-
R € S e %Cia ~0. W
%= ‘e ma 104} e Oon >
.- Con s e = B2

UNITED STATES GOV . '\’E\T N

' B
PN MfemO/ana’um
-;':'-."“: - . ‘\ =
35 i '; ;—" Jnx'( M O}‘P } Ve =
£ gk PSS - ."" ‘l C e,
Y o N Deuoachf' & v iR
AR . L '(u’ (’ :
e e - NN ¥ *‘-’"‘ &'233’}}.4,,,447‘;
LCRECT: WILLIAD 3.:*.. \CEEsSTE g
Syt REE S ..L Ti:OR U KENNEDY B3OK AVES L= PUBLWED N 1969

5 A2POINTMENT Wle D.:\“CTC'-I IO'IOA N!, i Mnﬁﬁ

» By a; opoiatment, I introceced Willizm 2 ‘anchester, who has bee:x " %ﬁ\ 4
cemm 3siencd Ly ZIrs. sohn F. Kennecy to write 2 book concerning the four days © ity

serround..; the assassination. and funercl of the late Presxdent to ti:e Dlreclo;;g j‘n" b2
e

e *'."~

10:10 3, m. todny in the Dxrector’s 0f1ce. . . -

L

X

‘r, Manchester first thanied the Dxrector ror seema hlm. He e:qahinu\o'\ :
r!u he : .q\. elrcady seen approximately 9 people, principally in Washm"ton, however “';*1.
ha

not g2t gone to Dzllas, Texas, irasmuch as Cilef Justice Warren felt that he shevll:g’.
1O conduct mtc rviews in Dallas until after the Vax'ren Commissiaa repurt had laeen issved,

“\b

) ‘ /; 0.311}'
,w',) In ix.t.h‘uun" a series of Ouesho..s to the Dxrectsr, Mr. Manches. ;;’ irst~= 1
inquired = s to what the Director was doing on November 22, 23, 24 and 25, 1968

® i .

Manchester addea that he would first like to start with r\ovember 22, 1903, at the preczisx J
Mmotsexnt the Director first received the news that the President had been shot, The .~ |
Director replied that he had just returned from lunch, This was approximately 1'10 p. ng 1!
1 news iteny was brought in to him reflecting the President had been shot, The L-x‘ectorg
fry mek.“.‘,_) called the Attor ney General who was at his home dining with the U. S, - E
Attornzy from New York, Mr, Morgenthas, The Director advised the Attorney Gene: -al
hat 2 news anno.mcement had been made that the President had been wounded, The
Birecior sizted he next talked to the SAC of our Cffice in Dallas, Texas, He was informgd
hat the President had bzen wounded and kad baer taken to the Parkland Memorial Hospitg,
rae 8.C 2lso advised that Governor Connally had been shot and was now in the emerbency
*oom with A\Cn.n.c.j at the same hospital, Mrs, Xeinedy and Mrs, Coax nelly, vho were -
Z3inZ in the same car, had not been hit, The SAC told the Director that it apsearcd that

'
e shots hed come from an Mpper sary window of the Texas Book D )eposxtory Baiiging, .- i
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IR - Treallas Office addiionally acvised the Director shortly after 2:4 DemytE
thal day that the Poesident had died, Tie Direcior Immediately calied the Altornay . B i

enera) oice aczin and told “«im of the death 6! kis brother, At this time the Direclor - g
sn22ived 25 to whether the 2 -torney Genen ' planned to go to Dallas, The Director stated *
that ke Lid advisac the allolicy Generel that \fsuck plans were in tie miking te would g

facilaio tis ceparture and arrival, The Dirceyr told Manchester that s!’)orvtil:yzthmsmmga
Q.r Dallas 3iice ealicd once again to incicate thci the Presicentts body wouldba .. .. .,
irg med iare)_y {lown bzack to Wishington ang that the Vice President hag aireacy légg:;,ws;s'ora« W
In as President, The Diracior later eallcd the 4tictney General once again and:

that ths LT was n.oving into the investigation, The Director 2dvised Mana e
FBIl teoXk this action despite the fact that there was no law makiig it a Federal

e33:28lnate the President, - - o e ez

- Lt this point the Director gave Manchester a briof history of the *,7" ‘}_
£5385sination of SAC Shanahan in Chicago, Illinois, in the middie 1820%s, There wasmo - o
Fadergl 1w against asszulting or murcering an FEI Agent at that time. The Director - .. AR
tald Mancrester he initiated action to mzke it a Federal crime to assault or killan *B[ - . ¢
Aigent 5o taat proser action could be taken in Federal court rather than 3 local cours fn -

soeh matiers, - . : Frha ) Y # R e T T L M i i T N

- " The Director told Manchester that if the FBI had taken custody of .= 5 e
Lee Harvey Oswald, Jr,, Osvzald would rever have been killed by Jack Ruby, Tae R A -
Director siated that the murder of Oswzld by Ruby naturally gave rise to considerable -

Spcuiation and rumor, All of this could have been avoided had the Dallas police tzke = i 2
Croper acuon to protect Oswald, T RPN T
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% Thae Director told Manchester that the F3I immediately eatereg the case, -
1e5pite non-ju risdiction, and that we interviewed Oswald as soon as he was mada available,
Tke Director stated that on the evening of November 22, 1963, at approximately %:25 P.m,,
Presidant Johnson called him at his home and requested that the FbI toke compilate charge‘
>f the case Involving the assassination, The Director stated he advised the Presidant
‘hat the FBI had already entered the case and that we would, of course, go all out in thig"
mailer, The Dircctor also told the President trat he was concerned about the great - ...
imount of publicily coming out of Dallas, « -~ oaos coics caa s, it T -
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N LT g Director then told Manchester that the Dallas police had given out *~ 3

Susiderable fnformation recoived as a rcsult of FBI findings, particularly from cur *; -
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2tements to the pressAvith respect to the evidence or Investigation Surrcunding the -~
SSassination, The Director told Manchester that this Clhief of Police could Lave told :
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aooratory, Ke addad that on the 4th or 5th doy following the assassination »e instrucied
“r SAC fn Dallas to contact Chief of Police Corry and order him to make no urther -
1
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hir to 20 ta hell; s '“w v*-r, he had reco"n.zed :he oavxous necesssty and Io"ic of swh
instruchions and =S complied, The Director exdlained to Manchester at some leagth’
then ccess:.) to keep pay s‘cal evidence confined pnor m the 9ra.>ecu Gn M*aﬂv ind

- '.
‘“—
e e eeita o

Tne chccwr tola L.‘.nc..cs.er Ut on Sqtura:.y evening, \"ovemoer .53 .

1963 e un,.s CIlice had received zn anonymous {elephone call incicating t:s %n&
had bcen made {0 murder Oswald when e was removed frem the Dolles Cxty J:.ﬂ. it
'FDBI infor:ied the Dallas Chief of Pclice inmedic.tely. The Director told Manc Lester
- 1hat original plass for removal of Oswald kad been made for 10:00 p, ra, that S°‘ur@y
night; The Chicf of Folice, however, changed thesa plans by acceding to the pressvre
of dke nress that Oswzld be removed at 2 convenient time so that communicat’sss medig
covld cover the event, Our Dallas Office agzin czlled the Dallas Police D»part...&ut cn
Sundhy morning, November 24, 15€3, 2nd reminded that Depr »toent of t’me same
anonymws telep wone call, At that Eme the Chief of Pal‘ G i '

an precaviions were being taken to prowct stalds

RO

o ..." Ny oo i o

The Director informed Ma nchester that fouowmg ‘he President’s ca!l i
at 1:25 p. ., November 22, 1983, he gave sp:sific instructions that the FBI do evey
pessidla o thorceghly inves'lg“te U*is cases The Director siatéd that a dit
psrs?nnez were immediately sent to Dallas, He told Manchester this eCess:
ingsmuci zs our D:llas Ofice and FBI Eeadauarters, as well as other offices, ze
~ bondreds and huncreda of phone calls, telecrrams and letter: 'sﬁttm‘, forih Jeads in
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Manch ster inquired as to wheth r the Director placed any sigm.’iéan.,e e
¢ the anon ymoas phone call concerning the plen.to murder Oswald, The Diractor reph“"
t t we had no way of knowing at the txme whether any importance shiould be attz ched or,

‘1% however, we did have the responsibiuty to immedxately notify the Ba.lkas
Mm\.h we uzd. . .
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Thie Director characterized Jack Ruby as somewhat of a ! olice bnf’ LR <
As a result of Lis friendship with a numbar of police officers he had e;.sy access’b.hty i3
to the Dallas Police Department, The Director stated that he did not know whether Ri hy's
r2norted insanity was of the sincere or fzked tyoe inasmuch as we were not psychiatrists, -
r.e stated that Ruby had given the excuse that he had killed Oswald because of his oovxous i
=flection for the late President and the fact that he wanted to prevent ary further sorrow .- -
3 Nirs. Kennedy {nasmuch as she would necessarily have to return to Dadlas and testily -
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B e Mr.i';:os:er inquired as to the exact locztion of the Direcior at the time - -
xwald was killedion Sunday, November 24, 1863, The Director replied that he was st TR
M e staled that the Dzllas Office contacted him Immediately foliowing this event, "%
inehesier fnquired as to the Director's finmecizte reaction, The Director renlicd teat
s first though! was Lew such an cvent couid ke place, barticularly under a sysiers of : Er
ivilized justice, The Director added that he had ordered an immediate check on Jeek~
uly wid particuiarly to ascerlain if tnere had been a relations ip between Ruby and | | i
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R " Manchester fnauired as to whether the Director was watching televicion T
¢ the time of Oswald's nierder, - The Director réplied in the negative, He stated I'e was

o¥Ring on official pepers at the time, Tho Director added that he usually saved Sindays ’

(3 g
s review lengthy documents and memoranca as well as to prepare himself for inlerviews, '

Earx'r)gs, etC' -,’ ‘_-‘-'»n_' c v e e R T I S SE TS Pt g Ll Sese N .~:-, t"l."g‘{; T ~~‘:'v.'_'-— ) -':
ol T Lo . LR S T DY A U

s S R A VRS e e e ame e g
o Manchester inquired as to what the Director was doing on Friday mox;t ATy e
ovembar 22, 1833, prior to the assassination, The Director replied that hewag:: - -

»nducting business as usual, that he had had a rumber of interviews that particuk
.orning.-. R _ Tt ..'._;:.'.. S . ,...,.,.? T

= . . - R s e g B - - . A ’rr'vn_'. -,:M..; ,'_'.“;5'; ™ :‘l".. Mo ‘
ojb ., ap Manchester inquired as to the piysical location of the wire service ticke:
achine, Ke was told that it is located across the hall and tbatpertment wire service -’ :
2ms are brought in to the Director Immediately, . - TSI bt » .

e e ' &5 . U aN v Bes. adimep oy .o Y T
CT TR A e e e R

PN The Director told Manchester that his first conversation on November 22, -
'€3, with our Dallas Office occurred at approximately 1:48 Pem, The Director was g
-vised at that time that the President was not believed to be dead yet but that he had ... |
“fered a mortal wound, The Director mentioned that on the oceasion of his second rx - -0
U to the Attorney General, the Attorney General had indicated that he had also been in -:
~dch with a number of the Presidential Siaff and had been informed of a numberof _
“2ils concerning the shooting and the fact that the President had died, b o g P
e tot 0 Manchester inquired as to the Director®s opinion of the Attorney General's - A
2ction upon being informed that the President had been shot, The Director replied - -
<t the Atiorney General had been silent for a few moments and had then requested that ok
¢ Director keep him informed of any further facts received concerning this mattes, » . i
:2 Direcior told Manchester that the Atlorney General is usually very quiet L manaer. I
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til he has all the necessary facts of a given situation, The Director siated tiat the . > ’35
torney G:neral was not}the xplosive type unless he beca'm'e'&ngry;_'.‘".__‘;,__.ﬁ’_.' et P
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Cem - Magdhester told the Director tha: the President?s call to tE*.eDi:’,‘é?:"tor et - "
:25 pam., Noverster 22, 1623, azpea=iito he the of tic first calls tizt the Pﬂs:dze §
M Upon celuriing o Vlashinston thes evening, ‘ihe Director replied that heweuld .
vrMmise thi? Uiis was covrect, Thz Direetor acidel that our favestizatian procceded. - . ghry
arthwhh: :owever, it wes not until hionday or Tuescay of the following woek that the ™. it
resican oecidad io name a Presidential Commission to loak fnlo the assassinalion, * i

£ -3 ¥1
o€ Lirecior to'é Manchester that en FBZﬁx_‘gpg;j.‘_. had been sent to the Warren 'mnmissiaq
Zlintex days alier the President kad setl up this body, The Director siated that he'».).
ecsenally rzd zpoenr

..red before the Warres Commission and that he considerec thetr
cézlicning of him to be aquite thorouzh, Ee s*-ted that thoroughness was rnecessaryon "
pr.ve ol the Commission inasmuch as this wowid serve to assist in quelling gossinend
sulztica in tie future, The Director guickly @dded, however, that rumors will . .
i ncerning thic caSe, especially in Ecrope where there is wi i

c ' despread gossip
ACETIIng 2 sunposed Lanspiracy, for many years, R L R e L
- . ea . B - - ",. o8 .'—.n‘ % v g e
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S The Director told Manckester that the statement that some of the - o

.9rrmaztion may ba withheld by the Warren Commission naturally gave rise to further ... -
47207, Ninchester replied that he could understand the Chief Justice's statement in this
2gerd indsmuch as not just any individual sheuld be zllowed to look at the classiffed
2.erinl sent to the Commission by some agencies, The Director replied that the issue .
nint {s such that excessive precautions of sccurity is unwise, The Director explained -
Z< he had never beena great believer in wasteful precautions or going overboard .- R )
:Zarding excessive secu ritys, He stated that an ftem is either classified or else it fsn't 3 &
assified, The Director gave examples of leaks in Government that have given several R
resicents extreme cause and worry, He stated that the FBI is usaally called upon to e w
-vestigate these leaks, however, newspanermen raturally do not desire to reveal their - §
#iztes, The Dircctor stated that §if newspapermen did reveal such sources that Quite - ° &
Wurzlly the sources would dry ups - L T RSk SERNL Y
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7 Manchester inquired of the Direator as to whether the assassination csse

:came ore of mezjor concern following the President's call at 7:25 P.m,, November 22, -
33« The Director stated that as he had previously indicated, the FBI had already .-

‘tered this case, He added, however, that afier the President's call we weat 2ll out in .
irg such things as working around the clock, sending a Washington-based FBI Jflicial .
- Dallas and 2dding abproximately 30 Agzats to the Dallas personnel complement, The - X
‘rector stted thatwe still have at least $0 mien who are tied up fn running down leads . ‘

1 this vorticular case throughout the FBI's service, He stated that this case will nover -
: clesed from an investioative point of view frasmuch as we will continually recéive’ '
&ds, many from menta cases, which necessarily have to be checked out, . :
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Mapclhester asked if the metier i 2 President being assassinated Lot .0 f’f

-ing 2 Federal ¢ime had ever been discussed fally by the Congress, or
"€5sding to the Directort’s knowledge, The Dircctor replied that there had beenno < “
SCvssion to any exteat, Ke stated ihe potien i:ad just never been consilered, ..

Al . R BT ORC S

anyone else;” . . ™
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Manchester incutred 2s to wheller the FEI kag prior material on Os; ‘
fore the assassination, The Director replied tiat we ¢id hove some informztion -i- =:- -
‘gardng Oswalg, however, it was auite flimsy in nature, The Directorvthc;nf'e.}:f,g;gig_ag ,

so:ie length the backarousnd of Oswald, He told Marckester of the press relessas tast
svzld nzce in Moscow, He told Manckester of Oswald's employment tnh a factory fn -
insk, Rissia, and of the fact that Oswzld had later returned to Moscow, Tre Director k
sfed tha? he certainly @id not understard why the Department of S:ate kad failed to tave
swald si3n an aifidavit forfeitting his Zmerican cilizenship at the tme Oswald returned -
Moseor/ hnd visited the U, S, Embassy, Manchester Spoke up and slated thot the . .. -
at? Derartment claimed they had wanted to find out if Oswald had committed R 7R
radable 2rime in the Soviet Union, therefore, no signed affidavit was taken from » -, -
1M, - The ﬁirector again deplored the failure to have such an afficavit executed, - - "‘} f
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¥ The Director continued that we hag interviewed Oswald within tws or tiree

-ys following his arrival in the United Siates, He explained that we, of course, desired -
find ouz if Oswald had been recruited as an-intelligence agent by the Soviet Union, The -
‘rector told Manchester that this did not appear to be true,” He added that Oswald had .
.sslited nimself as a Marxist rather than a communist, The Director added that :." .
swalt 1ad later been interviewed in New Orleans after getting into a street scuakble R
:th anli-Castroites over leaflets being handed out by Oswald, The Director told; Cends o od
&ncaesier that Oswald could best be termed a “loner, " He explained Oswaldts .~ e
raraurications with the Communist Party in the United States but added that Oswald = -
-d never joined the Party. The Director told of the incidents surrounding Oswald's AL
~empt 10 kill Gereral Walker in Dallas, He added that Oswald's wife, Marina, had % -
wised us c¢f this incident following the assassination, The Director summarized this
1t of the interview by Indicating there apneared to be nothing in Oswald’s backgreund',
~ith would reflect that he was a man of violer.ce and most certrinly nothing wiieh - .-
Zizated that Oswald had any intentions of asszssinating the President, -/ :
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= LT Mznchester asked if the Director did not find it odd that Mrs, Oswald .~
-d failed to tell aryone about the attempted assassination of Geraral Valker until afier
< murder of President Kennedy, The Director replied that he did not find tits oddin=. s
ew of tl.e cold ralgtionship between Oswzld and his wife, the language barrier en the - - :
It of Mrs, Oswald and the fact thet NMrs, Oswald did not have the naiural fastinets of -
v Arsericza woman but fo the contrary had a different attituda aliogether;: He slated he 1
.%ed no significance fn Mrs, Oswald's failvre to advise of this incident priortotta - ‘
1
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Tz Ziroctor tolgd Manchester that jt was extremely ¢ifficult to specuiate s
¢ 22 metivationt ¢ Oswald to kiil the Presiceant, The Director siated it was entirely
p2e2idle Oswald Moy kave wanted to kill Gevernor Jonn Connally, He explained that -
SiwWil Ra.d writlen commu nications to Covernar Conzzlly proiesting his particylar Ooe
ofiseharge f ror the U, &, ifarine Cooyz, Srhs Direclor adged that President Kenncdy
~&S an inlellectuzl 1ibara) type. He sizted that Presicant Kennecy had been desirous of
K2eping pezce with honor, Ke stated that Presidzat Fennady Ces:red beaceful co-existence
~=siielican slyle, The Dircctor addsc that the President, aithoush hz had been f2rim
2 s dezlings with Khrushchev, had a -fairlygood'i‘élati"dﬁ’shfﬁwith Khrushehey ane tce
2oviet Urion, The Director summeg ud by stating that Oswald could not have &zsized to

X B e -

i the President because the Presicent had dealt harshly, or spoken harshly, gainst .
e Comrnuunist Party and Chairman mn'ushchev. SO L Rl LR WL o2 ERCIR

"e Manchester speculated that perhans the communists, including Oswalg,-».. "
Zd not like the relationship between the late ~resident and Khrushchey; therefore, the = ¢
“oImnNenists desired to go away with Presider Xennedy so that this obstacle to their-.~ . .
estred rhilosophy eould be removed, The Dircetor replied that this wos entirely =7
»ossibley however, he wanted Manchester to clearly understand that Khrushchev was not -
t D2rson to be trusted and that Chairman Xhrushehev had a very cold and evil mind,- -~ . - ¢
ke Director, at this point, gave exampnles of Khrushchev!s understanding of the English
anguaze cespite the fact that he had{}i-oyanovs%:y, an excellent intex‘preter, with him -, .
t2ll times while on his visits to the United Siates. The Director tolq Manchester that |
-& had always felt it beiter to kick individuals like Khrushchey on the shins once fna
'wZle rather than to boot-lick thems The Director explained that Khrushchev was

R PR P . -

N

. Vg
rsically an oriental and that individuals 0pposing orientals usually lost face in the < ™...;
wienizl’s opinion when fear op trepidation was shown, - Mebi i LR P bl e

U ;-
Sl - RS e b b SR v 4 Tt wa . .

, Manchester inquired as to whether the Director's dutics and ... 0., s |
€eponsibilities allowed him to participate Personally in the funeral ¢cremonies, The .. . . &
director replied in the negative, He stated he had been at his desk constantly, He - ... }
ddz¢ that he had issued instructions that FBI personnel participate officially in the - T g
éremonies by assisting Seeret Service as much as possible, The Director spoke of the %
220y Visiting foreign dignitaries and of the dangers involved in the march from the i, "

/dte House to St, Matthew's Cathedral, He told Manchaster that over 40 Special - 7<% L, -
-gents had been assigned to assist Secret Service, particularly at Sts Matthew?s ...~ .l
-awiedral, He further told Manchester that the authority to protect tha President wag - -

‘early a function of the Secret Sarvice; however, since the assassination we hava * .
ssisted when callé? unon, The Director bricfly zcvised Manchester at this poniof the

nomeciate widesnréad ramifications of this 222 following the actual shooting; - k¢ icod
2rchester that 163¢s had spread to Mexico as well as throushout the ertire Unitec Siates,
Lerefore, it has baeh’ ecessary for him personally to remain at his desk so as to > -
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At this poin t T reminced Manchesier of his previous stat ement to me ¢ hat
ot the VWilte Ecuse at 11:15 2.1, Manchester thanked the Director twice
son his dezarture and s.ated that he
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«spreciative d the Director's coa;:eratmn
+= Clisiievable time taken from a busy schedule to be of assistance, - -
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The Dircctor rmay desire to send the
Lleating that re had seen Ma nchester.
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Attorney General the attached' letier -




