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COMM. Ssiancd by Nes. John F, Kennecy to write 2 book con :cerning the four days - — 
surrdund..5 the assassination. and funerz.l of the late Prestient, fo the Director at . | 10.26 a. mn, tocey in tae Directorts Oifice, : is « 
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“~~ -. Mr Manchester first thanted the Director for seeing him, He “expleined sy. 
rhay he 4c already seen approximately $3 peop:e, principally in Washington; however ad ‘ 
had not sot gone to Dallas, Texas, inasmuch as Cief Justice Warren felt that he oe nds contuct inte rviews in Dallas until after the Warren Commission neptet hac been t issv@dy 
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ate Ia inetituting a series of questions to the Director, Mr, Manches: inquired =s to whet the Director Was doing on November 22, 23, 24 and 25, 1963 Zt 
Manchester added that he would first like to start with November 22, 1983, at the _ preanie 1 
moment tie Director first received the news that the President had been Shot. The we ' 
Dsrector replied that he had just returned from lunch, This was approximately re Ps ns ; 4 
4. neWs iter was brought in to him reflecting the President had been shot, The EB: ON. ma dinrcly called the Attor ney General who was at his home dining with the U.S, e 
Attornzy from New York, Mr. Morgenthaa, The Director advised the Attorney Gene: val; 
hat 2 news announcement had been made that the President had been wounded, The 8 
Nirector sizted he next talked to the SAC of our C%fice in Dallas, Texas, He was inform hat the President had been wounded and had been taken to the Parkland Memorial Hospita, rae S4C also advised that Governor Connally had veen Shot and was now in the emergency” 
‘oom With sennecy at the same hospital, Mrs, Xennedy and Mrs, Coa> nally, who were - 7°ing in the same car, had not been hit. The SAC told the Director that it apoeared that ! 
he shots had come from an upper Boey: window of the Texas Book Depository Buliding. - cee a 
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fF Th: “allas Office additionally acvised the Director short! that day that the #ccsident had died, Tis Direcior immediately Calicd the Altorney 
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Genera) once acein and told him of the Geath of his brother, At this time the Director ~ . 
anocived 25 to whether the 4 iorney Gener,’ pla-ned to £0 to Dallas. Tae Director stated. * 
that ke big advised the alloriey Generit that uFssch plans were in the mking he would 72). 
facilMaie tis denarture and arrival, The Diree‘or to:d Manchester that shorily thereafter 
Qrr Dallas Sifice exited Once again to indicate thet the Presicentts body would ba : ee me . o 

ing mediate} y flown back to Weshington and that the Vice President had already bees sworn _ 
1248 Sresicent. The Director later called the Att wney General once again ana tole him 
that ths PLT wes n.oving into the investigation, The Director advised Manchester ihe: the - 
FBI tock this action despite the fact that there was no law making it a Federal vii 
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&5S8Ssination of SAC Shanahan in Chicago, Illinois, in the middie 1920's, There was no - 
F eclergl Jaw against assaulting or murcering an FEI Agent at that time. The Director -.. 
tald Mancrester he initiated action to make ita Federal crime to assault or kill an FBI . . 
Agent so tzat Proper action could be taken in Federal court rather than a local cour: ee 
soth matirs, "3s weg & ~.: ithe « , . ~~ - 1 ge. a as ie : 

¥ 

FE GTS =... The Director told Manchester that if the FBI had taken custody of = oe 
Chee Narvey Oswald, Ire, Oswala Would never have been killed by Jack Ruby, Tae. * 
Director stated that the murder of Oswald by Ruby naturally gave rise to considerable © 
Spscuiation and rumor, All of this could have been avoided had the Dallas police taken “4 v Proper 2ciion to protect Oswald, watt, ie tke al ehh eee ee an 2 cei mnceate os The Director told Manchester that the FSI immediately entered the case, - 
despite non-ju msdiction, and that we interviewed Oswald as soon as he was made available, 
Tke Director stated that on the evening of November 22, 1963, at approximately 7:25 p, Moy. 
President Johnson called him at his home and requested that the FBI teke complete charge 
of the case involving the assassination, The Drector stated he advised the Presiéant ‘hat the FBI had already entered the case and that we would, of course, go all out fn this ° 
Maer, The Director also told the President that he was concerned about the great... 
imount of publicity coming out of Dallase -.--7 0. Le eae oe, = “ies R “3 
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savoratory, He addéd that on the 4th or 5th day following the assassination he instructed 
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   him to go ta hell; ‘Pave ever, he had recomized the obvious a henegeiiy. and d iogte of such * ins truchons ane Hee “complied, The Director explained to Manchester at some length. then recessiy to keep pay sical evidence confined pring to the Prosecut, ‘on of, an sey . 
es The Director told Manehantse that on Saturdey everng, November 23; ‘ees oF : Dalles Crtice had received en anonymous telephone call incicating ths t plans had Geen made to murder Oswald when he was removed frem the Delias City Jz i Ts Yt shq@ i & FBI infor-ied the Dallas Chief of Po.ice immediately,’ The Director toid Manchester > that original plans for removal of Oswald had been raade fer 10:00 Perm that Saturday night; The Chicf of Potice, however, changed these plans by acceding to the aig of ihe svess that Oswald be removed at @ convenient time so that communicat?s: SS medig: covld cover the event. Our Dallas Office again ealied the Dallas Police Depertmcat CG Sunday morning, November 24, 1$63, and reminded that Depz trent of - Same: onurieNious telephone call, At that time e ihe Chief of Poli c athas > Dal all precautions were being taken to protect Oswald, _ mea ee pe Lo 
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‘ase The Director informed Manchester that followine’: at ‘7:25 p.m. November 22, 1983, he gave sp: Gifie instruction é that the FBI ies ov, 7 Pes S1b 19 to thoroughly investigate this case, The Director stated that additional - Yirsonagl were immediately sent to Dallas, He told Manchester this was necessaz ingSmucin 2S Our Dellas Office and FBI FReadquarters, as well as other o‘fices, recely, ~ bongrecs and hundreds of phone calls, telegrams and letters waiting forthe case, 
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The Director characterized Jack Ruby as somewhat of a "police buff? * Asa resutt of his friendship with a number of police officers he had easy accessibility” to the Dallas Police Department, The Director stated that he did not know whether Re by ts reported insanity was of the sincere or feked type inasmuch as we were not psychiatrists. : ne stated that Ruby had given the excuse that he had Hlled Oswald because of his orvious - & #.fection for the late President and the fact that he wanted to prevent any further sorrow . = to Mrs, Kennedy inasmuch as she would necessarily have to. return to Dallas and resid “ ageinst Oswald, - gts: Te ee te e. ee ON ’ ‘ee wt 8 ep ee: o- we ems west 
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Mama Manchester inquired as to the physical location of the wire service ticker te ee, achine, Ee was told that it is located across the hall and that pertinent wire service -* . cms are brought in to the Director immediately, | . : EERE eae si bite & ; 
om carey 2 oP a bs aie. ets, “ep us 8 . : ‘ee Bia MAES St Re yk OP - te 1. ad ee ae) tet et ee Bee ie. ¢ eee The Director told Manchester that his first conversation on November 22," ’€3, with our Dallas Office occurred at approximately 1:48 p.m, The Director was . -vised at that time that the President was not believed to be dead yet but that he had ee ‘fered a morial wound, The Director mentioned that on the occasion of his second 7: - -* U to the Attorney General, the Attorney General had indicated that he had also been in .: -auch with a number of the Presidential Siaff and had been informed of a numberof “22S concerning the shooting and the fact that the President had died, iano bes Hens Ge Coe ead 
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“4 a FL ee olor f - Manchester inauired of the Director as to whether the assassination czse Came ore of mejor concern following the President's call at 7:25 Pem., November 22, -: 83. The Director stated that as he had previously indicated, the FBI had already -- - -tered this case, He added, however, that after the President's call Wwe went ail out in ing such things as working around the clock, sending a Washington-based FBI official | Dallas and adding approximately 30 Agzats to the Dallas personnel complement, The - a ‘rector st..ted thatwe still have at least 50 mien who are tied up fn renning down leads _ . 1 this werticuler ease throuchout the FBI's service, He stated that this case will never |: + Closed from an investigative point of view inasmuch as we will continusdly receive’ @€s, many from menta cases, which necessarily have to be checked outs 1-234 < 
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re sqam heer a Y _° ** "Manchester incufred as to wheter the FE! had prior material on Osw2td § “fore the assassination, Tie Director replied that we cid hove some information -.- -+:- - a? ‘Garcns Oswald, however, it was quite flimsy in nature, The Director then explained * Some Length the backeround-of Oswald, He told Manchester of the press relezses that swaid nace in Moscow. He told Manchester of Oswaldts employment {na factoryin es ins, Russia, end of the fact that Osweid had later returned to Moscow, The Director © : ay atedthat he certainly did not understand why the Department of State kad fatted to keye , BB Swald sizn an affidavit forfeitting his American citizenship at the tre Oswald returned” ~ Mosect/ and visited the U. S, Embassy. Manchester Spoke up and siated that the... - ata Perarnent claimed they had wanteé to find out if Oswald had committed an f6 .0* + teadpable @rime in the Soviet Union, therefore, no signed affidavit was taken from +-, - Me The eta again deplored the failure to have such an afficavit executed, ~ - re ee. 
ea ‘The Director continued that we had interviewed Oswald within two or tiree_ | i. -YS fotlowing his arrival in the United Siates, He explained that we, of course, desired - ae find ou: if Oswald hag been recruited as an-intelligence agent by the Soviet Union, The: ‘rector told Manchester that this did not appear to be true.” He added that Oswald had: ‘-*siiied himself as a Marxist rather thana communist, The Director added that. Daly Swal@ tad later been interviewed in New Orleans after getting into.a street scuabyile’ wl ““h an.:-Castroites over leaflets being handed out by Oswald, The Director told?-.. 7!‘ 2 Sriese o SH Hg AEP se F, 
anchester that Oswald could best be termed a “loner.” He explained Oswald's -.’ 
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or faraurications with the Communist Party in the United States but added that Oswala " ~ -<U never joined the Party. The Director told of the ‘incidents surrounding Oswald's +, 8 ~empt to kill General Walker in Dallas, He acced that Oswald's wife, Marina, had #"' * wised us cf this incident following the assassination, The Director summarized this . 
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‘3% Of the interview by indicating there appeared to be nothing in Oswald's background . . a “2th would reflect that he was a man of violer.ce and most certainty nothing Which... 0: 3 Cicated that Oswald had any intentions of asszssinating the President, poke ee —- 
seed Q. eo ; aad tte o exe ees Le ais ss Te -e vase? So Ba, ~< "eee ses nai ¢ sao se = tat re Manchester asked if the Divector did not find it odd that Mrs, Oswald : -G failed to tell anyone about the attempted zssassination of General Walker until after + murcsr of President Kennedy, The Director replied that he did not find thts odd in=.-:s ew Of the cold relationship between Oswald and his wife, the language barrier on the - 7 8 “rt of Mrs. Oswald and the fact thet Mrs, Oswald did not have the netcral instincts of - | 1 Arseciczin woman but to the contrary hada different attitude aliogcther,: He slated he eC no significance in Mrs, Oswald's failure to advise of this incident prior tofis -. { sf2Ssinetj Be ee ped Be gy Ig lo bis eos Bek et ot ae i en Sams ies at Sin "s . eae med ne outs Bale TI Ge WE ere eRe ae ee orp eee Te SM RL 
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) Loe Soodid, eS ie A iseedp - : Tagt sal fit VU Be A ST ee 
peDoich is Mohr €~2-64 Tine woe Tt Sot See oes ere *, sa Tee fo 
=: Wiilm Manchester, Author of Xennecy Book 7-114 TS se eee ne ae ae 

To Bs Published in 1969 _ Se ge ine ee pe oF ae eae ater : 
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_ TE cctor told Manchester that it Was extremely Gifficult to Specuiate 3 
Cite mctivations oF Oswald to kiil the Presic¢: 

¢ 
sat. The Director stated it was enttrely ~~ 

bossibte Oswald My have wanted to ki] Gcvevnor John Co: Csvald hee written commu nications to Gsy 
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inally. He explained thet 13 error Connally provesting his particular ype 
Of cischarge from the U. &. iarine Corsi, The Director acéca that President Kennedy 
rGS an incellectual Wberal type. He steted that Presidat Kennecy had been desfrous of 
Keeping peace with honor. He Stated that Presi¢snt Kenney Gesiredg peaceful co-existence 
wwtislican Style, The Director added that the President, althoush he had been rm 
2 Kis dealings with Khrushchey, hada ‘cirly good reiationship With Khrushchey ane tre 
>aviet Union, The Director summed up by stating that Oswald could not have €es'red to 
stu, the President because the President had dealt harshly, or spoken harshly, agaisst .. 
ae Comruinist Party and Chairman Khrushchey, | ."% eel ly Bie or OS 
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. ror Se Dr Ts Se Xie Manchester speculated that perhans the communists, including Oswald, -*..-# 
<d not like the relationship between the late © 

to
 

“esident and Khrushchev; therefore, the © * 
OMMUNISS desired to do aWey with Presider Xennedy &0 that this obstacle to their-.~.. 
weirs’ Ballososhy could be removed, The Director replied that this wes entirely . 0°: ° 
0ssidies however, he wanted Manchester to clearly understand that Khrushchev was not :; 
‘ person to be trusted and that Chairman Khrushchev had a very cold and evil mind,- -~. - : 
‘he Director, at this point, gave examples of Khrushchey'ts understanding of the English | 
AngZu2ze Cesdite the fact that he hadGroyanoysky, an excellent interpreter, with him aH 
tcl times while on his visits to the United States, The Director told Manchester that | . 
¢ had always felt it better to kick individuals like Khrushchev on the s} , 
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sins once ina’ es 
"nile rather than to boot-lick them. The Director explained that Khrushchey was eat es 
asically an oriental and that individuals Opposing orientals usually lost face in the! 2; bee 
2eni2l’s opinion when fear or trepidation was shown, oa mr ~ aa fe he ee tea Me 

=. - wre . . > tee . ayere. T TS ee tay BE Sth Me oe gr 
: Manchester induired as to whether the Director's duties and 0s. , “ems a 

‘eSponsibilities allowed him to participate personally in the funeral ceremonies, The :.: | i 
sirector replied in the negative, He stated he had been at his desk constantly, Fess. xf, 
déc¢ that he had issued instructions that FBI bersonnel participate O‘ficially in the °°” e 
eremonies by assisting Secret Service as much as possible, The Director spoke of the — 4 
any Visiting foreign dignitaries and of the dangers involved in the march from the 26°" :, 4 
“nite House to St, Matthew's Cathedral. He told Manchester that over 40 Special ea5 022, 
-gents had been assigned to assist Secret Service, particularly at St. Matthey tg © | 
-2.edral, He further told Manchester that the authority to protect the P . resident was -. ‘¢arly a function of the Secret Service; however, since the assassination we hava ° |. 
sSisted when callé? upon, The Director briefy ecvised Manchester at this Pin: Of the 
nméciate widesnréad ramificatioas of this eese following the actual Shooting, - He totd . 
-anchester that 1é3¢s had Spread to Mexico as well as throughout the ertire United Sistes.{ * { 
‘herefore, it has beh’ ecessary for him personally to remain at his desk so as to>=- 
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At this point I reminded Manchester of his previous statement to me that 2macts bact the Write Eouse at litliam, Manchester thanked the Director twice -- jou Tis Cevarture ané s.ated that he was vez appreciative d the Director's cooperation wa ctusiccvable time teken from a bus sy schedule to be of assistance, + o 
or ence : -- . e . * ers = iw .- . .-, . a - : + / : * at ae 7 foe . i > a rd : » 

  

The Director may desire to send the Attorney General the. attached letier -*. cating sat he had ‘Seen Ms anchesters - oe Bo 

  

   
a Sma 

a Oare ohare op Berweor. 

  
      

-° : 2. - ©. htm teh EL Se es em st ey eres Sa a a a i a . “ So eM cere f a, Se 2 . . : - 2 e ze Ss et =* = %


