November 29, 1986

Ar. Herschel “irbrose .. .tson
1tson Bros. flunbers, Inc.

J77T0 Greeaville “ve.

allas, Texis

ierschel:

It you could be hel,ed with Lre knowlege, -erson.lly I would

rither nEve you for n foe thun . friend. You are ola enough now,

1 hope, to le.ro there (s no “'stotua  uo  in nsture...no stanaing

5till 1n the 1 idcie of the road...you eltber jet on one side or the

other, You h«ve written to n e: "I o not want to be friend or enerry--just want to be left
.Jone. Herschel, not even in hell could you be left .lone; there would ve , lenty of cor puny.
nd [ can well <ssure you { would ot b8 In that cow paay to hother you! {f th.t sell-nent , .ith

i3 the one you choose 1o tr.vell”

I i1 joing to tell you wihat your irouble ta. ‘s far us [ know, 1t isn't 'brd bre-th ...itis
that you ire 3 spoiled br t +ho never grew un!

I arr not joking Bbout this, 1 in very serfous. ’nd what I huve to spy 1s rreant to be helnful,
not otherwise. I need to leave & 3004 heritaze o -y children .nd grandchildren, :nu they
hive hdd enough of things concerning ne and things said of r-e: it Just would seea too :.uch
to have It on thelr records thut thelr father w35 sor-ewhat of « 'nut” too!

Can you trragine todny walking into 3 household of relatives and seefag . throe-ye:sr old bay
standing by his n ather's chuir und begzing for some "titty, " 'nd fin;lly the o other ylelding,
uncovering her bresst und letting the son have a “"suck ™" such a boy, with that kind of start
in !tfe, would bound to he spoiled, i thit he constantly zot his way without rebuff. lso, a
child reared in such n saner, according to knowledge accun ultted today, would b.ve physica)
trouble, because usu:lly .fter ubout nine n-optha the n other's n {lk becor es [olson, =nt
atfects the child’s vervous systew, You were a bed-wetter up to your early n .rriige. This
i3 a sign of erotional disturbance §n early youth, a8 well us being caused by nursing too tong.
‘The one thing 1n common between you and ry son, Herscehel . + atson, wag that you hoth
wet the bed even into your teens. Faychiatrists suy today, s you know, that e>vly environ-
mwent uffects the character throughout 1ife: xnd only by underatinding one's youth can one get
straightened out. ... nd you need just that! You need to see yoursell s that s:olled brat,
even how most of your life, i net all of it, h:is been uffected by your lack of restr:int and
alwgys getting your way, regardiess of the [eelings of others: us well as beiny .rrogint und
overbrearing.

You bad s good mother and a good father. True he did develop a turror on the briin which af-
fected his latter days, rr.aking it i pogsible to have 2 child around hiw, especlally his owm
graandchildrea: but .t leaat we know his diaposition was caused by 4 physiesl ellnent...not 2
uw.ental one, %0 to speak, True 2180 It just about broke his heart »hen I would not consent to
anulment of our n arriaze. [ remember his coring over to t.lk to e, as he rode « bicyele
and carried his Bible. I was so ten.pted to tell bin the truth of that roarriage!

“a woman to man, even as either friend or ememy, I can truthfully say to you thit you owe
your very life to rn e, Four persons would have killed you, plus the law, hid I opened ry
r-outh 18 I should hive (except God works in n ysterious ways hia wonders to perforr-}), and
told what you did to e that certain June Sunday night en route fron: the McKinney -veaue
Baptist Church to my bore ou Rosedale in 1921, The last corefree, youthful tre of wy life
came to an end, after 2 wonderful afternoon holding hands und singing us we walked to church
that aftervoon, That was 'y flrst dete at night, save the firat tine you brought r ¢ hov e {ron
a high school football grir e mnd kissed me goodnight, 28 you delivered me to ny Grandmother
Ralston's home on I'ennsylvinia Avenue!

I can yet see my r other holding up in ilarn; clock mnd telling you that I wus to be ko, e at

9:30 F, M., that we could stay for church, but we were to catch the street cur home, and she
would pot accept any excuse from you if we were delayed. Even thea {n those duys she slent
with a pistol under her pfllow., -nd I am caused to think that since she was strict where you
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