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I‘RTNI E OT Memorandum 
TO : -Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
	DATE : fg) F, 241;74 

JSP:FDA:SH:bmp J. Stanley Pottinger 
Assistant Attorney General 
	

DJ 144-72-662 . Civil Rights Division 

C2 Assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  

assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr.i  Bureau  #44-38861, and the attached correspondence betwee thi& 

Reference is made to your investigaric,yu of the 

Division'and Mr. B'crnard Fensterwald, attorney for James Earl Ray. 

Mr. Tensterwald asserts that authors Gerold Frank, William Bradford Buie and George McMillan hirOef:,/ had actess to FBI reports in connection with this matter. 	

4 

Please interview the appropriate Bureau personnel` who may have information, or comments, with regard to - Mr. Fensterwald's assertion and advise us whether there tt37 Is any indication that these authors had access to the fin  reports as asserted. 
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BASS 111 L11.1-MAN 
GORDON F. 61ARR1SON 

	
$42 Ilitimisos AVENUE 
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taw Yonx. N. Y. 10017 

March 27, 1974 

Br. William O'Connor 
550 11th St., N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Bill: 

I enclose a copy of a letter which I obtained, and which 
should be of interest to you. It is from George McMillan, 
well known, writer and hopeful biographer of James Earl Ray; 
it is to John Ray, Jame's brbther. 

As you will note, McMillan claims access to the FBI file 
and asserts that both Gerold Frank and William Huie had 
access. 

If this is true, and I have reason to believe it is true 
at least in the cases of Huie and Frank, I believe that I, 
as Ray's attorney, am entitled to access. In fact, I believe 
I'm entitled under the FOI Act as an individual. It would 
be to everyone's advantage, I believe, to let me examine it 
quietly rather than after a big, public flap. 

Would you look into this and take it up with your elders. 

Warmest regards. 

Sincerely, 

Bernard Fensterwald, Jr. 
2Fscr 

110 
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PS. 	 ,.....-- 
Despite our best efforts, Ray is still in so aiy; 
starting his 18th month. .. 
We go to Houston to depose Percy Foremanu)ApriAnNrd-k rh -; )974_. 
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Mr. Ber 	Fensterwald, Jr. 
Law Offices 
Tensterwald and Ohlhausen 
.910Sixteenth_Str 
WashingtonA_DAgi_ 20006 

Dear MreFererwald:  
k 

This is to reply to your letter of ?larch 27, 1974, 
enclosing a letter from one George McMillan to John Larry 
Ray, and requesting access to our investigative file 
pertaining to the assassination of Reverend Martin Luther 
King. 

As an investigative file pertaining to a possible 
violation of federal criminal statutes, this material is 
specifically exempted from disclosure pursuant to the 
Freedom of Information Act. See 5 U.S.C. 1552. Any 
disclosure of the contents of this file would be contrary 
to Department policy and regulations. 

I regret that we could not be of more assistance. 

Sincerely, 

K. William O'Connor 
Deputy Assistant Attorney General 

-Civil Rights Division 
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XT.. John LarrIlt5;7.:1:FE79 
\arion 

- 
IS 1 =ovinz South Octobr let ro answer this 

IV 

letter to 

"41117771e. 

C 
C 

GroAct. 
• 12 1•111-1.1Ac.":, 1-11.111 	

-• 
 

tAmPoInclE. ts.r,  
4.140*it 1E17 

Whet 2 would like 12 more thnn anythin7 is to 
ch.r.17. z.rry's story with. you. What do you thirk about 
coin7 It by mail? I've just been takinr for reanted 
that tnie is somethinr youjvculdn't vent to write me 
e-out. Am 	-1.7rclr7? Let me know. If i:I E Oh with you, 
We V!. with ne. 

And 2 =will Fzxx pay you somethinc-  for Tour 
help. 7ot 'i bir sum. And 1 won't pay in advance. 71 yo 
boon had too often for that. =ut I -Fill pay BE we -co 
elonc. 

lnd if we don't to it now, I don't know when 
we 'will ever to it. If..=B le runninr out for me, 
And I'm roin7 to use zomethinr so it micht as well be 
the strairht story. 

I would like to tilk with Jimmy. Tje lenneesee 
officials have Elven me permieeion. But Zi=my 

t

wo 
ESC =e, just as te hasn't seer --any writer. Jerry says' 
that Si' Jimmy's current zppeal is turned down 
Cincinnati teat Jim=y is con to talk, hold s press 
conference. 	W.11, i _doubt that there would to zucr. for 
Le in that press conference. r;otn  

not want him to. 

I thin'L he should. Mine le the IsEt-  book •that4i 
roinT to be done in the foresseatle future. And he 
can't sell another "story"  like he cold to 
Lobody is Foinr to pay him anymore unlees they check the 
story in advance. Ch, =cybe so =e IV network =17ht pay 
hi= a relatively small sum for an cr.-camera interview. 
But that wouldn't help anybody. 

• - 	- 
One more question. 1)o you have any pi.ottres 

of your family? Y„ur =other? Any old pictures of 
any kind of shy meiber Of ,the family? 

ooti forward to hearin7  froo you eotn. 

Since e, 
fr. 

I on., 
Froriore, outr, Darolina 2SS*:20 

• 

y - _ 
- 	 _ 	 - 
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