Direotor, FOI4/Pa Appeals 3/30/18
Department of Justice
Washingion, .0, 20530
Dear Fr. Shes,
“i‘m#r latter of the Z75n &g get horve tollay, with ibe enclosvres. Thanks.

There seems %o be a patiem woth your meil. ﬁm; you use the large lessi-siszed
broun m&ﬁl&y&s I receive whatl ysu send. 45 of *my s zmial © have not recsived the
other letiers exvept as Yin beser smde oopise and sent them to =e.

Jim had $0id e that vou wanded the testimony back and would make coples for ss.
Beosmes I want to be sble wm@atwtmwﬁm%mﬁt}zwmwﬁﬁa. I retur
the originsls herewith. I sppreciate the offer of meking copies but 1t is now unoetessary.

Y. ur letter adds to several beliefs I have about the Department and FOIA/PA. In
comzuricating these belisfs, for whstever value they may have for you, I an inhibited by
that thin lirs drown boiweon what 1 may ssy and 0Rges 1B courds.

i have no doubt abont your good ifntentions. Zut I also believe that to & very lamge
degree they huve been rendered irrelevant., I ascume you hsve faced meny frustretions over
what bas happened, perhaps not reslising why 1% hapoens despiie your good intentions.

It appesyrs %o me thet the Yepardment hams ersvisd s “ube Goldberg ?ixiaj?& sachine. In
the design there is no rudier for the time the machine is aflcat. mﬁtaaamthnt
the absence of & yudder is not 212 het wakes the machine inopers there ia no
eaptain. re&ﬁmmﬁdmmmﬁmwtitmmmmmmﬁ that you
are not - you vannot be,

peninded of gn sxperience from wmy youlh, relovant because it slso dealft with the
ﬁa@rwﬁm af records se you addrass what you regard as the ¥BI's imnocent destructions.
Chryslesr Corporation had destroyed records called for by the subpotnses of the Senate
comsities Tor wideh I worked. Ehrveler's genmeral counsel, lester Jolbert, rfose in the
hearing room untidden and called out the nsme of sach presant Chrysler offickal. “¢ asked
sach if be had destroysd the reconis. Ssch replied in the vegative. ¥hen this lmpressive
show was over although Colbert had no? besn myorn a3 s witness asd sas not then Yestifying
he was asked s sixple yussbion: had he desteoyed these records. ¥Well, he had. ind he went
on to become ChrysRer®s president - and to prefide over many corpurats dizasters.

¥hen 1 prove the existence of record not provided I raceive nelther the records nor
proof of destruction. I believe I have asked for proof of destruction without response.
When 1 specify files that were not searched those files are not ithen searched. When I
specify where t}m'e mmm be &aplim% gopisz I an not provided with duplicate copiss
or with a states seuesesaful dearch for them, I could go on snd on this way.
I*11 provide :ma ﬁi“'h ssveral mﬁa illustrations which need not soncorn you over the
present status of C.4.75=1996, although to 5 degree ons figwres in 34,

Your footnote 2 introduces one and that great victery. {Bow Ho. TI1=1107, 1 think,
befors the appesls court.) What follows is far from all in the coming havvest/fof the
frudts of that victory.

There was the quegtion of an ndequate search. Thers hed been several false affidavits
filed, aocepted and not apologized Tor when 1 proved their falsity. In fact, there ave
thrse contradictory sworn vevsioms, amﬁhagsat%m?a zeept Yin =nd me. Un vemsnd I was
directed to eslablich vhe axistenve or non-existence of the pscords zocught. I was directed
4o take firsteperzon testipony, and I had %6 pay the bills Tor the witnesses and the
court reporter before 1 was ent off by the acceptanee of further false official reprosentn-
tions. But before I was cut off I 4id establish the existence of files not searched, Hove-
over, this FEI testimony established that these were the real main files because they sre



"30® or offics of origin files. (What was certified ss full compliance in C.a.75-1996
was also without gny sesrch of the Hemphis Fisld 0ffice or 00 files. JAUSA Bichael Ryan
and Sa Bmil Moschella of the F3I Offics of legsl Counsel wore present at ihat deposiftion
and heard this testimony. They thereafier did nol csuse a ssarch te be mads of the Dallas
Fisld Yfriece files. '

If they had they would have discovered records that had net been provided on discovery
and are relevent. These yscords are included among the first 40,001 pages of the FBl's
JFK relesses, those I have not yoi been provided, s2 well ss among ihose I wes provided
snder G4 T7-2185. Of these “% illustrate with the case of the wounded curbsione.

What I seek is the results of the scientifie testing in the J¥K dnvestigation. There
yas & "missed® shot. dbout if the ofiicdal FBEI line was lald down in i%s supposedly
definitive Tive-solume report ordersd by the President prior to the appointment of the
Worren Comdssion. Thers iz in 211 five volumes no gention of thal wounded curbatone or
that missed shot or of the man (whe has become my Iiend - 1 heard from hiz only last
night) who was wounded by that shot.

If ihde shooks you mbout the Fil's definisive investigation of the assagsination of a
President and with it the overbwrning of an entire system of society there is more.

The FBI sccountad for thet most terrible of crimes without mention ef one of ths
President's kuown wounds, the one in the froat of the neck. It also relates o the testing
the resulis of «hich I sesk for more than a decade.

Please kesp in mind thet I'm net arguing a ease - 1’z addressing how yoor FOIa/Pa
mschine works, does not work and perhaps camnct work.

One of the tesis is lmown as spectrographie analysis. “uig involves the creation of
& thin photegraphic plate not much thicker or lavger than ordinary csmera film,

¢n discovery we learn that the photographde plate of ths curbstens speetrographic
analysis was destroyed. It snd it alene of all thoss nany plates. The explanation is
that it was probvebly %o save file specel

Phare sre no stated resulis of this tezt, Phe presuse buiist had a dozen identifiable
components. The test detscted two only, lead and antimony. These are core components. 30
3£ we spsume that mazically the bullet shed its copper-alloy Jjackei we are laft to wonder
what hevpened te the other six cors componenis. ¥e are supposed to beliove that ihis in
1tself aid pot reouire some kind of FBI recorde.

Of the wmeny rolevant records I produced there were before and after pictures, if I
zay so deccribe them, and the surbstone itself. Four ¥BI agents, three of whom reiired
only after that caseswas filed, were deposed. Hach was asked Yo sxasine the "pefore”
photograph and the curbstone and as skilled men to provide descriptions which do bear
on the existence or non-sxistence of the records sought and ihe lesis mads. The three who
hod retired demsnded yprior psyment as “expert” wiitneuses, not content with the propayment
of the required witness fees. Hoi one would tesiify to the obvicus truth - that the peint
struck by the uissed shot today is the smoothest snd derkest part of that curbstone. NHod
one would testify that the contemporsnepus picture showe pbysical damage to that conorete.
In this they were supported by government counsel.

This forceé me to make & trip to Dallas. 4s a result I was able to fils an affi-
davit by the wounded James T. Tague. Thers is more that is Sysantine about this. done
of the proofs I srodnced lsd to any kind of sdded ssarch or the production of & single
added page of any kind of vecord.

1 lsarned how the FEL was foreed %o seek that curbsitone and to Tind it after it
pretended not to be able to find i%. In learning this I also learned that the PBI had
not returned what I esll & "before” picture to the news photographer who took the ploture.
T zlse obtain priats of iwo such pictures the FBI 4id not obtain from him. 4nd that affer



reading "leaked” scoounts of ithe official seiuﬁm of the crime this photographer, shen
hs bupped into the U.S.Attorney for Dallss a%t a social affair askw hiz how the FEI was
overlooking this missed shot and his ploiure of the damege it o

When this was relayed to the Warren Commission ontedde the FEI it was sent back
o the curbins, 3t loceted the proper peint ond hed 1% dug uwp snd flown to Washingion.
The FBI provided the Commission with a report smphasiszing thet there is no "merk™ on
the curbstone - but ingoring the fsot thet there m& besn & mark. The conbemporansous
news sccounis wn the words senr 3nc ¢hip, meybe slso hele, I% is in ihe court rocord now.

The yetrieving agent is ithe now yetired éamaai Ie Bhaneyfelt. On depesition he sought
to dig ress snd dlvert with s falpe and unprincipled spseult uwpon me and my personal
integrity. He achumlly testified, gmtm%eusay, thet the FEL had gonsidered suing me ovar
my writing, The wey he put 1% is $hat be had. I now bave some of those records and that
they 454 actual consider suing me, using him to Tile thet apuriocus suit, is 'krtae m%
records also showy that may wanbed o ﬂmy B¢ anl ay arz,tizig.

3?;1»:&&;*: z.z ﬁmft ES ‘zzam gﬁwsﬂmem* vamsgl X aeem,\g wwe t}w stutubs 17 bg weu.,ﬁ She
later he sent z¢ & bill for added fees as an expert witnees. In my letier refusing $o pay
thes I ineluded & written waiver of the running of the staiute of limitstions, 1 have
heard pothiag further froa hiz or an this.

The evidence I produced is that the FBI knev from the outset about this nissed
shot and 414 nothing sbout §fp thet i4kx kwew the identity of the wounded man and
avpided hiz until be Torced Mismsell upea it afiér another of those lesked storles;
and that the curbsione's wound Had been hesled with o visible pateh. This led 4o not
ong mors plece of papers

I also proved the existenve of other relsvant records that had not been provided
on dissovery, ilsc Syzantine. How did Warren Commission counsel know thst Tague had
returned iz Eay 1964 zrier to & visit vith Mis mronte to take movies of wh o ke
was slightly wmﬁé‘? (By then the mark has &imgpeamé )} Commission counsel sven believed
he wes siowing Tsgee a fmame from his moW¥les, as I found in the typescript of the
deposition, ovtained from the ®ational devbives, énd then, systeriously, Taguwe's film
was gtolen.

There is no record of the ague £ilm in the Arclives nor bas the FEI provided any
repart indicating any awareness of it.

There vere sther Daliss Field Yprice sad 1 records that also were sot provided.
By ascident 1 found some in ths second large release I obtained in C.4.77-2155. in
summsry the FBI kmew there had besn 2 visible merk and thet it had dissppeareds From
all 1 have besn able to learn from the Archives this record was not provided to the
Warven Commission., It was not provided under discovery. is i've bold you the laddas
files also were not searchod sven aflor I established the need %o geareh then. But
the HG files are axglizé.t enough on this - and vers withheld until J.4-77-2155. I uwas
lucky to blunder on it 4n those 60,000 pegee while helping twe reporters vho wore ssavehing
thoes files here snd copving what they wanted. They, too, had missed ihds,

Back to ionocent desiruciion of rsoords. Do you bolieve that the desiruction of this
single one »f those spectrographic ;}la’ﬁas was innogenty Or that the withholding of relevant

revords was sccidental? Or thef failure oI think refusal - to search the Dallas files

is good faith or due 4iligence - alse. innocent? (I've had io file s separate suit for all

the Dallas and Hew Urissns files.)

I digress with whal may perhaps give you & reading on Yim cnd me. I wee iu Ysllas
at the iise James Farl Hay escaped. Because I kmew him well and had been his investigator
ABCSTV's Good NMorming imerics wanted me %o f1ly to Bew York and appear on that show. I
decliined three %imes because I have no intersst in personal publicity and becauss 1
wanted to complete what I went to Yallss to do. This also coinoided with “ark Lene's




extensive TV apd other appearsnces in whiek he blamed the King asssesinstion on the FBI,
lane was m pileghng $hat the pan he desorided ag the ene who ran Boover's office had
besn sent do onphds %o supsrviss fhe Job! It was Jin's belief thek ob balence I should
use the opvortunily 3o resdh a large sudience with some truth rather than ddsinfomation,
80 on his wrgiog I wint o  ew Yobk end did iulfaet defend the FEL on that show.(I sade
Bo arrvangenent for a tape and have noi used this bui a reperter who heard I would appesr
siiu tape that. I kave given the tups o Wisconsin if you deuwbt ilds representation of m
i uped thaid gzw%ﬁw sudisnos 2nd Shove)

I know of no vay your ?”Zaf?& machine can cope mth mﬁ 1 have mﬂm& sbove, I
know of po way your office sen make s mesningiul review on mevil me mailer how determined
you pay be mlsssymh@a&w of golng oulside ef‘iim chenbels, 1 do wean not to
limit this te the ¥BI. I hsve given you ether illustratioss, relsting to olher coupoments,
I know of no v I com peash any Depevteent officisl %o couxusicate such information to
him, zesping an official who hes the aatherity you do not have. I have male eiforts. im

Jour effice sppesrs to bs Guable Yo oo . with what bhe FBI conteives with P compliance
snd non-conplisnes. I mean nothing persongl. 1’z dsseribing the wselinery.

The FBY was %ﬁh&ﬂ}}' nan~responsive when wdsr P4 I gave 1% prost of the falsity of
the Pou records b obtuined. I mever obiadned the withbkeld records. By proofs coincide
with the end of couplisnce, such as it Wk These are viciuusly defauatory recgrés. When
i kpew there would be the comdng relesss I aaked Jim 10 srite the Usperisent. He received
wmw&nétmssmﬁswmﬁﬁm ‘

Then we learned of sul-rvate distribution of ther by micrslile sm:i wierofiche, Yim
wmﬁs again as was inforzed tids wae not the osse. In tofay's mail I huve & sscond proof
of the falsity of that resposss. 1 encloss a2 copy.

dgain on PA, the ssoond $llusirebion ©I begsn by wefersing to. On seversl occasions
1 have given the FBI what I belisve 1% should heve, I reecall sn Wﬂm’téﬁ bullet & friend
found i# Dealey Flaza, clesrly planted there. It wae veturned. I recall extensive records
ef the dongerous orgonization calling itmelf the MEnubewen, siso refurnsd. These were
»returned. But no recerds releting 4o them have been provided wnder my P& regueste. Then
thers are a picture and s ckeddh of the “assassin” in the Kinp cuse. These have not yei
besn roturned. after sose strong profesis sod lnpatient suzsestions Trom bymse Busmen
the PEI &id grovide a fou other pages but not all thet ave relovent to this disinformational
affort. T2t it is not pespibls %6 werd what 1 have ressived sitheut modng ohers else to
search, This includes Ti&34 offices. I heve specified them and received sothing siacs,
after many months. Then there is the looal residengy. I heve besn in that offige and 1 ms
pretty sure I sew file cabinets there. The records show that the plotures wers returned o
the local residency, as weve the bullet and e “inuteman vecerds, But I heve not received
& copy of a single pgge of records fron the residency. TBis cauno® be becouse the PEL
does not know it hes this local residensy or beoaurs the roverdz that wers provided were
oot resd prior to thelr Being providsd,

How put those sepsrste ltess together. Delsmatory.recoids heve bess released. I first
legrmed of this from reporbers who bad obdained copies, They are in the weading room. By
efforts to ntilirze PA wore webuffed by the FBI, Jis's 2ffort to protect ny r&mtrtim angd
the reputation of sy work were ignorsd. and the records of ny efforts o belp the FEI over
the years, going haek to the 19%0s, zy«izm-iam;f ip not exlst. Hotive iz apparont.

You can mske the offort you mude ith the Eogenberg case, vhich you enclosed. But I
4o ot see how the FOIA/PL machinery snd the buresuorscy persit vou to do this in historie
or oven “project™ cases,

Eube %’ra}.éixgrg aiso designed your machine for determiustions in fee walvers. How that
you have decided in the sing case I'11 give you illustrations limited tu what can be in



offinial vocords and in ot leset one case 1lg thers.

Buen Attomsy beneral Mevi announced the OFR "re~iavestigetion” ccinclded wilth ay
going o the FEL with Jix o pick up primts of the remnant of fatal bulliote I then of-
fored a1l T hod apd all & knew through Sa Tom Wisemen. "ix d4id this by letler. He vas
rebuffed. And on this 1t may interest vou %o know that each of the “re~investigations,”
thase by CBD and OFF not bedns all of them,coincide in tme ith my POIA end othsr efforis.
{1 @34 the iowvestizabion for the succsssful hobeas corpus petiticn and for the evidentiary
hesring,) I believe this iz as opposite as anything cen iw to the allegsiion of *profit®
#n your affidavit. I alsc belisve thet this was not bofors you in your consideration.

That zachine agrin.

’ Bopegrer, beozuse of the Depsriment's substitution of its prefersnoe for wy reguests
E have basn pud to 2 grent amount of work and some ocost 16 seinbiish a sspavate file of
gopies of those recorde that do cosc close to ny sotunl mm#'ﬁtg. If I hod not dose this
I would not have a pristine file Yo give to Wisconsin, as i do have and will give, ones
1 haves time to pul whai + heve on paper, {Gnave 54:-..3 g&% be a side benefit to the lepari-
ment because i do have Sais sepurabe {lie wad wiil put what % kuoW Bn DAPeTe)

1 aporeciate your expressions abbut my heaith. Having teken this ¥ime I'11 take e
1ittle more i Inform you.

¥hils I have serious limitations and the potentisls ave Mifd quite serious I am
a0t a ’a%:gai@ai or 8 maatal ar sn smoiional criznle, hm 1 should not fo 1% bgt I work
25 53 1ate 25 11 Pela, 85 L &1 last night, and when I sleoy as lale as 1 did this morning,
to 5345, that is late for me. I have undertaken a verylarge job whose foous I believe is
undmoyn S0 Tou. I am not pursulng whodundts.

When Jim informed the court in C.i, 75-1996 we knew of serious and persanent damsge
to the veifis in both legs »nd thighs. That got me on the return %rip of the blood, et
commected with, T om suye, Dy svire averiiens to go 3o Few York u’?‘”‘ that Yood Morming
Amerles defense of the FBI but coingiding with 1%, éiagaﬁaa% afber 1%, there iz an
arterial irpairment, This gets me gning. The sxient is m? ieyvn 33»# am there ia some
hazard to the %esds not msdo snd they thus ars aol made uaill surseyy 35 indicated,

after T returned from Dellas last “wne I lost 35 pounds and & great smoust of

shyaical stropgth and cepability. I hope I en rebuilding some of fhdo snd I do thdnk I
zm. 3o that I may some of tie mediesl restricitiouns have leen sased. 1 an g,;ggsﬁaé to
gybid falling or brudsing syeolf or cubting sgeelf. I am on a heavy 4088 of anti-co-
agﬁlent. But as & hyscinth-lover emn ap.rciste, I 2a heppy tbat with core I aa wow pare

mitted to attempt slmple work on our five acres. I ax s$ill leswning what i can and cannot
do without & remction snd how much of 250h. ¥eatam$‘ morpings cebbing of wild rowes snd
wild obherry ami sassafrss sappilssgs fron ylaa%in@ i could not touch last susmer was &
bit toc much. —t knosked me out for s while, I presume from ss oxygen };ﬁ&ffa.ﬁi%imvs Buk
vetserday aiiernovn's coliecting and &:&sp@m&l or rocks 4if nots I san ¥ figute this,
In & short while I will see if I ean put the wisier's ee&;ba&&a of woud mshes where thers
is zoss {(dowshill) amd it that is not toc such if 1 cen hsadle & sart of sell-rotied
sanure (uphill) fer zy wife's [lowerbsds.

If 1 stand mr as 1ittle as 15 misates ! get close to passing out. I have 0 keap
my legs up when i's not moving, I ziso have tﬁ zet up and walk sround some every 20
zinubes or 0. ¥hile there sre iﬂ%rmptisas in congentra®ion ané thelr is impairment
a2 the flow of tlood to ihe brain, 1 doKesp godng, at one thdag or another.

Begsuse 1t is wige for se $o drive 1o Yoshingbon if I am 4o e thers fz;r a Tive-
Fhl#E minute at 10 a.me 1 s away from nome for 11 bhours fres the tiws I get up to the
tize I can relurn by bus.

So, v2ile T 2z Baided I a2 2loe 2ble o function, Becspss of the potentials, those
froz the venous and arbterisl problems preseniting separste bezerds, 1 have also had to
reorder my prisorities.




One sacrifice is tha® because of the oxtent of the work I have undertaken 4 do not
take time to stop and outline what I will do. Evervihing is off the top of the head,

Uz the other hend, i4f I believe & construciive purpose is o be served, ! take the
tine thai seeme 1o bv requirveds Bven iT I would prefer to spend thai tize getting cloger
%o the writing I went o dé. This is in pert becsnse I beliove the mopt impbriant single
thing I can do with the knoviedge 1 have &t o make records avsilable, CEEE

The tine I havs iaken J{ar thie letter reflocte what I s trying % explain. You have
eonvinced x2 of your good ihlentions. I believe the s¥allablility of records is iampdritant,
Therefors 1 have taken tiue to inform you, ineluding of probless you face in your part
in zsidag reeords svailabie,

If you desire 11 I will take move of thls kind of time.

Un your interest in the peried of about World wer II, I bore Yo £iné tize for
prouised orsl histories. I spont much of thres dage lset wesk in zome pei:ded o the
subjeect matter of my work. ~

Harold Weisberg



