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R. H. Jevons o St
LEE BARVEY OSWALD, AXA,

B - R - CUBA

ke A letter dated 1/7/84, has been recelved from Eonorable J. Iee Rankin,
. General Counsel, the president's Commission on the Assassination of President

. Kennedy, reauestog advice concerning the feacibility and desirability of spplying - -
guclear activation techniques to gpecimens of evidence in the Les Barvey Oswzld ™
case. This request was prompted by Dr. Paul C. Aebersolds letter to Assistant
Auornéslr’;ceneral Berbert J. Miller which was mm&ded_bx Mr. piller to tke -

- Presldent'scommlssion. % i b Rt TR e

]

. * work is already in progress 2pplying the techniques of neutron activatioa= |
analysls to certain phas€s of the current jnvestigation. Based on my memorantum '

of 11/27/63, spprovel was given to maie arrensemments with the Atomic En2rgy T« :
1 commission (AEC) t0 utilize its related facilitics for the purpcse of employing *
such nuclear analytical procecures on certaln items {n the instant investigation. ‘
1 on12/6/63, Dr. Glenn . Seaborg, Chairman of the AEC, oifered complets aad
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particular, be advised tkat DT, Paul C. Acbersold, DirectoT, Division of LEel o

Isotopes Davelopment,and enthor of the letter forwardad to Mr. Rankin by the s

Ascistant Attorney General,would not be advised of the neutron activation saalyses: -

being conducted in this cacs even though he is presently the head of the division

at AEC which fostered the contract work relating to the research on this matier.
Preliminary tests have been golng on at the Ozk Ridge Natiopal

Laboratory, Cak Ridge, Tennessee. On 1/14/54, it is plannad that the actual

processing of ibe cests from Lee Barvey Oswald's hands a2nd cheek will commsnca. .
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Memorandum to 3ir. Conrad

Re: LEE HARVEY OSWALD, AKA,
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These paraffin casts will b. stuclled b'y ncutron activation analysis to ¢eterm1ne
if they bear any trace c.eposits characteristic of powder residues.

On 1/7/64, in respcnse to an !ncxuiry irom Chief Justice Ea.rl Warren,
Chairman of the President's Commission, Dr. Glenn T. Seaborg advised Chief
Justice Warren that the AEC was cooperating on a confidenti2] basis withthe .
FBI "investigating the possibility of whkether a very sensitive method of trace

‘element analysis (the s0-called "activation apalysis technique') may be of any

value in further corroborating evidence z:lrea.dy in hand by the Federal Bureau
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-RECOMM:ENDATION' et e e e

a It {s recomm ended that the attached letter be Iorwarded to Honorahle
.T. Lee Rankin {n answer to the recmest m his letter cLafed L/7/64. V
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