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S At Ieference 1o macd2 to your letter of February 4, 1854, fnquiring as to

[thabasis for tie conclusions with respact to the identification of the bullets and

+ cartridze cases in this raatier and concerning the metal fragments from the
President's l‘?;:d. o N o 1 ® o

Tlrcarins ;jdexntitications euch as those madz on the bullet and cartridge’
care evidance in the Oswald matier are basad upon a microscopic study of the =,
indiviZaal clmriactezict;cwmarldngs finprecscad in th2 surfaces of the bullets and o
i cirtridse enceg by the mzchanisn of the wcanon and upon a microscopic
[, comparison of thasa ra2ekires with thosa produced on test specimens fired *rom the
bR (\( suspected vicazon, Cinea the maridnzs left by a weanon on a bullet or cartridge

D “case are chargeierictic of that wcolicn, & suspocted bullet o cartridge ewse '
17 bearins such risrkings, in gorarel, enn ¢:finltely be idantificd a5 having bzaa .
U firsdfrom a paliicalr veapon, Thoos Icuitifications are thus based on soarni

L: 0 scloni ‘e prinei=lzs which have ka2n aecepted in court for many years, ... .
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i . Thy pastal J[rqgmcnts Iromn tie Prasident's head are very small picces

. of 101:;%1 vhichlzor ro narkings (hat cculd b2 usedd for icentification purposes and,
~tharefdre, tiar: is no Lasis on vilch G2y could definitely ba associated with any
ovee, It iz ucted 1 this regard that b2 rifle bullets involved in this matter
€cmsistad of a 131 core pyrroundad Ly a cojper alloy jacket; the identifyins .anrks
- J223E0 . gua bizirel In cuc?;; a sltuction agpear only on the metal Jacket and not un -
;;7:‘3‘1:110‘1:.;@:1. core or ivagments)of the lead core, . als
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(sce note on page 8) . "
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Fondrable J. Leo Rankin - . o e S S

- In tha lMat of spacimens on pagoe one of your latter, it was noted that - |
£ 2clmen Q8 was described as a cartridga case. Actually, this gpecimen was - -
dascribzed in Spoacial Arent Gemberling's report dated November 30, 1963, as

a cartridge and is in fact an unfired cartridge. | _ R
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s J. Edgar Hoover.
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Honor@le J. Lee Rankin

NOTE: The bullet found on the stretcher at the hospital, specimen Ql, and the
large bullet fragments, Q2 and Q3, found in the President's automobile were
identified in the Laboratory as having been fired from the Mannlicher-Carcano -
rifle subnilted in this case and which was identified as belonging to Oswald. '
Thie three cartridge casces found in the Texas School Book Depository Building
were definitely identified in the Laboratory as having been fired in the submitted
rifle. Several carlridge cases recovered in connection with the shooting of
mper Tippett were identified as having been fired in the . 38 Spec1al Smith "~

, angM'(‘"con revolver, SN V510210,

The tiny Jead fragments removed from the President's head bore no =
markings suitable for identification purposes. To further our study in respect
to these small fragments, a spectrographic examination was made of them and

~they were found to be composed of a bullet alloy comparable in composition to

the core of the fragments from the President's automobile; however, this is not
sufficient to definitely establish that they are from a bullet fired from Oswald's

gun. -
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