Bt. 12, Frederieck, Hd. 21704
1/12/6

¥r. Thomas Bresson FOIA/PA Office
¥81 headguarters
Hashington, D.U. 20535
Going back mowe than three months I filed a number of PUIS/PA requests that

1 pewsenaliy irforzed you I wpuld be £ when w= met and dicussed these things
ooy almest & yoar ago. 8y purposs then was o inform you because it was by then clasr

thgl the FEIL had set sut to stfonewall mo and io any way possible gud the auended law,

You have bully iate this 2 chens and a means of compiling impressive if depeptive
statistios Tuut would be truly sdairsbie il spplied Yo law exfercement.

To dets 1 can't reeall s giogle maaningful respouse. icknosvlsdsgouments that in them-
selves arc mcapinglese and are fom letters thalk can be done by machise are delayed
paat the tlue pormditied by the lad.

¥hile in esch instunce my regaest has besen for identifiable if not indeed
complately identified recowds in no singls case has the response indicated leave aloue
identified wy reqguest. 1 thus have sbselutely no way of mowing what ths nonpresponse
is Bupposed to addvess.

I have phlebitis, ~hich limits what I oan do and soneiimes sccess o uy files.
Howaver, let me take as a cace in point the form lotier bearing Hr. Eelley's signature
and dated November 24, 1979. It "im to acinokdedge recsipt of your (my] Fresdom of
information- Privacy Acts (FOIAPA) regquest {sio] by the FBI on October 31, 1975.%

How in the world have I any way of kuowlbpg whal vou received Ucteber 31 or how
long delsyed in the mails any regquest misght be? I do knmow that on Ooisber 27 I filed
luwe requests. This form letter refers Yo ghg. It also refers to the Privacy Aet, which
mekes the whole t:ing ~ deliberately - more oconfusing because I am certain mejther of
these requests wae under the Frivacy Act., Uns thing is not confused and that is that as
of today you have not even adknowlodged receipt of ore of thase regueste, doth of the
sasme day and maili ng. (Another exampls is Pircctor Kelley's letter of 1/7/76 which
scknowledges an unidentified receipt of 1/2/76. Can this be the delayed other mequest
of 10/27% Have I from snything you have ssnt any way of knowing?)

¥ith the exception of whatever the Ful receivsd Janusry 2 of this year the tine
for repponse undsr the law in sach and svery other reguest has long since expired, 1
could have filed appesls and them gone to court. (s I reosll it when my last sppeal, of
fiay, was never acted upon, anc I filed im late Bovember, you sterted to deliver.iffer
I filed suit.)But the last thing I weant to de is clutter the courts needlessly or %o
have any agency waste work, tinme and money for whiech there is o0 much need., Howwver,
you, not I, do this. In =y opinion there is no excuse for any of this andé less than none
«“hen last Herch, specifying that 11 wam so you could prepare, 1 persounally listed e
you in yowr ofiice esch of these requests . would formalise in writing when I could,

1 sinply will pot be stomswslled. Ner will I be purty 4o FEI coutrivences inbonded
tec negate the will aigmmss ami the law. On the othu- hapd, I have o recognize that
in addition %o all this deliberate contempt for ithe law the FBI has by it created a very
diffienlt situation so it ean ery-baby to CUongress over alleged hardships imposed on it
by the Congress. Xy own experience permits ne other interpretation. And in all the suits
1 beve been foreed to file, in no single case without later delivery in some form or an~
other of what I asked for or aimission of its existelies and the proffer of FBl elected
substitutes for what I requested, there is no single instance of any of my requests being
improper, unclear, unréal or in any way not entirely proper. In no single case should it



ne+ <vey been negassary o go fo court. In fact, in no case should sn appesl have been

Seasare ﬁu&iﬁnﬁa&ﬁg&amh&at%@tbwnwha%mgﬁmmafﬁe:iallmghy
sme of pur highest law-enforcement officials to urdisputed perjury. To thie day no single
porgon to whow T have attribubed perjury has eomplained to me or fildlan actien agalast
me. Ayt I have repested these charges often enough cutsids the proteciion of ks court,
is well as offering to do this ocutside the courtroon in the resence of en Assistsnt
Wnitd States Atiorney and involved Department of Justice lawyers, in the courtroom,

saide Irom sy age sud uy rishis undsr the law I feel and sssume the obligniions

of eiiigenship. Beither my nge nor my health nor the lizdtations it izposos on me will
deter my determdnation %o mske the povernment shide by the law, As Hr, Jurtice irandeds
snoe said, "Decemcy, security and liberty alike demand that goverment officials shgll
Be subjocted Yo the same rules of conduet that are cossands to citizens. In & BoVErn=
mont of lew, the existence of the goverument iiself will be imperdled if it fails %o
observe the law scrupulously. Our government iz the potent, the ompipotent teacher. For
good or 1l1l, it tesches the people by its exaaple,”

38, recogaizing what the goversment has been up to from long personal experiencs,
1 stili 4o not want %o add to the burdens ite own sontempt for the law heve nade s resle
ity. Therefore, I am giving voux and the FEI the option,

Yartly bscause I detest the idea of baving 0 sue sy goverannent [ a=m not £iling
&z juuediste apeal on Bhose cases where under the lav it is 8y righi. This smeans ail
but perbaps one request 1 havs sade of the F2I. Instead I will walt another two wecks,
until Janvary 26, If you have not met esch and #very one of the requests by that date
1 ask that you forward this letter as my sppeal in sach taze.

In no case can I be mors speeific becsuse you have psen to this, not in a3 gisgle
iugtance identifyin. the reguest in the formeletter respousesz that are net responses.
Tou have each of ay recuesis and you aloas, 1f snyone cam, can gay to whieh 807 ussnliige
less fors leiter is suspozedbo address, ind I do expeet that in any fulure corresponse
about this my reguest will be fdentified se I will have gt least & remote potion of
what the form leiter is supposed to address,

Regretfully yours,

Harcld Weisberg

By cortified, s@dressec-ouly walil.



