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By 
Ronald 

Kessler 
W
a
s
a
i
n
g
t
o
n
 

Post 
Staff 

W
r
i
t
e
r
 

{n 
Tate 

September, 
1963—eight 

weeks 
Defore 

the 
asgassination 

of 
P
r
e
s
i
d
e
n
t
 

K
e
n
n
e
d
y
—
L
e
e
 

H
a
r
v
e
y
 

Os- 

w
a
l
d
 

t
e
l
e
p
h
o
n
e
d
 

the 
Soviet 

e
m
b
a
s
s
y
 

in 
Mexico 

City 
and 

tried 
to 

make 
a 

deal. 

In 
exchange 

for 
unspecified 

infor- 
m
a
t
i
o
n
,
 

he 
w
a
n
t
e
d
 

a 
free 

trip 
to 

Russia. 

.This 
c
o
n
v
e
r
s
a
t
i
o
n
 

was 
i
n
t
e
r
c
e
p
t
e
d
 

and 
r
e
c
o
r
d
e
d
 

by 
the 

C
e
n
t
r
a
l
 

Intel- 

ligence 
Agency 

at 
the 

time. 
But 

it 
was 

not 
then 

turned 
over 

to 
the 

FBI, 
which 

has 
responsibility 

for 
investi- 

gating 
possible 

spies, 
and 

it 
was 

not 
later 

turned 
over 

to 
the 

W
a
r
r
e
n
 
C
o
m
-
 

mission 
during 

its 
investigation 

of 
the 

assassination, 

The 
u
n
a
n
s
w
e
r
e
d
 

question 
is 

why 
now? 

The 
existence 

of 
the 

CIA 
telephone 

intercept 
of 

Oswald's 
conversation 

in 
M
e
x
i
c
o
 

City 
and 

the 
c
o
n
t
e
n
t
s
 

of 
the 

still-secret 
transcript 

h
a
v
e
 

b
e
e
n
 

veri- 

fied 
by 

The 
W
a
s
h
i
n
g
t
o
n
 

Post. 
T
h
e
 

Post 
has 

a'so 
verified 

that 
the 

CIA’ 
failed 

to 
turn 

over 
the 

c
o
m
p
l
e
t
e
 

  

transc 
ript 

to 
either 

the 
FBI 

cr 
the 

W
a
r
r
e
n
 

C
o
m
m
i
s
s
i
o
n
.
 

Instead, 
the 

C
I
A
 

gave 
the 

FRI 
in 

O
c
t
o
b
e
r
,
 

1963, 
only 

a 
brief 

report 
say- 

ing 
Oswald 

had 
m
a
d
e
 

contact 
with 

the 
R
u
s
s
i
a
n
s
.
 

It 
g
a
v
e
 

the 
W
a
r
r
e
n
 

C
o
m
i
n
i
s
s
i
o
n
 

a 
t
r
a
n
s
c
r
i
p
t
 

of 
the 

t
a
p
e
d
 

c
o
n
v
e
r
s
a
t
i
o
n
 

but 
fer 

u
n
e
x
p
l
a
i
n
e
d
 

rea- 
sons 

failed 
to 

include 
in 

the 
transcript 

O
s
w
a
l
d
’
s
 

offer 
of 

i
n
f
o
r
m
a
t
i
o
n
 

and 
his 

suggestion 
that 

the 
Russians 

would 
w
a
n
t
 

to 
pay 

his 
w
a
y
 

to 
the 

Soviet 

Union. 

The 
Post 

has 
also 

d
e
t
e
r
m
i
n
e
d
 

that 
the 

CLA, 
for 

u
n
e
x
p
l
a
i
n
e
d
 

reasons, 
told 

the 
W
a
r
r
e
n
 

C
o
m
m
i
s
s
i
o
n
 

that 
it 

learned 
of 

most 
of 

Oswald’s 
activities 

in 
M
e
x
i
c
o
 

City 
only 

after 
the 

assas- 

sination. 
The 

fact 
is, 

however, 
that 

the 
CLA 

monitored 
a
n
d
 

tape-recorded 
his 

conversation 
with 

both 
the 

Rus- 
sian 

and 
C
u
b
a
n
 

embassies 
in 

Mexico 
City 

in 
the 

fall 
of 

1963, 
b
e
f
o
r
e
 

K
e
n
-
 

nedy’s 
death. 

It 
was 

the 
CEA’s 

belief 
that 

the 
two 

e
m
b
a
s
s
i
e
s
 

w
e
r
e
 

h
e
a
v
i
l
y
 

i
n
v
o
l
v
e
d
 

in 
the 

spy 
business 

and 
that, 

specifi- 
cally, 

they 
were 

operational 
bases 

for 
intelligénce 

activities 
directed 

at 
the 

United 
States. 

  

g 
mY 

ils on ; O
s
w
a
l
d
 

¢ Fall» 
So. 

with 
the 

full 
eoopenitife 

of 
the 

Mexican 
g
o
v
e
r
n
m
e
n
t
,
 

CIA 
wiretaps 

were 
installed 

on 
telephone 

lines 
go- 

ing 
into 

both 
embassies. 

The 
CIA 

was 
esovecially 

interested 
in 

U.S. 
citizens 

who 
m
a
d
e
 

contact 
with 

the 
embassies.” 

Fhus, 
w
h
e
n
 

O
s
w
a
l
d
 

showed 
up 

in 
Mexico 

City 
in 

lat® 
S
e
p
t
e
m
b
e
r
 

and 
telephoned 

the 
Russian 

embassy, 
his 

c
o
n
v
e
r
s
a
t
i
o
n
 

w
a
s
 

pi¢ked 
up 

f
r
o
m
 

the 
wiretap, 

A 
transcripf 

was 
made 

and 
cireulated 

in 
the 

CIA 
offices 

in 
the 

A
m
e
r
i
c
a
n
 

e
m
b
a
s
s
y
 

in 
Mexico 

City. 
The 

station 
chiet 

at 
that 

time 
was 

the 
late 

. 
whe 

per- 
sonally 

r
e
v
i
e
w
e
d
 

alr 
transcripts 

ema- 
nating 

from. 
w
i
r
e
t
a
p
s
 
on 

Saviet 
bloe 

installations. 
The 

O
s
w
a
l
d
 

transceept 
according 

to 
a 

CIA 
translator’ 

who 
worked 

with 
Scott, 

aroused 
a 

lot 
of 

interest. 
“
“
T
h
e
y
 

usually 
p
i
c
k
e
d
 

up 
the 

trans- 
cripts 

the 
next 

day.” 
he 

said. 
“This 

they 
wanted 

right 
away.” 

What 
that 

transcript 
contained 

is 
a 
matter 

of 
s
o
m
e
 
dispute, 

and 
the 

C
I
A
 

says 
it 

r
o
u
t
i
n
e
l
y
 

d
e
s
t
r
e
y
e
d
:
 

the 
tape 

before 
the 

assassination. 
But 

some 

See 
O
S
W
A
L
D
,
 

A7, 
Col. 

1   

ee 

 
 

%, 
i 

LEE 
HARVEY 

O
S
W
A
L
D
 

' 
. telephoned 

Soviet 
e
m
b
a
s
s
y




