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‘Reverend Walter J. McChann was interviewed April 30, 1964, by <~ <
Inspector Kelley. He 1s a 26 year old priest presently attend- ¢
ing Loyola University, New Orleans, and {5 a lifelong resident i°.
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-+ of Dallas, Texas. He spent a number of Summer vacations fn = - ...

r

¥exico and has a fair command of the Spanigh language, and has '?- "'

acted as the chaplain of the Cuban Catholic Committee of Dallas ""7"';"_}5 ,
" since 1961. The Comnittee contacted employers in an attempt to RPN

: find places for Cubans to work. It organized religious and- -.55., 270
- > social functions {n order to make Dallas a friendly place for "% .7’

the Cubans who were sent there. 1In 1961 the organization hed ‘;"\‘:'}T":-"-"f'--

. 0o funds and solicited funds among the people of Dallas, . . I A

'+ In March 1962 the Cubag Catholic Committees held a meeting dn ~FTriri
- * Miam{ which Pather McChann attended. At that time the Catholie et
- Relief Service set up a revolving fund for the Cubans in Dallag - Tt
.- to furnish them relief until jobs covld be found for them, A& .1 -~
resettlement office was opened in Dallas and Father McChann wag - e
given the responsibility for the' conduct of the office. Joaquia - :

“-.,  Insua, a Cuban, who was hired to take care of the office &8 .. -,u'i.

.- 8till an officer in the Cuban Relief Coomittee at Dallas, hth’c ,f E
. .7 McChann stated that he never attended any of the political meat=, T~

.

| ented by the Cubans 4n "

" -ings of the Cuban .groups that vere repres
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Dal}na, although he was often cajoled and entreated to att 4 ‘:’, 5
.. ,them. Ho felt that it was a better policy for him to remain ";?:,_f
g aloof from the differences of opinfon that occurred ‘among - .7 )
2t the various Cuban groups represented by the Cuban population, : r -
: - 'a - '-l.
. Father McChann stated that during his vork with the Committee 3.
3ue' . he came to know Mrs. Connell who was interested in assisting .3

4

-’.'.nl
1 in the work of the Coomittee, and who was especially inter- e s
- ested In the welfare of Mrs, Sylvia Odio, in view of Mrs. f_';‘.,'.'.;'.g:_."_‘ )

\ " 0dio's mental conditiom. ; e o & AT Nl

[ , v“_:‘b pad

. ' . He acknowledges knowing Mrs. Eugene Link, Albert Tamaya,_ E
- Marcella Insua and Hector Isquerivo, all of whom he met Curinz

~ his work with the Cuban Catholic Committee, He also acknow= -.:
N . - ledges, knowing Cglonel and Mrs, Castor. He said Colonel Castor..
... i 1s a retired Ammy Colonel. Mrs. Castor seemed generally.im= :-37.°  ..-
" * terested in the plight of the Cuban refugees, but that he & ° '-5.-‘} :.':
) always felt that Colonel Castor was "playing the role of an ;;*w

" . 4intelligence officer” in his contacts with the Cubans; that ~igl

"" ° " he seems to be more interested in their political beliefs '1'."_',"-'

A

+¥..¢  than their economic plight or their socisl problems in the -~ T, ¥ °

-l

new country. He stated that he was introduced to John Martin « .- A

. (Juan Martin) whom he described as a Latin but not a Cuban, - f:
oo He stated that Mr. Martin came to Mrs. Sylvia Odio's apart- .. _

2.7 - ment one evening while he was there., Mr. Martin did not tuy v s
.- wvery long and after he had left Mrs. -0dic Stated that Mr. -.am#'
. . Martin represented a Cuban group or.was coing @ .;ob for a - _3,..'_" ‘
-+ % .- _ Cuban group in Dallas. Father McChann was e the im- ;'», o
7+ 7 pression that Martin had an apartment or a house in Dallas, 'S,‘
»g 7"t but that he did mot 1ive in Dallas and had a family- in some .Z¥ypss.
.. other city. He stated that this was his only contact with *;.-.L'f:
B

Martin but that Martin was spparently well known to Mrs. OAi.o.

.. - Father McChann said that while he was interested in the  -. < se

"2'. . Cuban groups in Dallas he was contacted about four or five -

" times by Wallace Heitmdn of the Dallas Office of the Federal -3

.. ‘.. Bureau of Investigation., He first made a contact with Beitingn ! Tat s

7 .:. when 1t came to his attention that one of these Cuban refugees’:- ‘;

B *h was extorting money from some other Cubans, was ‘making false <% 17

L. -" promises to the Cubans, was a disruptive gnfluencé in the :':1"{*’
J . .. Cuban community and was considered by Father McChann to be & _ '@
VT "policical Cuban" rgcber than a ('.\tban vho was intcrcncd in _T?- -0 #
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S receiving any assistance from the Committee, He could not i’f'g'f:-‘: B
. ..0 recall the name of this Cuban but he believes the Cuban {8 4%, .
still employed at Parkland Hospital., The other contacts et
i Heltmen had with him were *drop-{in* visits by Heitman whem "%~
-, .. Heltman was in the vicinity of the Lakewood Building in " i
“  Dallas. Heitman would stop and ask whether he knew of the %%

=77 existence of a certain Cuban or a Cuban group, He had slways P
w- s - cooperated to the best of his ability with ¢the FBI agents. "5 faas

. When asked concerning his knasledge of the “Jure" group emong
- the Cubans, he stated that he knew very little about the s
~-»  varlous Cuban groups such as the Jure, the $tudents Revo- — (.- -
lutionary Directive or the Segundo Frente del Escambray. He .-
stated that he kmew of their existence but mever became fn- - ¥
terested in their political views or their differences of ~fuT i’

...\:' ! -‘

- opinion, He stated that the Catholic Cuban Relief Committes s

.~ "eut through all these groups” and the assistance of the i W F 08
~ - Committee was given to anyone that needed it regardless of _/1.7%
) : their political views, He did state, however, that he lmew':'-"
. that the Jure group supported Manuel Rey of Puerto Rico as = .v., 7.

the successor to Castro. He stated that he considered Jure ”r '_
“be a rather militant group and that he had.been informed by - i
Sylvia Odio that they had frequently contacted her requesting Sam s

3
°

her to give them her support and to lend her name to their | s e
~cause, He stated that Sylvia 0dio told him t-zit she wished /.-

I, to stay clear of this organization because bq'ﬂb;tc'ion'df e T

:- " her parents in Castro's prison was very prerari0US, He stated i- s
.~ . that he had no recollection of Manuel Rocr.guez, George ¥s ...~ =
... . Parrel or any of the officers of the Segundo Frente del . [ .7
=~ . Escambray coming to his attention in connection with his B - R
work among the Cubang, L5 : Siead "-j-'r':'f_:::- '
g, R 2 s

Y o He denied knowing anything about Lee Barvey Oswald pribr to s
November 22. He stated that sometime in December 1963 Sylvia !"
Odio informed him that a group of Cubans had brought Oswald co-"

her apartment, She told him she discussed this matter full’f';:"ff';ff'.
with.FBI agents early in December, Subsequent to his 1{ving )" .~

‘ e PR
: .in New Orleans, Sylvis 0dio had written a letter to him mbé‘.‘
& i T Lo e : o g 2 el wp e | W R e B m, L O
» ] e ‘".‘. SN " : ".‘ .'.z . ;.- T T .'.":- ""c".‘...:;:".- P -'l.'.'".". -:’-Eitl"_&.—"-- .‘ - '.:.' ° S
) ¢ By U ._A.._—;_ . “:.-‘;_'.-,.}‘.-‘ .:..:-f .'_.‘:‘. AL M elhi _;:" 2
- * - ° td .-... ".

- e %
il e e W0 L T e e e %
Lere et l.-.v'..'-s.‘:'_:_.._‘ n,'**-_'-'.“ )
U e o == f00 g ey X B - &y
AR ali Rt e N R ket § e <

e SR TR

"o - @

& 1', g y i e
o l“\‘."‘ "L?.a.:'h.‘._!“‘;.--.:.-.‘ﬁ- s .. ®

A 1) 3 e i
- VIR oAt ¢ B RS AT
e A b ? LesThr 3
- T and- o . . .o
. e a3l Ter My ....'.:- g%
T -~ - : - »: : .. ‘..
& - @ e
- :‘ ~u e 5 - P 4 &~ .““'(. g
B : )
A

il

W e LL Peed bone® oy N T St eolite Ve vl



O . R S AT T o eI S
fm o 2 e _ . //. .mw : :’( .\-!-(". . e
*?f—*:-?j——"'ﬁr;*d.‘*Lee Rankin - yeel . _-«-»i:-.z-j(;!»b- W*q‘v’;ﬁ-:-—
T S Yol i TR

":-"_e. "+ which she again stated that she had discussed her meeting 1Y ?‘

«. " of Oswald with Covernment officials. .Father McChann was not it Lk
certain whether she meant that she had had another discussion SR

& . with the FBI or whether she had talked to someone else about -.

suv-e+ the subject. He felt chat Sylvia Odio's aggravated mental .. ;... .

. ... <+ c¢ondition since November 22 was caused by her concern that :.".ii..;.‘,..,

™ 7. . the Cuban community might become involved in some way with e
. the assassinatfon in view of their association with Oswald ~3'r.--
... - shortly beforé the assassination. (She fainted at her em- ‘gyic-.

ployment when she learned of the assassination of President
/' Kennedy and the arrest of Oswald )

S

: However, he stated that ~ -
. she 15 inclined to be highly dramatic and she may be bufld- * ¥ .
B ing up her belief in an associatfon with Oswald out of all SRT
" proportion to wirat it was, 1f, in fact, there was any. BHe .'::_
believad- that any association with Oswald was extremely ~ oI
S limited and confined to the one instance in which Oswald 4s "._".?'_'
< .. alleged to have visited her home with a “group from the Jure®,+ .-

- -

O He denied ever having a discussion with Sylvia Odio as to the: ;.- ..
identity of this group and denied ever hearing the name e, "

i Leopoldo mentioned other than in connection with this visie, 3. Pl

Be did state, however, that it 1s inconceivable that Oswald R

was brought to Sylvia O0dio and i{ntroduced ‘to her by anyone A
- 4/ from the Jure other than someone well k-own to her. He satd . -
* - '} aman by the name of “Alentada”, who is -a{d to be the repre= - ¢

+%.. - sentative for the Jure group in Dallas, Wevld Pwew who was s o,
£ .. active in the group,  Alentada 1s sald to z2 Qua+tified R il
o Public Accountant in Dallas and frequently tal/stp Mrs, Odio ..
""" looking for help for Jure. OF e

S - BRI LY A
Tt - Sylvia 0dio 1e described as about 26 years of age wio now 25"":'”
57" 1lives with her three small children and her sister, Sarita e .

== . Odio, (single, 23 years of age) at 4223 West Lovers Lane, ~_1:% 7 7
=~ . Dallas, Texas, telephone FL 7-6878. Another sister, Annde ¥~ ¢

2" . Laurfe Odio, (single, 18 years of age) is now living 4n . -..2 0
24 . Miami,® . ke =, L | e eyl
Tesxnt a b : - B S
RS .- Father McChann says he 414 not know Sylvia Odiq prior toi-:‘."?;’:*, :

-7 March 1963 when she came to Dallas from Puerto Rico, dut l‘h’x'l
= -." .that he knew her sister, Sarita, in connection with the Cubsn 'y .. -
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| i 8he made the acquaintance of persong like Mrs. Connell who . -

4

Mr—d.Lee Rankin- — — it

. ;'k, Ny . ; o - ."_.E' 7 WPt

) S .
Relief Committee, and that he also know her younger cic-czdr,,?‘!;i <
Annie Laurfe, who wgs attending school in Dallag prior to A5
Mrs. 0dio's arrival., pge §tated that when Mrs, 0dio arrived = .. .- _
in Dallas, although she vas 111 for ¢he first few months,

D 2 e

introducéd her to so0me very prominent People in Dallas, None KR
ol these People assisted Mrs. Odio financially and the family b,
at that time wasg supported by funds furnished by the Catholie

waen the children arrived from Puerto Rico there was a <7 ¥
. 'Teal strain on their financ{al resources., Their situation !

~ Psychogherapy Periodically, - 5Tl

" Father McChann was requested to call Mrg, Odio in gn attempg -- .
€o secure from her the name of the Jure representative who . R
accompanied Oswald. NHe agreed to place the call, stating ‘

P - that 1f he could not Induce her to tell him who the people

| Goanected uith the assassination. This, of course, is not ....4-
l quite consistent with her informing .others 4n Deceaber that .. =~ -

Oswald was brought to her by members of the Jure, ; LR o
Father McChann étated that 1t was the duty of eve;ry citizen -t&:
to cooperate to the fullest extent in the Presidept’s Come )
missions'sg investigation and that he felt he was bound in -

conscience to give whatever assistance he could, yHe said h;f. _
did not feel he was violating a confidence in giving any -

b

" information previously given since he had been informed by =

Mrs. Odio that she had discussed this informatfion with the -5f~;:-‘ - 3
Proper authorities. He did nor realize at the time that she st _i._“.__"
had not made a full and frank disclosure of the names of th.f!‘.:«
Peopls who brought Oswald to her, - BRI S IR
s g ‘ AT A T
b i S ekl R - - 1 - - -—-. - :-"_‘ “*":-—{::‘:_'1;;7:-;::‘ °.

wes complicated by Mrs., 0dio's mental condition which requirM
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Father McChann sald he did not feel hé could call Mrs, 0dic )(&-'f‘-"-i
In the presence of Inspector Kclley and that he would prefer %"+
to talk to her privately. It was agreed that he would call . -

Mrs. Odio shortly after 6:30 Pm, Central Standard Time, S

-

April 30, and he was furnished the necessary funds to make --
the call. Upon his return to Inspector Kelley's room about S

and she was very anxious to discuss the entire matter., She _
advised him the only {nformatfon she could provide on the . -7
People who visited her was that one of them said he vas
using the code name of Leopoldo, thet the second man she
L" ould identify as Eu'g\_)':_g_‘_g.i‘spgros, and the third man was - .
introduced to her'as Leon. She said Leon did not use the =~ .
nargqg_ﬂ_()_spalﬁ__in:_her Presence but that she recognized_him
af: = Novexber 22_as beingz the same man who was arrested for
the assassination of President Kennedy. " She further described
- the men as being "greasy looking Cubang -- more like Mexicans : .
than Cubans although they did not have Mexican accents', She .
- Steted they said they were members of the Jure and they had a—
etter in Spanish which they wished her ©o translate into e
English, for the purpose of sending copies of this letter to e
United States coopanies to secure funds for their cause, She .
further stated that 1in the course of the conversation the man -
she now identifies as Oswald spoke "a couple of words in ol
Spanish’ and further, that the others informed her that th -
1 were going to make a trip. These men did not enter her aparte
\Q wEere s g

L4

——

ment or &1t dowh.” Shé said she was a little afraid of them -
/ since she did not kmow them, although they used the under- ,
“. ground ecode word napes of her father and mother and geemed e
- very familiar with her family and conditions in Cuba. Her ~ .~
sister, Annie Laurie, who was now in Miani, was baby sitting s
with Mrs. Odio's children that evening., Mrs., 0d4io was ready -
- - to go out and she never did ask the visitors to sit down, "
. The entire conversation she had with them was in the doorwgy
of her gpartment at the Crestwood Apartments. She 18 not . A

able to fix the date any better than sometime in Sep;anbe;.:'off;.'j
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) Mrs. Odio said she refused to assist them £in thelr project t-.0 . "

\ . of translating the letter sayinz she had no time to get mixed <~
.- « up in the affairs of the Jure. They left saying that they :sf :
; ‘ would be in touch with her again, The man she says was Kk e
Leopoldo called her the next day and in part of the convere.* « .. .

... *7+ - sation he told her that Leon was willing to do anything; tha

TN NSNS |

N,
Yo
1Y

=i, -: he had laughed at the Cubans saying they had no "guts" and c A AL
3 .. that 1t would be easy to kill Kennedy after the Bay of Pigs | [j
N invasion. Mrs. Odio said that when the group first came to A
il the apartment they asked for her sister, Sarita, and when theyl - ¥
= were told that Sarita was not there but that she was Sylvia, : %

. .. . they said 'Well, you are the onc we wanted to talk to snyway™. . M

= ,_.‘—- .. . . . ~ ‘:-.._ ?‘
i . - Sylvia further said that she did not tell everything to the _i: " . 5

ue o o, FBI because titey did not ask her these questions. She said I
< +i she felt that the FBI interviewed her improperly in that-they : -

>+ - - came to her place of employment and asked about her end inter-: Bt
"~ I Vviewed her there, and it became a source of embarrassment’to ¥iie
O © her and she later quit her job at the Chemical Company partly

L
g

.
)

> on this account, B e wene B
® L e o . -_’_",'-;'“i."'q’ e &

SR

>

5> . ;= - Father McChann insisted that in the lat'en,tt conversation, --;'s;_:-,,rff',_'}.
%, .- and in wost of the conversations he had with Sylvia sbout - *.°

.?',::-_'-'-.. . this matter, she insisted that the man she identified as ~ \, ) g
-;fif"_ -.r,” Oswald had a mustache, ‘Or _at leas_t__hg_hag_npg_‘ql_\,av_qdv recently; 5
o7 1 that he was “disgusting looking” because of his dark beard i )
Sial and unkempt appearance, o - s £35S fﬂ
At ) ; s T 5
t4.77- 1In response to a question concerning a telephone call Mrs., -7 7. Z%

By

W, %~1.. Odlo 1s alleged to have made to New Orleans in recent months, 3. .

) » ‘
sii- - Father McChann said that she had never called him in New - :t.- %
;7 ¢ 7 Orleans but Sylvia had an aunt and uncle 4in New Orleans. - - - 5
2. ... He identified the uncle as Dr. Augustine Guitart, a physics s
. - professor at Xavier University in New Orleans. He knows that'§ . =
aa 3.7 Mrs, Odio frequently calls Dr. Guitart as he has been in ey 4 7 - i
.7, Ouitart®s home on occasions when she called. He said Drosonis . &
#:-=2~%: Guitart has engaged in mo political activities among the Cuban 4/ - 9‘5
5. groups dn New Orleans or Dallas insofar as he knows. :f':}f-});,f;"d?‘;-’ , f
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