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police, Ih'll Oswald said: “Well, ics all
over now,” when he was arrested, Bue
no witness in the theater ever aestified
that he made that remark, And even 1he
police seemed confused on the point;
one Dallas officer actual worgls
Were, " Either way, this hard-
Iy constitutes an admission that he had
assassinated the President and shot Ofhi-
cer Tippit.

PLAYBOY: What actually happened at the
theater?

WANE: The circumsiances of Oswaldl’s ar-
rest are still a bic cloudy. Most of the
witnesses can’t remember Oswald saving

anything at all, except protesting “police

Drutality” and  charging” he Tad Ticen

Struck with a shoggun and beaten by

several police officers simultancously. But
as far as I'm cancerned, there is no
convincing proof that Oswald was any-
thing other than a spectator ac the Presi-
dent’s assassination—and unless it can
Le proved he was more than that, noth-
ing he would say at his arrest is rclevant
to the case. Of course. ic would he a
different story if Oswald had admitted
guilt during his arrest—but he never did,
then or later.

PLAYBOY: Didn‘t Oswald pull a gun on the
arresting officers in the theater?

LANE: A Dallas_police officer said he digd,
PLAYBOY: You say you believe there is no
convincing proof that Oswald was more
than a spectator ta the assassination.
Docs this mean you think he was com-
pletely innocent, or could he have been
involved in some subsidiary role in a
conspiracy?

LANE: Let me put it this way: 1 am con-
vinced that Oswald never pulled the
trigger of the rifle that killed President
Kennedy. 1f Oswald were alive. there
would be many questions I'd like to ask
him. For example, there is a vast amount
of evidence suggesting that a man look-
ing very much like Oswald, and using his
name and background, was involved in a
series of bizarre activities calculated to
draw attention to the fact that Oswald
intended o kill the President. This other
Oswald was seen at times when the real
Oswald was provably somewhere else—
at work or even out of che country. This
“Oswald” practiced at rifle ranges in and
around Dallas and Irving, Texas, making
a spectacle of himself by shooting at
other people’s targets; he talked of the
assassination two months before it oc-
curred: he bragged to automobile sales-
men that he was soon coming into large
sums of money; and he spoke of going
back to Russia. In short, he engaged in
the kind of odd conduct that would only
make sense if there were a deliberate,
premeditated attempt to frame Oswald
by incriminating him in advance for the
President’s marder.

PLAYBOY: What does the Warren Com-
mission say about all this?

LANE: In each case, the Commission con-
cludes that this man could not have been

the real Lee Harvey Oswald. One ex-
ample of this is the testimony of Mis.
Ivia Odio, a prominent anti-
Cuban exile. $he told the Comnission
that toward the end of September 1963
a man visited her in Dallas accompanied
by twa other men who were cither
Cuban or Mexican, and who knew things
about her father, then imprisoned by
Castro. The men seemed to know things
that no one without inside information
could knaw. she testified. They intro-
duced their companion o her as “Leon
Oswald,” and later onc of them said he
was a former Marine and expert rifle-
man. One of the men told ber Oswald
had said, “Presidenc Kennedy should have
been assassinated after the Bay of Pigs

. it is so vasy to do it.” The two men
suggested to Mrs. Odio that Oswald
could “help iu the underground activi-
ties” against Castro. Commissiots counsel
showed Mrs. Odio photographs and mo-
tion pictures of Oswald and asked her if
she had “any doubts” in her mind “after

looking at these pictures that the man.

that was in your apartment was the same
man as Lee Harvey Oswald.,” Mrs. Odio
replied: “I don't have any doubts.” Mrs,
Odio's sister also testificd the mun Jooked
exactly like Oswald. But the Commission
showed conclusively that Oswald was
not in Dallas when Mrs. Odio was vis-
ited by the threc men. So who was
“Leon Oswald”—and why was he talk-
ing about how casy it would be to assas-
sinate the President? It appears possible
that there may have been a concerted
attempt to frame Oswald in advance for
the murder of President Kennedy. The
Commission, of course, never everm ex-
amined such a possibility, and simply
brushed aside all evidence pertaining to
this “other” Oswald.

PLAYBOY: Did Oswald’s interrogation shed
any light on his Cubau connections?
LANE: Perhaps, but we may never know
what Oswald said. Although he was
interrogated by agents of the FBI, the
Secret Service and_the Daltas police for
over 12 hours,” the Commussion says no
stenographic notes or tape recordings
were made. Dallas Homicide Chiel Will
Friz admitted he had made some rough
notés—but tore them up after Oswald’s
murder! Just think about that: Here is
the most imporcant prisoner on the face
of the earth, and the Commission would
have us believe that his interrogation
was 1ot recorded by the FBI, the Secret
Service or the Dallas police. But a Dal-
tas newspaperman, Hugh Aynesworth,
stated publicly that he saw a police ste-
nographer enter the room where Oswald
was being questioned, It's hard to under-
stand what this stenographer was doing
if not making a transcript. All we know
is what Oswald told newsmen as he was
being led back and forth through the
hallways of police headquarrers. He said
then—and his words are preserved on
video tape—that he was innocent and

hiad no connection with the murder of
pit. When asked if he had
cnt Kennedy, Oswald looked
stunned and said, “No one even asked
me about that, I never heard aliout that.

I didw't kill anyone.” _As the police
dragged him .|w‘1y,~l_g_shqm_cd that he

was heing made a “patsy.” That's Os-
wald’s word. In fact, one of his last
words,

PLAYBOY: Arc you saying that there exists
no verhatim record whatsoever of any-
thing Oswald said during those 12 haurs
of interrogacion?

LANE: That may scem surprising to you,
but I'm alraid I've now lost my capacity

for surprise. The Dallas police claimed

Oswald 1 been “lying” to them. By
that, I assume they mean he continued to

protest his innocence—or perhaps had
somcthing so explosive to say that the
autlorities decided to “protect” e pub-
lic from it. In any case, Oswald was exe-
cuted by Jack Ruby on November 24,
before he could repeat his “lies” to the
press—or to a jury.

PLAYBOY: You state in your book that
“No interpretation of November 24
can exclude the certainty that Ruby mur-
dercd Oswald through the complicity. or
complacency ol members of the po
On what evidence do you base that
charge?

LANE: Let me say at the outset that the
Warren Commission’s conclusion that
Ruby murdered Oswald is the only ma-
jor conclusion in the Report that is
supported by the evidence. Of course,
the Warren Commission could hardly
have held otherwise, since the murder
took place live on nationwide TV. As for
the question of police complicity, let’s
examine the Oswald slaying. The pre-
vious day, the FBI and the Dallas County
sheriff's office were warned by anony-
mous telephone callers that Oswald was
going to be killed. but_the police officers
in chargeugi_.hig wansfey—according to

the Warren Commission—were not_in-
formed of these threats. The time of the

transfer was announced to the public in
advance: and when it took place—an
hour and 15 minutes after it had been
announced-—the human. corridor of po-
tice officers thal was _supposed to flank,
Oswald as he passed through” the base-
ment was not in place. The police car
that was to take him_ away was
where it was supposed to be. Jac
was able to enter the jail through the
Main Street ramp and shoot Oswald
without a hitch. There were police he:.
hind Oswald and gn each side, but none
in the front.

PLAYBOY: Why not?

LANE: I don’t know. I do know that all
through Ruby's trial, there were always
police officers to lus right, tg_his left, in
Dack of | him and in front of him. So if
anyone had wanted 1o kill Jack Ruby, he
would _have to kill a Dallas officer first.
But Oswald’s front was unprotected giv-
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