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CIA Withheld Details on Oswald Call
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wc Ronald Kessler
Waszingron Post Staff Writer

in late September, 1963—eight
weeks before the assassination of
President Kennedy—Lea Harvey Os-
wald telephoned the Soviet =mbassy
in Mexico City and tried to make a
deal.

In exchange for unspecified infor-
mation. he wanted a free trip to
Russia.

-This conversation was intercepted
and recorded by the Central Intel-
ligence Agency at the time. But it was
not then turned over to the FBI,
which has responsibility for investi-
gating possible spies, and it was not
later turned over to the Warren Com-
mission during its investigation of the
assassination.

The unanswered question is why
noi?

The existence of the CIA telephone
intercept of Oswald's conversation in
Mexico City and the contents of the
still-secret transcript have been veri-
fied by The Washington Post. The

Post has a'so verified that the CIA’

faiied to turn over the complete

:.m:m, ript to either the FBI cor the
Warren Commission.

Instead. the CIA gave the FBI in
October, 1963, only a brief report say-
ing Oswald had made confact with
:Hm _Russians. It gave the Warren
Cominission a transcript of the taped
conversation but fer unexplained rea-
sons failed to include in the transcript
Oswald’s offer of information and his
suggestion that the Russians would
want to pay his way to the Soviet
Union.

The Post has also determined that
the CIA, for unexplained reasons, told
the Warren Commission that it
learned of most of Oswald’s activities
in Mexico City only affer the assas-
sination. The fact is, however, that
the CIA monitored and tape-recorded
his conversation with both the Rus-
sian and Cuban embassies in Mexico
City in the fall of 1963, before Ken-
nedy’s death.

It was the CIA’s belief that the two
embassies were heavily involved in
the spy business and that, specifi-
cally, they were operationatl bases for
intelligénce activities directed at the
United States.

So. with the full no%mnm:az of the
Mexican government, CIA wiretaps
were installed on telephone lines go-
ing into both embassies.

The CIA was especially interested
in U.S. citizens who made contact
with the embassies.™

Thus, when Oswald showed up in
Mexico City in latg September and
telephoned the Russian embassy, his
conversation was pigked up from the
wiretap. A transcripf was made and
cireculated in the CIA offices in the
American embassy m Mexico City.

The Mﬁmﬂou oEmﬁ at that time was
the late S . who per-
sonally reViewed m: transcripts ema-
nating from. ﬂc.mnmnm on Saviet bloe
installations. :

The Oswald nwmum@eﬁ according to
a CIA translator” who worked with
Scott, aroused a lot of interest.

““They usually picked up the trans-
cripts the next day” he said. “This
they wanted right away.”

What that transcript contained is
a matter of some dispute, and the CIA
says it routinely destreyed- the tape
before the assassination. But some

See OSWALD, A7, Col. 1

A }

LEE HARVEY OSWALD i

. telephoned Soviet embassy



“ CIA’ Withheld Detaj]

OSWALD. From A1

People who saw the transcript or

heard the tape before the assassina.

tion recal] that Oswalg was trying to
make a dea], .

' One of them is Davig A, Phillips, a
former CIla officer, who now heads
the Association of Retired Intelligence
i i leading defender
Phillips was me.
tioned in Mexico City at the time,

The transeript Tevealed, Phillips re-
called, that Oswald told the Soviet
embassy: T have informatign you
vould be interested in, and I know
70U can pay my way” to Russia.

The stenographer who typed up the
ranscript and the translator who pre-
‘ared it had simjlar recollections.

“He said he had
> tell them,” the typist said in an
iterview in Mexicq, “His main con-
Irn was getting to one of the two

* had to meet them.”
The Warren Commission
ided the Russians ang Cubans were
t much impressed 9y Oswald.
is Supported by Sylvia Duran.
Vlexican citizen who worked in the
ban émbassy at the time of Qs.
ld’s visit, She talkad to Oswald on
ot 27, 1963, and recalls the meet-
in some detail. s
1 a joint interview in Mexico City
1 this reporter and Post specia]’
‘e3Spondent Marlise Simons, Duran -
Oswald told fer that he wanted
ravel to Cyha and Russia and dis-
ed documents to show me he was
riend” of the Cuban revolution.
ng other things. he claimed to he
2mber of the American Commu-
Party. . ’
ran said she informed Oswald
in order to travel to Russia he
1 have to obtain pPermission from
'oviets. Oswald went off and re-

later con-

d later in the day to inform
1 that he hag obtained the nec-
© permission, Duran saig she

the Soviet embassy and was
dswald’s application for a visa
take three to four months taq
5. Informed of this, Duran said,

S :

some Emozdm:o:

Oswald :w& really angry -ang red.
He was gesticulating »
had to cajl for help from the Cuban

moﬁmgﬁ Duran’s story covered only
Oswald’s five.day

the first day of 3
stay in Mexico City. Oswald later re-
ferred in 1 letter to “meetings” Ke
had in the Soviet Embassy, )
How interested the C1A was im
Oswald’s dealings with the two em-
bassieg is - uncertain. . .
The translator and typist who han-
dled the transeript of the

clusion. .

The agency waited until Oet.
1963, to notify the FBI of Oswaid’s
activities, And its teletyped report

travel to Cuba apq Russia. “On QOe.
tober 1, 1963.” the teletype message
said. “a reliable and sensitive source

in Mexico Téported that an Ameriean
male, who identified himself a5 Lee
Oswald, contacted the Soviet Embassy

In  Mexico City inquiring whether
the e€mbassy hag received any news
concerning a telegram which had been

sent to Washington »

That was strietly a routine umzaazm
of the matter, and similar to the
standard reports made tq the FBI at
that time on other contacts with the
Communists by American citizens in
Mexico. v

Even after Kennedy’s assassination,’
the CIaA failed to turn over tq the

the assassination,
The significance of the CIA actions

is difficult to assess. The FBI in the
fall of 1963 was already showing ip.

Duran said she

éﬂ. ]

son O

interest in ‘Oswald and

might or might Dot have intensified -

that interest if it had been
Oswald’s conversations,

Whether the new information would
have affected the Warren Commis-
ston’s deliberations is also an open

evidente to show Oswald acted on
behalf of 3 H,o_.mﬁb.,,bos.mﬁ o

Nevertheless, thege is yet no ex.
planation for the oﬁw.m;wwu&wum of
Oswald’s conversations. The, CIA to-
day refuses to comment, sayimg it
wotld riot be appropriate in the light
of" an impending. investigation by the
House Select Committee on - Assas-
sinations. . . .

“When -asked if they eould explain
the "agency’s actions.  some ClA of-
ficers statigned at the time in Aexico
City _Said"the CIa may have hag »
refatibnship * with -Oswald  that it
Sought to conceal, The CIA Has de.
nied this: . Cn

David W:"Belin, “who was an as.
sistant counsel to the Warren Com-
mission and later €xecutive director
of the Rockefeller commissien’s probe
said that if the 1%

of a foreign conspiracy.

Sen. Richarg S. Schweikey iR-Pa.),
who led the Senate intelligence com-
mittee’s probe of the assassinatiof,
said that investigation would have
taken on anp “entirely different dgj.
rection ang perspective” if the com-
mittee had been aware of Oswald’s
conversations.

the Rockefeller commis-
sion, revealed the CIA also did not
tell the Warren Commission of a
report from an alleged witness to a
meeting in Mexicq City between. Os-
wald anqg Cubap intelligence agents,
At the time, Cuban agents- coordi-
nated their more important activities
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with agents of the KGB, the Soviet
intelligence service,

Belin called on the CFA to make
full disclosure of its knowledge of
Oswald angd his contacts with the
Cubans and Russians.

Belin. 3 staunch defender of the
Warren Commission’s conclusion that
Oswald was the lone assassin who
killed Kennedy, saig he recognizes
the CIA’s concern ahouyt disclosing

secret sources and intelligence tech-

greater na-
interest would be
diselosing the truth,
AS @Y spokesman mbmoEam:,.m. de-
nied that the agency has a report of
@ meeting between Oswald ang Cuban
agents. “The agency {s aware of oniy
on& such specifie altegation, ahd that
sum.m debunked,” the spokesman. said.
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