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52 
The Bureau 

> Edwin A. Walker. Walker was a right-winger, a John Bircher, but basically a nobody to the Russians or the Cubans. It would have been unnecessary for a valuable agent to take the chance of shooting Walker if Oswald had the assi gnment of killing the president. If I had to guess I'd say that Oswald acted alone, but I was puzzled by the ac- curacy of his shooting. Oswald didn’t have a record of being an out- standing marksman and yet he hit the president with two shots while his car was moving slowly down the road. His third shot hit Governor Connally. I went to the book depository from which Oswald fired at the president and J looked out the window where he was positioned. I've been around guns all my life and I’m a reasonably good shot, but I must say that that would be quite a task for me. It was, tragically, damn good shooting. 
On the other hand, it seemed extremely likely to me that Jack Ruby, a local nightclub owner who knew a lot of low characters, who was a police buff, and who had a working relationship with the local police, could easily have been a police informer. That certainly could explain Ruby’s presence at the jail where he shot Oswald. Hoover became disturbed by some of the things that started to develop. Both the Dallas police and the Secret Service began accus- ing us of not cooperating with them. Then it was revealed that before the assassination one of our agents in Dallas had received a note from Oswald telling the agent to stop hassling his wife Marina. The note was unfortunately destroyed by the agent. 

Hoover's main thought was always how to cover, how to protect himself, so he began issuing letters of censure to men in the bureau. His theory was that if he was scored with having mishandled the in- vestigation, he could say: “The moment the assassination occurred I looked into the matter and fixed the responsibility for what happened on individuals to whom | gave letters of censure, transferred, or both.” Hoover always had someone else do his dirty work, so he ap- pointed a friend of mine, Jim Gale, as assistant director to handle the inspection. Gale, of course, was told beforehand by Hoover what kind of a result to come up with even before he spoke with anyone or looked into a single detail. Gale didn’t want the job at all, but had to go through with it. The result was that two Supervisors were given letters of censure and transferred out of headquarters, which meant a 
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