——
..i
ji -
S

I ser ; |

THANT T IPTRTTIY !

. — . e l‘u’—"f 5‘!\!3’{ i
Mr. Bassett ‘5*" IO s |
* -‘_\: S oD i
. | 1 ©WF. Bassetf i Niina | -
D. Ryan ' > 1 Mr, Hotds - ‘.. b
' o g . . 1 - Mr. Ryan FomEreE
| 1 - Mr. Mintz - -
ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT Attn: Mr. Heller
JOHN F. KENIEDY ]l - Mr. Foster %
NOVEMBER 22, 1963 afr’eb-.ar. Clark “ - .0 - :-

., PURPOSE: To provide facts pertinent to matters raised by
! Francis X. Lilly, Attorney for Special Agent James P. -
Hosty, Jr., and to recommend acknowledgement of 1illy's letter

to the Director. (U) o : = e

. = & LS 2 L. T

SYNOPSIS: 1In a letter to the Director, SA Hosty's Attorney
advises that Hosty, prior to the assassination of President
John F. Kennedy, was not aware of Oswald's visit to Mexico
City nor of the persons Oswald saw there, that classified
information pertaining to this visit was withheld from Hosty
and that Bureau regulations would have precluded Hosty's
interview of Oswald prior to President Kennedy's assassination.
Details set forth rebut, in whole or in part, these contentions

of Lilly. (U)

RECOMMENDATION: That attached letter be sent to Attorney
Lilly. (U)
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f :5 DETAILS: Francis X. Lilly, personal Attorney for SA James P.
N - Hosty, Jr., Kansas City Division, by letter to the Director,
&%  with copy to SA Drew J. Clark, of September 19, 1978, attached,
3; " advised in part as follows: (U) 1 . 2
E-

" ..prior to the assassination, certain information )
was not known to Special Agent Hosty. In particular,
he had not been advised of the visit of Lee Harvey
Oswald to Mexico City and was not aware of the people
&1 to whom Oswald spoke while in Mexico City. Nor did he
= know the real identity of those people.” (U)
o
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h eferring to classified information pertaining to Oswald's
Mexico City visit, Lilly contends:

ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT
JOEN F. KENNEDY

" __.this information was not made available to

~ SA Hosty." and "...it is doubtful whether Bureau
regulations would have allowed Mr. Hosty to inter- .~ . .
view Oswald even had additional information been .
made available to him." (U) '

Information being furnished has been gleaned from
a review of the original Bureau file (105-82555) and original
[allas file (100-10461) on Lee Harvey Oswald and from the :
December 3, 1975, Bureau letter to the Attorney General
captioned "Assassination of President John PF. Kennedy" which
set forth the results of an FBI inquiry into Hosty's knowledge
of the Lee Harvey Oswald visit to Mexico City prior to - -
President Kennedy's assassination. (U) :

Contrary to Lilly's contention, & "SECRET" ~
October 22, 1963, airtel from Dallas to the Bureau, bearing
dictator initials of "JPH”, advised FBI Readquarters that
A James P. Hosty received information from Immigration and

-'were block stampe nto e as
October 25, 1963, were routinely channeled to Hosty by the
Desk on October 28, 1963, and were not retrieved from Hosty's
personal workbox until after the assassination on November 22,
1963, according to a notation on Dallas serial 100-10461-50
by Dallas Supervisor Kenneth C. Howe, to wit: &Ju) ‘

"48-49-50 ¢/o (or 'go') to JPH 10-28-63. Obtained
from his box and initialed into file to complete
file following 11-22-63 H" (U)

‘In short, absent special mitigating circumstances, it is unusual
Por any Agent to claim ignorance of the contents of three
sommunications residing in his personal workbox for approximately
twenty-six days. Dallas file 100-10461-48, -49, -50 and Bureau
Pile 105-82555-42 and -43. Bureau file serial 53 corresponds

to Dallas serial 48 and is classified “SECRET". (U)
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A review of the allas Pleld Office file reflects. ,
tl.2t_Fosty, the ease Agent, was routinely furnished classified
infom.aticn en? eonruniestions in the lee Hervey Cswald ease.
i2lso, on HovesLer 22, 1563, Ssllas reccived a ilovezder 19, 1963,
coruniesticn frorm the washington Pield Office eontaining -
clessified fnformaticn relatins to Oswald's visit te Hexiee City. ..
Eureauy file 105-£2555-78 anéd Lallas file 102-10861-57. &Hu) -

ohis eorrunication was routinely ehanneled to BHosty
as Indicated Ly Losty's nars appearinz in the aprropriate
place n the block stazp. Losty's nsxe was then erossed - . .-
oul end the seriel was initisled to files by fujerviscer howe. |
It aprears tha:t tris eomuurication, while erizinally direscted .
g0 Losty. was retrieved frox el.annels ty Superviscer Eowe after
the asssecsiration on Yoverter 22, 1863, whersupon he srossed
outl losty's naze in the bloex stamp, as was éons on Dallas
serials €. 89 and SC. and tnitialed them to file {3 erder
that a cox-lete file on Cswald might be assertled. Kosty may
or =ay not have seen this serial grior to the assassination
en loverter 22, 153, but there ie csrtainly no data to suggest
t.e waz ever denled classified inforration pertinent to his
czne ©n (8wald pricr to the asssssination. (Classified infor-
metion was contained in the Cswald file and Fosty was frse
to revicw same. (V) ' g * B

Pest Tesezrch in the lee Earvey Cawald file discloses
ro justificstion for a statezent that Bureau resulations would
have precluded interview of Cswald rrior to the assassination
of President Kenredy in Cetober or ¥cverder, 1583.[ 4 - - -
Deccrter 1€, 1523, merorandus froz J. ¥. Gale to Mr. Tolsen
refcrring to the Cswald investigretion, states in part, lis
wilfe shiould have Leen interviewsd defors the assassination
and $fnvestiration Intensified-not held in glieyance-after
Cewslé eontacted the Soviet Frdassy in FexSco.' Wiile reference
to irmvestifation intensified” does mot s;yecifically state
thit Cswald should have been intervieved, there 1is no justi-
flcsticn for assu-imr thet an intenzified investigcatien would
have excluce? an intervisv of Oswalé. 4n Agent with Kosty's
experience (EVD January 21, 1352.) would be expected to conduct
tht irterviev of & security sutjeet without eoxpromisiag
elnssified informstion. Alse, Cawald had been intervieved
proviously ty Bureau irents on June 2€, 1§82, fugust 1€, 1962,
an: Auzust 1€, 1953:] (L) %
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It 48 felt that Attorney Lilly's letter should be -
acknowledged without detail as any specific rebuttal involves
reference to information and communications which are still
classiried. (U)




