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some 4 5 “ys , os + ‘whis “tnformative Baas radeaa comers media ‘account 4 i _ 

4a of the stetus of the Department's cursent project to review ®. 

4,2, FBI files concerning Martin eanee King, Jr, end related * Up Ba ate 

‘es 22) matters; and the Departwent’s suzce stton it may be neceasary for _ a 

“Fs ee an. ee. Epview. by ener. than Depaniness personnel, isbn ea 
Sag: a fete Soh * 

  

wae oat ate ‘The ET veviati Secuenced 12/6/75. since =. a0 

: then, ‘tts review has been sporadic and xostly by only two | ae “Re 

s-Civil Rights Division offictals with @ third, Asstetant 5-242 we? 

S Attorney General COE assisting to only. @ winineal extent. 

“My memoranduts to you 12 16/75, xepocted comments of Robert: 

_ Murphy, Criminal Section Chief, Civil kiyhts Division, that 3°75) : 

before Chriataas a status report on ita review would be ae ee a 

ae :.%*. the Attorney Gengral (AG) which would exphaatze the enormity - 

gel “of the task given thea if all relevant files were to be ans 

       
  

  

ae ca actuelle reviewed. Murphy visualized the posstbility that. the” , 

“oat: ¢ AG might assign @ eteff of anCoreye vio would work: on Bis file 

eee review for geveral months, 0 i oy, oa ES a 
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gee 2s attached article ‘tees the 42/21/75, "the Yashingtoa * ee 

MS < Post™ quotes a Departwent source as saying that the review Nas 

gles el) ts approximately & completed and so far has produced bo - 

= » evidence that the original FBI tuvestigatton of King's slaytig” 

eieris wos deficlent. It: reports that the review consists of reading 

Pe J) through some 96 volumes of FHI. files on King and that ft would: 

ot <3 ,, mot be completed until early February, at Witch tima the Civil. 

et “a Rights Division will decide whether to xacotmend to the OO, 

reer a ~ that an iadependent exauination be established, or the review. . 

oes. ‘ia etaay determine that Do’ further pcvutiny La necessary. | Appearing 

Sa on the “Face the Matton’ TV prozvana 12/21/75, the 43 siutlerly 

meee a Reported on the status of the Doparbicnt! s file reviey, . antiel-" ~ 

adm, bh: pated completion of. pane, “and rosat panty. of a further a me Cae 
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e
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It is obvious that the ews account, 4&3 well as. 

the AG's coments relate to the pada ipa King security - 

; file which is 94 sections in size and witch has been about 

“Ve. reviewed to date. The only otl« sipnificant file reviewed | 

_ 2 by the Department has been the file converning King's Be me 

itis, elose advisor, stanley David Levison, Most of the file on” <~ 

\ him, which totals 14 sections, hus been reviewed. Siyntficantly, 

‘tthe file on the assassination 
of King, {nvestigation 

— ee 

'.) genducted under the Civil Rights character, is 84 sections 
meet 

and none_of it hes yet ‘teen reviewed by the oy 

Department. 
To give you & better feel for the enormity wages PS 

of the files yet to be reviewed, theie 18 attached 4 chart - 

- - petting forth the identities of pertinent files and their eA 

a size in terms of munbers of sections and numbers of serials. ~ 

Soto ocs fe should also be borm in iad that the Department might also 

consider looking at field files. The chart also depe
cts a, 

the size of some of the more twportent files in the field. - 

  

  

It is interesting to pote the Department'
s current 

, -. thinking 6s respects & possible further review be an ue : 

yl. independent" group. This would, of course, pose sone | 

. ..' problems for us should ic cone to pass because of the (. 0" * 

ae = sensitive nature of some of these files. Wa need not, RT 

a for the time paing, address ourselves to any such problem... 

‘ 
3 

4 
a 

, a 
, 

bry 

RECOMMENDATION’ 
| nag, 

ae 
Bone, For information end record purposes. “ce 

— 

@ were 

pane 
eS 

[ 

acu “ 
“ye Tes 

4 ae ? 

“Seen et 
eg le 

a 
he 

> 

f 
. 

®


