
Senator Paul Sarbanes 7627 04d Receiver Road 
U.3.Senate Frederick, Md. 21701 
Washington, D.C. 20510 1/31/90 

Dear Senator Sarbanes, Attn: legislative or administrative assistant 

+ am a former reporter, investigative reporter, Senate investigator and editor, 
wartime intelligence analyst and the author of sevegh books. I am almost 77, am in in- 
paired health that, among other things, requires that I sit with my legs elevated and, 
when typing, with th: typewriter to one side. So I apologise for ny typing. I write in 
part to inform you for when the Yongress againg considers amending the Freedom of {nfor— 
mation and ‘rivacy Acts and in part in the hope that you can be of help with ny_per- 
Petual problems with the Department of Justice and the FBI in my efforts to those 
Acts, efforts that in part accotint for their dislike of me (and I think abuses), efforts 
that in 1974_led the Yongress to amend the investigatory files exemption. The legislative 
history in the Senate is, quite specific on this. Senator Kennedy saw to tis in his 
questioning of Senator fart during the debates. 

limitations imposed on me by my health preclude my filing any additional FOIA 
suits but I have filed a number and as a result -have obtained about a third of a million 
pages of once-withbeld records. They and all my other materials will be a permanent, 
public archive at local Hood College. Some are already deposited and students have been 
using these materials for years. 

My work for more than 25 years has been on the subject of political assassinations, 
mostly those of President kennedy and Doctor King. Unlike others, E am not a conspiracy 
theorigst. There is none of that in any of my books. ‘ine is a ruther large study of how 
our basic institutions worked in those times of great stress and since then. If sone of 
thé agencies did not dislike me before then, as the FBI did, they all developed a strong 
dislike because of my work and because of both my uses of the Acts and what I made part 
of the historical record in those lawsuits. I can amplify this if you would like and I 
can provide credentials from scholars on my owscholarshkp and accomplishments. I think 
1 do not exaggerate in saying that I brought to light just about all that is both factual 
and not in accord with the official solutions to those crimes and am responsible for most 
of the disclosures under FOIa. 

The FBI in particular generated many internal records that are quite defamatory. 
They can be misyed in the future to undermine the credibility of my work in which, despite 
its best efforts, it has never been able to show a single fuctual error. Had there been 
any error in the innumerable, lengthy, detailed and thoroug:ily documented affidavits I 
filed in the FOIA cases, the government would have taken steps but there was no error at all. 
Not one of any substance has been shown in any of ny books, either. 

Senator Mathias, who had been a friend, called to Senator Goldwater's attentkon 
when he chaired the intelligence committee a particularly nasty FBI fabrication and that 
committee's records include the correction of it. The FBI told the Yohnson Whi telipgHouse 
that my wife and I annually celebrated the Russian (evolution with an guting at our home 
for about 35 strangers. Uf home was then a farm and’ the occasion did not coincide with 
that revolution but in fact was a religious gathering sponsored by the Jewish Welfare Board 

for Washington area service personnel after the Jewish high holidays. What we then did at 

our farm that was so attractive to children the University of Maryland copied’,and operates 
at Wheaton as Old WcDonald's Farm. I cite this +6 give you an idea of the extreme to which 
the FBI went to hurt us and the basis it has, in adiition to its traditional stonewalling, 

for resisting disclosures. if I am not able to get those records that are withheld in- 

properly, it will not be posi:ible for me to include with them an account of the actualities. 
Unless 1 am able to do it, it will not be done. “ly concern is not personal. I don + want 

any false representutions that can undermine the credibility of my work, particularly




