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Thlrty congressmen filed a
suit in U.S. District Court

hére yesterday, seeking release!

(ﬁ a secret government report
they believe is critical of the
omic Energy Commission’s
ns for underground nuclear
ts on the Alaskan island of
Inchitka. .
%Filing under the Freedom of
Isformation Act, they con-
nded that the secret report
ludes “vitally needed in-
mation” for exercise of con-
Pessional legislative powers.
#They are represented by
jrmer Aftorney General
vamsey Clark, whose law of-
fice here has handled legisla-
lve and court matters of con-
gern to Alaskan natives.
«In a letter attached to the
¥wsuit, presidential counsel
whn W. Dean III told Rep.
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30 Cmigressmen Sue

Of Seeret Report on Alaska A-Tests
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'Patsy Mink (D-Ha.) that thel
report — prepared by an in-
terdepartmental committee
headed by Under Secretary
of State John N. Irwin IIT —
was “prepared for the advice
of the President.”

He refused to submit the
committee’s recommendations
to Mrs. Mink because they “in-
volve highly sensitive mnatter
that is vital to our national
defense and foreign policy.”

The lawsuit was assigned to
Federal Distriet Judge George
L. Hart Jr., who is already
considering a related case
brought by conservation and
antiwar groups who want the
nuclear tests cancelled.

The $118 million five-mega-
ton test of an ABM warhead
called Cannikin is scheduled
for this fall.

Dr. Glenn T. Seaborg, de-
parting chairman of the AEC,
said last weekend that the test
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‘can be carried out entirely
safely.”

But opponents contend that
Cannikin will kill large num-
bers of sea otters, seals and
sea lions and perhaps trigger
cearthquakes and tidal waves
that could threaten Hawaii.

The report which the con-
gressmen sought in their law-
suit yesterday was prepared|
by representatives of the En-
vironmental Protection Agen-
cy, the Council on ZEnviron-
mental Quality and the Presi-
Jdent’s Office of Science and
Technology, along with Irwin.

Mrs. Mink was joined by
congressmen from both par-|
ties and states across thel
country in filing the legal
action. .

The U.S. Court of Appeals!|
here recently reversed a fed-
eral court’s refusal to release
a similar report on the super-
sonic transport airplane.




