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To Quin Shea from “arold Welsberg, JFK records apisals  9/15/78

Deliberate FBI diseriminstion and non-complisnse

Repeated withholding of what FBI supplisd to others

few vicletion of order in C.i. 7T-2055 before Judge Gesell

Atisched are copies of Retbers between ancther appiicant spd the FEI ralating
to JIE assaseination photographs and relevant records.

These requests are for what are known as Powell snd Betsmer photogrsphs, The
¥3I's denisl of now having any Betmmer photographs appears to be false. One.of ithe
Betuner photos was used this week by the Hpuse assasuins comzittes. I do not recsll
hev many the PUI provided to the Warrem Commission. I do koow it sppears not o
have been all Hugh Betmner took.

Powell was an Avmy intelligence man. I reﬁaéggdhia pletures and the relevant
writien records (which incindes what the FBI got from the 4rmy, only copies nov because
the Army appears to have uemory-boled all its JFX assassinktion records) On or sbout
January 1,1968. Hy check was cashed end I've gotten nothing from the FEI, You will
find this in the list < progided sowe time ago.

Hr. ﬂmhmﬁ%mﬁk&wmmmmwmﬁmmﬂt@m.

OFf course tids is still enother of the steadfast vefusals of the FEI 4o live
within the Department's administretive decision. *t has yet to provide me with a single
copy of a =ingle record disclosed to any other applicabt,

I mwémsmmhmammﬁmwmtmmﬁm
the hearing before Juige “esell. The record showed some 25 POIA reguests to which the
FEL had not responded for up to a decade. Judge Sssell asked Mr, Figley what the
Ugpariment proposed about these. Fr, Figley's: response was that I would receive all
I aslpd for. ‘dnce then I have received enly photograshs other than I suked fer of
mmmmmmmt&us&&a@mﬁxﬂmw%wmﬁsﬂfaraili:hs
JIE photographs. I explain the last part.

IM%M@M?&MWW%W&:M%&ZM?&?%
by trylug o mske an sppointment =t 1%e convesdence 4o sxamine the JFK photos snd pee
if I could not eliminate many. xmwwwminmmwmmt. How this
would have been swissrd, m&m&wmma:wmmgmmg@z
lisitations. Honetheless 1 4id, ou my own initiative try to sccomodate the FBI.

The FEL's stonewalling, even impdx lack of commor civility, hee 1eft me no ai-
ternative than the request/spresl I made sgus time ago, that I redeive a print of all
such pictures, whatever their form, | ——

Recent developmenis, vhieh inclule the misuse of/these pictures by the House
sssaselns and Purther disinformation and misinformation the: is consistent with the
FBI's own record, impel me to ask that you sspedite this with the Fil, By expedite I
mean the decisien, not the sctual delivery of the prints. I'd wait s reasonsble time



for copies once I have an assurance they will be provided. But if they are not going
to be provide I'll raiss the question of gudng back to Judgs “ssell on the guestiond
with counsel.

Please note the time involved in the meeting of the Please requeet. “e wrote
the FBI §/%/78{ It scimowledged his request under date of 8.9.78. One day less than
& month leter it sent his vhat he asked for - vwhat I asked for 10 years age snd still
do not have.

Plesse note also that the Fil's captioning of this response, "JFK dassassina-
tion ~ Powsll Fhotograph”, should have made complisnce with a copy to me sutomatie.

another of my grey-bearfed requests relstes to the lste Joseph Adams Hilteer,
who gave sn accurete description of how \in the official account) JFK was killed e
coupie of weeks before it hapiened., FEL records provided to the ¥arren Comsission
in less Getail then wes possible had him in offect taking credit for that orime.

The late Willie Somevset{t) who was involved in this matter and others with
“i1teer was sn FBI informant. There is a oross-over into Xing assassinatio
I asked counselsto raise germane guestions at the celendar call in C.4.75-1996
yesterday. We habVe ordered a trenseript and will provide a copy when we recedve it.

among the meny reporters with whon I work and fry o sssist there is s Mami-
bassd free-iance who developed sn interest in ithe Hilleer-Somersett matier. I gave him
what information he requested and some FUIA suggestions. Apperently becamse he is not
Sehe received fairly prompt compliance. fie wss here on a viait last week. ™o then gave
pe tuo volumes of records I have not yet fully exsmined bscause I've not had time, Howe
ever, cursory examination discloses that there wes disclosed o Nim what regularly
is withheld from me, in generel and in this specific case, including jnforment file
nusbers apd pames, natters 1'¢ apoeeled long 220 40 Cydft T5~1956. The originals
wore nailed to my friend yesterday, sfter I bought xerox copies the dsy befors. ¥y
counsel has these and your staff is welcome to examine them if 1% desives, Duplicates
are, & an sure, ia FBIEy. #iy recolloction is that complisnce was from B files and
consisted of more Sections thas th: iwe volumes fn which they were bounde (Of course
these unnecessary costs will be sdded to ihe Bill we will furmish in this osse.)

Now it haprens that the FBI 4ié more than merely not comply with the request snd
appeals 1t provided an affidavit by 54 Horace P. Beckwith in which he aought to mis-
lead the Court if in fset he did vo% aleé swesr falsely. You will find this on page
55 of bis affidavit of 8/11/78, e sald the meme and p1) gther relevant information
could not be disclosed, Whether hs stated hers or stated it elsewhere in a sense
referring %o these recerds I do not now recall slesrly, but he did falsely represent
to the Court %has fzrther compliance wasfisrossidle without Sis pawing through 49,000




pages. This i= the FHI's formulation of what it has correlated carefully with the
CIs, which is notWproviding the same carard in cases in court. Bscouss I was left
with no choioe I merely provided the judge with the most voluminous proof of S4
Psakwith's infidelity to fact, s display of these several hundred Somersett pages.
(The FBI claims in C.i. 75-199 not %o be able to retrieve either by subject or by
neme, which makes one wonder how it ean funetion.)

While I am on ihe subject of B4 Seckwith, agsinkx boosuse he snd the FBI had
ieft ue vo aiternative, I had to provide the Court with other proofs of s liberties
with affireations and fsct. Tou will find what is rolevant on page 37 of thds seame
one of his affidavits for all seasens of FHI peed, I include this becauss I think
your staff should know this as i® provesses King sssmssinstion rccords (and to aveid
providing me with a need for going after them if they beliews any other FBI lies)
snd becanse, as I am sure I suggested bofore, it is long past time when semeone in
2 Peeftion of suthority in the Depariment ought be aware and concerned sbout these
Cointelpto~type operations agsins lav snd requesters snd their cousideradls cost,

A stndent vent over some of my FEl correspondence to help Civil. She prepared
;m.-:mpm:mm-mummmwwm:ﬁaf@'&m,
in her exasperation told the FBI thet st least it could respond o what the student
mmwmmrwmspwﬂm.&mﬁ'awmﬁumﬁmz
MWhﬁmntMﬁatQMﬁs?&mmiwﬁrwmlm
this, picking up after the point of the Beckwith affidavit coversd in the affidavit
afuﬁnkimtm;w.%mwt&mm*mmlmmzma
repregentation for use yesterday. It is attached, before and after coples of MURKIN
workelwets, page 2 of those for Section 56.

I had written the FEI sbout viaibls erasures on the coples of the worksheets
provided to me. The siudeni inclueded 2 shortland releresee to this. The FEL never
replied. S& Bstitvith swove therc wore 00 evesgures. To prove $his lic he attsched a
erude but quite legible phooey, a workshest other tha the one provided 4o me. You
have both with this, together with the first puge of the original.

By counsel wderfstated wiat he fold the judge. I was watcléng bor, I would say
she appeared s be shocked and sgiast. I also =84 that 82 Beckwith was present, with
84 Hartingh. Both have not been reluctemt to address the Qourt in the past. ¥sither
&idmm.Immmmm%iam%thim}@iﬁwmﬂ&mm
the initiels HPR appear os the uriginels and Eurace P, “eclosith aptosted to the faie,

The judge, iv my view, understated in callins thic "obstrustionist® and seying
that she did not want to see or hear of SA Beckwith in this case agsin/ She slse said,
as Belsy Ginsburg wae asked seversl times to coseamicsis and I presuse will, that she
wante you to be “in charge.” I theweiore belicvs you should have the cepies of the
worisheet pages 1 provide heredidh.




