Oregon Magazine ‘Editor
Defles CIA Censor Order

PORTLAN}(St Ore., Apml 16 (AP)—.
The editor of Oregcn Magazine detiéd
a CIA order to censor 16 words from
an article gbout spying on Idi Amin in
Uganda and started the presses roll-
ing today for the May edition.

“If the federal government really
wants to censor these words, it should
immediately seek a restraining order,
because it is our intention to go ahead
and publish them as originally sched-
uled,” said Tom Bates, the 35-year-oid
editor of the magazine. :

Oregon Magazine has a circulation
of 46,000 and publishes news for and
about Oregon. The magazine is sched-
uled to reach newsstands on Friday.

The 16 words are part of a 7,000
word article entitled “I Was Idi
Amin’s Basketball Czar.” It is a hu-
morous account of how former spy
Jay Mullen set up a basketball team
as a cover-up for his activities in
Uganda. Mullen now lives on a farm
near Medford, Ore.

John Greaney, associate general
counsel for the CIA, met with U.S. At-
torney Sidney Lezak today to deter-
mine whether to request an injune-
tion against publishing the words.

Lezak’s office refused to comment
on what was discussed, referring all
calls to the Justice Department in
Washington.

In Washington, chlef Justice De-
partment spokesman Terrence Adam-
son said: “It sounds’to me like the
publisher is trying to take the media
for a ride at the government’s ex-
pense.”

Adamson said the government
never threatened an injunction, and

“if we want to sue someone, we’ll de-

cide on our own basis, not his.”
. Bates said he submitted the article
to the CIA March 23 as required in.an
agreement the federal agency has
with all its former agents. Bates said
he didn’t hear from the CIA until last
Tuesday, and Greaney didn’t arrive
with a list of deletions until Thursday
night.

“We were astomshed at the ‘exten-
sive list of deletions they brought in
Thursday night,” Bates told a news
conference today. “Oregon Magazine
feels it has cooperated as fully and
reasonably as possible with the CIA’s
last-minute demands.”
~The editor said he agreed to 28 sep-

arate deletions, but drew the line at
the remaining 16 words, which are
contained in two clauses in consecu-
tive sentences.

“I think there’s a First Amendment
question here,” Bates said. “I think
there is a question of reasonableness.
And I think it’s unusual because this
is probably one of the few nice arti-.
cles written about the CIA”

Bates said the CIA believes the 16
words would have “a so-called chilling
effect on their relations with certain
governments and in the world in gen-
eral.”

“People would just shrug their
shoulders if they knew what those 16
words were,” he said.

Bates said the magazine agreed to
any deletions that might endanger
lives in Uganda.

“This isn’t the sort of article we’d
risk anybody’s life over,” he said.



