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o In connection with our examination of evidence re
in the sbove matter, we have considered all possible examinations

 and techniques which would be productive in identifying the  _— [

' perpetrator of the crime, 1t is noted that we have g¥ready by ¢ M

\aea.ns of microscopic examinations, jdentiZied the gun hised in the '

assassination and
Lee Harvey, Oswald

idénti;;c:tion. o

. wtesio Among the analytical technigues considered from the . %y

beginning has been 2 rather recently developed technigue know¥n 28

meutron activation analysis, which is an outgrowth of the atonmic.. .
energy program and which makes it possible to anzlyze for the
presence of such smaller quantities of materials than heretoiore
possible by the earlier existing techniques, Omne consideration 0% -
this technique in the present case was directed toward the possibie
detection of powder residues on the person and clothing of the )
suspect with the objective of showing that he sctually fired thg gun.

In this respect,
on the hands and

was fired, Accordingly, in viev of the nomnspeclific pature oSXBULE .
results and in view of the massive evidence already available L7
jndicating Cswald's guilt, it was not felt that this type © xaRle

nation would contribute ezsentially to the investigation
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gun, It i} further noted that an eyewitness reportedly sejl_ected_

Oswald from a line-up as being most similar in appearance-te the
subject whom the eyewitness sav aiming and firing the—xifie at the )
Presidential car although the eyewitness was unable tg m2ke 2 positive
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farther through handwriting examins¥ions identilied
as the individual who ordered and paid Zor this

FELEAS =

1t is noted that the detection of such residu¥y

Laalaadie a e b

REG 7 42,/aqa404?
‘e ‘g’(c.‘.sa &ﬁ_ﬁ.ﬁk

’70‘1"/3:3 LT e e

. guv TS ;
25 CfC 23353 b _,!
Rm, 5710 £ =

R s
w7



?ﬁemorandun to M¥r., Conrad
Re:? LSSASSIHATIOH OoF PRSSIDERT
JOER F. KENNEDY ) . )

However, Oswald 1s nov dead and there will be no trial,
In view of this development, it js felt that this exarination
should now recelve furthsr consideration in order to protect the
-{ Bureau against any possible future allegations, hovever unfounded,
that if neutron activation snalyses type of analyses bad besn
conducted, one pight have qbtained extremely sign}ficant data.
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it is noted that this type of analyses requires access
to an atomic reactor, and, 2S pointed out in earlier memoranda,
pecause of the cost and 1mpossibility o?f placing such a reactor
in any building presently in control of the ¥BI, the Bureau has -
not considered jt feasible to purchase such a reactor. Hovever,
with the Director's approval, W have had for some tine, a standing
arrangement with the ARC and others whereby we bave ready mccess to
their facilities for such examinations. Horeover, representatives
of the AEC and others have called since the assassication %o oifer
any possible assistance.
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. The paraffin casts reportedly =made by the Dallas Police
Department of the hands and face of Oswald are Row being forwarded
to the FBI and these casts represent the pest possibility ot
applying the neutron activation technique for the detection of

der residues. Accordingly, for the reasons get out abovse gnd
ri=asrily to place thse FBI -in a position to refute any speculative
allegations 28 to the potential value if such tesis vers not =ade,
it is felt we ghould conduct peutron activation tests of the casis
upon receipt in the Bureau.

Any such exaainations will, of course, be with the strict
‘ understanding that the ipformation and dissemination of the results

¥ill be under complete FBI control.




Memorandum to Mr. Conrad
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There is attached a wore detailed discussion of the
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details concerning this matter,:

i
i

_technical limitations and related

" g ;"yThatﬁwe>arrange:vithfxEé.tbfuséﬁtﬁeffaéiiitieS‘ﬁader“‘*
;pont;act-to_them-fo: the purpose of conducting neutron activation
‘tests on the paraffin casts made by the Dallas Police Department |

and on any_othe:'1tems‘oiﬂey;4qnge;such'as clothing where it may |~
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