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"~‘~;' hed Fha 'I‘hla informtlvo u\umormudmn conuerns medla Ac;.ount

a.;'N“‘of the atetus of the Department’s cutient project to veview ", ‘,
%t .., ¥BI flles concerning Hartin Luther King, Jr, and related = &< A
DR

e ?e matters; and the Departwent’s sugivstion 1t may be nec muzy t‘or
i AR, indopendent rcvlev by othor thm Dwmt.mmt peraonml. % o B
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,-=,’A;u\.: 5 e The Departmnt.'n uvleu cosiced 12/6/78, Sim.
i then, ‘I8 veview has been sporadic and wostly by only t.vo
-Civil Rights Division officials with & third, Asaistent .
"; T httorney Ceneral Pottinger, assisting to only & ninimal extent.
My memorandum to you 12 2/16/75, repocted comments of Kobert '
}iurphy, Criminal Section Chief, Civil kights Division, that *
«'~befora Christmas a status repoit on its review would te givca ‘.f
:; the Attorney Gengral (AG) which would einp haalze the ommit.y
‘*‘ "of the task glven them 1f all rolevant files wore to be .

_;v‘,__"._-_’". T nct.ully revieved,  Murphy visuslixed the possibility thaé th.
SR MG might assign a staff of dttouwyl viho would voxk on, tht ﬂh
AegIT revicv Ior uvoral months, = T RN
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(‘, S o Attoched arttclc f.om the 12/11/75."11»,. Haahmgton
&y '," ¥ Post." quotaa e Departuent source as seylng that the ruvlcv .
.=-¥:',;.;¢»7' {8 approximately K‘ conpleted and so fai has produced no *-— :
~» evidence that the original FBI fnvestigation of King's tlaytng
i was deficlent., It: reports that thie review consiats of teadln;
5 3.5 through some 96 volumes of ¥bl fllas on King and that it would.
- . not be completed until early February, at vhich tiua the Civil .
,,‘.u "'\ 5 . Rights Division will decide vhethes to rocolwend to the A T -
’._ o 4 > that an independent exannination be established, or the xeviev . .
@,- e may deteruine that no” fur ther povutiny 18 NECeSsaTY. - Appearing
,~¢$1*"~- on the “Face the Kation' TV progranm 12/21/75, the A0 siuilerly

ff»;. ,>-. reported on the status of the Doparpient’s file review,, &ntlcl"

n:;: ;. pated completion of . aw, and pnaslbiuty of a fux*tﬁot A_'. o ~:__‘;‘ P
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It is obvious that the iicwd account, as well as

the AG's commenta yelate to the prtniskpal King securlty -
i file vhich is 94 sections 1n slze and whitch has been about
% .7 X reviewed to date. The only otln ¢ signiflcent file reviewed
S by the Department has been the file converning King's S
22w close edvisor, Stenley pavid Leviason, Host of the file on = <~
=, him, vhich totals 14 sectlons, lius been reviewed. S,ignlflcqntly,
‘= the f{le on the assassination of King, {nvestigation SRR
"7 conducted under the Civil Rights chavacter, {s 84 scctlons BRI

in_sc ‘“Q_EQDS_Ei.iE_D2§.Y?EJE““Bqé?YLEEEQ_EX~Ebs
Department. To give you 8 better fuel for the enormity 2
of the files yet to ba reviewed, theia 18 attached & chart -
 getting forth the identitiocs of pertinent files and their ™ * .
size in terms of mumbers of seccions and nunbers of serisls.
1t should also be borne in mind thal the Department might also
consider looking ﬁ’ﬂeld’filu; The chartjlp_o__,depectl '

= the size of sone of the more fuportent files in the fleld,

. 1t is interesting to mote tht-nepar.tmgnt?q current
. thinking a8 respects a posaible further reviev be an s ;
1.0, wipdependent" group. This yould, of course, pos¢ som8 .

.. problems for us should it cone to pass because of the *, W *

; sensitive naturs of some of these files. va need not, s

for the time baing, eddress ouirsalves to any such problem. .
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