JFK and King assessination records appeals Harold Welsberg 10/21/79

Records not searched, recomds not provided, Mng - lesd cards

Records not searched, recoxds not provided, JFK - lead caxds

Bad faith

Field offices included, in both cases

Until I came acorpss 62-109060-3288 I lacked proof that the FEI keeps written
records of ite leads. My appeals cover msny of them and have not been acted upon,

The FBI's investigetion, what it did and did not do, if of mejor importance in
Yotk cases, |

Its traditional snsver to everything is statistics the relevancs - even honesty -
of which is rarely subject to any examination, It presumes everyone will assume that
everything i# doss is relevent. In fact in both cases wost of its activity vas waste
work, with grestast attention being given to the insane, which omn sefely be taken
litersliy. The more totelly irrs¥ionsl the report the greater the space devoted te
it, while significant ﬁzfama%ian, when not ignored, is passed over in a Sow
santences. ind thus the FEI compiles its impressive stetishics.

More than = half yesr after the FBI got a worthless report it directed Hew
York to folliov it up and in = npte on the FBIHQ copy beat iits chest in selfwpralsel
"his situation wos detected in Iine with®yx our continuing program of checking
our lead cards...” This indicates the exislence of lssd cards and that they are

"our conﬁnwgg‘mgm‘m."

Ho lead caxds have been vrovided by FBUHQ or any field office in either case.
1t is beyond any doubt thet all involved in the searches mid providing of records
had to know thet these lsad cands sre standard FEL practise, existefd ahd were
with held, I consider thiz bad faith and delibevate non-compliance.

Of courpe I do believe there is substmntial public interest in kmowing how the
FEI spands its tine w;g,i}:‘my when it investigates the most subweraive of crimes, the
sssassinations of a Prefident and one of the nation's most popular laaders.

I i ave substuntial subiscbematter intersst in what is invelvad in these lead

ie going back to my 1969 requests, I tell you quite candidly that most of the reports

on the origin of the shot in the King case sxe other than the official solution con-



jectures and that, despite the official story end contrived affidavits used in the
extradition gil of the FEL's evidence relating to whether Hay was at the sceme of

the crime st the time of the ordme is other then the official sbory has it. Now in
all these records - and I hsve resd all the King records not still withheld = I have
yot to see any FBI investigation of these and relabted matters. All that 1 have

voad was known a% FBIHQ snd the field offices. Tierefore it is important to kuow
whother lead cards were set out directing investizations of these and related matters.
If there iz no lead card ihat alsp will be significant inforaation,

You should recall the histyBy of the Long tickler. The FBI first denied its
existence, then claimed not o bo able to find it, and when you foundf it, following
the leads I provided, it was guited - and this afier my request.

85 other tickler has been provided and you have not me;énayapmwmz
regard to all of thamlizavemtmmfgfﬁmeﬁm‘ﬁfa-ﬁﬁrﬁmm
but you have nelther acknowledged this nor informed me that any search for them
was belng mades

Rocently you DRSSESEd me that the King case index had been destroyed - and this
also subsequent to my indtial requests.

I therefore ask that you make special efforis to see to it thst no lead cards
are now destroyed, with the slleged destruction to bes coversd by s nonefirst-perscn
affidsvis, whieh is common praciise for FEIL untruths, .

/



