Ty Quin Shea from Harpld Weisberg, appeals: &/3/18
King assassination records;
J¥K assassination recexds

While ordimarily I would delay %o have time to acquire more information and tp be
to ny making these appesls now suggest that the FEI is off on a “cintelpro cperationg
against pe and is determined to waste as much of the tims I have left as it can.

If thds fs not the intent 1% is the effect,

48 of the inforsation I noW have available, which is quite incomplete, the suge
gestion of news management by the FEI cannot be svoided.

Ordinarily also I would write you separately sbout thess two hletorical subjects.

1 have only one life and cue werk. Iatexference with and Antwvusion into any aspect of
my work is for me intrusion inte all of 1%. In this sess both ave intertwined by acts
and failuves to act by the FEI, |

It is an sccepied belief and praciise that scholawvs sve entitled to first use of
mmmwmuy&m¢ﬁ&wam&mm,wm&wamm,
1 filed %wo appeals, first a verbal one by my lswyer end immedistely a written one. &t
to Bob Adams of the “t. “ouls “ost Dispatoh. Secause of the distance that separatss us
and the news menagement thet had slvesdy been scceaplished I asied Hr, idams to infom
mamm:mumumaum&mxﬁsmnm
that this first use would be preserved and would be followed by & general release. m
appeares to have been confimmed o ay lswyer yesterday aftemoon by FEISA dorace 7, W&.

Hy lewyer read the velsased recerds to pe, in part, by phone, after which I imsediately
conferred with by, Adams, There is contant in the veleased records that yequire the Xnowe
ledge of a subject-expert if the information is %o be reported hemesily snd fairly and
not as part of on efficial proapgands campeign. fhis contest is of such & nature that
the best and mest honest and hosgreble yeporbers might well be sdegfid in reporting it
and thus might mislead the countyy,

After supper last might Mr. idems phoned me to inform me thst his editors had told
m#&tstM&mMmm“wm%ﬁﬁmﬁaum
sxolusive to the New York “tmes.

Un the firet segment of Good orming Ameriea shortly after 7 a.m. the treatment of
sontation that Jomes Barl Ray had been paid $10,000 after the assassinstion of Dr. fing
for the asspssinadion of Dr. Kiug, '

s is not 2 falr reprosentation of the content, whether or not the content is
truthful or scourate.

It is the inevitable consequence of denial of first use to the senior requestor




and subject expart vhether ¢r not thia was the FAl's intent.

¥hethor or not the FHI so intended thi: aleo is an obvicus macipulation of the
upconing House Assassinations Comnittes hearings. ¥r, Ray reportedly is to be the first
witness st those hesrings.

i1 connection with the forsguing I vemind you sthat Tor e decade the FII refused $o
do anything about my FOIA recwests for infermedion velating to the Xing sscassination,
foreed me into lengthy and cosily litigation to obtsin 1% asd once 1% could no longer
witthold this {nforsation $8¥%e again dented me first use by plscing 1t in its resiing
room snd making $t avellsbls to all. In this the FBI uppeers alsc to have led UPL to
believe thet UFL was responsibls for tids major relsase of formerly seorct recowds. UPI
therefore informed the entirs world that 4t exelufsivily had done the work I in fact
did at great persomal cost.in itself this was costly =nd hiwtful to me and to my work.

¥itn Tegard to the vecerds 82 Jeckuith gave ¥r. “esar for me yosterday I appeal
withheldinge from them. I alse ask for 2 eopy of the jdentieal records frem the files of
the FBI 5t. Louds Field Officc and for the reecords that 4% appears to me must exist
relating %o the finding and velease of the records released. I believe that the records
not provided must sxist alsoe in FEINK snd possidly ia othsr field offices.

Tt 1o the FSI's explanstion of the wd¥hhelddag of Ehwse vocerds that ave vithin the
content of MURKIN records, ail of which 1 was %o receive, that an experisncel FEI agent
made a siuple error and misfiled them, (I was not swere that Sis d4d their own filing,)
The FEI's story, if not cover story, is that whem 2 search was made for yecords relating
to Mr. Byars thooe released records were located sa Mureh 17 of thls year szd thes rushed
$o FETHQ attention the lisison with the House comndtioe,
uy request there were FBI~initlated stipulations covering the St. “ouis fisld office,
However, the St. §mx,£s office aprears not Yo have sant 5 copy to the attontlon of the
FOIi wndt or in any sther wey sought to comply with the stipulations, of which it was
aware. This failure was duplicated by FEING. 4s = result there vas the extensive if not
also misleading news stories of which you are aware while I was for months denied this
record &nd any use of it. Inferenge of news masagsment ¢annot be ignored in this. The
PEI does lmow its business and enough FBI senior parsomnel are wware of C.i. 75-1996,

The FEI appesrs to have undortaksn  new unilateril revision of the Ack. ‘Ms is
that 1t has the right to withheld by mis¥iling end the right to continue to withheld
after discovery of the miafiling. If this sould be the csse thers would %o no FOL4, I
contest and sppeal thie FEI interpretation and its acts pursusnt to this interpretetion.



innther consequencs of this FEL news nmanagement by FOIA misinterpretation is the
fact that the militons of psople vesched Dy this morming’s A0 telecast were not told
that the Byers records include & sericus disputing of anything he might say because he
is & "very trescherous mws guy” and othey such evaluxiions.

I by suy chenee the ¥BI misfiled in 1974, the 1978 discovery of the 1974 record
providing of copies to me. I3 now appesrs that even after the recerd wes lovabed, read,
understood and forwardod it still was not Piled in NURKIH. On the basis that i% s and
should have doen filed under WURKIN in 1974 snd thus provided o me I appeal allfthe
withholdings from it and reprocessing wnder the jroper standards for histerical cases.
In thds I do net request diaclosure of the identity of the informer. i do appeal puxi
efmamtmmmﬁwwm By this I neen that X do not appeal

e withhold ‘ﬁmamﬂmmmmm%mmwmam
mwm;wmmwmmzmmwwmtﬁm
filing now be reflected by not obliterating ths first numbers of imlomer filing. 1
belisve thewe fivet nuwber for aviminmel iafursants awe 137, for puliticel 134 They

The lsak and nisuse of these yecords, now for the second time, in my Deliel puts
mnnmnmmmmmmﬁmunﬂmm
other circumstances might bde withheld. mummmtmammmm
u»ﬁmmﬁmwmmaammwm whether or not it has or can have
sny MURKIN yelationship. My. Byers himself has bees thrust inte s diffeveat posivion. In
addition $o the leak the FBI arranged for him o be a seeret witnees before the louss
mmm:yhﬁwatlmtmmaa:mm.ww@m servation.
1 believe misuss oliminates the prepex application of b2 clain and hat the standvads
tor 7(0){ and (D) should be those of the Attormey “emeral's 5/5/77 statemente

Misuse also requires speeial kinds ef rvesponse to me relating to the centent alleging
that a short stocky man who walked with a limp peid Ray 310,000, No sach recoyds have
been provided. This content both i 1974 and 1978 required the mest diligent FEL J
{nvestigntion. ABC states there was none. 1 an asking for a special file search of all
A pressstatement, whether or netl truthful, doss net mset the affirmstive chligation

17 there is any investigatien of this alleged oversight, I A¥f aleo request all




xtmwwatmwmmmmafwmmmwwmmﬁe
by the Deparisent, not the ¥BI. if s happens I slee request all relevant recowds.

¥t pegsed to J¥K gssassination records that vemadn vithheld from me, I had
seversl inguirdes yesterday. ‘hese were from a Texas reporter and from three inde-
WW@&MW.M@M:&W&MI&:&%W&@
provide the sssistance that ordinsrily I would have provided.

Alse invelved is the release to one A.J.Webermen, whe styles himgelf s "Yipple,"
of photographs taken from & Minox camera possibly pessesssd by lee Harvey Uswmld or
Michael Paine. (It is possible that these photographs had alveady been reuoved frem the
mmmnﬁiwo)

¥r. MoCreight wrote My, Webergan a covering lstter I believe you should obtain and
yead end thereafter apply as FEI stendurds for the JFK and King records. is read io ne
. by phone Nr. MeCreight stated that because of the special historicel importance of the
JPK records the FBI was practising no withholding at all.

1 was led to believe that as the Fil released any JFK recerds coples would be
provided to me. In not a single instence has this happened. I bave not received coples
of any such records. Specifieally I have not yeceived copies of thess photographs end
any relevant records.

On the subject of photographs, it has been & long time since I offered to go %o
ny requests for copies of them, The FEL has not oven acknowledged my letter and this
added effort to accemodate i%.

flelated to thie is the umexpested providing of coples of photographs of Presidemt
Xermedy's slothing by the FEI. The photographs provided are limited to those I specified
I 4id not want. I repeated my request for the clotbing pholegraphs I 4id and do want.
A long time has passed and my letter has net been aclknswledged.

Because of my special circumstances and a record that lesds %o the belief it is not
possidble te accomodate the FEI or obtain any woluntary complisnce frem it I nmow request
prints of all JFX assassination photographs. By this I mean %o include not only these that
are at FEIHQ and in the veading room. I mean to include all of those squirreled sway
in field offices, including Dallas and ¥ew Orleans byt hot limited to theg. On still
photographs I will accept S 527 prints where they sre clear and sufficicntly cem~
prehonsible. Ytherwise I ask for 8x10s. With regard to movie film my request is for
positive prints except where stills were made, in which event I include coples =t of
all such stilis. The FBI has left me no real choice. I express the hope that with

rogard o other FOIA matbers 4% will not comtinue to eliminste my opgbionss




