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10 : Vhe Director Lo ete a Federal Bureau of Inves tigation Mr. Tolan ee . 
Se NE. Belmon . : : . . Pe Q : ¢ ac} Mr. Moke oe oe FROM? The Acting Attorney General -  ¢ A. f Eee Delete hve “* 4} : ; ae Ses) Me, Casper. 

~ 4)} 4 L. Me. Cattahan ' - ay an ‘ {? ? (25 ™.! ee \/ : Mr. onrad., we is / s so BOOS Bone . : My.” velt.___pa “3 sugjecr: Public Disclosure of Warren Commission. - ce Aina: mn * Reports and Working Papers y Se he Vite, Sets 
cane ot We tay wi. , Mr. Tavel, wien S Se ne a 4st. Ly . "> . Mr. Trotter 4 

The President has requested the Department of Justice Min eee | CO coordinate a study among the appropriate governmental Miss Gandy} ae Ee 2 agencles concerning the availability to members of the public [| -——-—_-_——- + += | Of materials delivered b} the President's Commission onthe aaa Vasa Assassination of President Kennedy to the National Archives, - ‘ u : 1S thts, ma atte - : - 4 eee eet. .. . : 

% : As you know, the current regulations of the National bos “*, ° Archives provide that reports Of investigative agencies are : not tO be made available to any member of the public, regard-, Sa} _ less Of his credentials or purpose, for a period of 75 years |". we Without the approval of the agency which prepared the repoxt.) x ae The President requested that this Department consider in “+ a particular "the feasibility and advisability of making ar- - Ri oF. pexception, in this particular cage, to the normal 75-year - 
disclosure procedure, no : ro 

: ‘ — . o ‘e , - 

ah {can appreciate that the considerations which undfrlie ¢ é 5 Jes the peneral policy of delayed disclosure of investigatoyy ye, Farge _ materials are applicable to some of the unpublished materials Vin, of of the President's Commission. It is undoubtedly necessary ers to withhold certain of the Commission's papers from the public. ee lat this time. ‘On the other hand, in light of "the very special boo we nature of the Warren Commission's investigation and the =... ‘ ‘ desirability of the fullest posatrs one of all the findngs, ". Bigs ‘ ag recoynized by the President's ttiice, careful consideration — ues be ye must be piven to possible alternaidven to £ke 75 ve: \prgeedure aes Fi ncn eo le ehennuiesgtoaue ZF oreprproepaure 11 cy. y Which would protect the legitimate’déma of he/foy ent eee aes . | While allowing "the fullest pogsible disclosure." Moreover, ma, af since much of the evidentiary. material relied on b the Com- Pe ] ees. a 
‘ & 

  

mission hag already been. published, it may welk'be that‘the {> FEB normal reasons for delaying disclosure are. not applicable tou. ¢ Ms a substantial portion of the, unpublished materials, 
1965. 
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4 information related to that included in the document in question 
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! Since, under the normal procedures of the National Archives ;* bs 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation would determine whether Bureau (e0 fe 
reports. submitted to the Commission would be made available for 54,27 we 

linspection, it seems advisable to begin the study by ascertaining *hy" 
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ithe ert rfa and procedures that would be employed by your Bureau’? ** fa 
if requested to permit the examInation of such documents. Though . +. { 
it may be that these matters are normally handled on an ad hoe ae eH 
basis, lt will be helpful to know, so far as possible, the circums . i 
stances under which your Bureau would refuse permission to : a 
Inspect documents prepared for the Commission, Would these’ i p 
considerations apply equally to all persons intérested in viewing ~ f e 
the documents Or would there be some persons, such as recognized ©» PS 
historians or those with security clearance, who would be given : i 
freer access? In determining what documents should remain | 
sealed, what consideration would be given to the extent to which 

appears in materials which have preyiously been published or 
otherwise made public? How often and under what circumstances 
would your Bureau re-evaluate the reasons for maintaining the: «: 
secrecy Of particular documents? - =   

The National Archives has indicated that it would be able “’ 
to make available to each agency all of its investigativé reports 
(and letters in the nature of investigative reports) which are in eee 

[the files of the President's Commission. Thig being so, would ©"... 
you deem it feasible to have a representative of your Bureau = bi 
make an item-by-item examination of the Commission documents ... whet ee 
from your Bureau to determine which may properly be made the =" 

| subject of immediate examination by members of the public (and, ° 
when necessary, be properly declassified), and which may be made — . 
subject to examination at some time less than 75 years hence?. 

    

  
     

  

     
  

“In addition to this information, .1 would appreciate your = : - 
comments and recommendations ag to the pogsibility of é ret 
establishing uniform criteria for the disclosure of investi- oR 
gatlve reports prepared for the President's Commission, and/or. KS 
of establishing a unified procedure for-reviewing requests to a a 
examine these materials. - |. , er ae a fe 

7p - 2 . i % x * Paes ag 

» Lrealize that several of the questions raised by this memos.  B 
randum present difficulties and will require your thoughtful -.6/ 2°. « a4 
consideration, [appreciate your assistance in examining this . ki 
matter, . by 
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