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demotion in salary too. Fifteen others

ters of censure. 1 had never

never heard of him before

division and wag theoreticall

Hoover was once again able to cover himself,

pect Ford to “look after FBI int'erests,” and he
. keeping us fully advised of what Was going on behind closed
doors. He was our ma
Ford’s relationsh y ack to Ford’s first con-
gressional campaig an. Our agents out in the field kept a
watchful eye on Joey] congressional races and advised Hoover
whether the winners were friends or énemies. Hoover had 5 com-
plete file developed on each incoming congressman He knew theijr
- family backgrounds, where they had gone to school, whether o not
: they played football, and any other tidbits he could weave into 5
subseqpent conversation.
Gepald Ford was o friend of Hoover’s, and he first proved it when
he made a speech not long after he came to Congress recommending
4 pay raise for J. Edgar Hoover, the great director of the Bl. He
-t Proved it again when he tried to impeach Supreme Court Justice
" William O. Douglas, a Hoover enemy.
i ! _
President Kennedy’s death did nothing to soften Hoover's att;-
tude toward Attorney General Robert Kennedy. “The press calls him
Bobby,” he once told me in a deprecating tone of voice. (Hoover also
felt that Bobby demeaned the dignity of the Department of Justice by
bf}inging his dog to the office.) But Hoover played up to him ag long as:
Jack was president. Like his brother, Attorney General Robert Ken-
ntgdy realized he would have to live and work with Hoover, and he
went out of his Way to make a good impression on the director just
after the election. Bobby came looking for Hoover's support when
Jack asked his brother to serve as attorney general, and he told the
director he wouldp 't take the job without hijs support. Hoover gushed
his approval, although he told Kennedy he was not allowed to give




