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Mr., J. Edgar Hoover

Director, Federal Buresu of Investigation
‘ " Deportment of Juctice

Washington, D. C. 20530

{

Decar Mr. lioover: ?‘)‘ r::
‘ n N A
This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of m N
February T, 1964, sent in response to my letter of February k, P e
1964, requesting a detailed description of the so-called eviden- I &
tiery facts upon which the Burcau based its ultimate conclusions E’ ’i ‘.'
that (a) Q1, Q2, and Q3, a bullet and bullet fragments, were = }f ~
fired from K1, the rifle, (Sce Specisl Agent Gemberling's report %2 ‘ & g
doted November 30, 1963, at poges 162-164); (b) Q6 and Q7, two R W B
cortriige cases, were fired in K1 (See Special Agent Gemberling's +"‘1‘
‘report dated November 30, 1963, et peges 162-164); (c) Qi8, a ;.UL
cartridge case, was fired in K1 (See Specinl Agent Gemberling's . 5
report dated December 10, 1963 at pages 333-334); and (a) QT4-TT, (::) S
four .38 Speciol cartridge cases, were fired in K3, the revolver -
(See Speziol Agent Gemberling's report dated December 10, 1963, ()'f .,
at page 351). o ¢

(e

The Commissinn, myself and the staff are faced with
the problem of eventually making a public explanation which cen
be readily understood in concrete evidentiary terms rather than
by expert conclusion, much in the sume menner as ballistic '
evidence and testimony of experts is demonstrated to a lay jury.
We would therefore appreciate it if you could set forth, in
detail,, a comparison of the merkings on the fired bullet and
carttggges with the test bullets and cartridges. ‘
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‘ S With this end in view the Commission has requested
b ¢ that I egain write you on this subject and request that the
: Bureau submit to 1t a description of the appropriate evidentiary
; v detail underlying the above referred to conclusions and demon- .
‘ strating their validity. ' :
dat Sincerely,
| - L
i V. {-2-¢
i ‘ J. Lee Rankin
‘ ) General Counsel
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