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~~ > 2 Sf lh ‘mnes 4 : els, ; iH Nefercnce Io mnce2 to your letter of February 4, 1934, inquiring as to the basis for te conclusions with respect to the identification of the bullets and | Cartridge cases in this matier and concerning the metal fragments from the - ne President's load. . a 2g 8 
: Fircarins {dontifications such ag those mad2 on the bullet and cartridge “ @@re evidence in the Oswald matter are based upon a microscopic study of the i ~~ Sndividual characteristic, markinzs finprese2d in tha suriaces of the bullets and ~ = ooo Cirtridge eases by tha myechanism of the weapon and upon a microscopic --, Comparison of these r3Rkings with those produced on test specimens fired from the ae Ct suspected weason., Lines the maridnzs left by a weanon on a bullet or cartridge — AD . Case are chorgcierictic of that Verpcn, @ Suspocted bullet or cartridge czse racial. bearigs such merkings, in Cenereal, con Czfinitaly be identified as having bzea fired ‘irom a pariicalor Weapon, Tnor2 icnitifications are thus based on £oiG4 Wee Scloniiific princs>23s which have b22 “cccpted in court for many years. |... 

tl : Ths piztal fragments froin the President's head are very small pieces Of lez! which kazr ro markings Uset ecu 
-there?re, tore fs no kasis on witch Ur oo Wonpe.. It fs sctod ta this 
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} a sltuction appear only on the metal jacket and not un - ad core, . 
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lc b3 uscsl for identification purposes and, 
2y could definitely b2 associated with any 

bullets involved in this matter 
alloy jackct; the identifying warks 

   
(sce note on page 8) 
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| tongrable J. Leo Ranidin - _ SO se % 

{ - Jn tho Mst cf spacimens on page one of your letter, it was noted that a 

‘ bi2cimen Q8 was descrived as a cartridga case. Actually, this epecimen was - 

Goscribed in Special Arent Gemberling's report dated November 30, 1963, as 

a cartridge and {s in fact an unfired cartridge. — , Loe Rk: 
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Honor@®le J. Lee Rankin 

NOTE: The bullet Sound on the stretcher at the hospital, specimen QI, and the " 
large bullet fragments, Q2 and Q3, found in the President's automobile were ; 
identified in the Laboratory as having been fired from the Mannlicher-Carcano - 
rifle sulmilted in this case and which was identified as belonging to Oswald. — 
The three cartYidge cases found in the Texas Schoo] Book Depository Building 
were definitely identified in the Laboratory as having been fired in the submitted | 
rifle. Several cartridge cases recovered in connection with the shooting of 
Officer Tippett were identified as having been fired in the .38 Special Smith ~~ 

. arig Wesson revolver, SN V510210. 

The tiny lead fragments removed — the President's head bore no _ 
markings suitable for identification purposes. To further our study in respect 
to these small fragments, a spectrographic examination was made of them and 

_ they were found to be composed of a bullet alloy comparable in composition to 
the core of the fragments from the President's automobile; however, this is not 
sufficient to definitely establish that they are from a bullet fired from Oswald's 

gun.” 
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