4

(!

| r.lr.' Ielmopt- . }ebruary 7, 1984
A. ROBBH T S .4.f',.;' :
 ; LLL llA‘{Y LY OSWALDN = - . f)
IITENAL R)( .U’L[TY R " i [

The Dlrector'a affidavit relauve to the Iact that Lee Harvey Osv}ald , '
was never an Inforiant of the FBI and the wdministrative procedures for the'::.

h{mdUng nmt‘ﬁ;; ment of confldenttal informaita was delivered to Mr, J, Leo,,‘-‘f;?QQ- ;
Rnnlrlu of thePresldent's Conunisslon today, - e Rl we e I hanng

epy
5’ . 3 ':‘ ST
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Y N, Jvmuu read the cover letter and lhe amdavlt very carefully, Tt %

- After which be commented that he wanted to nake it clear that Henry Wage d.ld f-;'.-_--

5 not actually testify before the President's Commission, Rather than testifying, e 8
Mr. Wade aypenred at the offices of the Commission and w as interviewed . ”..y:’:r,
“.relative to his k: rovledge concernlng the allezation that Oswald had been 'an c .
lnIormnnt of the FII and was then guesiioned concerning his recollectlon o ¥ -{' t{

"% procedutee for handling I:formants while ¥ ade was a Bureau employee,-Rankin % |/ £

. stated that he wruted to make it ext1e: nely clear to the Director that Mr, Wade '*~- ri s

. %7 was furnlshing {uformntlon to the best of W3 recollection concerning Bureau *. " ,\ o

< procedures and was not vouching for the correctness of his statements, Mr, .:"_',j‘ :

st 1anidn also ndvised that Wade Was Dol in any way criticakof the Bureau orany ':

z;f\‘:'ol its proced;rcs. . : A .‘ﬁ .;3 O '~~.-- o g~ ().-f:,“.s:.'

. Mr. Rankin commented that Chiol Justice Warren and he, Mr. Rankln,‘ tf
were extremely appreclotive of the Mrectot's attitude concerning this matter, «, .E
- that he had seen {1t to furnich aa effidavit covering this situation, and that he had .: Y ot
; egressed w williugness to tectify Lefore tha Commission if guch should be necessary | .m« :
- He also commented that the Comrulsslon wrs most certainly not questioning the word- pFs .
% of the Pureau and that ticy certalnly nccepted the Director's statement as belng - . =
true, but they were conslderin: this problen from two angles: (1) The necesaity B :
" for satiafying tha Comrirglon of the tiidhitrlness of the situation, which had alreadyg
been done; and (2) having the records s'fficlently complete 80 that at such time as
- the pablic would have an oprortundty to see the work of the Commission there would
: be anfUcleat facta to show that the matter vas fully explored and that the record

wowld co: nplotely reflect the true situntion, e, oi i 53 s i
: fgs B o8 .;,;'.'
vt YL Wlth regard to Mr, fludkins, the reporter from a Houston, : Texas, AN

-« hewspaper, Mr, Rankln slated that the nintter of calling Hudking boforo the.'¢ _,.;; AN
: Cormnienion had been com;ldered And thnt pﬂor to calling Hudkins the Chief 5 ‘; Jz
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* Justice deslred to see the Director's affidavit," e advised that now that the .y 2
=+ afffdavit hes been recelved consideration will be given to calling Hudkins before ..
«+.. thedCominiasion, Jle advised that there was no objection to the Bureau golng M
© right shead with an tnterview with lHudking or anyoae else that the Bureau desired o

: to tuterview to nall this pituation down. Ile stated that if Hudkins were fnterviewed = i
Lo hie would eppreciate it if & slgned stateraent could be obtained {from him. Hesalso -
.- stated thet in the event Huduins atteinpted to rely on some source of his for this ;‘«';--;;{ :
7 gtory and would not dlscloge the £ource he had in mind calling his employeg_a.n'd;‘,‘if‘f.';-fz

""" Hodiins before the Commisaion fn order to oltaln the trug facts, < o el W RERLY
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4" Concerniny Henry Y'ads and the saaterial which was shown to Mr, Rankin /% gz

7 portraying the actual handling of expence iwoney and payments to informants and =)
¥%_recelpte and full accounting of Wada's expeiditures in South America, Mr. Rankin ‘u-
gtated he would Uke very mwuch to have a copy of this material and he was told | S

" gould be prepared and rade avalable to him as soon &8 possible, \He also advised -
-Wade concerning his expenditures while |

" that there was po objection to talilng to Mr. nlle
~ "he was in South America {n order that Wada would be fully apprised of what W& s ¥
i activities were at that tinie and bow he accounted for bis expendityres, x:.;w:fﬂ .x-:_-'t; 4 B
S R - S v TR AT
 RUMOKS THAT OSWALD WAS ¥ITINFOIMANT % . T e L

TRt }Mr. Rankin was advised that the allegation that Oswald was an FBI 150~ 7 Eiy
¢ infortmant 1 sp1eading rapldly; that the Bureau had had a number of presg S o% vl B
- tnyuirics and that ve were answering such lnquiries with.""No comment.”, He 2¥~7
% wag told that { this story breals and the allegation s made in the press, tl;e'.;f.é%’-f_"lf{

ily have to moke A slatement that it is an absolute ne.fii‘,g.-f-j-:-,i

Director would necassar A
- Pankin was told that Senator Jawes O, Enstland (1D, ~-Mississippl) of the Senate ne. B

Internal Becurlty Subcommittee bad advised this rumor had come to his attention s *
and that it had 8lgo been krought to the attentlon of Senators Roman L, Hruska -:"="
. (It =Nebraska) and Everett Mcliinley Dirksan (1%, -Illinois). He was told that - *~

3. consideration was Lelng glven to calllng & e eting of the committee to air this
7 jnatter fnlly a1d th? comimdttee was consldering calling the Director to furnish
%' testlmany on the matter., Y'ankin wep told that the Director was {nstructing that
Senator Eastland Le contacted to Jet him see i confidence the affidavit that the A
% Dlirector had prepared concerning this matier, He was also advised that 4 "7 -~

: ¥ Senator Kastland deslred, the nffldavit wovld also be shown to Senators Hruska s -
+ - and Dirksen, Fanlin wao edvined that any hearlng by the Internal Security Sube .-
* committes would be n dvplication of the work of the President's Commission R

" that the puipose of contacting genator Eastland and the other Senalors was to !,’.;-,‘,;5;_}»
keep the matter in the hands of the - |

i Preaident's Commission to avold publlcity.:}‘-,{:“.:; W
“+  Ife wag advised that the Bureiu wni helng plnced ja a bad position and that thej.-)g.:?.{_ oAl =2
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& best way Lo handle thie situatiod whe to show tha affidavit to Senator _f:_w}la;{l_(.l,?{,\_r.-\g»i —
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. br. Fanlin commiented that thik sltuation was extremely bad and that ‘3
t the Wares s reputetion was {nvolved; that the Prerldent's Commission did not 2
..deslre to Ioterfers In ony way with the Bureai's handling of this situation. He -

- stated the bureas ghould procecd fa thig matter in the same manner that lt'would_--;-

»!

- - handle any eitvation arielng and dlaregard the exdstence of the President's > ;- s
20 Cominiseiou, He also commented that, in addition to this belng a problem for* AR ey
the F1'1, the-Commlsslon consldered it a pioblem fnvolving all of the lntelugenp_ge'_;:;'l"":i
¢ hgencles. He stated that rumors were begindng to circulate tnvolving other o, "~ ghe

~dntelligence ngencles and that for this renson the Commission intended to go . *v.-§

- nto this eatter thoroughly and would erplore it to whatever extent necessary to

« clarlfy the recoird, Ite stated that whenfie Bureay completed its inquiries into . -,
< this matter he would appreciate belag furnished the results &nd he was assured : '

.; thﬂtthls .WQ.ul‘d.,_t.).e d‘_’ﬂe at f—he earucft po_lssl blotlmo. ot . :,_,,_%%;ﬂ: ,_:",'r" ;g‘n:r: . oo
w“rtoee L ,. ‘Mr, Pankin agaln repeated his statement that he wanted the Dix:eq;or;_;. o

Lo know that the Cownintasion wis not Questioning the Bureau's statement ;v i |

. concerndng the fact that Oswald was not an informant but they were desirous *-=-< 7.

= oie of elarifyIng the record, R Wt Pyl
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3. M, rioach wvas edrdzcd that Lhe Dureau®s offidavig =
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