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Dear br. Patierson,

This letter is for a limited purpose. I am aware that Ur. Birk has been . eferring

ry unonswered letters to you, that 1 Lave had no response fron vau, and I fesl that for
the zost part they are out of yvour provinoce or responsibilitye. ao, it is not o cozrplai:n
sbout ho% hearing from you that I write. L1 have, in fact, receni tten Dr. Birk -
about this. '

At the same time, I do feel that there is litile Dr. Birk could do that he bas not
to create additional problems for us within your compstence and rusponsibiditye =

This morning we met with Dr. Balianiine. That I rather lised hin and bis ..anner
izmaterial, but I did. I also found him direct, anc this also I appreciate. . = ;

He says ke camw.t directly address what I feel must, what are termed "diagnosis®
cf us and what, asx + have a}.reaay indicated, I regard as littie more than vitbherafte. .
If =y knowledge is limited to that which our lawyer had %o comminicate to ug — anc 1
recognize that this may be far from all =that is sufficient for == %o address these things,
in part as 1 have and in part in other wayse. For the moment I ignore the anxiely, aboub
which, %0 date, and after many months, nothing has yet bean done, for if too lats, it was
scheduied and has been delayed by fiss Ingranam's illness, ;

These disgnoses, in oy opinion, are ol tmwo kdinds, those mads, whether or rot valild,
ard those not mede and I believe to be valide. The latter refer to my wife. I would liko fo
be able to hope that from the vresent procedures at lcast some of tids may ecergs. Frankly,
-1 an surprised that no doctor of any disciplime has not detected this, it is, to ms, that
obviocus and I believe a jeopardy to the helth of both of use v

I am said to be sc.ﬁd parenocid, delusicmary arnd if not certainly, possdbly phobdc

to aviation. Hy wife is sald to be certeinly phobic to aviatdon, if I remsmber correctly.
¥ithout full swareness of the nuances of this word in your scisnce, I would agree with it
w%hmgarduomyme‘.lflunde:*dtoodthufu.lm:cm,Imgz*evenm it as an
understatement, ¥ith regard to myself, I think from the a:.g.tionary meaning it is a consider-—
able exaggeration. ‘n my younger day I rather enjoyed flying. in =more rzcent years ~ have
no%, have been a bit unessy about it, but fiy often, have never cancelled a f1iFhtd because
of weather and have knowingly and repeatedly flown into bad weather. I have even sat on
or waited for planes for long veriods of -time while they were being reppired and continued
with the flights, the last occasion being on my last trip, in Hay. So, while I do not regard -
this as a viial point, Iin&enditasaﬁeanofevaluamewhatistmd *diagnosis®. The
"diagnostician” made no inquiry about my flying history, yet resched cunglnsioas about i».

¥hat concerns ze most right now is what I regard of worse than dnk{ous and xha% presen‘cs
clear and present mblemsthatmus‘tbeavproachedinktmareas: ourhsalthandsxl_egai
situation. You agreed the two can't be separated, but I address them separately..¥hichever
is correct, these disgnoses cannot but influence our relatdonship with our lawyez: and
ability to pursue our interesis. As it now stands, he'd have to be a rare man not tothave’
the most serious coubts about anything we might say, meaning me, because my wifa will
L.tJ.e, and the case iz in iiself unusual enough without this inkdbition anc u.and:.cap" 5

Eow these silegsd disgnoses can now be addressed in terms of the existing records_
can't pretend to know. That last thing I expect of GHA is an admission that they 'were
indequately based or wrong, which happens 0 be my opinion., If the one sclentific effort
‘in tiois direction ever made, and that on my initiative vhen GHA was in oy opinion nezligent,
has the wlidity I believe it enjoys, these medical opinions are diamierdcally opiosits the
evaluations. There were two readings by competent professicnals and they are in accord. One
used to kmow us and the conditions of our lives wellx and often wondered that these conditions,
which included vhat he regarded as & certein amount of physical danger, did not cause any
such medical conditions. He was pretty much resitritcied o that part of our lives after the
troubles caused by helicopters and sonic boom, my work after ths erd of my farming,



How any medical man, trained in any aspect of izedicins, can diagnoss" delusions®

with no krpowledge of fact baffles me. There was no guestion of my thinidng devils were
inside my shirt, ghosts following mw wherever I went, or auything like that. ¥e were asked
about our lives and we, probably mostly I, responded. I doubt thers was even sexaggeration,
with this even less likely with ny wife present. But if he kept any records at all of what-
ever led to this Salem-like medicine, I can and will cofront them and without }:m)wing what
they are, go far out on a limb and guarantee you I will prove them redundantly. I don't
tninic the practise of psychiatry can or should presume that all patients or ,rosnectivev_

pot@ints lead normal lives, sare engaged in only normal sursuits, and that anyihing. cutaide‘
whatever any pre.ct:.tioner zay consider normal is delusionary. This, I thoink withoubt possild—
1ity of doubt, is what happenede It is subject to, what :hall I call it faced with this™
gibberish in your iles, subject to re-evaluation? If a layman can have zn opinion. on.such
matiers, 1 alzgo think it is the easiest to addresse I wani thise I would prefer tohav&to
zake no more than a simple request. 1 think in itself it impedes our medical care if not
worse, and tho other lisbilities it imposes om us I think do rot require further explanation,
and 1 think it and the other sismilar things in the records may well have irppired the medical ™
care of the past and has compounded our medical problemse I take the liberty of susgesting
the integrity of GHA is alsg directly and i‘ul.y involved m this matter, in all its aspects,

It =ay not be as siuple wiih the allegations of sciizophrenia and varancia. 1 have only

a geperal undersianding of the medical meaning of these fermss. If probably bedter than thaise:
of most laymenZ, 1 am aware that it must fall far short of medical undsrstanding, And in most
elemecats I would presume the person involved to be the least dispessionate source. igain

the realities or our lives are involved and agmin thelr strangenses to the psychistrist or
psycidatrists. I xithout inquiry and in interviews on our initiative and for gther purposes
I Tind myself barfled that any diagnoses ecould have been reached with a decent logical or
scientific basis, I Tind nyseli sven morse perplexed that they were and we wore without treate
ment for these serdicus mentad illnesses, especially me, L just don't sse hovw these two

coniradictory positions can be simultansously meintained by GHA, one that I am a very
zick man and two that they ignore it and don't sce to it that I zet the medical atieniion
for which we have umid for about 30 years. '

I am not and will nst be content to let the matter rest here nor will I be content
with further delays. If I suffer these illnesses I want attention and that prompily. If I
do not, I want the records corrected, regardless of whose ego may be affronted. If you
think this an unreasonable or irrational position, 1'd appreciate hearing froam you onz it
ami I would like o understand how it is. If these diagnoses are incorrect, as I believe,

hey have, inveitably, colored all medical attention subsequent to their recording and
nresent mrtful possibilities to our future I should not have to explaing I think the'
responsibility is GHA's and the need clear-and urgent. iside from health questions, it
should be apparent that any error here, no-matier how slight, nust adversely influence omr
relationship with our lawyer at the very least and under some conwditions- might be adversely
misused against us in courte

L think the court situation gives you.a possibility of meking an sn.lnat‘..on of - me.and:
at ieast my desire to be honesi, With no prior history and nothing at all sugsestive:of it
in my life or that of zny relative as as far back as I can irace any in any branch, landeidtif
this "diagnosis™ following the legal torts, which is what they are as a matter of, establi
1egal fact, and following imiediaiely upon the forced ending of our farming, I would. thinkt
i Dave a quite legitimate basis of using these refords as a means of alleging fu.rthe.. pe*'sonal
FStical damage Because these "disgnoses" also preceeded the appearance of my first: book;
they can't be atiributed to any stresses in my or our lives that ;oLoaed appearznce of |
that book. In short, were I to ..llese“*n.sasada_agemvou't,icant think of 2 defense
azainst it frou your records alone, Yet I have not and I will not becauss I believe it false
end consequently dishonest.

Our previous meeting was under the worst of circumstances. You were new and rushed,
i was wrought up by an intolerable situation that fron do-nothingness remains intolerable
and in mch of which I feel you are not properly involved, and because %iere was too rmch
that I felt had to be covered, I had to try to cover oo much. I would like %o have another







