
| ligtes for iverything - The Settlement, 1/16/74 
Yesterday was: the, daly set in advance for recording the settlenent in court and 

getting the judge's approval. It was also the occasion for the government seeking still 
another pound of flesh. 

They extorted at least an immediate #100 and perhaps tax on $1,500, depending on 

whether we collect any more of the money owed us this yeare 

This is howe 

First they took a little out on our lawyer. He cut his: fee in half because he knew 

that unless he did i vould not accept the government's cowiterpropesal, The difference 

Was so small that there was mew no necd to insist en cutting the amount for which I said 

I'd settle. It was nuch less than the cost of their going to trial. 

I accepted the finul settlement on the single stipul«tion that it be tax free, 
otherwise it is not u net figure. *his was agreed to. 1+ was also agreed to that it 

would be arranged that Lil’s presence not. be required because it would mean piling wor k 
on her that sh: woula have te do nights, on her own tine and instead of sleep. 

Hot until we got into court did we learn that with all the tine between the agreement 
and its recording did we learn that the U.S.Attorney's office had not checked with IRS, 
Because he had not gotten wort on this our lawyer hada prepared a separate letter recording 
the fact, to be signed by the assistant U.S.Attorney, ,erbert Better, as he had agreed. 

When it came to this point in recording the settlement, the judge said that the 
side conditions did not require his upproval ana the question was did. wewant it on the 
record. Yetter then said, blandly, as though he had been caught by surprise, that he had 
no authority "te cowdt IRS."_ 

The judge called a conference at the ebnehe I did not go up. 4e invited me and I 
went. Setter merely repeated what he had said. The judge then said that because an 
appreciable part of the claim was for damage to our business aud the flock and because 
there was no doubt that there had been this damage, he could not on the record agree to 
allocating mu none of it to that. his I could underst.nd. The judge ulso understood 
the reason for havin; it ull allocated so there would be no tax. He suzy-ested that it - 
would be to our interest to have the t:rms recorded ani he would accept reasonable 
sun for the daiage to the éiifdkens instead of to us. 1 explained that eli of what we got 
we would apply to our. debt and it we hag » WC would not have the money with 
which to pay the tax and would have to #o 6 debt to pay it.(All I paid.) . 

  

We went back on the record and Havrey elected to allocate istxxfianx a nominal $1,500 
which equais hiss deductable fee to this. The judge an: Better accepted it and it was all — 
over, xcept for a few comsents from the judye that this had been a long and diffioult. | 
case and that Havrey had been quite kind to take about half the normal fee, making the. 
setilenent actualiy for more than 815,000. 

As we left the courtroom Havrey asked how long it would take to get the chelk. 
Better said six weeks or more. Huywey asked if ther: were anything he coula do to speed 
it up because each day cost me money in jmterest an: there was reassurance on the speen 

of the norm and nothing else. | 

It then turned out that “i2's personal signature woulda be required, that “etter had 
known this ull along and had done nothing. Not because 1 had not anticipated it and asked 
that in advance a paper be sent for her signature. The paper has been prepared. Re uerely 
had not send it. He said I could get it and mail it to Harvey who could mail it to hin, 

Il ask that he give me an addressed envelope so + coulti mail it to him djrectly and sive 
a couple of day. I mailed it at 4 p.m 

it then turned out that a separate ralease would be required. Harvey asked that it 
be done imaediately. Better had other things to do. I'll do it then, “arvey offered. I'll



se
ne
nr
nc
ge
o 
e
a
t
s
 

j 

f 

fp 

have plenty of time before the checksssét here, Setter replied. 

What this will mean is that not until after he has the checks will Ketter want - 
releases signed, which means that there will be more delaye imemimk they also will require 
our si~matures, 

This could all be done in advance and be on hand or could be filed subject to the recei »t of checks. 

1 asked Better to have the check nade out to lurvey, to sive tine. That he could deposit it, take his fee an mail us a check for the rest.'e gadd that inotead two checks would be issued. Our record thus will show only 512,000. and we will Beve no record of paying lawyer's fees. Which are deductible, vo 
a 

However, while I didn t expect this kind of petty dirtiness, I did anticipate the need not to trust and the actual conditions of the settloment are amply recorded in uy gorrespondence, together with ny refusal to accept anything less or any other terns. *he court transcript, which the IRS can in the future cheek if it has any questions, will show that this was the agreement and that it had the government's agreement, that there be no tax on what we finully receive. 
_ ** 

How long they stall that only the end will tell. I suppose that if there is no. imtrusion, it wili be the normal tine, which Setter said is upwards of six weeks, In interest us of the last payment this is close to $150. 

As we walked over the court fro: his office harvey said the anderson trial was going on and that he would like to sit in on it. Unis is the outgrowth of the Agnew Cass, actually where it began, where the Nixons went after the Demcerats in the county of Amew's political origin. as he taile: havey saia he sure would like to vet Nixon, I Said that i8 anytone really wanted to ani if anythi.. could do it, I had it, fe asked uhat and in general terms I told hin, 4e geemed impressed but did not react when I told hin that “il had ordained that my days of giving things away were over, He S.id he could understand that and agreed with it. He is a Republican, “r has talked like he is, AS Wi WALARD THROUGH "UL. COREDARS of the colirthouse he peinted out the Anderson prosecutors, young ..en, and said they are getting to bc the most fancus prosecutors in the state, He Said it uta almost lik: a fan. 
: 

«hat has happened to the law business since I first met him? They staff o: lawyers hap grow to 65, frow 5O. 
OO 

As we left the courtroom I told Better there was a sue] sheaf of papers Yavis had taken fro. my files, had promiged to returm and hadn't, and how about Giving it te ne. I teld nia it was typed with a green ribuon. “o had a betch oY papers in hi:: axMs, open ; it and iuswdiately, without any fuwabling, handed it to Ge Davis had insisted to “arvey that he could not find it. When he took it he said he'd xerox and retarm. I had then glanced at it and told Davis it appeared te be nobes for a boo. but I hau no objection, 
Fron Harvey's office I walked over to the Neweeinerican to have lunch with Al cunniff, i started reading it ag I walked, fin. shing it on the returne Py ear was parked at Harvey's. It became clear why “avis had lied and had held this record back, “+ included contuuiporancors notes of developients: the terms of th: Pentagon setulescnt I had arranged in “ay 1962, what had hapened whenthe JAG 2a Asay had cone to our farm in 1963 — ang here enoughte be devastating on the private record he nade and which I've read, and it is utterly false= and means of proving the deliberataness of the fulsehood, Hore, that I had at that tine given this to the goverment and that it imew it was pulling a fraud on us through its JAG, It would have been a sensation with that JaGon the witness stand. So “avis, knwwing that there had been this deliberate effort to defraud behind our backs, sought to and did keep from us our leads to ob proof, I had in the nine years forgeotten sone of the detuils. This provided references to the log, and I had given the government (yen, counsel, DOL) copies as I pyped it. VanV?s report of his visit to use is fulse, but those above hin no wav o nz it. He-nmwhile. he would never have dared such a thine wn hide own. an



it is certain that some superior had hin do ite Host likely candidate. Colonel “eahy, chief of Aray clains, Ft. Holabird, which also house intelligence, 
This also confirmed what I had Claimed and Davis disputed, that there had been agrecment to use the military claims act rather than federal torts, ‘The @k difference is. 

tf 

100% in what we could claim on each of the 20 Clains. 
We had not learned what the governnent’s records showed until I finally got Harvey — to file for discovery. Taft and the Willaim firm had finally filed, under continuous | pressure from me, but in six years had been content with no answer! ‘ree


