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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ) DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

TO ' The Director pate: OFP ? 21558
Federal Bureau of Investigation

SJP:eb

EROM tephen J. Pollak D.J. 144-72-662
Assistant Attorney General _ o
Civil Rights Division ';=;f )

! o -
SUBJECT:  James Earl Ray, Subject; L

Martin Luther King, Jr., Victim;

i '
‘<4414// i Conspiracy Against Rights
| /  CIVIL RIGHTS
L

13'/ K_/r/ (}/7"/"

\ Attached i1s a copy of a memorandum of an inter- |

—~view which J. Harold Flannery, Deputy Section Chief ... .. . ..

:5;9f this Division's Central Section, had with William |
\Sartor of Greenville, Mississippi. Mr. Sartor was P o
identified to Mr. Flannery as a reporter who had L e

"~ been inquiring into the possible existence of a '

" consplracy to assassinate Dr. Martin Luther King.,
Jr. Mr. Sartor .described himself to Mr. Flannery Jé
as a contract writer for Time, Inc., who has covered (
racial matters in Memphis, Tennessee.

As part of the full investigation of this matter -
requested by the Attorney General and confirmed in i
- - my-memorandum of April 4, 1968 Please follow out
. all leads indicated in the attached memorandum if
you have not already done so.
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Mr. Pollatk
- JliF:swh

J. Harold Flannery

James Earl Ray, Subject;
Martin Luther King, Jr., Victinm.

Se:ptenber 17, 1968 .

“Consbiracy Rguinst Rights - temiuiiammaim
CIVIL RIGHTS

- - - I

I interviewed Rill Sartor in conneﬂtlon W
the captioned matter for about four hours.on aag
1968, Ie had been identified to me in June h J
as a rerorter who had been inguiring into the por C

xistence of a conspiracy to assassinate Dr. Xing. At
Mr. Epps'-recguest I met-Sartor then hbriefly, and he gave
ce bits_and pieces of information and rumors akoubt the
killing that he had accumulated to that peint. liis
interest had been aroused, he said, by the firm coa-
viction a*ong nany llegroes in "C"‘hlu tnat there waz a
Police Dcpartment. 'y conversation w:th Rim in June is
set out in part II, Lelow.

Sartor lives at 1242 Kirk Circle £n Greenville,
Mississippi (phcne 335-3272), with his vwife and ore or
two chiléran. lie is a contract writer for Tine, Inc.,
and he has covered Meamphie, particulorly recial matters
since refore the Sanitation ilovkers strike. lic au;warg
to Le known ond trusted by those llicgre leaders in Menmphi
with whoa I have talked (Egpps, Trottcer, Rev. Jachkscn,
Rev. Rell, et~=.), and he says that he is close te the

- {fermerx) Mayor Ingrax fac;xon of the wvhite cormunity.
I attach a copy of hiz latest piece eon ilerphis which
appecared in th Auqust 16, 1263, issud eof Tine.

o~

conspiracy p 1bly involvvnﬂ sone manbers of thz Mewpibis
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that of his sources, ;but he is a "low key" fellow wao

- is not apparently irrational or fanciful. te says he
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- balcony, shoot him

ayproachnd the
cisn (which I doub:t), but that he is now largely versuadad

- else,

_.he ought to talk to.

-

allegations of a conspiracy with skepti-

there was one. iie declines (for thc monent) to identify
his sources, with threc unimportant exceptions, keyond
saying that they include fcur or five pctty rauneteer
in Memphis, New Orleanu;/gxd elsavhere and one well
placed protege of Carlo Marcellos in New Orleans.

He couz2s to us, he say s, prinarily to assis
~in ascertaining tha
or hope that wve vill féed invcetlﬂatlve results back to
him. If thatis not pessible, he woulé like to bo givén
the story firest or, falllng that, no later than aryone
Ile has been spending nost of his time cn this
since tha assassination, but can not go much farther
btecause sr.u his sources have begun to 235% for the kind
of roney ox .protection that he is unahle to provide.

Chgrlialsfcin, a petty racketceer connected with
crganized crire, contacted Jomes Earl Ray in Los angel
and teld him that theres_were people in New Orloeans wheo
“hether Stein bhappered upon Ray
or cought liinm out Pnowlnq that he needed money and wvwas
an escaped prisoner is not kacun, hut Ray was tolad that
tre people he ought to talk to wouild heln him with moncy
and his fugitive status.

oS

Ray's contacts in %eow Orleans vere

with afia-
Coua MNostra representatives vho referred him to ©rank
cberto (or«ﬁih,rto), a Hemphis racketeer and lieatanant
of Caxriogarceilos, the Southern Mafia chieftan in ﬁcr
Orleans. Leberto owns or works at the Scott Stree
' Prodice Market where John i orrcn ‘of Somomviiils =llen~g-
ly overheard a ran speaking on tﬂv/1010r4b.c Sy, O EF

"Shoot hiv on the
ard g2 to ¥ew Oilca“n for
heore.”

the assassination:
anvwhere;
don't come back

about the day of
your money,

According to Sartor's informants, the Ccsa lostra
agrned to "hbroler* or to-arrarge the- assausgsination, for

- an auount somewhat in excess-of three hundred thousand

.@ollars ($3060,009), after they were contacted in the

truth, but also with the‘xncctatinn>,

Rortheast (New Jorsey or Pennsylvania), by *cprc”entaklvﬁq

of “Forever White", an elite organization of wealthy
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segresationists with officers eor subgroups in sevon
Southern states. The Mafia's (which Sartor uced intor-
changcably with Cosa Nostra throughout. the interviow)
interest was less the money than the investment-type
opportunity presented, i.e., to get in a position to
extract (or extort) governmental or other favors from
gome vell placed Southern white persons, including the
KKl and Vhite Citizens Councils. Quitman, Mississippi,
was said by Sartor to be a possible base of “Forever
Vhite's™ operations.

e o

Claudc/éockrell, allegedly a Memphis seqre-
gationist, extortionist, narcotics pusher, anad petty
racketceir, may have been a contact batween the tafia

-and . "Forever White." 1In any event, he is thought to .

have gone to Miami, Tilorica, betwecn Avril 14 ana 24,
1968, where he may have picked up Toney to be delivored
to Philadelphia or ilew Jersev. Cockrell alsn Ay have
been instrumantal in getting Rav out of Yerphis clter
the assazcination eithar by truck (according to Savtesr's
New Orleans informants) or in Ccchrell's rrivate plane,
which is -said to uviz a ‘private landing strip at #illinq-
ten and .which is piloted by one Joe 'stfafer. i s

o . : Vo
- According to Sartor, Joqkéacanoci (h.) and

v
/ Larry ¥ann {aka. Larry-Tlanning and Latxysta:), tun pro-

fessional killers, zre alco involved. Jee Cacamaci
allegedly mot James Earl Ray at a Lion Service Statios
in tfenphis the day of or the night before the shootirg
Larry tann has been saying that he works for Frank
Lelerto and is responsible for "getting® Janes Farl
Ray. According to one of Sartor's lMew Crleans inform-
ants, Janes Larl Ray was scen at, or staved at, tha
Poutotoc Iliotel in Femphis approxinately three days
before the shooting.
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The original plan was that Pay wvoul? he arront-
ed imnmediately after the shooting, tricd, and acauitteld.
There was a change, however, parhaps as late as an hiour

before the sheotirg, due to a mix- D involving the meney.

Either the Mafia wanted Ha at large until the balance
of the price was paid or, rore likely, sayes Sartor, th
money- wvas still in the Xorth and the shares of those in
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Homphis (Leberto and others) had not btecn pafd, and
it wvas they who wanted kRay at large as a lever on higher-
ups in the rackets.

In any event, Sartor's informants claim that

Ray's eccape from Memphis was enqgincered with the con-
nivance of several Memphis police officers who knew o34
the plot. After the monav problem was resolved, Ray
deliberatcly permitted himself to be arrestad in London
with the understanding that he will be acyuitted in
 Memohis. Heowever, ancther story hac it that he will be

killed in a heolecaust which will endanger a large number

of lives.

o * Two aspects of the foregoing information per-
suade Sartor of its accuracy. First, he has received
identical fragments of information independently from
different sources. Secondly, scveral of his scurces
in Hewphis and Yew Orleans have told him that agents.
of Pureau and non-Iureau sustice Bepartient renrescn-
tatives, including a man named (Fuu) Voight, have in-
terviewed them abcut the assassination.

Sartor tcok me to meet Fat Lyons vhe, according
to Sartor, is a3 petty gambiler with sources of infermation
close to Frank Leberto. 3In mwy yiesence, Lyoaz repoatzad
to Sartor that, according to “Ernie" (Lyous dic not give
a4 lact name), Ray met Jo= Cacameoci at a Lion Service
Station on the night before or the day of the shooting.,
Lyons expressed concern for the safcty of his wife and
children; I did not comsent or ask him any micstion::,
He also saild that the “talk® wes that Ray would bea
acguitted. :

Sartor says that his informants will probably
be villing to talk to us, but that they will ask feor
men2y, irmunity, or protecticn or all three. Becsusce
Sartor wants us to contact his principal informante
. througk him, he declined to identify any contucts e:icent
© . _¥ycns, Rev., Carl Basinger and Mewnphis peliceman E. L.
T ~~Redditt, below. ' .
- An additional, apparently unrelated, picce of
= . informatlon furnished by Sartor was that a little Negro
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toy allegedly heard a shot and sz a man junp un from
the bushes behind the rooming house (Lelow the window
area from which the shot is thought to have been fired)
and run off. According to Sartor, the little boy has

been identified and intervicwed by Burcau agents and
the !eirphis Police Departnznt.

II

information:

1. Shortly after the killing, a bartender

- overheard some Memphis policemen ray that there had

bzen 2 "slip-up,"” and that the z2asassination wvas crig-
irally scheaduled to take place after the march for
vhich Lx. ¥ing had returred to Mermphis. hen I asked
Sartor about this in August, he said that one of his

.New Orleans informants had also rcferred to a sisilax

change in plans. )

- - - : = 4

arister, identified by Sartor in nngust
“zasinger, 1617 E. Morelard, Hemphis, was
advised by a raniing officer in the Mainnhis Pelice De-
partnent (c2otain or above) not to go near Dr. Firg
because sonething vas ¢oing to happen to hin.

3. -According to former Mayor Ingran (21though
my notes are not clear as to whether Sartor got this
directly from hin), a civilian was scen lving in the
back of a police car imnediztely after tha shooting,
and necar *ulberry orxr Huling he got out of the police
car, into another car, and was driven away. Sartor
had nothing further on this in Aagust.

4. John Mclerren, the Meqro civil rights
activist from Somcrville, Tennessee, overheard part of
a telephons conversation at the Scott .Sircst Prolucae
Harket in which the sveaker allegedlv madse the corments
roted above. Shortly thereafter, Mcferren was visited,

~ During our first conversation, on Juno 12, 196s,  — T
Sartor gave me the following fragments of allegations and
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for no apparent reason, by a man naned Povers from
licw Orleans. Sartor had nothing further on this in
August,

5. An unidentified Negro policeman was noved
from his assignment at the Fire Station (and Pclice
Tactical Unit Station) at akout 5:00 pP.ri. on tho day
of the assassination. According to Sartor, the Dis-
patcher told the policeman to rove two or three tines
during the afternoon, but he did not do so until esz-
plicitly advised to that effect by a superior., In
Ancust, Sarter identifjed the policeman as . r.
Redditt and said that Redditt had broken off an inter-
view with Sartor after starting to discuss his 1rove
~from the station. R

6. Tvio legro fircacn were moved from the

~station a day or two hofore the shooting. One of then

hac reportedly told friends that, twvo or three cGays
before Dr. King was shot, a telescope or binocwlars
were set up on a tripod in the fire station ard focusca
on the Lorraine tiotel balcony. In August, Sartsr saia
that one fireman left the Department or was suspended
shortly after the shooting, and that he has been unable
to’ locate cither of them. He GQd not have their names.

7. Memphis Chief of Detectives, \i. P, Douston,
called the Lorraine Motel in the early afternocon of
April 4 and spoke to a maid named Delores (LUG). He
in7uired akout stationing detectives there, and the
maid said that the manager would call back. lie 6id not;
nor did iouston. Sartor says that fornmer Mayor Ingram
proviced this information. .

Sartor was unable during either intervicw &2
relate the foregoing allecations to his conspirecy theory,
but he says that some of it, and other information pPOS-
sessed by former Ifayor Ingraw concerning corruption in
the Police Dopartment, suggcoek that a nunber of officers
rmay have knoun of or participated in the conspiracy--
because they were bribed or feared edrosure.

...TI told Sartor that I would rcport his informitién
to ry superiors.
: ) g




