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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

  

' HAROLD WEISBERG AND 
"JAMES H, LESAR, 

a Plaintiffs, Civil Action Nuniber 
: 86-1547 

Ve 

% 
UNETED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 

JUSTICE, 

2 Defendant. 
\ 

DECLARATION OF DAVID H. COOK 

I, David H. Cook, make the following declaration: 

(1) I am a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation (FBI), assigned in a supervisory capacity to the 

Freedom of Information-Privacy Acts (FOIPA) Section, Records 

Management Division (RMD), FBI Headquarters (FBIHQ) , 

Washington, D. C. 

(2) Due to the nature of my official duties, I am 

familiar with the procedares followed in processing Freedom of 

Information Act (FOIA) requests received at FBIHQ; including 

plaintiff Weisberg's instant request for documents concerning 

the release of the FBI's John F. Kennedy assassination files. 

unsel's request for a review of Plaintiffs" Opposition to 

ose (3) The following is in response to defendant's 
ww 

Defendant's Motion For Summary Judgment (hereinafter known as 

Plaintiffs’ Opposition) and a response to the issues raised
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therein relating to the adequacy of the search. This is based 

on my personal knowledge and information supplied to me in my 

official capacity. 
] 

yponnul DU (4) I understand that defendant's reply memorandum 

I i), will show that the FBI was required to search only in response 
r - 
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Rum to Item 7 of Mr. Weisberg's request of May 22, 1980, as 

limited by his letter of July 29, 1980. 

*e (5) Mr. Weisberg's request was assigned to an 

    

employee who is familiar with the material placed in the 

edy assassination files. This employee is also 
————.   

  

knowledgeable of administrative procedures for handling FOIA 

requests, and filing procedures of RMD. Therefore, the 

response to Mr. Weisberg's request was not limited to 

information gbt ined from the search, but was also based on 

ure ib a chink The existence of the Library of 

Congress request was previously known by the employee. He was 

also aware of other requests for this information, which were 

reflected in the answers to the Blakey interrogatories, 

Exhibit H to the Llewellyn Declaration. 

(A) Search Conducted Prior to Plaintiffs’ Ww 
Filing Of Opposition sey i\ Ti : an 

i MP (6) As was previously stated in SA Llewellyn's py | 
rt py 

pee geen” 

Declaration, a page-by-page review of the (Kennedy file was 

: an conducted of all material during the specific time frame. 

Plaintiffs were provided the only document found to be 

responsive to Mr. Weisberg's request. A search was also



Ni conducted of the file pertaining to Mr. Weisberg's FOIA Me 
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requ sts. Based upon experience these files would be the Ml int 
  

obvious locations in which material of this nature would have 
Scenery ee 

been filed, if any existed. 

(B) Searches Conducted as a Result of 
Plaintiffs' Opposition 

(7) Based on suggestions provided in Plaintiffs! 

Opposition, additional indices searches were made for any 

records pertaining to public deposits of Kennedy assassination 
Bey 

records under the following: ™ pail “' 

‘ (a) Weisberg v. Bell C.A. 77-2155; A pve 

(b) Project Onslaught; ~ gl Wee 

(c) Onslaught; , 

(d) Onslaught Project; 

(e) FBI Project Onslaught; 

(£) FBI Onslaught Project; 

(g) FOIA Project Onslaught; 

(h) FOIA Onslaught Project; and 

(i) On Slaught. 

(8) Nineteen cross references and one main file 

were located as a result of the additional searches conducted. 

(See, SA Llewellyn's Declaration for explanation of cross 

    * 

Project Onslaught was the name given to the second 
phase of two-part plan originating in 1976. This plan, 
Submitted to the Congress, called for an expansion of the 
FOIPA Branch by the temporary and permanent assignment of 
personnel to eliminate an extensive backlog of FOIPA requests.



  

    

references and main files.) Listed below are the subject 

matters under which records were located: 

(a) Project Onslaught - 17 cross references 

(b) Onslaught - 2 cross references 

(c) Weisberg v. Bell - 1 Main file , 

Variations of the term "Project Onslaught" were i 

searched and failed to reveal any additional records. A 

thorough review of the listed files failed to produce any 

dociiments pertaining to the public deposits or dissemination 

of the FOIA releases of the Kennedy assassination records, and 

is so noted on the search slips by the initials "NP" (not 

pertinent). The cross references contain documents pertaining 

to the administrative procedures for the initiation and wee 

continuance of Project Onslaught. The main file contains 

documents filed with the court and communications in 1980 

pertaining Mr. Weisberg's fee waiver. Copies of the search 

slips are enclosed herewith as Exhibit A. 

(C) Search of Ticklers 

(9) Plaintiffs also suggest that responsive 

documents may be located in "tickler" files. As plaintiffs X ge 
ay Ste 

have been advised previously, pertaining to other requests, a a 

tickler is a photostatic or carbon copy of an original wi 

document. They are usually used as an administrative aid to pau 

ticklers are normally destroyed after they are six months old 

or when they are of no further use. Those ticklers which have 
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been maintained, pertain only to referrals of documents to 

other Government agencies. A review of these ticklers did not 

locate any records responsive to Mr. Weisberg's request. 

(D) Consultations 

7 a (10) Additionally, Plaintiffs' Opposition suggests 
Wye 

Sy 

i 

< contacting "people who were involved in the project which 

produced the Kennedy assassination releases." Several 

persons, both current and retired, who were involved in this 

matter have been contacted, and they were unable to recall any 

dofunents "pertaining to the duplicate public deposits, if 

any, and where, when and how they were made, aside from the 

FBI's public reading room." 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the 

foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed this 1G %K day of December, 1986. 

Mose M Cook 
David H. Cook 
Special Agent 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C, 

 



  
  

» 422 (Rev. 11-19-88) Se Sie 

-.. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
: Records/Operations Sections 

£2—/b 186 
_[-Wame Searching Unit, 4989, TL¥ 121 

OD Service Unit, 4654, TL# 225 , 

-. D Special File Room, 5991, TL#122 ~ .- 
.~ DD Forward to File Review, 5447, TL 143° 
-|D Attention 

QO Retum to Vi 
: Supervisor, foam TU, Ext. 

| Beope of Search: (Check One) Vee ATES 
‘OQ Automated Data Base (ADB)(Individual Born 1962 and After) 

“DD Restricted Search (Active Index - 6 & 20) - 
‘© Restricted Search (Active & Inactive Index - 5 & 30) 
O Unrestricted (Active & Inactive Index) 

Type of Search Requested: (Check One) 
D All References (Security & Comins) 

O Security Search 
0 Criminal Search : : So oe 

.0 Main : : References Only 

Special Instructions: (Check One) __ 

~O Exact Name Only (On the Nose) BS NEE 
- D Buildup ogee By 0 Veriations ” dee’ 
“Restricted to of . 

Subject 
Birthdate & Place 

Aarons 

    

  

“sys thy rd it 

  

   
  

  

  

Localities 

IN
AC
TI
VE
 

Date La LL @_ Initials 

FILE NUMBER SERIAL 
‘2D   - 

    Ethth st Boars



  

  
  

4-22a (Rev. 11 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

    
  

  

  

  

  

°13-85) 

"NUMEROUS REFERENCE 
_— SEARCH SLIP 

Subject 
~ Supervisor = Room 

: coat. Searcher 
Fw = Date initials 
Prod. 

ajw/ 2) 35 

Mrealesight aw 

NO \ 66 220 F43/6 

LI am 

ie a 

AY 7y = 

: Ae 

LOT Lh szectus, 
Le FF h 

Leta   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

             



  

  

  

    

2 4-22 (Rev. 11-13-85) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
'. Records/Operations Sections 

_ _—/6 wh 
Name Searching Unit, 4989, TL# 121 : 
OD Service Unit, 4654, TL¥ 225 

© Special File Room, 5991, TL#122  - 

C1 Forward to File Review, 5447, TL¥ 143 
etfention ts a g ‘ 

_ [i Fetum to Z 
i Room, TL¥, Ext. 

   

Scope of Search: (Check One) . 3 

© Automated Data Base (ADB)( Individual Born 1962 « and After) 
- D Restricted Search (Active Index - 5 & 20) 

O Restricted Search (Active & Inactive Index - 5 & 30) 

O Unrestricted (Active & Inactive Index) 

Type of Search Requested: (Check One) 

O All References (Security & Criminal) 
O Security Search 
O Criminal Search -— , Wes ‘ 
O Main ~~ References Only 

Special Instructions: (Check One) 

0 Exact Name Only (On the Nose) : 
O Buildup 0 Variations 
O Restricted to of 

Subject 

Birthdate & Place 

Address 

  

  

  

  

Localities 
Searcher 

Ri paeLBA/ (o Initials 
Prod. 

FILE NUMBER SERIAL 

IN
AC
TI
VE
 

DA
TE
 
ON
 

.... 
CA
RD
 
MY
 

 


