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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
. Birmingham, Alabama

In Reply, Please Refer 0 December 24, 1975

File No.

SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE ON
INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES
INTERVIEW OF SPECIAL AGENT
ROBERT M. BARRETT,
DECEMBER 17, 1975

I, Special Agent Robert M. Barrett, was inter-
viewed by Comuaittee Staff member Paul Wallach, in Room
608, Carroll Arms, Washington, D.C. The interview began
at 2:02 PM and was recorded by Mr. Alfred H. Ward.

At the outset, Mr. Wallach advised that the
Committee was attempting to determine whether or not
there was any basis for reopening of the case of the
assassination of President John F. Kennedy. He further
stated the Committee was reviewing the activities of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) before and after th
assassination. '

Mr. Wallach asked when I arrived in Washington,
D.C., and how I received notice to come to Washington, D.
C., for this irterview. Fe was told I arrived akout
5:45 PM on December 16, 1975, and that on Friday, December
12, 1975, I had received notice of a teletype from FBI
Headquarters to my office in Birmingham, Alabama, instruct-
ing me to report to Washington, D.C., on December 17, 1375,
for this interview.

Mr. Wallach asked if I had conferred with any
Bureau cfficials prior to this interview. I informed him
that I had met with Inspector JJohn Hotis of the Legal
Counsel Division. Mr. Wallach asked for the contents of
this diccursizcn and I advised hinm that I had asked Mr.
Hotis if he knew the reason why I was being interviewved by
the Committee, and that Mr. Hotis had stated he did not
know the reason or purpose other than it concerned my role

in the assassination investigation.
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I told lir. Wallach that Mr. Hotis had furthcr “in-
formced e thet I should dccline to answer any questLonf as
to SCﬂSJLJ“C sources, sencitive tecrnLques, on-going investi-
gations, and any ;nformatlon received Lrom a third agency.

Mr. Wallach asked if T hud talked to Mr. Pzul Dalv,
and Le wes informed r. Dzlv was in and out of the office £x

quently &nd that I had had very little conversation witih him.
Mry. Wallach asked hew long I h:d talked with Mr. Fotis, ana I
£old hii the above convercation was very brief, that I wvas
originally informxaod the interview was to take place at 10:09
A}, that this was qtbSGQ“”“tlv changed to 2:00 Pit and that I
hud epent the time in Fr. Hotis' office waiting and occasionally
discussing other unrelated matters.
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I also tcld Mr. Wallach that I had been interviewed
i eavlier ar Decenhar 17, 1975, bv Assistant Director liarold
N. Basseggi, and Deputly "hscistent Dircctor rlliscn Conicy.
Mr. Valiach asked what this interview was about, and I told
him I was questionced as to any xnowledce I had cf Lee Harvey
Ocwald cexming to the I'BI ¢ffice in ballas prior to the esscs-
sinatica and lecving a no.e for Special Agent James Hogll,
, I told Mr. Waliach whzt I had previously told Mr. Bassete,
e that some four or five months after the assassination I weas

i asked by scmeconc in the Dallas Office, whose idertity I can't
W T lcca¢l,\bbuuu°c wat +this unrccalled person acked me wos a
Pl rumor and insignificant) if I had heard the rumor that Oswald
had com> to the bzllias Office where he asked MNan Fenncr, the
Recepcionist, to sce Bosty. 1 recall there being no mention
of any note lefi by Oswald, nor did llosty, or anyonc clce in
Dallas cver talk to me about the incident, the note or the-
contcnts of the note. Mr. Kallach asked if I had reported to
anyone in Dalles at thc time the &alove incident and Mr.
, Wallach was advised I did not report a rumor and that I
- trcated it as a rumor, in that I promptly forgot about it as
' I was very busy at thec time conducting inves tigations of other
matters having to do with the as sassination.
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Mr. Wallach asked if Mr. Hotis had informed me of
my right to counsel and I stated this had bcen done. . Mr.
Wallach then adviced me of my right to counsel ard my right

. to refuce to ansver any questions. I advised lir. Wallach I

was aware of my rights.

Mr. Wallsch advised me that recorded results of
this intervicw would later be ava.lable to vb, in Washington,
D.C. I ashed i I would be furnished a copy ané if a coz,
would be furnished the Bureau. I was informed that the Bureeau
would not be furnishted a copy nor wousd anyone, other tnan my-
self, from the Bureau, have access to this report. 1 was also
told that I would pe advised by mail when I could have access
to the report. Mr. Wallach did not say if I would be furnished
a copy. lie also sa ld T could request the presence of a Serator
during the interview, which rcquest I did not malke.

Mr. Wallach then asked akout my Bureau carsexr and
assignnients leOI to Novchber 22, 1963. He was advised of ny
assigmucnts in Phoenix fron 1952 to 1954, in Amarillo, Texas,
fron 1954 tc 1956, ard in Dallas from 1956 to 1926C. [r.
Wallach inguired @c to what Xind of investigative Work I was
do;nv as o lovermber 21, 1963, and I told him that primarily
was asglgwed Lo 1nvestlg<t¢ons having to do \1th organized
crime, gambli and criminal intelligence, and coccasionally
some involved CiVll rights cases, and some extortion cases.
Mr. VWallach asked how lonu I hadé been doing such work ani wvho
else in the Dallas Cffice was cither w01}11g with me or ceing
similar vwork. I told him I had becn working these type cascs
since lloventer, 1957, and that I was assisted by -SA Iven D.

1

Lec from about 1960, or so, until the assas sination; at which

-

time Lee and I were both assigned to the as -sassination investi-
gation, primarily, for about a year

Mr. Wallach then asked me to define a "hip pocket
informant" and after I gaove him my definiticn, he asked if I
had any in Dalias. I deflncd a "hip pockct informant" as a
source of information whose identity was never madc known nor
was there ever any record made that such a person was being
used as an informant. I told Mr. Wallach I have never cmploycd
"hip pocket informants" in Dallas or eclsewherc.

.
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Mr. Wallach asked if I knew of, or had heard of
“"Carlos" Trafficznte of Tampa, and Carlos Marcello of HMew
Oricons, Louisiana. I szid that in investigations of or-
ganized crime matters, I had become acquainted with these
names, but 1 believed the correct name was Santos Trafficante,
to which Mr. Wallach agrced. Mr. Vallach asked if I knew of
a2 man named MeWillie (Phornetic) and I said I could not recall
ever having heecd of this name. .

Mr. Wallach asked if I knew of Jack Ruby. I said
I hed krown Twry as the owner or operator of two Dsllas night
cluls, that were frecuented by pimps, prostitutes and persons
involvad in crininal activities. I was asked i1f I head ever
talked to Ruby ard I saié I had on maybe two occasions prior
to Novcikar 21, 1963, but I could not recall the contents of
{these conversations, other than it most likely had to co with
persons who freyucnted PRuly's nicht clukbs.

Mr. Vallach eshed if-I was aware of a conncciion
of Ruby with Trafficantc, with Marcello, and with Mcilillie
(Phonetic). I saidé I was not aware of any conrection by Raby
with any of thozz perscns and repeated that I did not recall
the nume MeWillie. ' .

Mr. Wallach acked if I was acquainted with the term
*pCcI" - "potential crimirzl informant", if I knew Jack nuby
was a PCT of the Dallas Office, and if I knew the identity of
the FBI Zgent in Dallas, & "red headed fellow" who had had
Ruby assigned to him, and which Aaent was later disciplinrad
or transferred. I had just begun to answer lr. Wallach,
when U. S. Scneétor Richard D. Schweicrer, of Pennsylvania,
entored the rcom at 2:33 i and thercafter took part jointly
in the interrogation of me with Mr. Wallach, after introducing
himsclf. Nr. Wallach briefly revicwed with Senator Schweiclker
what had previously transpired in the interview. Senator
Schweicker asked if I knew Ruby was a PCI and if I was not
awarc of Ruby's connections with organized crime.







