A ppeals Court Allows Suits

F or Release of Nixon Papers
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The U.S. Court of Appeals here
ruled yesterday that journalists, histo-
rians, political scientists and others
have a right to try to win the release

of former president Nixon’s presiden--
tial papers and tape recordings by. fil- .

ing Freedom of Information suits.
Lawyers for Nixon had eontended
that the Presidential Recordings and
Materials Act dictates that only the
General Services Administration
couyld set the terms for release of any
of the 42 million documents and tape

recordings that Nixon accumulated in
his 5%-year presidency and that no
Freedom of Information suits could
be filed to gain release of the mate-
rial.

- But the appellate court wunani-
mously ruled that Congress clearly in-
tended the public to have the right to
file the suits tp see the Nixon docu-
ments. .

In issuing the ruling, the appeals
court reversed a decision by U.S. Dis-
trict Court Judge Aubrey E. Robinson
Jr. who had dismissed suits brought
by the H&Porters Commiitte Tor Free,
dom o and otliérs 10 win
accesg - fo—the Nixon documents thro-
ug suits
and a declaration that the govern-
ment, not Nixon, owns the materials.
He ruled that the questions were
moot because of passage of the Re-
cordings and Materials Act.

Robinson ruled that the Freedom of
Information suits could at least not
be used to gain access to the docu-’
ments until GSA has finished sifting
through and classifying the docu-
ments—and possibly not at all.

But the appeals court, in a de-
cision written by Judge Edward A.-
Tamm and concurred in by Judges J.
Skelly Wright and J. Edward Lum- |
‘bard, said that the ownership ques-
tion was not resolved by passage of
the Recordings and Materials Act nor
decided in another Nixon court case
concerning the papers.

GSA archivists are currently sort-
ing the documents into three classifi-
cations: material that is personal fc
Nixon-and should be returned to him,
material that should be retained by
the government and made public and
material that should be retained by
the government and not made public.

Meanwhile, Nixon has brought an-

‘other suit objecting to the procedures

being used in sifting the papers and
the definitions as to how the docu-
ments should be classified.




