b
5

. you will direct your subordinates tg disclose

August 20, 1969

The Honorable John Mirchell
Attorrey Gencral )
Yashington, hn. C. 20530

Ceayr My, Attorney General:

The undersigned have been retained
Frederick, Maryland, to Proceed ynder
Act, P, L. 89-487, to obtain discloayr
able Goverment records, Lopies of whi
the Department of Justice

by Mr. Hareld Weishbery of
the Freedop of Information

It is our view that, pursuant ¢e Sec. 3 () of the Act, Mr.
Welsherp {s encitled to Prowmpt acecess to these Particular documents
However, despite RUZercus written Tequests cver g period of months,
net only has My, weisberg been denicca access to the Yecords, he has
not even received g reply to his Tepeated requegrs for the Depart-
Eent's rules relating to accessability of records under the Act.

The files of youy Departmen:, 2specially these of the Criminal Divi
gbn, contain cepies of hig various requests. Afpar vou have anp
OPPOTEUNILY to review this correspondence, you mighe understand Mr,

Weisberq's sense of frustration, impatience, and anzer, as well ag
his decision te file guit,

Eevertheless, it seoms only rearonalje that we sheyld brin. el 54

BALLCr to your attention before we file such a sult, in the hope thag

theze records to My,

weisbery, and thereby aveig the expense, hort In time and roney,

ol
needless litiparion

The specific recorde requested by HMr. ‘eisbers sre the followin~:

(1) 411 docunenes filed by the Un
Fngluud in June-July, 1568, 1y the extr
Jares Farl Ray, the convicred killer of
Teturned te this courtyry,

1ted States with the Coure 1,
aditicn broceeding hy whicl,

Be. Margin Luther Kine, was

These pProceedings wepe public, und i1, our
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view, all documents submitted on behalf of the United States con-
-etitute public records which should be nmade available to any per-
son who desires to see them.

4is the attached letter of May 1, 1969, frou the Chief Clerk of
Bow Bt. Mazistrate's Court states "all papers which had been sent to
this Court from Washington" have been returned to Washington, and, as
far as is known to the Clerk, ne copies were retained in Fngland. Ve
realize that the original of the returned "papers" may still be in
the possession of the Departsent of State, but, as the "papers'" wcre
prepared in the Departwent of Justice, we assume that copies were re-
tained {n your Departuent's files. It is toose that Mr. Wcisberz asks
to 8ee.

(2) 1In the Distriet of Columbis Court of Gemeral Sessions, on
January 16, 1969, in the case of State of Louisiana v. Clay L. Shaw,
ir respomse to an order to show cause directed to James B. Rhoads,
srchivist of the United States, the Department eof Justice filed a briefto
which was appended & "1968 Panel Review of Photographs, X-Ray Film, Docu-
ments and Other Evidence Pertaining to the Fatal Wounding of President
John F. Kenmnedy on November 22, 1963, in Dallas, Texas". A copy of this
docunent is enclosed. Your attention is directed to page 5 of the "Re-
view". and specifically to a reference in the middle of the psze to a
me cmorandum of transfer, located in the National Archives, dated April 26,
1965". This memorandur: refers to a transfer of the autopsy photogzraphs
and x-rays, altheugh it is not clear from whom and to whon they were
rransferred. It is this "meworandun of transfer" which Mr. Weisbery is
seekin;, and which has been denied hir by both the Departrent of Justice
and the Archives, despite his many written requests.

It is our sincere hope that litigation will not be necessary to
effect a reconsideration of Mr. Weisbergz's requests. If within two
weecks we do not receive a reply from you, we will assume that the De-
partnent is adamant in its present position and would prefer that we seek
disclosure by filing suit in the District Court as providec in Sec. 3 (c)
ef the Freedem of Information Act.
Sincerely,

FENSTERWALD, BFVAN AND CHLHAUSFN

Bernard Femsterwsld, Jr.
‘nelosures

cc: Harold Weisberg, Route 8, Frederick, Maryland

cc: R ading file



