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Eonorable Rex E. Lee • 
Assistant Attorney -Ceneral 
Civil Division 

Civil Action No. 75-1996
-  
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-We wish to bring to your attention an issue that has 
been raised in -this F0IA case involving two requests by the 
plaintiff for Access to various documents and photographs in 
the FBI files  of the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther Ting. 

Plaintiff's first request for seven 17) categories of 
• evidence was dated April 15, 1975 410 administratively. . 
reached the highest levels of the Department of Justice:when 

General narold Tyler wrote to the plaintiff 
on Decaber 1, 1975. A few .days Prior- t.0 t?1i5-Ieter bing sent, plaintiff filed the .abov10-entitIed action. 

Plaintiff's seoond request•was4ated December 23, 1975 
and the next day, plaintiff arae.nded . hia complaint seeking 
access to twenty -eight(28) categoriza•of evidences in the 
ring files. Our answer. to this m aended complaint asserted 
that the Court lacked jurisdiction over this second request 

- since plaintiff had not exhausted his administrative remedi 

/77  —/ This case is assigned to Judge June L. Green. The Cogs  
has held numerous Status calls in this case with no end in 
sight. One issue continues to be raised at the status calls •• 
and that is when will the PTI,be able to reach plaintiff's 
second request. We advised the Court that we are uepared 
to file a.votion - seeking a stay of proceedings A+ 	S, the 	• 
December 23, 1975 request and supported by anAidavit of an 
FBI official demonstrating that they are exoF‘xisipg due 
diligence in the processing of the thousa,Ns'Of

\
POIA requests. 
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The PBI has submitted one to our office on June 2-, 1975. 1._ , 
(A copy of this affidavit is attached.) Ws Aid not file 
this affidavit sinceve had a status call set for June 10, 
1976 and we wanted to see how the Court accepted another 
affidavit submitted pursuant to her oral order that 
document the disclosures of the first request. 

At the June 10, 1976 _status call, Judge Green strongly 
expressed her position that FOIA requests that are.of national 
importance should receive preferential treatment (see.Trans-
cript, pp. 20-22): For suppott of this position, Judge Green 
expressly relied upon the request for expeditious treatment 
by the Attorney General and Deputy Attorney• General in the 

• 
 

Rosenberg case. The Court did not order that.- plaintiff's 
second requ4sLt be given . preferential treatment, but e 
believe she- nay ire-1 be disposed to do this if we file this 
affidavit and request four (A) more months before- the FBI 
even reaches this second request. 

In order to avoid- another order from Judge Grate 
reqUiting the FBI to process this aUbSequent request 
immediately, we ask that yon? review the Court's cc mnents 
and advise John TL Dugan (42647261) Of this office what posi-
tion we should take. The Court has scheduled another statea 
call for July 1, -1976 at 10:00 a.m. 

Attachments 

cc: Tom Blake 
Legal Counsel 
Federal Bureau of investigation 


