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C:::rnl Cournco
The Ipo=icdent'c Conxstissien
€30 lxryland Avomuno, K, E.
achicoton, D. C.

Doar Ur, Rarlkin: - R

Tour lofier dated Mareh 23, 1254, transnittod srocific
queztions portaining to the dazvestiration of Lee Errvoy Oownld

£rior to the fzzezszicetion of Fresident Kc“ncdy and ToQussteo
a rcassned resstace to each quosction, 49

Lt tho onilset, I wish to eoahinsiz=2 that tho fLacts
availalle to > IZ2 eonceruin; Loo Lorvey Gooazld zrior to
tho zuscesination did pot susscct 4n any way that ho was,
or vould teo, a threat to Prosidemt Eecmicdy; nox wero thoy such
ac to roguiro the IDI to iafora trhe Socret Scrvice of hig
yronozco 4n :llas or his coployzz2al at tha Texzas School
D&O D:"’O .—to. Yo L . CU)
The Czmald coco was one of many thousan
1nvcstigat17p wattess bandlead Ly tha ¥Zi.
yezr ernding Juna I8, 1282, tha ITI han
raticess 4n tio cri*in~1, civil end gocurity ficlds.
Ceptlh and erroncy of eoch investisation nscconsrily
oa tlo ""llhtlo facts in tho cozo. A filo concornipz Cowald
was cnon2d at tha tine nousnnrars rensrisd his dafoctios to
2:5cia 4o 10 9 *o* t*c pasTesy of eorrelatiys isforz=ation -
dvnerels no Ee o eonzidorad »n noscible gsoerrity rick 4in tho
eveal ho roturnsd t9 this country. then vo learaed im 128
thkat his roihos wos sendinz iilo money, we intocrvicood ber €nd
his broihc:. aoest C v:lu, t5 dctermino tho reason. Azaixn
1n 1220 investicntiloa woe conducied to Cotercino 1f ko was 4n
,1~, lanu a3 wo woro giviccd ko conternletcd enrolliry in
a collecze thiare. T investi~ation was reo-inatituted ot the
tirre 0f Lis proeturn to tho United States in 1922, and ho was
dntervicoed on tho oceasions &n 17352 4n an elfort to ascortadn
42 bo bad becn rocruited by tho Sovict inte
aad to ovaluzto his as a possidblo zccurity
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Tho fxvestigation wead continned 4n 1873 when 4t Wag -« - -

roported that Gor:ld had enrrospondza with ™Ihe Worker,™ anm
ez3t conft corxinict nbowaparcer, #0d 1t won flco reported be
was engrzcd din activitics on 1 half of tho fcis Firy for
Cuta Comsitice (FPXC). Thim investizatioa wes 4n prorrecs
wlkén ke ¥e3 reraricd 4e Cctohar, 1732, to be 13 contact vith
tho Sovict Exhacry 1o kszico, and oa lovesbor 18, 1833, ia
contact with tho Baoviet Friemry 4o Tashirzton, De Co The
purpose of tie davestization was to detersina ths extent of
Lis activitics om d>hz1f of tle FIOO ud tho reasons for
cogtacts witd the Soriet Exhannies,
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Iz ghart, Ocvald B=d gone to the 2ovist TUnion at
the 2r0 ©f minctesn asiy attcfpted Lo recounco Lis Axorican
eitizouzhip, Eo bid racestield; his passoort B4 been rotursed
to hix azd be had becn perrdtted by tho Ienartront of Btate
%o retorn to ths Ueited Gtates a3 ga &mcoslcea cigggcn.

Alter big returs, be bad wvbe»rlbc‘ to 'Ibr'wnrhor, had
givtrit: tad p*wfclets b 4§ : .

il : provio,c &3, his vitles
tize 0t tke l‘3¢52133110n ¢cid sot suszest in any
way th t ko wap & datcrous silvercive; that beo w:=s viclatisg
avy Fedcoral lae; or that be reproscented a tkrost to the
perenncl safoty of the Presidicont., GLero wes go brals for
the ICI to Evcp hia undery conctant olservatica., In the
atsence of acy icformstioz shoviaz Ozxvald to be a poesible
fthrcat to thke Prezicest, tilore wam no basig to faform the
8eccrot Lorvice conceraing Oavald's premonce or casloymant s
L3llzs, Texag. L edd Y

Ths arsvers to your grecific @eestions are set fosrth
fn tho atteehod wonoranGua with tho exception of questions

22, 23 and 22 which are beizz furaished to you by separate
eoa:::icgtion -lnct ¢ar ancwers involve clu::irtod "“r-'tl..Til)

Sincerely yours,
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