.m:te‘s for Lverything -~ The oettlema,nt 1/16/74

Yesterday was-the, dﬁy sat in advance for recording the settleuent in eourt and

getting the judge®s apurovale It was also the occasion for the government seeldng *atill
another pound of flesh.

They extorted at least an iumediate «100 and gcrimps tax on 31.5(/0, depending on
whether we collect any more of the coney owed us this year.

This is howe

First they took a little out on our lawyer., He cut his fee in half because he knew
that unless he did I vould not accept the government's cow.terprovesal. The diff'erence
was 80 small that there was umm no need to insist en cutiing the amount for which I said
I'd settle. it was nuch less than the cost of their going to trial.

I accepted the finul settlement on the single stipulction thet it be tax free,
otherwise it is not u net figure. This was agreed to. 1t was aleo agreed to that it
would be arranged that Lil's presence not be required bucause it would mean piling wor k
on her that she woula have to do nights, on her own tiue and instead of sleep,

Hot until we got into court did we learn that with all the time between the agrecment
and its recording did we learn that the U.S.Attormey's office had not checked with IRS,
Because he had not gotten work on this our lawyer haa prepared a separate letter recording
the fact, to be signed by the assistant U.S.Attormey, ,erbert Better, as he had agreed.

When it came to tiis point in recording the settlement, the judge sald that the
side conditions did not require his upproval ana the question was did wewant i% on the

record. ¥etter then said, blandly, as tbough he had been caught by surprise, that he had
no authority "to cowdt IRS."

The judge called a conference at the ebnche I did not go upe e invited we and I
went. Jetter merely repcated what he hud saide. The judge then said that because an .
aporeciable part of the claim was for dasage to our business and the flock and because
there was no doubt that there had been this damage, he could not on the record agree te
allocating mmm none of it to that. Yhis I could underst.nd. The Judge ulso understood
the reason for havins it »X1 allocated so there would be no tax. He swprested that it -
would be to our interest to have the an:gﬁs&rvgcorded a.nu he would accept any reasonable

sum for the daage to Lhe GNiGkens instead of to us. L explaimed that all of what we got

we would apply %o our debt and it we ha tax, we would mot have the money with
which to pay the tax and would have to 20 debt to pay it.(All I said.)

We went back on the record and Havrey elected to allocate hixxfegxy » nominal $1,500
which equais hits deductable fee to this. The judge an: Better accepted it and it was &ll
over, xcept for a few comwents from the judye that this had been a long and diffiocult .
case aud that Muvrey had been quite kind to take about hLalf the nomal fee, making the.
setileuent actualiy for more than ¥15,000,

As we left the courtroom Havrey asked how long it would take to get the chelsig,
Berter said six weeks or more. buywey asked if therc were anything he coula do to speed

it up because each day cosi me money in jmteresi an: there was reassursnce on the speen
of the norm and nothing clse,

It then turned out that #il's personsl signature would be required, that Petter had
known this all along and had done nothing. Mot because 1 had not anticipated it and asked
that in advance a paper be sent for her signature. The paper has been preparede e rerely
had not scnd it, He said I could get it and mail it to Harvey who could mail it to hin,

1 ask that he give me an addressed envelope so + could nuil it to him djrectly and suve
a couple of day., I mailed it at 4 p.m. ’

It then turned out that a sepurate ralease would be required. Harvey asked that it
be done immediately. Better had other things to do. I'll do it then, “arvey offered. I'll



R

have plenty of time before the checksyet here, ljmf.‘l:er repliééi-. .

What this will meen is that not until after he has the checks will botter want
releases signed, which means that there will be more delaye m they also will require
our sigmatures, :

This could 211 be done in advance and be on hand or could be filed subject to the
recelot of checlks, ' : ‘

1 asked Better to have the check made out to Murvey, to s:ve tire. That he could
deposit it, teke his fee and mail us a check for the rest. Be sald that instead two
checks would be issued, Our record thus will show only $12,000 and we will Bave no
record of paying lawyer's fees. Which are deductible, S

However, while I didn t expect this kind of petty dirtivess, I did anticipate the
need not to trust and the Sctual conditions of the settloment are amply recorded in my
i gorraapondencev,' together with my retusel to accept anything less or &ny other terms, :
*he court transcript, which the IRS can in the future cheek if it has any questions, will
show that this was the agreement and that it had the government's agreement, that there
be no tax on what we finaslly receive. ’ '

How long they stall that only the end will tell. I supnose that if there is no & |
iatrusion, it will be the normal time, uhich Beiter said is upwards of six weeks, In
interest us of the last payment this is close to $150, : .

As we walked over the court frow his office Harvey said the anderson trial was
going on and that he would like to it in on ite ¥nis is the outgrowth of the Lgnew
cass, actunlly where it began, where the Nixons went after the Vemocrats in the county
of Agneuw's political urigin. 48 he tailiel havey saia he sure wouwlc like to et Hixon, I _
said that i# anytone really wanted %o znd if anythi.g could do it, I lad it, @e asked vhat
and in general terms I told him, H¢ gecumed impressed but did not react when I told him
that #il had ordaihea that By days of giving things away were over., He s.id he could
understand that and agreed with it. He is a Republican, Yr has tslked like he is,
AS Wi WALZED THROUGH Tii. CURKIDERS of the colirthouse he pointed out the Anderson prosecutors,
young ..en, and said they arc g8tting to be the moat faious prosecutors in the state, fle
said it xdmwx almost likhc a fane ‘ : ' '

“hat has happened to the law business since I first net him? They staff or lawyers
has grown to 65, frow 0. : . oE

i 43 we left the courtroor I told Better there was a suel} sheaf of papers Yavis had
! | taken Tro. my files, had promised to return and hadn't, and how about gving it to we, I
1 told nin it vas typed ith a green rib.,aon.‘ “o hac a baten of papers in hi: arms, opened
/ it and iuwsediately, without any funbling, handed it to ro. Davis had insisted to “arvey
! that he could not find it. When he took it he gaid he'd xerox and retarn. I had then glanced
at it and told bDavis it appeared to e nobes for a boo. but I had no objection,

Fron Harvey's office I walked over to the Hews=inerican to huve lunch wWith AL cunniff,

i 1 started reading it aa I walked, fin . shing it on the returne By ¢ar was parked at flarvoy's.
It becume clear why avis had lied and had held this record backe *% included cont. rporancous

- Botes of developmentss the terms of $h: Pengagon setileaont T had arranged in "ay 1962, what

bad hapened whenthe JAG 24 Army bad come to our farm in 1963 -~ and here enoughto be

devastating on the private record he nade and which I've read, and it is utterly false-

ard means of proving the del.‘{.bemt&wss of the fulsehosd, liore, that I had at that ine

glven this to the governuont and that it knew it was pulling a fraud on us through its JAG,.

1% would have been a sensation with that JAGon the witness stand, So “avis, kawwing that

thers had been this deliberate effort to defraud bohind our backs, sought to and did keep

froin us our leads to ond proof, L had in the nine years forgeotten soie of the detuils,

: Inis provided references to the log, and 1 had given tiw: government (wen, counsel, L)

< oo gg ggvlom};:— I%:}V;'g ﬁ ﬁ.oie}%i;uﬁs}l:vzg use is fulse, but tho:so above hinm

have dared anch a thine nn hie Aun. an



i% is certain that soume superdor had hinm do it, Nogt likely candidate, Colonel “Qakgy,

ohlef of Aruy claims, Ft. Hodabird, which alse house intelligence,

This also confirmed what I had claimed and Vavis disputed, that there had been
agrecment to use the military claims act rather than federal torts. The £t difference is .
100% in what we could claim on each of the 20 claims, ' . &

We had not learned what the governuent®s records showed until I finally got Barvay :
to file for discovery. Taft and the Willaimd firm had finally filed, under contimuous
preasure from me, but in aix years had been content with no answer! Lt ot

There seems to be no limit to how dirty these people can be, 4nd were,



