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‘ I talked with Congressman Gerald Ford (R- aa at Dis. office at 1:45 PM! 

| this afternoon. The facts concerning the allegations of ~ ithat he 

saw Oswald receive $6, 500 in the Cuban Consulate, Mexic emia on a eokene 18, 1963, 

and the recanting of such false facts were made very clear to Congressman Ford. N 

‘He told me he was glad to get-the further facts concerning the matter, particularly ,- 

in view of the story that John eCone 0 of CIA had told him Originally. | Ula ec a ae 
ee eee eee 

ce ee 
With respect to the meeting of the Presidential Commission on ’ Decemlle 16 

'1963, Congressman Ford told me that the members of the Commission, including they > 

Chief Justice, agreed unanimously that no preliminary release should be made to the TON 

press regarding the facts as outlined in the FBI report. : 
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. ‘3 Chief Justice Warren told the Commission that they should strive 3 have 
their hearings completed and the findings made public prior to July, 1964, whent \ 

Presidential campaigns will begin to get hot. He stated it would be unfair to present’ 

\ : the findings after July, 1964. ol e ware 
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a Several members of the Commission indicated that Oswald's banger ne ‘ 

statements in the exhibits section of the report should be typed out for clearet recy sal, ~ <. = 

leer was inspructed to contact our liaison man, Inspector Malley, in this regard,t ~ 
Airmen Gar Cia g Guenw LG Pid Cofices Lorex ~ DPB, Ie ree 

-.There was no criticism of the FBI at yastorday’ s meeting. There were ~ 

no allegations ‘made by any one, including the Chief Justice, that the FBI had leaked . 

. portions of this report. I again went over very carefully with Congressman Ford the 

fact the FBI had not had any "leaks" whatsoever. I told him we were well aware that the 

, Department had done considerable talking; furthermore, it now appeared somewhat 

obvious that members of the Commission were beginning to leak the report, I referred 

- to this week's issue of "Newsweek" magazine which contains a rather clear analysis 

of the report, I told Congressman Ford that "Newsweek" was owned by the "Washington 

Post" and that apparently some one was trying to curry favor. Itold him we, of course, 

did not get along very well with either the "Washington Post" or "Newsweek, in He, ~- 

replied that he was in a same boat, that he liked neither one of these publications, 
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. I told Congressman Ford in strict confidence that apparently Chief Justice Warren was. -’ quite closé to Drew Pearson and obviously used Pearson from time to time to get P¥e ese thoughts across to the general public. I mentioned Pearson's articlaof December 14-16, . 1963. I told Congressman Ford as he well knew 98% of the facts in these articles 5. #s +: - _were absolutely false, oe, te wep! Tae TEE a Pte go ae oad, by tngele a o. 
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- Congressman Ford told me that several members had been somewhat .- -- surprised, however, pleased that the FBI's report had been in narrative form rather ” . than written in a straightforward factual manner. I told him this, of course, was °...2:.. for the convenience of the Commission. He then mentioned Chief Justice Warren 32>": : had expressed the desirability of secing the actual reports which back up those in ee narrative form. I told him the Director had issued very specific instructions that ~~~ these reports be made ready for the Commission. I told him they were quite lengthy ° ‘* ~ and would be mo material to wade through, => . ‘3 ee so ok 
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i Two members of the Commission brought up the fact that they stilt 4. vere not convinced that the President had been shot from the sixth floor window wee lant, f the Texas Book Depository. These members failed to understand the trajectory ~~. O
'
R
 

te
 

f the slugs that killed the President. He stated he felt this point would be discussed. ! urther but, of course, would represent no problem. - BP pratt ale site Sta 3 ot Ve ee 7 fe 4 S. , 
“ of Three members of the Commission expressed disappointment that’: 7 . U. E.\Baughman, former Chief of Secret Service, had seen fit to make a number of il- ' advised remarks concerning the operations of the Secret Service in the press. The } Commission does not agree with Baughman and criticized him quite thoroughly. They . ; nevertheless plan to call him before the Commission and take testimony, .  * " 

At the Commission meeting yesterday, Lee Rankin, the Chief Counsel, ‘was authorized to hire two so-called "technicians" who will assist him in research and t development of the Commission's findings. The Commission was told by Rankin that ~ } these men were skilled attorneys. One of these individuals is named < Adams, | 
a former Police Commissioner in New York. Another individual is a person by the 4 name of & Jenher, an attorney from Chicago. The Commission was advised . ’ that both of these man are available for immediate employment. Congressman Ford 1 stated he raised the question as to checking the backgrounds of these individuals. He j was told by Rankin that both of them had very satisfactory backgrounds and belonged _ to no organizations inimical to the best interest of the U. S, Government. “Gacpag 
weeny hog’. Wie F i . ‘ 

. Upon jeaving, Congressman Ford advised me that he will be in Michigan 

  

{ on a skiing vacation with his wife and children between December 22, 1963 and.-- -  «€ 
January 1, 1964. He stated I should call him at any time is feeistiince was needed, ; 
ear oe o * . “oA of eRe beeen tieter | ; : 7 | 
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He slated: ne had one arobleny: ‘He wanted to ‘he the FBI peneut: with him , af iL 
he had noway of transporting it in complete safety. I told him I felt the Director ‘> get 

would want him to borrow from us one of our Agent briefcases that contains a lock. | spots 

  

   

He stated ut would be ideal and he would d appreciate loan of a briefcase very much. ’; ee : 

ACTION: 1 Ji8r* ssi © 2 pein Sie 2A EL gl ee 

  

This matter will be followed very closely. If there are no objections, a 
I will deliver an Agent briefcase containing a lock to Congressman Ford tomorrow, .. ee 
December 18, 1963. ge a by . - nee Le te bee 
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