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‘si By letter 2-8-65 the Attorney General (AG) informed the ao Bureau the President has requested Department of Justice to coordinates =~ a study among. appropriate Government agencies concerning the . sas ae - Availability to members of the public of materials delivered by the President's Commission on the assassination of.President Kennedy to ° ** National Archives, The AG specifically requested Bureau comments as to the possibility of making FBI investigative reports and other FBI , 4 +. |] documents, which were furnished to the-Commission, available to the ‘ ) [public at this time and also requested to be advised regarding certain | 
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4 "., ¢riteria and procedures we would follow if requested to permit _ “gts ay" / » examination of our documents, 2 ca ge eS Eye 

4 PROBLEMS INVOLVED; . . j Yoch = He . . 
eee . Basically, the Bureau's position is that materials emanating. a from the Bureau for the President's Commission on the assassination ve 3 of President Kennedy are in the public realm, except in the minority 3 ‘ of instances requiring that the data be classified, Material in our ? aA. reports and other communications that necessitated security . 7q a m classification in interests of the national security included; “? 

* Bae 1, Information from confidential security informants, ; oer oe Some of whom can be identified if the information is made public, : 
a 2 oo. ' 2. Information obtained through confidential investigative ae  teChniques, such as mail covers, technical surveillances, ~ eh anonymous sources, and the like, - ' ) vB, | Enelosure Reug-2—K-er, RR Ee Wt gf i : ncelosure an . 
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3. Information showing our coverage of the Soviet *.. 
Embassy, Washington, D.C. Ct Penge ie 

geetithes + 4.. Information from other Government agencies which "2 
Fat Was classified by such agencies and, therefore, we must ~3.*"* 

mnintain such classification, . a mate 
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« According to United States Government classification © . Procedures, anyone having access to classified material must have the =: “necessary security clearance, een , : 
2 

The overwhelming majority of our letters and reports which we disseminated to the President's Commission were unclassified because . we endeavored to make them soz However, there are real problems ws ‘involvéd in some of these letters and reports, and we have previously ©. | pointed this out to both the AG and the Presideit's Commission, Maree me 
- Fa 

Te! p For example, our unclassified documents which were furnished : to the President's Commission contained a considerable amount of rumor, 7 ~ [gessto, and character-~assassination-type data involving innocent people, We have been extremely concerned over the possibility of-this type ~- information becoming available to the public. We specifically pointed put to the AG and the President's Commission that making the contents — {..-' -9f such documents available to the public could cause serious — repercussions to the Commission, and we pointed out the responsibility *... which must be assumed by the Commission in the event such documents are made available to the public,» . 

as The Commission took cognizance of our letter and by letter “t=. dated 11/18/64 replied that it was keenly aware that the publication oT of such documents should take place only after serious consideration of all the implications and that it was making every effort to minimize 3: the use of information of a highly personal nature, consistent with the po . Overriding requirement that the Commission make available to the public ins the fullest possible record of the investigation of the President's >  “BsSassiiiation, . 2 
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In addition, there is .a real problem involved where our unclassified documents contain information that was furnished to us in confidence by sources such as banks, hotels, Western Union, and the like. whose records cannot be produced, except under the issuance of a Subpoena duces tecum, Public disclosure of such information could lose bry us the cdoperation of these valuable sources and possibly subject these i sources to--a civil suit, * saat oe file Ais 6 
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2 te te Another problem involves our reports concernin Oswald and her personal activities following the ass Also, in checking out the background of Lee Harvey O ‘including Ruth and 
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In addition, it is noted that the enfire extensive investigation we conducted concerning Jack Ruby, convicted assassin of | |now Harvey Oswald, is part of the records of the President's Commission now being maintained by the National Archives, The Ruby” case is te - .. “présently on appeal. Dogg nathE 

OBSERVATIONS: --- | DS . -_ 

During this Bureau's investigation of Lee Harvey Oswald and related inquiries, we sent to the Commission over 2,300 reports, letters and memoranda totaling approximately 25,400 pages. These included reports on Lee Harvey Oswald, Jack Ruby, Mark Lane, Ruth and Michael Paine, Jeanne and George DeMohrenschildt, general assassination reports dealing with false allegations and evidential items and.other related matters, 7 : oS Bo eg 2 ke 
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At the termination of its investigation, the Commission in the preparation of its report to the public requested authority from . this Bureau to declassify certain of our documents in order that it. _ could use data in such communications in its report. In such instances we did authorize declassification of certain classified reports, or 

Still protect our sources and coverage, Some ‘of _ our classified communications dealing with the investigation of false - leads, allegations, and the like, were never used by the Commission in “its report to the public, Although we ‘do not know whether all data we furnished to the Commission has been turned over by ‘the Commission to the Nationa} Archives, we assume this has been done, . 

QUESTIONS RAISED BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: . 

A oe .M his letter, the AG Specifically requested to be furnished “answers fo:the following questions: - ne ant Ray? 
“oo Dee . 
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_ 12. QUESTION: What are the circumstances under which the FBI would; . refuse permission to inspect documents prepared for . + the Commission? . Si ig ae“ igs Bel Ae cee a te 

ANSWER: Basically, the FBI's position is that materials emanating . from the Bureau for the President's Commission are in the public realm, except in.‘the minority of instances -t requiring that the data be classified. In orderfor a >» - - person to gain access to the relatively few classified 4. documents of this Bureau being matntained by the National Archives for the President's Commission, a security . Bypapes 7 clearance would be required, Bo ote FE Se e -t~ mere Oe _'}2. °Q0ESTION: -Would these considerations apply equally to all persons Ps interested in viewing the documents, or would there be ' Me Some persons such as recognized historians or those with CG Sequrity clearance, who would be given freer access? 
ANSWER: Ag stated in the answer above, to have access to Classi fie documents of this Bureau being maintained-by National Archives, a person, whether a recognized historian or otherwise, would have to have a Security clearance, as oy - such person would be bound by the classification of the eto, document in such person's handling of the material, - 

3. QUESTION: In determining what documents should remain sealed, what "consideration would be given to the extent to which ~~ | . information related to that included in the document in. ee Question appears in materials which have previously been ces published or otherwise made public? ‘ 

or
" ANSWER: Should it be considered desirable, this Bureau will . ; examine the classified information from the FBI which was sent to the National Archives by the President's - Commission for the purpose of extracting the classified information from the report so that this material could be segregated from the remainder of the report, : 
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4. QUESTION: How often and under what circumstances would the FBI “ re-evaluate the reasons for maintaining the secrecy of particular documents? nous : 
. ° 
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ANSWER:*, We will review each classified document at least once a year and at any Other time a spécific inquiry is received concerning the classification of a ‘certain document, — 
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a The AG also requested to be furnished our comments. and ete RF 
reconmendations as to the possibility of establishing uniform criteria’ } 
for the disclosure of investigative reports prepared for the President's 
Commission, and/or of establishing a unified procedure for a ee, 4 
requests to examine these RRCE Ee 

  

In responding to this question, we are informing the ‘AG. thas 
we do not have any comments or recommendations for establishing uniform 
criteria for the disclosure of investigative reports involved and/or | 
of establishing a unified procedure for reviewing requests to examine ° 
these materials, We are pointing out to the AG that there are certain | 
serious problems involved in the disclosure of certain unclassified | 
information which the Department should seriously consider. These ~ 

| problens, as mentioned above, include the fol Lown: oie ene ca 

  

1. -A number of our unclassified reports contain a : 
_  considerable»amount of rumor, gossip, and character-assassination= 

5 type data involving innocent people, and that there could be 
serious repercussions to the Commission and to this Government... 
should such documents be made available to the public, 

. 2. A number of our reports contain information from 
confidential sources such as banks, hotels, Western Union, and 
the like, whose records could not be produced except under the 
issuance of a subpoena duces tecum. Public disclosure of 
such information could lose us the cooperation of these valuable 
sources and possibly subject the sources to a civil suit. 
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gee | 3. A number of our papoutn contain extensive investigation 
how into the personal lives of Marina Oswald and associates of Lee Harve} 

Oswald, Disclosure of such data to the public could cause these 
[ oerenes real embarrassment, which would be unwarranted since they 34 
were not involved in the assassination. — nei 

  
- ” 4. Reports containing the entire extensive investigation, | 

which we conducted concerning Jack Ruby, are part of the records 
|e the President's Commission, now being maintained by National 
Archives. The Jack Ruby case is presently on appeal. 

Lo The AG in his letter also stated that National Archives has 
Fn indicated it would be nble to make available to each agency all. of its 

- inyestigative reports, which are in the files of the President's =. - 
Commission, The AG indicated that this being so, would we deem it 

feasible tc have a representative of this Bureau:‘make an item-by-item 

examination of the Commission documents from this Bureau to determine 

which may properly be made the subject of immediate Sxantnatsen, n BY 
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‘mewbers of the public @nd, where necessary, be properly declassified,) 
and which may be made subject. to examination at some time less than 
75 years hence, : woe 3     

   
        

     

       

  

   

    

    
; In our reply to he, AG on this point, « we are atatiag that 

we do not find it necessary to make this item=-by-item examination | 
since we have complete records of eveatything we have disseminated to 
the President's Commission, We will inform the AG, however, that as 

*- pointed out above, we will examine each classified document maintained 
by National Archives for the purpose of extracting the classified 
_information from the report so that this material could be segregated 
'.from the remainder of the report, Af S0eh aakaan is deemed desirable, 
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Attached is a letter to the Attorney General responding 4 

to ‘his letter. along the dines siecised horeAMs . 
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