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August 20, 196¢ 

The Honorable John Mitchell} Attorney General / Wasbingten, D.C, 26530 

Pear Mr, Attorney General: 

The undersigned have been retained by Mr. Harold Weisber;, of 
Frederick, Maryland, toa Proceed under the Freedon: of information 
Ace, Pl L, 89-467, to ebtain disclosure of two specific, identifi. 
able Government records, copies of which are in the POS8eSsion of 
the Department of Justice, 

Tt is our view that, pursuant to Sec. 3 (e) of tha Act, Mr. 
Weisberg is entitled to Prompt aceess to these Particular documents. 
However, despite RULerous written requests cover g period of months, 
nee only has Mr, Weisberg been deniod &CCess to the Yecords, he has 
not even received g reply to his repeated requests for the Dopart- 
Eent's rules relating to accessability of records under the Act. 
The files of your Departmenc, @specially these of the Criminal Divi 
Sbn, contain copies of his various requests. Affar vou have an 
Opportunity to review this correspondence, yOu siche understand Mr. 
Weisberats sense of frustration, impetionce, and ancer, as well ag 
hig decision te File suit, 

Nevertheless, it seems only reagzenalle that we shevld brins this 
Batter to your attention before we File such a Suit, in the hope thae 

- you will direct your subordinares to disclose these records to My, 
welsberg, and thereby aveid the expenge, beth in time and roney, of 
needless litipation. 

The specific recordé requested by Mr. “eisbers are the followin>: {I) All docunenes filed by the United States with the Coure ty 
Fnglaund in June-July. 1968, in the extradition Proceeding hy which, 
Janes Far] Ray, the convicted killer of Dr. Martin Luther Kine, was 
returned to this Courtry. These PTOCEedi nes were Public, and ip our
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view, all documents submitted on behalf cf the United States con- 

‘stitute public records which should be rade available to any per~ 

son who desires to see them. 

As the attached letter of May 1, 1969, frou the Chief Clerk of 

Bow 5t. Mazistrate's Court states "all papers which had been sent to 

this Court from Washington" have been returned to Washington, and, 35 

far as is known to the Clerk, ne copies were retained in England. «¢ 

realize that the original of the returned "papers" may still be in 

the possession of the Departsent of State, but, as the "papers" were 

prepared in the Department of Justice, we assume that copies were re- 

tained in your Departuent's files. It {8 taose that Mr. Weisberg asks 

to see, 

(2) In the District of Columbia Court of General Sessions, on 

January 16, 1969, in the case of State of Leuisiana v. Clay L. Shaw, 

in response to an order to show cause directed to James B. Rhoads, 

archivist of the United States, the Department of Justice filed a brief to 

which was appended a "1968 Panel Review of Photographs, X-Ray Film, Docu- 

ments and Other Evidence Pertaining to the Fatal Wounding of President 

John F. Kennedy on Novenber 22, 1963, in Dallas, Texas". A copy of this 

docunent is enclosed. Your attention is directed to page 5 ef the "Re- 

view", and specifically to a reference in the middle of the page to 4 

"rp ecmorandum of transfer, located in che Nationsl Archives, dated April 26, 

1965". This memorandum refers to a transfer of the autopsy photographs 

and x-ray8, although it is not clear from wher: and to whon they were 

transferred. It is this “meworandun of transfer" which Mr. Weisberg is 

seckin:, and which has been denied hin by both the Departrent of Justice 

and the Archives, despite his many written requests. 

It is our sincere hope that litigation will not be necessary to 

effect a reconsideration of Mr. Weisberg's requests. If within two 

weeks we do not receive a reply from you, we will assume that the De- 

partnent is adamant in its present position and would prefer that we seek 

disclosure by Filing suit in the Districe Court as provided in Sec. 3 (c) 

ef the Freedem of Information Act. 

Sincerely, 

FENSTERWALD, BFVAN AND OHLHAUSFN 

Bornard Fensterwald, Jr. 

i nelosures 

ce: Warold Weisbere, Route 8, Frederick, Maryland 

BF: jb. 

cc: R ating file


