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WASHINGTON, D. C. 18118

)
H

et The Speaker
P House of Representatlves
washington, D, C.

Dear Mr., Speaker:

referen:e is -a legislative proposal '"Providing for the -
"acquisition and preservation by the United States of cer='
tain items of evidence pertaining to the assassination-of
President John F. Kennedy,” ' g

in its investigation of the assassination of
President Kennedy, the Comnission appointed by President
Johnson examined numerous items of physical evidence ;
which were used to form the basis for its report. These
{tens included the assassination weapon, the revolver :
{nvolved in the murder of Patrolman J. D. Tippit, and
many other exhibits. This evicence and the investigative
reports, tramscripts and other working papers of the Com="
mission, have been officially transmitted to the National
Archives by the Commission, Pending final decision as
to the disposition to be made of these exhibits, the phys
fcal evidence has been retained in the custody of the .
Federal Burcau of Investigation. e

prior to the completion of its work, the Comails=
sion requested that this Department take the necessary steps
to provide for the retention of the essential items of phys-
{cal evidence in the possession of the United States Gov=
ernment for an indefinite period of time. After full com-,
sidoration of the alternatives, 1 am persuaded that the 7
national interest requires legislation which will provide’
a valid legal basis for the permanent retention of these
critical exhibits. | ’ SRR
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In the first place, retentlion of these items
e vourld parmit a more accurate and couplete reassessment
- A cf the zonclusionu of the Presldent's Comnission if at
L eny timz in the future this wa3 considered desirable.
o Mary of the ftems, such as the weapons, cartridges and’
various documents, were the subject of testimony before
the Comnmission, during the cou:se of which expert and -
other witnesses testified about: their vital characterise
tics, ownership, use, and relationship to che assassina~
tion, : ’ : *

Furthermore, I think it is iwportant to rccog-
nize that in the years ahead allegations and theories
regarding the assassination of President Kennedy will.
continue to abound. This has certainly been the case
abroad and, to some degree within the United States, -
since the publicatian of the Commission's report, de-"
spite the impressive documentation and presentation of
the Commlssion’s conclusions. To a considerable extent,
such allegations eand theories feed on secrecy and un-
certainty, as is demonstrated, I believe, by the histor=
ical literature during the past 100 years relating to
the assassination of President Lincoln. In my judgment,
a faflure to retain the critical physical exhibits and .
the resultant possibllity of thelr loss, destruction, or
alteration wlill serve to encourage irresponsible rumors
and allepations designed to destroy the widespread pub-
lic conildence in the work and conclusions of the Pres—
ideat's Commission,

Lastly, I believe the legislation is desirable”
to protect the memory of Presicent Kennedy and our country
fron the dﬂbasemonL which would occur if items connected
with the President's death are permitted to become object
of comnercial spectacle. The assassinatlon of President
Kennedy on Novewber 22, 1963,1s a sad chapter in the story
of our Mation, It rgmains however, part of our. nation 1
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‘teritege. It would be most inappropriate, in my oplnlon,
to permit these gvents and the work of the President's °
Conmission to be demeaned by private profiteering. Re= &
tertion of the items of physical evidence in the posses-
sicn of the United States Is necessary to protect this
important national iInterest,
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For these reasons, I am submitting the enclosed
-measure which would establish a procedure under which
selected items of evidence could be retalned and protected
fron dispersal and exploitation., The legislation would -~
authorize the Attorney General to determine which of the -
itens considered by the President's Commission are re-
quired by the national Interesi: to be acquired by the
Urnited 5tates and preserved for public use. When the
Attorney General makes a determination that an item
should be acquired, all right and title to it would be
vested in the Uplted States upon the filing of his S,
deternmination with the Office of the Federal Register for " 'i: . ’
publication in the Federal Register. The Attorney Gen=- RIS ;
eral’s acquisition authority would expire one year after
the enactment of the proposed legislation, and title to
only those items described in determinations filed with s
the Office of the Federal Register within such one year .. =~
period would vest in the United States. The Court of SR
Claims would be granted exclusive jurisdiction over claims o8 ;
for just cowmpensation for any jtem acquired by the United - e R
. States pursuant to the proceduxe proposed in the legis- :
‘,lation.

; In order to meet the requirements of the national ;;"v :
interest as Indicated, I urge the early and favorable con-:gf;\¢‘ .3
sideration of the CnC]Oued proposal. : o

Sincerely,

A

- Attorney General
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