-+ | reflect any intention of
ask Marullo to stay execution of the -
bond until prosecutors could lodge:
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By RUSSELL GOODAMAN r_r N%?é ultimately waited 16 days after

Orleans  Parish  District Attor
Harry Connick has been - aecused of
“show-biz public relations™ for waiting
‘16 days after Gordon Novel's appeal

bond was set (o request thal it be

incressed.

Criminal District Court ,_.Ewm Frank
A. Marullo Jr guestivned Friday why
‘Connick would want the bond on Novel

i

‘hiked to  $100,000 considering tihe
-defendant is eligible now for parale
‘and lackz: about six ‘months being

released an “'good time.”

Marullo, who presided over the
- 40 -year-old defendant.of conspiracy to
commit aggravated arson, sentenced
July 16 the judge set Novel’
‘bond at $25,000, which' an assistant .
district attorney oSmngn to as ggn
too low.

The minute clerk’s ,m:n:mu in Novel's
voluminous file,

the state to

. complaints in the state Supreme Court.

. ‘That body could order a hearing to-
reconsider the amount of the band or -

. could suggest an appropriate-bond and -
. remand the case to Maruilo, the trial’
judge.

have requested that Marullo rethink

Novel to make the bond. But, the clerk
of court’s files S&ES :_.: Connick’s

.state’s third attempt to ‘convict the -

Novel Jan. 29 to three years in Angola.
s appeal

however, do not -

Altornatively, Connick’s office could .

the matter during the four days it took:

the bond was set and 12 days after
Novel made the boud to raise objec-
tons.

"This is all show-biz public relations
for Harry Connick,” Marullo saic
Friday *“That's all it is. Another publie
relations attempt by Mr. Connick.”
Attempts to reach the district attorney
Friday were unsuccessful. Spokeswo-
men for Cennick said he was “out of
the building,” and then later, “he’s tied
up.”

Novel, convicted of masterminding
a plot o tirehomb the former Federa-
tion of Churches Building in the 300
block of St. Charles Avenue Mardi
Gras 1976, has served 13 months and
23 days -in - jail since kLis  arrest,
according to Parish Prison records.

That means the defendant is eligible.
to seek parqle now, having served

more than one-third of his three-year.
.denied

Because zoﬁ_ was um:go»n S.,

sentence. Marullo m?mnaw h
him a new trial,

Angola, where defendants convicted of:
certain crimes may earn “good time,”
he also could seek "an mﬁoamzn
release in about six or seven meonths. |
Marulle, who went on vacation ._.:m
21, the day after Novel was ngﬁr

said “Connick waited until I was out of’

the building to file this. thing. He had
four days until Novel was released to

make his objections to me. It's obvious
to me all he:wants. to do is get mcSm.

publicity.”

Marullo said, “He (Connick) sc&n
like Zo<o~ to run, so _E could mmn that

B o oscerances

\wga ‘the B@:Q and the assistant
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defendants’ bond forfeitures go into an |
account -administered by the district |
- attorney.

Connick told 'The Times-Picayune
June 22 the so-called “fines and fees” |
account, intg which forfeitures are . .
deposited, is “over a $100,000 in debt.”

In a related development Friday, a
problem cropped up with the motion to
increase the bond of Novel.

The motion, submitted Aug. 1 by
Assistant . District - Attorney Marvin
Opotowsky, is' “not technically filed,”
according to Criminal District Court
Judge Jerome Winsberg, who said
Opotowsky ::—& to follow the rules of
court. .

Winsberg EE he “Jearned :.Scmr
newspaper accounts that the motion is
to be heard in his section H_E&nu..
since Marullo is on vacation. ..

But Winsberg ‘was never ‘consulted
by the district attorney’s personnel, he .
said, nor was the motion submitted to. -
Winsberg's minute clerk, Ray Cuccio.’
The legal paper, found Friday in-
‘Novel's bulging record, bore no mark-
Angs by or. aaumgoancneo: e

Winsberg called Opotowsky m...amw

cenu::_:osa_ n_:_.o:.w voan:n::w
_ Connick or Ea Evaéaw» :
. __cnnm. g
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_ that Novel was in violation of his bond
- by listing his address as heing ‘in
Jefferson Parish. “I told him,” Marullo
said, “that he could live anywhere: in
- the state he wanted, rﬁ he X:E. ‘not
aomco rocs.wp» o




