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question now remains unsotoed so far as
the death of President Kennedy is con-
cerned. The evidence of Oswald's single-
handed guilt iy overwhelming.”

But listovians knoie that often enough,
the wmorve they study a complex coent, the
Tess they know abant it. For cach ques-
ton wiswered. secen move spring up lo
take ity place. The Wayren investivation,
with an wntimited hudgel, a full-time
stafl of 26 and complete aceess 1o the
masive Investigative afpparatns of the
United States Govermaent, was the lavg-
est histovieal ivquivy ever undertaken,
Tucwitably. it would fraduce a paper
monntain of conflicting reporls, contya-
dictory Aestimony, expert disagreement
and wnanswered questions. By publishing
the 26 volumes of hearings and exhibits
~—contamning considerable evidenee con-
fradicting dts vien findings—the Warren
Conumnission implicitly acknowledged the
imcrutabitity of fact. Dowbits were lo be
expected: iU's swrprising only that they
took so long to surfuce. Discussions of
thewr validity way occupy scholars for
generations—-or even ceniuries.

The ripples preceding the e of
criticism cmne fust from England. The
day the Report was  isued, Lord
Bevtrand Russell denounced it as a white-
wash and swbsequently formed a “Who
Killed Kennedy?” committee o pursue
its own investigation of the assassination,
And “sle in 1961, Hugh Trevor-Roper,
Regius Professor of Histoyy at Oxford
University, published a seathing attack
on ke Commission in the pages of Eng-
land’s establishmentarian London Sun-
day Times. According 1o Trevor-Roper,
the Report was not only inaccurate but
“sloventy,” In America, less prone 1o con-
spiratorial views of history than intrigne-
vife Europe, criticism was slower in
coming. The first two books atlacking the
Commission, Thomas Buchanan’s “Who
Kilted Kennedy?’ and Joachim Joesten’s
“Oswald: Assassin or Fall Guy?," con-
tnined wild speculations that generally
discredited them as serious criticism.
But the flood was only beginning. In
October 1965, Pulitzer Prize—winning
newsman Sylvan Fox. then—city editor
of the New York World-Telegram and
Sun, published a paperback entitled
“Unanswered Questions About President
Kennedy’s Assassination.”” On May 9,
1966, Harold Weisberg, a former Senate
investigator, privately published “White-
wash: A Report on the Warren Report.”
Seven weeks later, Viking Press published
“Inquest,” by Edward Jay Epstein, a 31-
year-old Cornell graduate student. Origi-
nally Epstein’s master's thesis, the book
sold moderately well, Then, on August
15, Holt, Rinehart & Winston published
Mark Lane’s “Rush to Judgment,” which
has since forged its way to the top of the
best-seller list. And on September 8,
World published “The Oswald Affair,”
by Léo Sauvage, American correspond-
ent for Le Figaro of Paris,

This bavrage of books prompted The
New York Times to comment cditovially
on September 1, 1966, that “Debate on
the accuracy and adequacy of the Warren
Commission’s work is pow approaching
the dimensions of a Ioely small industry
in this country.” The original band of
lonely daubters had multiplicd to a smntl
anry. So  drasticalty  had  the  clinnte
clhanged that The New York Times
White House correspondent, Tom WVick-
er, commented an September 25, 1966
"4 public discussion group in New York
sowght to hold a roundgable sesion
about the Warven Report, . The ma-
jor difficulty for the group was in fimiling
anyone of stature wha was willting o
defend  the Warven  Report and  ils
findings” Wicker went on to demand
appointmenl! of a new Commision fo
investigate the assassination. On Scpiem-
ber 28, New York Congressman Theo-
dore R. RKupjermn, citing the slew of
eritical books an the Report, asked the
House of Representatives to establish a
Senate-House Committee to conduct ils
own investigation of the Warren Report.
Shortly thereafter, Life also called for a
reoprning of the investigation. In the
November 1966 issue of The Progressive,
Harrison Salishury, who had earlier felt
that “no material question remained un-
solved,” reversed his fielil and wrote that
he was convinced “there are questions—
some of them of major importance—
which must he answered.”

The one man most tesponsible for
these doubts and demands i1s New York
attorney Mark Lane. He has been inves
tigating the assassination since early
December 1963, and since the publice-
tion of “Rush to Judgment,” he has been
caltled everything from a liar lo a nation-
al hero. In a lead review for the Chicago
Tribune, Jon Waltz of the Northwestern
University Law School faculty wrote:
“This latest critique of the Warren Com-
mission Report is truly hmrible. [I1]
passes  beyond the merely superficial,
being frequently dishonest as well, Lane’s
fevered arguments have no semblance
of logic or even of organization. He
presents a phantasmagoric hodgepodge
of unrelated and often wholly irrelevant
second-guessing. If, in assembling his
collection of quibbles, Lane had any ul-
timate purpose other than confusion and
profit, it goes unstated . . . the catalog
of this book’s distortions and apparent
fabrications, large and small, is a long
and sorry one . . . no one will thank
Lane for his book.” But many people did
—including Norman Mailer, who con-
cluded his review in Book Week with a
hurrah: “Three cheers for Mark Lane.
His work is not without a trace of that
stature we call heroic. . ., Lane’s book
proves once and forever that the assassi-
nation of Prestdent Kennedy is more of a
mystery today than when it occurred.”
He called Lane's 400 pages of evidence
“staggering facts. . . . If one tenth of

them should prove to be significant, then
the work of the Warven Commission will
be judged by history 1o be a scandal
worse than Teapat Dome”

The hub of all ghis  controversy.
Mark ILnne, was horn 39 years ago in
New York City, wheve he has toed nost
of his tife. Curvently, however, e travels
thraugh Ewvape and Amevica lechurving
on e assassination, frequently appear-
ing on TV and wndia talk shows, and
stapping off occasionally in Denmark
with lis young wife, whom he et whde
in Caopenhagen three years ago. They
plan to settle in California shorily.

After sevving in Army Intelligence
during World War Twa. Lane attended
Long Island University and received his
law degree from Brooklyn Law School.
Fov 12 yeavs he practiced Jaw from a
stavefront in East Havlem; then, i 1958,
e gained docal prominence when he
charged that young peaple confined in
New York State homes fnr the mentally
defeclive were being brutally treated by
altendanls. Governor Rockefeller opencd
hearings on the issue, and a number of
guards were dismissed. In 1960, lLane
was elected to the New York Stale Assem-
bly, representing the  black-and-white
chettos of East Harlem and Yorkville.
He ran with the strong endarsement
of Eleanor Roosevelt and Senator Her-
bert Lehman, with whom he had
earlier helped eslablish a reform mouve-
ment within the New York Demacratic
Party. He also had the endorsement
of Senator John F. Kennedy, who
moved into the White House at the same
time Lane atiended his first legislative
session in Atbany. In 1961, Lane became
the first legislator to be arrested om a
Freedom Ride—in Jackson, Mississippt.
Aftev two stormy years in the state as-
semhly, he found himself ostracized as
a troublemaker by a bipartisan pre-
ponderance of his fellow assemblymen,
and did not run for re-election.

When President Kennedy was assassi-
nated, Lane initiated what his supporters
have termed “his lonely crusade” His
involvement began in December, when
Mrs. Marguerite Oswald appointed him
—at no fee—to represent her dead son's
interests at the Warren Commission hear-
ings. The Commission refused to accept
Lane as a defense attorney, but it did
permit him o testify. Thus began his
three-year  investigation-~independent,
if not impartial—into the circumstances
surrounding President Kennedy's assas-
sination. Lane traveled to Dallas eight
times, inlerviewing scores of witnesses,
assisted by a group of amaleur investiga-
tors who called themselves the “Citizens’
Commitiee of Inquiry.” The fruits of his
researches and his conclusions comprise
his book “Rush to Judgment”—and a
film of the same title to be released this
montih,

PLAYBOY interviewed Lane in his two-
and-a-half-room walk-up apartment in
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