Dear lir, Bresson, : | : 4/18/79
Thanks you very much for your letter of 4/13 and the Newark and thtle Reek

I particularly appreciate the improvement in the worLsheets and the cltatlan 9
‘recordo Were previously processed. Without thls in such volumlnoub records lt

to withholding of the record said to have been. prevlously processedo

I would appreciate it very much not only becaule I havo~heardfofaresorda1th&
but Stuclent
been provided &2 because I have temporary help in arranglng the records lnvthe

which they will be transferred to the uhlverolty. I will have this help to "

school year, whlch is now close.

For your information I keep these FOIA records to themselves and in the form 1n‘”

which I receive them so they can reach the unlver81ty that ‘waye ‘The only. spacejl'ha eﬁfer;

this is in the basements (I’ also have prov1ded a special working area and speC;alxl

nation for the use of others Who use these records.) However, because of the. arte

obstruction that developed after we met, when I had puflered only the blockages 1n'the‘
,-velne, I am not able to use the stalrs often. ‘I may have some records filed w;thithez.

matters in my office. If this 1ncludes coples of record provided to others I would llke

‘,fe to be zble to identify and locate them and files them with all the other FOIA recor&s

Vand assure that they will be complete for transier te the university,

If you will be kind enough to have this check made it will'also provide you with a
. means of determining whether or not you have sent me all such records.

The Newark and Little Rock recordseinelude historically valuable information sbme
of which, 1 believe, reflects favorably on the FBI and I havelno.reluctance in so telling
you. For example, a Littlc Rock recerd I do not recall rcading in another other file
states the FBI's early recognition of the historical 1mportance/of the recordse. 4nd the

. [MN.',UW‘D&I&;@ T

Newark records include 1nformat10n4eot used by the Warren Commission on Oswald's Marine

career, his alleged pelitical views and his alleged Cuban interests and associations., It

- seems to me that particulurly because of charges of withholding from the Commission such



" that the wmnecessary claim to (b)(2) will foster belieff that will last forevey, that the

PR is making misuse of this exemption to hide sometbmd because there is adequa:hg pm-—

information provides balance and perspective that will 'also._,};g useful to bist
gnd students. It can ensble me to be more Mormt;%when & receive press ingy
The only question I have relating to these field office records aside from ¢

address in a separate memo has to do with the use Of"”? exemptien (v)(2)s Beginnin

about four years ago I raied this with the FE[ representat:.ve sn & presume itsg@ ‘
use, partidcularly after the Dgpgrment's testimony tsd ‘
T5=1 996, is not accldental.

. word of the statute, *"solbly." In h:.storice.l aaaes and in all instnaces of the nse ‘hh&t

I pecall of many uses th:x.s statutory requirement is not met. fhe

I would much prefér: that all areas of dlspute that can be elim.nated not have to

go before courts and clutter them and you and me unnecessar:.ly. If you are prost__;ﬁjn;/

identn.ty of an actual conf:.dentml mfomant you do not requ;i.ra }(2) becauaev

is adequate. I am conf:.dent that your a.ssoc:.ates eannot tell m &:? a.ny instamﬁ

T isieh T-have. challenged the right of the FEI to protect the identity of an act«%}; -
- disclosed confidential informants The eontrarw 48 the case. I have inforned your peop
;_;.E;f;‘ ‘il e Deperbiant vheo I e observed the accidental disclosure of- identi‘hiqs mﬁ e
o dlsq;Losed informants so the 1denta.f;.cat:.ons could be removed from the reading room: caspiea.

“While the FBI may not be willing to belleVe it I.do try to be fair in my mm,g and '

in what I think, Because my work is a cji'itical examinat:.on of . the functioning -of fa@eml

. agencies I see such matters as those in the agencies may not. I therefore suggest to you e

tection in (b)(7)(D) , P e e

- There is & case in point in C.d.75-1996, the Scmersett/Milteer matter thet Mr, Yartings

continues to today and may yet cause serious new embarrassment?ko;the FBI, (There has been
no compliance since I informed the Court that the records withheld from me were disclosed

to another and that Somersett had identified himself as a former FBI informere 4Also that



he was long deceased,) Long after I informed. the FBI and this other requester also 1nfo:cmed;s
the ILI and at my suggestion provided it wn.th documenta.zw proofs the FBI persistqd in the

use of (b)(2) with me and under ocath in court,

Students and historians will consider thq.s alon, w:Lth othar fTactae First, -Somersett
Sohwn
was disclosed ap an FBI informant at the time. of the Kennedyeaaasamtion, if it wes not

- then general knowledge, The Miami authorities provided a tape recording the FBI did not
provide the Warren Coumission in_.whic_hvSo’mersett, recorded an sccurate forecast of how the
President would be killed a few days later. C%.uc:.ding with this the planned mohorcada
for the President in Miami was cancelled. In additiwhe Milteer part of this tape

. clleged eorlur efhnts 4 ;_tg_g'!}/ S
- included how in the official account Dr,. King s killedy I published these things in 1967.

/76 ®
In ’oh&%—yeaZ-Mlam authorities also made Somerse’l:t/lhlteer disclosure and this was tbe

subaect of extensive newspaper cbverage. Later Samersett himself appeared in New oz'lea.ns
* and received edded public attention, which I do not recall from the N.O.Fieu‘ Office
' records I have read. His death. and’ M:.lteer's Were publ:l.cly reported. Outside the FBI
tho$e cons:n.der:.ng the foregoing facts and the FBI's continued withholding from me. ;.n 8
! case in court along with its insistence on use of (0)(2) inevitably will wonder why the
.” : FBI persists in this, even af’cer expressio“ of Judicial dissatisfaction.

Suspieion also is inevitable because you have other and fully adequa‘be protection of

the actual identity of an actual confidential :.ni‘oman’c.
Before you assumed you present responsibilities I made many offers of assistance to

thc FOIA unit because it 1s not staffed with nubaact expertse It was regularly ‘withholding

what is part of the publa.c domaa.nJas it cont:.nues to do,at considerable wasted cost.and in
it 'violatlon of the Acte I am willing to provide this asoistdmce st:.ll, as 1 may be doing
voluntamly in the enclosed McBurney memo. There is. no disclobure of secret information to

: - me if one of your ﬁneople calls me and ask what I know about such-and-,-such a name.If I do

know anything it can save the FBI much cost and enable it ‘to comply with the Act as it
is no¥ now doing. -

1 ;
Along with the Somersett/Milteer ma’g‘er in the King case there is the continued withe _



 bolding relating to Richard Geppert of the St. Louis area as an E'BI informant even. aftar
his voluntary disclosure of this, Among the proofs of this that I providﬂd l&st yaaz- ia

. 'a tape recording of his personal appearance and confess:.on e;,év ‘l‘his also is

suitable for a (b){2) withholding.

My purposes in taking th:Ls time, as I hope you m.ll see, are to facil:.tate

~ and to eliwinate unnecessary problems and costs, really considemble wastese = i
While I have not been able to make a complete exam:_nation of the copies of th&

" " Dallas JFK communications {’dex, the one that was on. 5x8 cards, histmcally a.nd :Ln: e

Present it is a very valuable record. 4s I asked My, Lesar to inform you, the care yqu-.t"
people took to assure that no content was ehm:mated in the copying is appreciateds I-.
also appreciate the use oﬁ the clasures with the Acco fasteners. Prev:.ou,sly they h,a,ye nat_ - ‘_ .
- been included in most :Lnstances. I ‘have consumed the entire local supply of them for ‘ :

the earlier recordse. Their use not -only ‘protects the paper, it protects me becauselam sistae

mder a medical i;ujuction' against even slight cuts because I am on a heavy ,dqga_ ofmtﬁn

coagulent, which requires great cares ‘
5 will be reading this entire index when and as I can,’ Howeﬁer, as I aSkedMif- %‘9383-‘ L

’ to inf orm you, there are numerous instances of withholding without 'the claimadaxemptm :

being noted. This makes it impossible to determine what exemption is claa.med, if any, or
to make a meaningfglly informative appeal. (S.g,g v M 11 ,p;f— I; a,g )

There has not been ’cime for me to use this index along with the Newark and Little
. Rock record_.s to determine whether large gaps in them can be explainedby filing under
other captionse However, I call these gaps to your attention and ask if they represent

. records not included In Yemark there is not any reco ™ after 1970, In Little

: _Rock there is no record from 6/9/64 to 9/8/75., From all that was going on it would a.ppear
that there should be some records and I know there were directives from FBIHQ to a,ll
These ot
field offlce&not included on the worksheets as previously processed.
If my indices can be of use to the FEI in its FOIA processing they are available to
:Lh;&!/
Youe. I now have them usable condition, if it is far from perfect condition. One is a

3x5 card index to all my published work, which can provide féxirl'y conprehensive access to



sone of what is within the public domain. A1l that I have indexed relating to the King
assassination is in a separate %x5 file. Through your local people or anyone else you
are welcome to unsupervised accesse I am also willing to consult my files for ny work
for you. I do this for the press whenever asked. Most recently this prevented eriticism
of the FBI in a pubiication of large circulation which was going for the fabfications of
one &ary Campbell.

I believe there has been good progress in eliminating problems administratively,
Other such problems do exist, I have called some to Mre Shea's attention by appeals.
If the FBI desires to reduce if not eliminate what need be litigated I will be as helpful
to this end as I cane
Cc: Mr. Shea ' o Sincerely,

I“iI‘. -L‘es.ar S E é( LA

Harold Weisberg 27

1. This index includes only the Oswald, assassination and Ruby files. Does it not

m'arina Oswald and other relevent files?

include others, like the Commission,
2; The typed index I provided includes some of, the published books on the subject. The
FBf did not accept the cards reiating to the guilty-plea hearing and thelpvidentiary

+ hearings All are now in a single card index,



