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WILLIAM 8N T BES

S4.o7 7 AUTEOR OF KENNEDY B39
sThe APPOINTMENT WITH DIRE

Lot

comm’3sianed by Mrs. sohn F, Kennedy to Wr-ité'ay;bQ‘OI{k conce
serround.; the assassinatit)n‘and_fung;x:al of the late Preside
1%:10a.m., today in the Director's Offi

By appoiniment, I introc:ced Wiili-am*Mahphest;éx‘:__V #ho has be

»
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T e e -
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that he 1< elready seen approximately $J people, principally in Washington;
had not g2t gone to Dzllas, Texas, inasmuch as Ciief Justice Warre
10 eonduct interviews in Dellas wnitil afte rﬂxe&'arreaCommxﬁ :

“Te Manchester first thanied the Diréctor for seeing him, H

,::) N In iratituting a series of guecstions to the Director, Mr, Manches;
inquired =s to what the Director was doirg on November 22, 23, 24 and 25,
Manthester added that he would first like to start with November 22, 1333,
motsent the Director first received the news that the President had bea
Direetdr replied that he had just returned from lunch, This was ap roximately
A news item was brought in to him reflecting the President had been shot, The |
[remediniely called the Attorney General who was at his home dining with theU, s, - g}
Attorney from New York, Mr, Morgenthai, The Director advised the Attorney General o i
-hat 2 news announcement had been made that the President had been wounded, The = =1
Rirecior sizted he next talked to the SAC of our Cifice in Dallas, Texas, ’.He'wa’s_.intormgi b
‘hat the President had baen wounded and had baen taken to the Parkland Memorial Hospitg,! -
rie SLC also advised that Governor Connally had been shot and was now in the emergency § -
“oom with Kennecy at the same hospital, Mrs. Xennedy and Mrs, Connally, vio were.- - |
~Cing in the same car, had not been hit, The SAC told the Director that it appearsd that
ke shiots hed come from an upper Sory window of the Texas Book Depository buzii.mg,
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* - 77 "Tra‘inllas Office additionally acvised the Director shortly after 2:C0 . m
that day that the President had died, Tuae Direcior Immediately calied the Altorzey .
Genera) once agzin and told aim of the dezth ¢l kis brother, At this time the Dircalor”
<nC21reC 25 to whether the £ itorney Genan “planned to go to Dallas. The Director siateg -

t ke had advisad the allorncy Generil that Wfsuck plans were in tha mrking te wouid "k s
facidtaie Yis departure arnd arrival, The Direelor told Manchester that shorily thereafter
Qu.r Dallas Slfice exiled once again to incicate tic.i the Presicentts body wouldba ... .

irg medigtely flown back to Washington and that tas Vice President had aireacy bees sworg v
in 35 Presicent, The Director later czllcd the Atierney General once again and 0ld Kim o

that ths PEI was nioving into the investigation, The Director advised M
FBl tcok tals action despite the fact that there Was no law makin
€33rcsinate the President, T RN
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_ At this point the Director gave Manchester a brief history of the B ’;
&ssassination of SAC Shanahan in Chicago, Ilinois, in the middie 1920%s, There wisno
Fadergl 13w against asszulting or murcering an FEI Agent at that time, The D:rector BONES P
told Mancrester he initiated action to makKe it a Federal cx'i»me‘,m,.aSSault or kill an FBI

figert so tiat proper action could be taken in Federal court rath hana local cours in
“ Lt o ' s SRS e A - :’ o7 .2 o :.;‘ { - :."'-_:l:.."..',-_'_‘«, &

sech matiers, 3

SrtA o The Director told Manchester that if the FBT had taken custody of n.siy. . |
Lee Harvey Oswald, Jr, » Osvzld would never have been killed by Jack Ruby, The . . ™

~ .. 3
Director siated that the murder of Oswald by Ruby naturally gave rise to considerable PR
Spactiation and rumor, All of this could have been avoided had the Dallas pohcetaxcen"‘—t
UFOper action to protect Oswald, - - Lol e R ET

Agicly Thae Director told Manchester that the F3I immediately eatered the casé.',‘ = 1,
despite ron~-jurisdiction, and that we interviewed Oswald as soon as he was mace available, - !
The Director stated that on the evening of November 22, 1963, at approximately %:25 p.@,’;

Presidant Johnson ealled him at his home and reguested that the F5I take complete charge -

of the case involving the assassination, The Director stated he advised the Presidant . X
that the FBI had already entered the case and that we would, of course, go all out in this =
ma.lers The Director also told the President ttrat he was concerned about the great »-.-....
imount of publicity coming out of Dallas, .~ ia-ees w s <% R A S S T S
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= 27 The Director then told Manchester that the Dallas police had givzn out=-" 1
z3usidarable information received as a result of FBI findings, pariicularly from cur . [l "’
saboratory, He addad that on the 4th or 5th duy following the assassination he instrucied ¢
<r SAC {n Dallas to contact Chief of Police Curry and order him to make no further___}; g
‘tatements to the pressavith respect to the evidence or fnvestigation surrcunding t_hg iR B
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3Sz.ssinailon, The Director told Manchester that'

—

- I A R IR TR G -
. ® et g .. S @ s VbR & o~
CTEENA AN S

Chief of Police could Lave told
e R A I PR AN pib RN JO S 7t e

»}..-—,‘_.y--.' “ . X . ‘
3 I o ™ - k:




&L R @ et e, -mmtud

e e o it te ae inin. g e - - e e o

T P Ui A
“e STl e L s e crmed A e

D\,_.-oac}. :o'\ ohr 6-4-64 gl , N
<er VWiiiim Manche b»er, Auvhor o; her.r.cay oOux{ i
. 10 32 Pubiisned in 15689 .. . - g

;.9Vu‘ntmcm.wxm Direcior, 10 10 a.m. i €~--64 3

e A - 25 - o

him to go tahell; ¥ ’“w evsr, e h?d *eco**n.zed :he oovzoz.s necessity ang 10"12
instruchions and 23 complied. The Direcior explzined to. Manchester at som
ttx ..ccess::) to keep phay sxcal evmmce coufmeu p rior to the prosecution

% Sl menia s e

5 - The Dn‘cc.ur tola L.mc..cs.er that on Saturday. evening, Nove
- 1963, our Dallas Cflice had received zn an ronymous telephone call incicating
- had beer made 10 murder Oswzld when he ‘was removed from the Callas City Jai!
'FDI infor:ied the Dallas Chief of Police immediately, The Director toid I‘;a_,
that origiral plans for removal of Oswzld kad be eén raade fer 10:00 p, ra, that S
nighty The Chicef of Police, however, changed thesa plans by acceding to the
o of $henress that Oswzald be removed at 2 co; wemem time so that communicat!
‘covld cover the event, Our Dallas O:fice agzin czlled the Dallas Police D..partr:
Sundsy morning, November 24, 1583, and reminded that Dep' rieient of the sam.
Aanonymws telej shone call, At t} ttme the Chiefl of Poli :
all p:‘ auiions we*e being taken to pro,ecqt,@sw

o G e

PR |t b e

, The Director informed Ma nchecter th..t followmg the Preswentﬁ
_ at ’7 25 p. ., November 22, 1953, he gave sp: cific instructions that the FBi d

. pessidle o tho orcughly invest1 gate ﬂ.zs case, The Director statéd that addl ona

persenael were irnmediately sent to Dallas, He told \(anchester this was ne

-ingsmucih zs our D:llas Olfice and FBI hegdouarters, as wen as other offxces

* Londreds and hmcreda of phone calls,' d tting fi
: cavvb 7 5 & i :

'1\ D ey et w = ...-.

Aemn, B Manch ster inouired as to whether the Dzrector placed any ngnifxca., 28 1
45 the anonymous phone call concerning the plen to murder Oswald, The Diractor reph >
that we had no way of knowing at the hme whether any importance should be atts ched

no%; however, we did have the res')onsxbility to imm,edxa, ‘notxfy the Dauasgol'
""‘u"h“'” O T Y T KT i Lo e Trnis

0T 77 Tiie Director charactemzed Jack quy  bliesdiot of a! ohce bagt, &

Asa result of his friendship with a number of police officers he had ez sy access*b’h y

“to the Dallas Police Department, The Director stated that he did not know ‘whether F
720 rted insanily was of the sincere or faked tyne inasmuch as we were not psychiat“xs

re stated that Ruby had given the excuse that he had killed Oswald because of his obvious: A

v-\f.echon for the late President and the fact that he wanted to prevent any furtn-er so“row R

20 Mrs, henneay hnsmuch as she woulq necessanly ha e-fo.
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'ﬂ_:f*-osher inovired as to the exact locf.tlo'x of the DLrec;o” at the time
Ewa xnled <a Sanday, November 24, 1863, The Director replied that he was ..t
3me. £i2 stated that the Dzllas Office con,acted him fmn xemate‘y follcwing txjs (’vu‘»
“xinehesier inquired as to the Director's Iimmedizte reaction, The D;.rex.tor re Mt

1 first thought wes how such an event ccuid take p.ace, parucularly under a sysnem of - .
xv;hz:&; Stice. The Director added that he hzd ordered an immediate check on Jcck"
sy &ind parucmaﬂ) to ascertain if trnere had been a rclat10nsh1p bew.'een Ruby and _____
:Mc.lG. e T : :
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~~.- - Manchester inquired as to wnether t‘ue Dxrector was watcl mg tc.ev‘ fon - TR
b L

tthe tlme ol Oswaldfs murder, - The Director replied in the negative, He stated ke WS - £
orxing on official pzpers at the time, The Direcior added th?t he usually saved °M<Lys Y

W eala
» review lengthy documents and memoranca as we 11 2s to prepare hxmself for L ;c“v:ev:s
2 ux,s, etc. . . .
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e L.anchesyer inquired as to what t. e Du'ector was doing on foday mo. (O e
ovember 22; 1883, prior to the assassination, The Director replied that he 8
>nducting basL ess as usual that he had had a numbcr of intervxews that pardc 3

Orn.lnog LTy e X - s . _';--.‘ s ‘ﬁ o /~-=-— i
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e Nanchester in0ulred as to t‘he px vacal locatlon of the wwe service txcke s

achine, He was told that it is located across the hall and that pertment wire ser vice R
ams are broumt in to the Dxrector immc tely. s L
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dhdln The Dir ector told Manches.er that his fu‘st conversahon on No vember 22
’€3, with our Dallas Office occurrad at approximately 1:48 p, m. The Director was ..
vmed at that time that the President was not believed to be dead yet but that he had '
:fered a morial wound, The Director mentioned that on the oceasion of his second =

U to the Attorney General, the Attorney General had indi icated that he had also been in
uch with a number of the Presm\,ntxal Staff and had been informed of a number ot

e v

5 115 concernma the shooting and the fact that the Presment had dxed._,_ L :_ L '; :: ;
Nanchester inouired as to the Dzrector's onmon of the Attorney Gemral's -

octlon unon being informed that the President had been shot. The Director replied +-- - ,
«t the Atiorney General had been silent for a few moments and had then requesied t..at o,

¢ Direcior keep him informed of any further fzcts received concerning this matter, » . i

2 Direcior told \anchester that the Attorney General is usually very quiet i manaer.

til he has all the neces:ary facts of a given situation, The Director snated tnat the
o*'ney C,nez al was. notathe explosive ty >e unless he becq,ne anory.
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e oL Magdhester told the Director that the President’s call to the Ditacion ot 3
125 gim.; Novernier 22, 1623, azpeasi to he cne of the first calls tizt the President -
A38E Upon veturning to Vashington that evening, ‘The Director replied that he weuld
vrmise thi? tils was covrect, Tac Director added that our investization proceoded.
orthwhh: iowever, it was not until Moaday or Tuesday of the following week that ths
-resican oecided to name a Presidential Commission to 1ook into the assassination,’ v
€ Lirecior told Manchester that 2n FBI repoxrt had been sent to the Warren Commissioa
ithin tan days alier the President kad set up this body, The Director siated that he >
ecsaenglly rad appecred before the Warrea Comumission and that he considerec their -
R e

céztioning of kim to be quite thorouzh, Ee stated that thoroughness was necessaryon "

-

(d

@ 2o of the Commission inasmuch as this would serve to assist in quelling gossi: ‘end E
F2aulatica in tie future, The Director Guickly zdded, however, that rumors wilt. ... o
orainue ecneerning thic ca8e, especialiy in Ex rope where there is widespread gos
saertinz g supposed_c:q'qspira_cy, for mzny years, e Lt e e

&t :_ L5 " . s Wt _3'.“, i . ; Fete. ey eced¥ (U RN b g e .

= The Direclo’r told Manchester that the statement that some of the--~

Jformztion may be withheld by the Warren Commission naturally gave rise to further .-. -
1m207, MNanchester replied that he could understand the Chief Justice's statement in this
sgsrd ingsmuch as not just any individual should be zllowed {o look at the classified - "

oy §

arerinl sent to the Commission by some agencies, The Director replied that the fssue »
: b3int s such that excessive precautions of security is unwises The Director elained (&

- he had never been a great believer in wasteful precautions or going overboard -1 S i
Zarding excessive security, He stated that an ftem is either classified or else it isn't
\a sifi-:—i. The Director gave examples of leaks in Government thet have given several
resicenis extreme cause and worry, He stated trat the FBI s usually called upon to e &

.vestigate these leaks, however, newspapermen raturally do not desire to reveal their - -

Fs

W ¢t

PN

"

izees, The Director stated that if newspaperinen did reveal such s urces that quite -
*Wireily the sources would dryup, . - .- uain e
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¥ Manchester inquired of the Director as to whether the assassination czse
:came ore of mzjor concern following the President's call at 7:25 p, m,, November 22, -:
783, The Director stated that as he had previously indicated, the FBI had already -- - -
‘tered this case, He added, however, that afier the President®s call we went 211 out in .
’ing such things as working around the clock, sending a Washington-based FBI official .
» Dallas ard adding epproximately 30 Agents to the Dallas personnel conmplement, The -7
‘rector stuted thatwe still have at least 50 men who are tied up in running down leads .’
vihis marticular case throughout the FBI's service, He stated that this case will naver
: elosed from an investigative point of view Irasmuch as we will continuedly receive’ "
%4S; many from mentaf ¢ cases, which necessarily have to be checked oty deed g e
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. uu{ﬁ\,.u.bk‘er aSncd if the nw.u.cr o g "r«,amunt bemO’ aSSaSSH}ateu r.w. _ .
:ing 2 Fec.eral ctime had ever been discusscd fally by the Cmcress, or anyone else,-

:¢5:0Ag to the Director®s knowledge, The Director replied that there had bhe en "xo~
S"USS[M to a“y eunt, He ctsted e n"attc. ‘.ad gus'. never been co*xs“.ered. i S

Cran -.‘n\., T
e e T S SR e
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\Ianchaster mcu red 25 to whether the FBT !‘oa prxo* m..»ernl on Osw:..d
:fore the assassination, The Director replied tiat we ¢id have some informeztion - - -
gardng Oswald, however, it was quite flimsy in nature, The Director then e‘-n;:.azr°d

. some .e".gth the background of Oswald, Ee told Manchester of the press releases m..t
svald mzce in h‘oscow. He told Manchester of Oswald's employment ina faciory in -
inskg, Russia, and of the fact that Oswzld had later returned to Moscow, ThLe Dirs tor s
stedthai he certainly did no! understand why the Department of State kad failed to bave PRERL 1
swald sizn an aifidavit forfeitting his Zmerican citizenship at the tre Oswald: remmed
Mosvot;/ hnd visited the U, S. Embassys Manchester spoke up and siated that the g
ata er4r nent claimed they had wanted to find out if Oswald had cornmltted an oo TR
1ra<{nable, 2rime in the Soviet Union, therefore, no signed affidavit was taken from « -5 =f
Tk\e, Director af*ain ocplored the iauure to have such an aﬁlcavxt e\ecuted.. "‘j

e " The Dlrector continued thﬁt we h.ad intervxewed Oswald mt}nn two or t‘
.ys foilewing his arrival in the United Siates. He explained that we, of course, cesu'ed
-find out if Oswald had been recruited as an-intelligence agent by the Soviet Union, The
irector told Manchester that this did not appear to be true,” He added that Oswald had’
o8 ;meo mmcelf as a Marxist rather than a communist, The Director added that -
swalé tad later been interviewed in New Orleans after getting into a street scuatbl
ith ani-Castroites over leaflets being handed out by Oswald, The Director told . o g o
‘enchesier that Oswald could best be termed a *oner,* He explained Oswald®s - ;’,’; ;
yRraun c; tions with the Communist Party in the United States but added that Osw ald
A never joined the Party, The Director told of the incidents surrounding Oswaldts <> .
tempt to kill Gerieral Walker in Dallas, He added that Oswald's wife, I\’arina, had #%° ¢
u.seu us ¢f this incident following the assassination, The Director summarized this
Tt of the interview by indicating there appeared to be nothing in Oswald’s bgc\«n*ound
'i\,h would reflect that he was a man of violence and most certainly noﬂ-mg wnich

\.-vaued that Oswald had any intenhons o; assc.ssmatmg the Presxdeat. iR
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<" Manchester asked if the D:zector did not find it 03d that I\’x-s. Oswald -

d f’>lled to tell aryone about the attempted 2ssassination of Gereral Vialker until afier - -
¢ murder of President Kennedy, The Director replied that he did not find tivs odd in=. s

‘ew of the cold rvlz;tlo'xshm between Oswald and his wife, the language barrier ¢n the - -

irt of Mrs, Oswald and the fact thet Mrs, Oswald did not have the natural fasiincts of _

1 m.&emcc.n woman but fo the contrary had a different attitude altogcthers. Ke stated he 1
ced no significance in Nrs. Oswald's faxlvre to advise of tius incxdent pmor totia - .

:.>ss£n¢.tion. L w_,uu,-. e t
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T The Cirector told Rlanchester that it was exiremely Gifficult to spacuinie
c: i metivations o Oswald to kiil the Brosicsxt :

22l The Director siated it was enterely
£3esidle Oswald moy kave wanted to k11 Gevzrnor John Connally, He explainedtict 7 3

CswhM kad writlen communications to Ceoverror Connz ly protesting his partictlar type
<92 The Direclor added that President Kennely -

of {iseharge from: the U, S, ifirine Co

“s an intellectual liberal type, He stzted that Presideat Kennecy had bsen desirous of
Keeping pezce with honor, He stated that Presidzat Kennecdy ’deSired.*peac\e!?\ﬂ:_cd-‘-‘é)"
~=-Juevican style, The Director added that the President, althoush he had bean ©
= Eis declings with Khrushchev, had a fzirly £004d relationship with Khrushchev 2
z3vizt Urion, The Director summedg tp by siating that Oswald could not have ¢z
ia th@ President because the President had dealt harshly, or spoken harshly
-te Communist Party and Chairman Khrushchey, UL TR S

¥ e e 4

ST Manchester speculated that perhans the communists, including Oswalc
d not like the relationship between the late President and Khrushcekev; therefore,

seramunisis desired to do away with President Xennedy so that this obstacle to thei
iecired philosophy could be removed, The Dircetor replied that this was entirely g
>08siviey however, he wanted Manchester to clearly understand that Khrushchey was not

prson to be trusted and that Chairman Khrushchey had a very cold and evil mind,
:2 Director, at this point, gave examples of Khrushchey’s understanding of the English
iZus Ze despite the fact that he had<Groyanovsky, an excellent interpreter, with him

imes while on his visits to the United Siates, The Director told Manchester ¢

always felt it better to kick individuals like Khrushchev on the shins once ina
vvile rather than to boot-lick them, The Director explained that Khrushchey was
r¢ically an oriental and that individuals Opposing orientals usually lost face in the*
»7ienizl®s opinion when fear or trepidation was shown, - =# <= cet v oon o uian s .
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Manchester inquired as to whether the Director's dutics and ..

' SR e
‘csponsibilities allowed him to participate personzlly in the funeral ceremonies, The's.

Jirector replied in the negative, He stated he had been at his desk constantly, He
.ddzq that he had issued instructions that FBI personnel participate officially inthe '

eremonies by assisting Secret Service as much 2s possible, The Director spoke of the
20y visiting foreign dignitaries and of the dangers involved in the march from the "7
7hite House to St, Matthew's Cathedral, He told Manchester that over 40 Special <z
-gents had been assigned to assist Secret Service, particularly at St, Mafthew?s .l .00 .
-aiiedral,  He further told Manchester that the authority to protect the President was - |
‘early a function of the Secret Service; however, since the assassination we B_ve -
ssisted when calléZ upon, The Director briefly acvised Manchester at this pela of 4

."‘.‘~-

nmciate widespread ramifications of this case following the actual shooting; " He tcid |
-enchester that 1éxds had spread to Mexico 2s well as throughout the ertire Unitec Siates.]
Terefore, it has baeh ecessary for him personally to remain at his desk so as to i
23ervise this matter, .: ... . TR KRS GNP . RIS AP :
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At this point I remincded Manchester of his previous stat ement to me t hat
2 hadto a2 ot the Walte Ecuse at 11:15 a, m. Manchester thanked the Director twice -:
son his degarture and s.ated that he was very aapreciative o the Director’s coooeratxon

IR

w2 ecusiderable time taken from a busy sc‘le ale to be of assistance, - .. e $
ArArANT, = . . L ". T 4 . . ‘?‘.: \'-.". ~ < . 3 :v‘

The Dircctor may desire to send the AttOrney General tl*e attached ls.t‘ :
Licaiing that Pe hc.d seen M.mchester. “
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