UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

MARK A, ALLEN
Plaintiff

Civil Action No.
81-1206

V.
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, et al.,

Defendants
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AFFIDAVIT

I, John N. Phillips, being duly sworn, depose and
say as follows:

(1) I am a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI), assigned in a supervisory capacity to the
Freedom of Information-Privacy Acts (FOIPA) Section, Records
Management Division, FBI Headquarters (FBIHQ), Washington, D.C.

This affidavit was prepared in connection with defendants' response

to plaintiff's motion for waiver of all search fees and copying costs.

The statements made herein are based upon my familiarity with the

procedures followed by the FBI in processing requests for infor-

mation received pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)

and upon information furnished to me by other individuals in the FBI.
(2) The following correspondence has been exchanged

between plaintiff and the defendants in this case:
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(A) By letter dated December 12, 1980, plaintiff

requested "all correspondence or any records of any communicatish i
between the U.S. House Select Committee on Assassinations and the
Federal Bureau of Investigation relating to the Select Committee's
investigation into the assassination of President John F. KRennedy."
Plaintiff also requested a fee waiver for all search and copying
fees. (A copy of this letter is attached hereto as Exhibit A.)

(B) By letter from Mr. Thomas H. Bresson, former
Chief of the FBI's FOIPA Section at FBIHQ, dated January 30, 1981,
plaintiff was advised that a determination on his fee waiver
request was being held in abeyance pending a determination as to
whether Congress maintained control over the documents responsive
to plaintiff's FOIA request. (A copy éf this letter is attached
hereto as Exhibit B.)

(C) By letter dated March 13, 1981, plaintiff was ad-
vised that the FBI was in receipt of letters from the U.S. House
of Representatives dated March 26, 1979 and March 2, 1981, indicating
the Congressional viewpoint that material responsive to plaintiff's
FOIA request could not be released. (A copy of this letter is
attached hereto as Exhibit C. Also attached are the two congressional
letters referred to in the letter.)

(D) By letter dated March 19, 1981, to the Office of
Privacy and Information Appeals (OPIA), Department of Justice (DOJ),
plaintiff appealed the determination of the FBI to deny the record;
requesteﬂ in his December 12, 1980, request. (A copy of this 1ette}

is attached hereto as Exhibit D.)




(E) By letter dated April 1, 1981, from OPIA, DOJ,
plaintiff was advised of the backlog of appeals and that he ,Ai;
would be advised of the Associate Attorney General's decision
concerning his appeal. (A copy of this letter is attached hereto
as Exhibit E.)

(F) By letter dated April 6, 1981, to the FBI, plain-
tiff requested all records relating to the investigation of the
HSCA into the assassination of President John F. Kennedy not
covered by his FOIA request dated December 12, 1980. Plaintiff
also requested a waiver of all copying and search fees. (A copy
of this letter is attached hereto as Exhibit F.)

(G) By letter to plaintiff dated April 13, 1981, we
reiterated our position that the requested material was exempt from
disclosure pursuant to Title 5, United States Code, Section 551
(1) (A) (1976). (A copy of this letter is attached hereto as
Exhibit G.)

(H) By letter dated April 15, 1981, to the Associate

Attorney General, plaintiff appealed the denial contained in

the FBI's letter of April 13, 1981. (A copy of this letter is
attached hereto as Exhibit H.)

(I) By letter dated April 28, 1981, from OPIA, DOJ,
plaintiff was advised of the backlog of appeals and that he
would be hotified of the Associate Attorney General's decisions
concerning his appeal. (A copy of this letter is attached hereto .

as Exhibit I.)




(J) By letter dated December 31, 1981, plaintiff
was advised that his request for a fee waiver for search and
copying costs was denied. (A copy of this letter is attached
hereto as Exhibit J.)

(3) Because of the FBI's initial determination that the
records involved here were congressional records, it held plain-
tiff's fee waiver request in abeyance. Since it is now processing
many of the records as "agency records", it became appropriate to
consider plaintiff's fee waiver request. Such consideration re-
quired an inventory of the records involved. (See paragraph 4,
infra.)

(4) Due to the stringent time constraints placed on
the FBI, only a cursory examination has been made of all the
material requested by plaintiff. This examination involved two
experienced Miscellaneous Documents Examiners who are familiar
with the Kennedy assassination investigation. They spent approx-
imately 160 hours over the past two weeks inventorying the docu-
ments involved. This inventory mainly involved determining the
subjeét of the files involved, the approximate dates the cases
were opened and closed, the approximate number of pages in each

case file and if the material in a file was related to the Kennedy

assassination. Based upon that inventory, it was determined that

the follo;ing general categories and records encompass the materiq%;

requested in this case:

gt

.




(A) Organized Crime - These investigations, in all
instances, were started because of suspected involvement by in- -?
dividuals in organized crime type activities unrelated to the ‘
Kennedy assassination investigation. In most cases these inves-
tigations were opened before or years after the assassination. A
very limited number were opened in close proximity in time to the
date of the Kennedy assassination. However, they were not opened
because of the assassination. There are approximately 139 cases
in this category totaling approximately 138,500 pages.

(B) Foreign Counter Intelligence - These investigations
are opened based on allegations that the individual or organization
was involved in activities inimical to the national security of
the United States with the support of individuals, organizations
or governments of other countries. 1In all cases except one, these
investigations were opened prior to the assassination. The one
exception was opened three years after the assassination. None
of these 13 cases, consisting of approximately 2600 pages, were
opened in response to the assassination investigation.

(C) 1Internal Security - These investigations are opened
based on allegations that the individual or organization, who may
or may not have the support of individuals, organizations or
governments of other countries, was involved in activities inimical
to the national security of the United States. There are approkiﬁ#tgly

190 different cases totaling approximately 63,000 pages in this_ﬁiﬁé-
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gory. In most cases in this category the case was opened before

or long after the assassination. In a few instances the case
was opened near the date of the assassination, however, they are
unrelated to the assassination investigation.

(D) Other Criminal = This category includes all types
of files which could not be placed in one of the above categories;
i.e., Interstate Transportation of Stolen Property and Civil Rights.
Most of these 131 cases were opened prior to or after the date of
the assassination. However, none of these cases, including those
opened in close proximity to the date of the assassination, are
related to the assassination of President Kennedy. There are
approximately 34,000 pages in this category.

(E) Administrative Records - This category of material
includes ticklers of correspondence with the House Select Committee
on Assassination (HSCA), news clippings, personnel matters, classi-
fication addenda and other purely administrative material. This
material totals approximately 7200 pages.

(F) Correspondence file concerning the HSCA - This
25 volume files consists of letters to and from the HSCA, letters
to and from FBI field offices and other agencies and internal
FBI memoranda. This file consists of approximately 6300 pages.

JG) John F. Kennedy Assassination Investigation -
This material, totaling approximately 100,000 pages, has been
previouﬁi& processed and is in the public domain. Plaintiff LQ

has reviewed this material as stated in his affidavit.
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P
(H) Special File Room ﬁ One file cabinet containing

copies of sensitive classified andiinformant documents prepared
for the review of the HSCA, is maiﬁtained in the Special File
Room, Records Management Division.; The Special File Room's
purpose is to limit access to very sensitive investigatory,
informant and/or highly classified épcuments in a very secure
area. Only certain personnel, withj}ppropriate security clearances
and need to know, are authorized adn%ttance to the Special File
Room.

A limited review of this material was conducted and
the following is a description of its contents using the previously
outlined categories. Included in this is one subject in the FCI
category consisting of approximately :600 pages, a limited portion
of which is related to the Kennedy aésassination, four subjects
in the Internal Security category consisting of approximately
235 pages, a limited portion of which is related to the Kennedy
assassination, and three subjects in the Miscellaneous category
consisting of approximately 704 pages, none of which is related
to the assassination. None of these files were opened as a result
of the assassination. Also, there are 15 cassette tape recordings
and 31 - 7 inch tape reels which were made by the FBI of the

television hearings of the HSCA on the John F. Kennedy assassination.




(5) The HSCA reviewed the material described in
paragraph 4 gupra, spending approximately five million dollars.
At the conclusion of their investigation the HSCA published
a 260 page report with 12 volumes of exhibits in which they
included everything which could be deemed as relating to the
assassination on President Kennedy. (House Report No. 95-
1828, 95th Congress, 2nd Session, 1979)

(6) Duplication charges alone could be as high as
$30,000 to process all these records.

(7) Because of the FBI's initial position, based upon
requests from Congress (see attachments to Exhibit C), that all
of the records involved in this case were congressional records,
there was no necessity to consider plaintiff's fee waiver request.
Plaintiff was informed that his fee waiver request was being held
in abeyance until the status of the responsive documents was de-
termined (see Exhibits B, C, & E). When it was decided on December 7,
1981, that many of the responsive documents are agency records, the
plaintiff's fee waiver request was reopened and considered by the
FBI's Fee Waiver Committee. The factors considered by the fee
waiver committee included the nature of the information requested;
the purpose for which the information is sought; the size of the

public to_be benefited; the likelihood that some tangible public

good will be realized as a result of this release; whether disclosure




is timely with regard to a matter of current public interest;
its relevance to important legal, social or political issues;
and whether the material is personal in nature or will serve only J
the private interests of the requester. After considering these
factors and in light of the material described previously the
fee waiver committee determined that a fee waiver was not applicable.
Plaintiff was informed of this decision in a letter dated December 31,
1981, a copy of which is attached as Exhibit J.

(8) Plaintiff states that Mr. Harold Weisberg received
a court ordered fee waiver for the material he obtained pertaining
to the assassination of President Kennedy. The court, in Harold
Weisberg v. Griffin Bell, Civil Action Number 77-2155 ordered that
Mr. Weisberg be given a fee waiver for all Kennedy assassination
materials released to him on January 17, 1978. Shortly after
issuance of the Court ordered fee waiver, the Department of Justice
expanded the fee waiver to include records "compiled pursuant to
the investigations of the assassinations of President Kennedy and
.Dr. King", regardless of when released.

(9) Mr. Weisberg made a request similar to plaintiff's
request on December 4, 1979. Pursuant to review of this request,
the Associate Attorney General concluded, after reviewing memorandums
from David G. Flanders, Alice Daniel and Quinlan J. Shea, Jr., that

-

the expanded fee waiver of Mr. Weisberg should be terminated.
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Thus, thé documents described in paragraph (4) (G) supra have altoaéy
been the subject of a fee waiver request, which was granted, and lﬁve
been released to the recipient of the fee waiver (Mr. Weisberg) ;
while the materials described in paragraph (4) supra other than

those noted in paragraph (4) (G) supra have been the subject of

a previous fee waiver denial by the DOJ.

n N. i
pecial Agent
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D.C.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this /2 Y%~ day of %‘ﬂm%:
1982.

¢=M4M%yé %
Notary Public

My Commission expires 5444,,/‘5,0‘ /@Pf/ .
/ 7
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¥ir., Thomas Bresson

POIA/PA Branch '

Records Management Division
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Vashington, D.C. 20535

Dear Mr. Bressoni

This is a request under the Freedom of Informatiom Act, 5 U.5.C, 8552,
Please furnish me all correspondence or any records of any communi catioas
. between the U.S. House Select Comzittee on Assassinations and the Fedexal
_ Buresu of Investigation relating to the Select Comnitise’s investigation
4nto the assassination of President John F, Kennedy.

I as requesting these records as part of a program of scholarly
research into the work of the Assassinations Committee. As you may be
aware, the performance and cooperation of the Bureau in this probe
and previous investigations into the murder of President Kennedy has
been a subject of considerable discussion throughout the years. For
this reason I believe the public would be significantly benefited by
the release of the requested records, which would clarify the. Buzeau's
role in what may bte the final official irquiry into the JHY. assassiratien.
Accordingly, I request that all search md copying fees be waived as

provided for in the Act.
¥ If you do rot make an initial detan.i.naﬁm %o valve fees and u-%
flease furnish me with an estimate of the number of records involved ﬂ

E’x H/Bﬂ‘ﬁ
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the cost of & thourougn search, as provided in your pu.—ished Tegulaticns.

e ~

-‘ . Sincerely, ;
' Mark A. Allen
.'-5"
f
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Mr. Mark A.'Allen
post Office Box 9032
washington, D. C. 20003

Dear Mro. Allen:

This is in response to yout Preedcr: of Information=
Privacy Acts (POIPA) request dated December 12, 1880, for
correspondence with the House Select Committee oOn Assassination
(BSCA) econcerning the assassination of President Eenntdye.

After reviewing the file concerning the HSCA it
wvas Setermined that Congress pay tretain control of the requested
8ocuments. We ace currently in the process of deterrining if
in fact they do maintain control and for this reason the fee
waiver Getermination is being held in abeyance.

-~ You will be advised wben a determination has been nade
on the above matters.

Bincerely yours,

/S

Thomas H. /Bresson, Chief
— Freedom of Information=
‘ Privacy Acts Branch
Records Management pivision

'Bt
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fr. Rark A. Allen
Post Office Box 9032
Washington, D. C. 20003

Dear Mr, Allens

This is in further response to your FPreedcm of
Information-Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request dated December 12,
1980, for “records of any communications between the Bouse
Select Committee on Assassinations and the FBI.®

By letter dated March 26, 1979, to EHonorable Griffim
Bell from Congressman Btokes we were requested not to éisclose
this material.

By letter dated March 2, 1981, from the Office of the
Clerk, U, 8. House of Representatives, we were advised, again,
that this material cannot be released pursuant to Title §,
United B8tates Code, Bection 8551 (1) (A) (1976).

If you so desire, you may appeal to the Aseociate
Attorney General from any denjal contained herein. Appeals
should be directed in writing to the Associate Attorney Gereral
(Attention: Office of Privacy and Information Appeals), United
gGtates Department of Justice, Washington, b, C. 20530, within
thirty days from receipt of this letter. The envelope and the
letter should be clearly marked °Preedom of Information Appeal®
or Information Appeal.® Please cite the FOIPA nuzber arsigned
to your request so that it may be easily identified.

Sincerely yours,

James K. é:;l, Chief

Preedom of Information-
Pyivacy Acts Section
Rec¢rds Management Division

| Exmq
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2 March 26, 1979

A A

. The Honorable Griffin B. Bell
Attorney General of the U. S.
Departrent of Justice
¥a2shington, D. C. 20530

Cear ¥r. Attorney General:

‘q

As you are aware, H. Res. 222, as passed by the llouse
of Representatives on February P, 1977, authorized the Select
Conmittee on Assassinations to investigate the deaths of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and President John F. Kennedy.
The Cormittee's work is now drawing to an end. I wrfite this
letter to draw to your attentfon a matter that I recognize 'Y
will inevitably come up in the future.

A great deal of material has been generated by your

Department in respcnse to specific requests cr concerms of
the Select Committee. In addition, your Department §s §n
physical ecustody of a varfety of materfals originatfing from
the Select Committee. It cen be antfcipated that your Departe-
ment will receive requests under the Freedowm of Inforcation
Act for access to these waterfals. The purpose of this Jetter
§s to request specifically that this Congressional materfial

o and related fnforration §n a form connected to the Committee
not be disclosed outside your Department without the written
concurrence of the House of Representatives.

Sincerely,
B " LOUIS STOKES
Chafrman .
1S:dm ’ °
ec: Robert L. Keuch ,.éi-

. c
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b < ©Fice of the Clerk Q

3L House of Representufives

Hanhisgton, B, 20519

March 2, 1981

Honorable William H. Webster
Federal Bureau of Investigation
J. Edgar Hoover Building
Washington, D.C. 20535

Dear Mr. Webster:

. 1 am writing to you concerning a subject of considerable
concern to me as the legislative branch officer charged with
maintaining and preserving non-current House documerts and
records under the rules and precedents of tke House of
iRepresentatives. Specifically, I call your attention to
requests filed with the Bureau under the Freedom of Inforrma-
tion Act for correspondence, records or any communications
Ibetween the Bureau and the former House Select Comnittee on

Assassinations ("HSCA").

By letter dated March 26, 1979 to the Honorable Griffin
1Bell, former Chairman Stokes specifically identified the
lproblem which would result from requests uncer the Freedom
iof Information Act for material generated by the Bureau in
response to specific requests by HSCA during its dnvestiga-
tion. That letter requested that "this conzressional material
'and related information in a form connected to the Committee

not be disclosed outside your Department.”

My purpose in writing is to reaffirm the congressional
"{ntent expressed by Chairman Stokes at the conclusion of
HSCA's work in my capacity as archival and custodial agent
.for the House of HSCA's records. In this connection, my
iGeperal Counsel has generally reviewed the congressional
/materials and has determined that none of the congressional
:materials can be released consistent with the letter from
Chairman Stokes asserting the exemption for Congress under .
5 U.S.C. §551(1)(A)(1976), This is our position motwith-
standing the recent decision of a panel of the United States

wabe My
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Court of Appe_.s in Holy Spirit Associati . For The Unifica-
tion of World Christ!an{gx v. Central Intelligence Agency,
Nos. 719-2143, 2202 (D.C. Cit, Dec. 23, 1980), petition for
ehearing filed, (Jan. 21, 1981). We strongly believe that
IChaltman Stoke's letter, together with our reaffirmation by
this letter, comes squarely:within the standards articulated
in the Holy Spirit case, because they predate both the
equest ang any litigation vhich might arise therefrom, two
factors cited by the panel in Holy Spirit as absent. F

As constitution:l officer of the House charged with
lpreservation of House records, I cannot overecphasize the
timportance of maintezining the strictest confidentiality over
irecords gencrated by the Bureau, as well as copies of
i‘congressional materizls retainvd by the Bureav, in connection
with HSCA. ®hile I believe that these letters adequately
llserve to support the withholding of any of these documents
iEnder FOIA, I would appreciate being informed of any such
'requests. In this regard, please have apprcgriate personnel
tiin the processing sections contact my General Counsel concern-
ging requests for HSCA materia%s. .

Sincglely

E S Remadians,
EDMUND L. HENSHAW, JR., Clegk
U.S. House of Representativ

"
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ashingron, D.C. 20003
March . 1981

office of Information and Privacy Appu.ls
U.S. Department of Justice
Washington, D.C.

Dear Sirs:

This is an administrative appeal under the Freedon of Informatiocn
Act, 5U.S.C. B552. I hereby appeal your determination of March 13, 1981
that the material requested in ®my letter of December 12, 1980 is not
part of your agency's records. As yoh may recall, my request was for
paterial relating to the investigation of the U.S. House Select Committee

on Assassinations.

Your determination that all records relating to the Select Committes's
snvestigation mst be withheld is completely unacceptable. At the very
least, émpondence originated by the Bureau and sent to the Select -
Committee should be provided. Furthermore, there is considerable doubt
that even Congressional originated records can be withheld. Cextainly .
wh 26, 1979 Stokes-Bell letter mentioned in your denial must be
provided e before this matter can be resclved to my-satisfactiom.

1 appeel in the hope of an amicable settlement in this matter,

Boweyer, Hywpcsistindmm-emofu\edocumuluuk
ghere . will be no alternative btut to file suit.
$rank you very mich for your Kind consideration in this matier. ES

~ Sincerely,

Wark A, Allen =

€ x'Hgiﬂl‘;'




Mr. Mark Allen 01 MR s
P. O. Box 9032
washington, D. C. 20003

Dear Allen:

fhis is to advise you that your administrative appeal
to the Associate Attorney General from the action by the

Federal Bureau of Investigation on your
request for information from the files of the Department of
Justice was received by this Office on March 20, 1981.

This Office has a substantial backlog of pending appeals
received prior to yours and a shortage of attorneys. In an
attempt to afford each appellant equal and impartial treatment,
we have adopted a general practice of assigning appeals to
Office 3ttorneys in the approximate order of receipt. Your
appeal has been assigned number g1-0422. Please mention this
number in any future correspondence with this Office concerning

this specific appeal. .

We will notify you of the decision of the Associate

Attorney Ceneral on your appeal as soon as we can. The
necessity of this delay is regretted and your continuing

courtesy is appreciated.

sincerely,

Janice Adams

Administrative staff Assistant

office of Privacy and Informatiom -
Appeals




iz, Thomas Bresson

FOIA/PA Branch

Records Management Division
Federsl Bureau of Investigation
¥ashington, D.C. 20535

Dear Mr. Bressont

This is & request under the Freedo
Please furnish me all records relating
House §mesiuums
John ¥XaXennedy aot covered by my FO
Hy request specifically includes, but is
ggency pemoranda, inter-agency peporanda,
gations and all paterial generated by the U.S.
on Assassinations which does nect q

undexr the standords set doxa in
For the reasons given in my

¢hat all copying and search fees be walv
{ernative, I request that these recoxds be
and copying at your public reading roort
In the event of an 1nitial decis
furnish me with an estimate of the B
_qmroxiuu cost of a thorough search.

@ " vashington, D.C. 20003

April 6, 1981

S

n of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. 8552,
40 the investigtion of the U.S.
{nto the murder of President

1A request of Decenber 12, 1980«

pot 1imi

ted to, all infervhX

records of telephone aonvex-

the Coland, Eyan
jetter of Decexder 42, 1 hereby regquest

usber of

House Select Comnittee
ualify as & cengzessional Tecord

and Holy Spirit cases.

ol under the Act. In the al-
sade available for §nspection

jon not o wWaive costs, please fizst
records involved and the
1f you need any addesomel dnfer-

sation or clarificatiom, please contact me at 653-5147.

Sincegely ‘%

Mald

Maxk A.

xi@ITF
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APR 1 51981

Mr, Mark A. Allen
Post Office Box 9032
Washington, D. C. 20003

Dear Mr, Allent

This is in response to your Freedom of Informatior~
Privacy Act (POIA) request dated April 6, 1981, for “records
relating to the investigation of the U. 8, House Select
Comrfttee on Assassinations......not covered by ay POIA cequest
of Deceaber 12, 1980.°

In our letter to you dated March 13, 1981, we stated
that this material is not subject to the POIA pursuant to Tigie ¥,
United States Code, Section 551 (1) (A) (1976).

¥e again re{terate that no material can be releasdd ~
which was generated in response to requests froma tbe U, 8. Awuq
Select Committee on Assassinations pursuant to the above snt\u,

If you so desire, you may appeal to the Associate
Attorney General from any denial contained herein. Appeals
should be directed in writing to the Associate Attorney General
(Attentions Office of Privacy and Information Appeals), United
States Department of Justice, Washington, D. C. 20530, within
irty daye from receipt of this letter., The envelope and tbe
tter should be clurlr marked °Preedom of Information Appeal® *
®Information Appeal.’ Please cite the Preedom of Informatiom=
{vacy Acts (POIPA) number assigned to your request 8o that ft
y be easily identified.

8incerely yours,

/s/

Janes K. Hall, Chief
~ yreedom of Informatiap-
. Privacy Acts Bection
Records Management Diviefea

Cuds bt
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VasY. o D.C. 20003
a1y 15, 1984

APR 1T 1981

Associate Attorney General
United States Department of Justice
Vashington, D.C. 20530

Dear Sirxs

Reference is made to my Freedom of Informatien request of
April 6, 1981 for FBI records relating to the imvestigatien of
the U,S, House Select Comziitee on Assassinatioms, By letter
dated April 13, 1981, Mr. James K, Hall denied me these Tecoxds,
deternining that this material was not subject to the Aet,

I hereby appeal this determinaticn. The court cases whieh I
eited in my letter of request, Goland, Ryan and Holy Spirit, axply
demonsirate that the material I seek cannot be considered congresss-
donal records,

Thank you very much for your kind attention in this mattex.

- Sincerely, 5
S—— Ml Ao
vk A, Allen '
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Office of the A._ocis  Attorney General

= Wirshiagren, D.C. 30558
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Mr, Mark A. Allen Re: Assassinations Commd ttee Racords
P. 0. Box 9032 ;
Washington, D. C. 20003

H
HE

Dear Mr. Allen: i

i
This is to advise you that ygqur administrative appeal
to the Associate Attorney General|from the action by the

Federal Bureau of Investigation _ ©on your
request for information from the files of the Department of .

Justice was received by this Office on ppril 17, 1981.

This Office has a substantial backlog of pending appeals
received prior to yours and a shortage of attorneys. In an
attempt to afford each appellant equal and impartiel treatsent,
we have adopted a general practice of assigning appesls tag
Office Attorneys in the approximate order of receipt. Yo
appeal has been assigned number gj-0614 Please mention this _-
nunber in any future correspondence with this Office concerming

this specific appeal.

We will notify you of the decision of the Associate
Attorney General on your appeal as soon as we can. The
necessity of this delay is regretted and your continuing
courtesy is appreciated.

Sincerely,

Janice Adams .
Administrative Staff Assistant
Office of Privacy and Informationm -

Ce— Appeals
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Mr. Mark A, Allen
post Office Box 9032
washington, D. C. 20003

pDear Mr. Allent

peference is made to your

DEC 31 1881

Preedom of Information Act

(POIA) requests for material pertaining to the work of the

Souse Select Cosmittee on Assass
gor a fee wavier gor this material.

inations and your gequest

Your request for a waiver of fees has been considered
in accordance with the provisions of Title 5, United States Code,

gection 552 (a) (4) (A) which permi
fees in the public interest vhen
‘ggdered as primarily benefiting
question is whether release of

bave requested will result

¢s an agency to waive or geduce
gurnishing i{nformation is oon=
the general public. The principal
the particular information which
in primary benefit to the general

you
public. We have concluded that it will mot and, therefore, your

peguest for a wvaiver of fees is denied.
a number of factors were considered,
e for wh

sation reguested; the purpos

In reaching this decision,

{ncluding the nature of imfor-
jch the information is sought)

the sizse of the public to be benefited; the 1{kelibhood that some

tangible public good

~wdether disclosure is timely with regar
iic interest; its relevance to impor
and whether the mater

1itical issues;)

will be realized as & gesult of this releasej

d to a matter of current
tant legal, social of
{al is personal in mature

or will serve only the private {nterests of the requester.

I¢ you disagree with the decision regarding fee waiver,

or from any other denial contained herein,
to the Assistant Attorney General,
office of Information

should be directed in writing

office of Legal policy (Attentions

you may appeal. Appeals

privecy) o Dnited States pepartment of Justice, Washington, D. Co

20530, within thirty days from

geceipt of this letter. The envelope

ExHIB TV




Mr. Mark A. Allen

and the letter should be clearly marked "Preedom of Informatien
Appeal® or ®tnformation Appeal.® Please cite the Preedom of
Information-Privacy Acts (FOIPA) pumber assigned to your reguest
so that it may be easily {dentified.

S8incerely yours,

Mk‘. Wk [0

James K. Ball, Chief

Preedom of Information-
Privacy Acts Section

Records Management Division

[
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B _} April 21, 1980

MEMORANDUM TO: Alice Daniel

Assistant Attorney General
Civil Division ,
1y s
FROM: Kelson G. Dong »~ /. °
Deputy Associate 'Aftorney General

SUBJECT: Terminatfon of Fee Waiver in FOIA Request
to FBI by Harold Weéisberg

John Shenefield has reviewed your memorandum of March 20 -
vhich concurred in the FBI's recommendation to terminate the fee
waiver previousl fnnted to Mr., Weisberg. He has also reviewed
the memoranda submitted by Quin Shea to you and to Robert Saloschin
on the same subject, glus the March 4 memorandum to Mr. Saloschin
£rom David Flanders of the FBI. ‘

On the basis of that review, Mr. Shenefield agrees vtthm
eonclusion and has asked me to tell you that the Department |
cut off the fee waiver at the appropriate time. I assume that you
or the FBI will take care to satisfy the Kroceduxal requirements,
4f any, under 28 C.F.R. § 16.9 and any other relevant regulations
to ensure that the correct findings will be set forth and the
proper motice given.

If there {s anything else that meeds to be done by this
office, please let me know. Thank you.

ec: Robert L. SBaloschin
Director, Office of Informatiom
Lav and Poliey

Quinlan J. Shea, Jz.
Birestor, Office of Privacy £5 vag
and ormation Appeals

4 C. Flanders, Chief ’
of Information-Privacy
ts Branch

fsecords Management Divisiom
Federal Bureau of Investigationm
SRS B SIS ——
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®g. Medert L. Salosehin . waze) 8, 3960
plzectal : ' s
©lfioe-of Infocmatien Lov _aed Polley T T
‘David G. Planders, Chfef —  ~— "~ - N
Peestex of frfermstion-Trivacy Acte Seaneh | T T

Recorls Kanag:earl Plolefen .
Peleral Boresu of Yasectigetfen = 0 T T -

| PRETIDX OF TXTOPEATI(P AT WELTPSTI OF PR, PARCLD WEZISPER]

-—ei. e = 't e e emes . Cmeses

Pr. Waroeld We’sherq wos ene ©° the early geqQuesters
gog records on the assacsiaaticns ef Prexilent Jobe o -

Cennedy ars Dro Waztim Luthes Kimg, Jre A&fter Wr, Welsberg _ _ .
ha? paid cuslicetion fees and eblaimed a consfceradle :. .
apoust of materisl frem eor Egalquetters giles on both =3 T
the Cornely oald Elng eased, te edtaleed 2 eowcg otbes .. - ...
(zee Attschment §) glving bWals fea waleor for the pecead — -
farge relesre baing mete of gecords frem the Wealqrartees =
files en the Fennedv gasessination. Primarily as a cosuil -7
of ehat orlar, by letter doted Merek 31, 3978 (ece Bttoch- . . °
geat B), Directer Qulnlan Jo Shea, Jr.o O°Clce of Privacy e
anc Iaformation Bpp2als, grante’ Pr, Weigderg a feq valver = -
gor ®geccrse ef the Departmunt of Jestiea ewmpiled persuddl '
te the fnvestigations el the sssasn'ontiean af President e

Kennedy an8 Dr, King,® That walver facluded & velwnd _ _ ‘:”
of the ameunts previcusly patd for duplication costs. P SN

gince the gronting of the valver, ve dave eonptoted
Jocessing end veleace of soa-etempt Fecerds (rom the g
feadquarters main f1l06 @o tye Xennely sssassination (Ciihe
@ the sssasetnetion, on Lee Wervey Osvald apd Jack Padys!
gmong othera) ont the ging assassination (laclecing flles
4n gelated satters Ssch 88 the Memphiis Saniteticn Peckerm
teite), and Ceom eorcesponting files fa selocted Eledd - .
fflces, %m afditien to fecements ia thone maln f8les, -

o have, at Mr, Welsberg's gequest, seacched (ef, ecated,

and precessed o feldes of “ticklere® (cazboa eopies) BOPR 'y, -

By esr thes Cleil Rights oait oa the Eiag sssansimation, siir...
es well as fecleted documents he eonsifored reloted .

the esssspinatione vhich vere 4 -uamu e e oo
®e are esrsontly pracessiag the 1ol tases wslataiped - -

-3 = Ne. Wints (Detached) .

Ea: Attae Jo Jo gificke -
‘> fie, Planders’ (Detached)

4 iz, Bressoa (Detached)




¥r. Robagt L. Saleschin

ty eur Ballas Pleld Office on {ts Eemnely esmaesimatier .
gocorde for Mr, Weleberg, ond dave juet recelvpl a eswe
orfe- in the King case to precess the “abstracts® (Puamary
eacds mefatained on each document) Cor overy Bealguartetcs
decument fn the Ting essassisatien case for crelease R0
Kr. meinberg, We mre of the eplrniea that the Peceral
Beresy ¢f Iavestigatien (PBI) bae, with this materlal,
more than met any Cest of reasosadleness which might be
impcse’ en cur searc® for recerde related te the Eenmmedy
ar?2 Ring esssassinaticasg,

Yl
ol

fr, Wajisharg dees mel agrew, Newever, ant withim
the paat several moaths hao ecendiderelly breabomad hie
requests fer records ea both the Remnedly and Wimg mssasel-
natlens (see the tve £ifferent tequesats ecompcrisleg Attectment
C). Wis reguests feciude the estimated 700,008 pegen
of motertal which vere cempiled by the VBT fer wse fm
the recantly comcleded Congressienal Smvestigations of
the twe assaseimatieas,

. parti; becuunsa the Congress Bat exhaustively
fnvestgated the tvc sssessinatiens ané male & eonsicersbdle
bocy of sdditienal infermstion cencersing them svaileble
te the podlic, an? partly Gecouse, 88 stoted previessly,
the 73! bhae more than mat amy test of reasemgbliensns in
fte sedceb for vecerds telated to the twe oesassimatiems,
wve ore of Rhe epinfon that the pydlic fmterest woulc met
be segved by maki{mg forther recerds available te Nr. Weiaderg
at no charge. We prepose, therefere, to eamplete Rbe
precossirg cf materiels described {n the secoad paragraph
of this lotter mn which processisg has begun, inclelimg
the epecial Index fres Dolles ané the Neadguartars adbstroeets
en the Xing sssaseinsticr, and release them to Rr, Beisberg
st no eharge, Bme further requeots, lmelwding Chose im
Atcachment ¢, wosld {n our viev be ewtside the feo walver,
~he fecs pudlishes {n the Cols of Pedoral Regulotions for
searches and duplicetion wonld apply, end Xr, Weioberg vouwld
be ee ebvised.
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WAROLD WEISBERG, )] - S
Platneies, c -

- % ) ' L3z civil Actfon mo. 77-2188

Upon consideration of platntifsery motion for prelimtmary
injunction and Gefendants® motidh to @ismiss ‘ang Supplemental
®otion to @ismiss or for patthl.‘ OD.IAt’ Juégment, the .

" Remoranda of point.s and avthorities £4le8 by the tesp_ect.ln i
.paruu in support thero?f and 4n opposition thereto, of the

- entire record berein, and of the argument of counsel {p epan '

. Court on this day, ang for the reasons set forth by the court
L, 4n $ts oral decisfon this days it 1s by the court this 16
‘ * @ay of January, 1978, ’

- ORDERED that Plaintiff’'s motion for preliminary uj“et.u.

e, and gt herery I, Senied; . .=

And 1t appearing that defendapty® refusal to waspe
° ' fees {s arbitrary and capricious, f¢ go _ el

o~ - PURTHER ORDERED that defendants shall make a copy of tae
o &aterials scheduled tpx_-'relnn ©n January 18, u'n. availadig

e . b » . ° . - - . :
CRIFPPIN BELL, gy AL, , Y L. :.‘-’;%
- —f " Defendantg, "_’ . . A 1 -7 g

-80 plaistiff, withoue é!urgc. vith all reasonable ‘lmt&! SRy
- - Q . ;

i g

~aed gt 95" . - .

] - 5 . - S0
KM ORDEXED that this Gecisfon Is 1im{ted to the” 4 8
I . 8 berein presented and show _39 .ggh_:“ strued TR

as uuu'uu., Precedent for cases iavolving ether

@ =R,
= M. N L — .
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Janes N. Lesar, Esquire 4 .
Suvite $00 L

910 Sixteenth Street, M. W, i
‘Waghington, D. €. 20006

Dear Mr, Zesar; ’ .
By letter dated July 12, 15.77. X conveyed to you my -

decision to modify the action of Director Kelley on the Tequest _ -

of your client, Mr. Marold Keisbery, for a vaiver of fees
assessed against him ag a resuit of his reguest for access ¢o
fFecords pertaining to the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. You vill recall that By (Becision was to reduce by
forty percent the reproduetion teei Nr. Weisberg would be e~
Quired to pay, :hat is, from $.10 per Page to §.06 per page.

Subsequently, by letter dated Janvary 12, 1978, 3 agalin
modified a decigion of Director Eelley on a fee waiver zeguest
Submitted by Mr, Welsberg. Shis was in connection with his
Xequest for access to records pertaining to the assassination

©f President John P, Kennedy. My action $n reducing the repro~

duction cost as to these records from §.10 per page to $.06 per
Page was eventually determined by Judge Gesell to have been
inadequate. Ne ordered the Department of Justice to make the
S8o-called second release of Xennely records available ¢o .
Mr. Weisberg at mo cost to him. The Department of Justice has

Rov determined mot to appeal from Judge Gesell's Order. Under ST
these circumstances 4¢ Seens appropriate to me to reconsider o v
&y own action of Januvary 12, 1878, and I have done so. In modi-

£ying the action of Director Kelley regarding the XKennedy

records
©n Januvary 12, 1978, 2 expressed the opinfon that your elient’s

case for a waiver regarding the Xing records en the basis of
benefit to the general pubg!e had been even stronger than was
Bis case for a waiver as to Kennedy records. Accordingly, I
Bave also reconsideres By action on the Xing fee waiver.

In zecognition of the unique role Mr. Weisberg has played
- da.the history of freedom of information and the benefit ¢to the

r’:cul Publie being served by the release of these records ¢o
° e :

=

Justice compiled pursvant to the investigations of the assasgfe &
aatiecas ef President Xennedy and Pr. Xing should be furnished « 5§

Bave mov determined that records of the Department of 2§




dncludes, but is mot 1imited to, the rederal Bureau of Zave et
gation. %o whatever extent this decision of mine will “oe
Che refund of fees already paig by your client, you s Vs - o
— ®ommunicate @irectly with the appropriate components. -
o s
If you have any questions concerning this matter, @o :
®ot hesitate to call me at (202) 739-4082., I am looking .
forwvard to ®eeting you and M, Weisberg on April €. .
8incerely, c . T
. Benjamin R. Civilettd 77 Tm v e

L

S e Qe

- o Mr, Weigberg without charge. This decision apoelf!el!lt 'f‘:- . -

Acting Deputy Attorney General

Quinlan J. Shea, Jr., Director

Bys
- e Office of Privacy
: €C: Mr. Harold Weisberg
Lynne Zusman, Esquire
° All Freedom of Informatien

. Coordinators, Department’
of Justice

and Information Appeals
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e wcst - UREEDOM OF DFORATION PEQUEST (F HAROLD WRISPR] . o sovcs-
35"@ Ty R P '~ BN ey A 5 b
B -5 K sygnts pequest 48 for 811 dnforestion dirently or dndirectly relpted Bb
.. v -dhe gosassination of President John F. Kennmiy, regardless of fure, jeruirae
Sas A evor origin, no metter how or where flled or dsanribed or oapt faned apd vhethe "
;'i «Yeorpot gllegedly fupliceted in any other FRI or other fijes mn?- l. & 5 .

- _- , “ec ‘. t'..J"—. . " . ° L4 .'. Dy @ .
;-% e <™ : This request includes all records of, provided to or pertaining 8o @il vy ..
AW -=:-gevestigations of the assassination, official or private, regardless of lote-. <.l ..
¥ =3 tion or character, and all records pertaining directly or indirectly to all "t -}‘.!
WalZ 7+ persons involved in or by such investigstions and 8l records of any comment, ~° T
s amlysis or any other reference to such {nvestigations and/or p:ga-. par-
ﬁ; ~gicularly but not 1imited to executive agencies, the Congress, ters, i W
e Jo ~owriting, pudblication or any other means or instrumentalily of sesking 6F g .. '
‘1__ <, @achieving information, conclusions, publig attention or soquiring any in- e &
: g&-"ﬁ.ﬁ :Pormmtion leading to such ends and copies of such records made avellshle :
3.5 .-+ @nyone elsg at any time or plsoce. |

L °

. i
1208 This request includes all the foregoing with regard to alleged oon- Y ll' 2 %
4
<

‘e
®
‘R

L%y ;. epirecies and investigations or any other records of or pertaining (o them, 1.
;1?"‘ fhose allegedly involved in them, those allegedly contributing Lo tha, @s: ’1:

-¥°73 .for exanple the ClA-kickback and the Castro-kickback theories, tncluding _
EEV.57:: pot 1imited to alleged mobsters, Castroites, anti-Castroftes. . ‘ o
oI O : . : T
Blse¥7> " Tnis request includes coples of 81l relevant ‘indinea, ticklers and/or "

ey eimilar records or records serving similer purpases, . .
i This request includes any and 61l records relating to any cestmeuu“, 5 ‘
'L of emy records within this all-inclusive request, together with copies of P
7 pecords relating to the seeking or failure to seek authorization for any @e-|°,°
o: » gtruction or eny evthority for any destructien, _ - . N P
oo P . ° e . T A A e
?_.‘few:z-- This request includes ary and all records ducdb:d sbove relating @ 2 .
'=¥?M¢'Mtot)noeuucd'¢duu‘;‘mdﬂddwlmmto .-‘.‘.___
1 f¢he orime and any operations or other efforts to counter or rebul them and g
Cheir allegations. N LT .. . --..,»‘_;,-;'- .
ST, This request includes any and a1l records described sbove relsting —
Sadirectly er indirectly to any other alleged crime or other related all

O o=
s NIRRT
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i 7627 014 Receiver Rood .

| " Prederick, WD 2001 e

| = Decesber 4, 1979 X

; = = e - T

f %r, Bevié C. Flanders N *
L POIA/PA Branch .

! Pederel Bureau of Investigetion .

; ®ashingten, D.C. 20535

Dear Mx. Flenders: .

Almost mine months ago I duitd the enclesed faforaatiem

gequeot end the accompanying letter to&:. Bressen, istending to

@iscuss thes with Nr. Lesar. It then vhs mot possible to have this
ecosulteticn. I then forgot watil I came scross a copy of the )
enclosed rough drafe. It Goes mot have the fdentified ettechments

L seferred to. 1f you desire them and cennot ebteis them convenieatly )
’ €rom your ovn records, T will search for them and provide them.

R Our focilities and copsbilities are limited and we ave

_getting sloag in years, so I bope you will enderstand =y wse of a

merox of the vough draft for thie request vother than baviag my wife

; getype it.

Sincerely,

? - ° o Barold Wefoberg

L4

} ’ Bacilesure .

?‘ = N ® 4 ) S

I .
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; ] m- L0 wy request under:POIA ond PA Sor 023 reserds @f q %
— = ~form, Boures or origia losated nd/or e0ll00%ed Por wlﬁ'—'hi
or BOt provided to the Pecent Eouse Seleot Comittes ea lqnu!ntur
for all such records @ireotly or fudirectly melating to pelitfead LN
, " essasoinations losatel and/or eollected for and/er provided ¢o @ “f';‘
: ‘ mot provided .to the Senate’'s inteliigense somittes and )umnq,.
L ﬂu‘rorur Sc?uoxhr suboommittes; for a1l Saventories scked &t lll/p i
| ’roqdoa vy qu £101d offices and pffices of logal attaches and m ‘ra
; .gbjr part of the @, fnolusing Bhsdquarterss for all indle0s, - -;”f
": I estalogues or Snventories of any form or mature relating €o e . _g’}
P ¢ torogo!él for 0ll resords relating @ireotly or indireotly 0 e - ,:
' e0lleoting snd the providing end/er mot proviéing of such pesords o;
. ! to Bhese eommittecs; and for any and gll pecords prepared .qr “thﬂ. N
_' or ‘o be oompiled, prior o full apd eocmpls to eomplience with this ;
poquent, Pelating to thess committess and thalr work, partleularly =
5. Sut mot 1imited to what L0 Belleved 8o be error in or eritielem of . .
h‘ thesr work, eonclusions, reports er any other published material, " TRY
-npoohn: with rogard ¢o dDut mot Almited o exooutive agensies .
‘and thelr functioning and those kmovn me erities ef the H2LLsial
: uphmuou of thooo assaneinat fons and tbo uouln &lvolnl ia
- mu oxphmuou ond fovestigetiems. . . .. 7. . '-.' ‘,j,
. -3t

- Information requent of Marold Welsberg

' 'mp-' sadu it L e T D
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Mr. John M. Shene. 214

Associsto Attorney Ceneral eor _,

Sis, Alice Daniel PP DA HNRCOY0 s Bf™-
asgietant Attorncy General 1¢5-12-25%0 =
civil Digheion Tel: €33-3768 H
Termination of Larold telsberg's #- ¢

FOIA Pee Waiver &

® o= <

On farch 31, 1978, the Department of Justice granted.
Mx. Barold Welsberg a complete POIA feo waiver for hie assas-
sination recorés roquests. According to Quinlan €hea’'s iotter
©o Nr, Woisberg's attorney (sce Attachment A), ®cecords of the
Department of Justice corpiled pursuvant ¢o the investigations
of the assassinations of President Rennedy and Dr, Xing should
be furnished to Iix, Weisberg without charge.® This decisiom,
aocording to the FBI, has resulted in zeleaso of 214,580 peges
of docunente free of charge. Another 103,354 pages are ¢ bo
zeleased to Kr. Welsderg soon. At 10 cents per page, the savings
o Mr., Weleberg will total over $30,000. In addition, the PEI
estimates that the cost to tham of processing ealy the Gocuneats
already reloased has been over $500,000.

Zn early December 1979, iz, toisherg filed a mow POIA reguest
with the 3l for all records “proviced or mot provided” ¢o ths
Mouse Select Camittce on Assassinations. (Cee Attaciment D)

The PBI estimates that, interpreting Ilir. Weisberg's request reason~

ably (vhich is mot mecessarily the way he will ask that it bo

faterproted), 700,000 additional pages of documcnts will have

¢o be processei, We are advised that the manpowur cost 0f proces-
ing and releasing these docuzents could exceed one million dollars.

{' believe, eonsequentiy, that this is an appropriate time ¢o com-

sider terminating Mr, Weisberg's POIA fee waiver.

It appears that Farold ¥eisberg is currently using his fees

| waiver to asserble the “Harold Weisberg Memorial Archives® at the

Oaiversity of Wisconsin-Ctevens Point. These archives consist
mostly, 4f mot exclusively, of documents zeceived by him

the FBI and Dopartment of Justice. Prior to the gramtimg
of the fee waiver, Mxr. ¥elsborg socmed content to secarch for
@ocuments that might "prove” govermment eorplieity in the Eemmedy
ond Ring murders. Hore recently, hovever, he seems interestad

EPN
=

..-{
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! peinarily in asscrbling duplicaten of evory tdocc of peper

i 4n the ernnont's pocoession zolating to the assacsinitions.

. ¥his &x for “corplctonoss®, which has Lhen maic possitle
the feo ‘Vcr. explains in pact his ethervise incxpl icille

cnahttln?n over mninor issued.

2. Siciclerg‘s current uueaﬁm with the Dopertment
of Justice will continuo unalatel vhether the feo wiver &8
torminated or mot, Without the foo waiver, hovaver, he would

interest to him. In tho ease ©f the Jouse Selrct Comittoe
flles, an end to the feo waiver would prohably ferce Nf.
kaisbera to cut back on his request for 900,900 or moce
peges of often irrolcvant or duplicative Aocvmonts.

¥r. \ioieberg eclains thet his work (to guoke grer. one ©f

ais affidevits to ¢hs D.C. District. pu't) ¢ ...xasuits in
tho exposure of official risdeods, perticulerly by esployest
ard officiale of the popartment of Sustice.” Cancelling <.
¥cisborg's fee waiver may well bring rore such accusations.
Sowever, amother charge that may eventually bn rade ic thet
_¢he Dcpartmant vithout a word of ovposition allowed sul~
stantial tax éollars to bo spent on the “Weisherg sAreorial”.
eaie charge EAY woll be rorc daraging vhere, as here, all
the docwents requested fron the ouse Select Cormnittes file
have been relcascd previously in their entirety o WI‘J

actachrents (2)

 ect Mobert L. Saleschin, Director '

office of inforration Iavw an” Pollicy
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Wnited States Mepartment of Justice
OFFICE OF THE ASSOCIATE ATTORNEY GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 38830 s
MEMORANDUM March 27, 1980
TO: Robert L. Baloschin, Director

Office of Information Law and Policy

FPROM: uinlan J. Shea, Jr., Director
ffice of Privacy and Information Appeals

SUBJECT: Preedom of Information Requests of Mr. Earold
Weisberg

Reference is made to Mr. Flanders' memorandum
to you dated March 4, subject as above.

I have no strong objection to placing this subject
on the agenda of the Freedom of Information Committee, although
I see no real need to do so. I disagree with many of the asser-
tions in Mr. Planders’' memorandum. I do not agree that the
Bureau has searched adequately for °King” records within the
scope of Mr. Weisberg's numerous reguests. In fact, I am
not sure that the Bureau has ever conducted a “search® at all,
dn the sense I (and, I believe, the POIA) use that word. It
is confusing two totally different matters == the scope of
his requests administratively and the scope of a single law-
suit which we claim is considerably narrower than his admini-
strative requests. Bot really touched on in Mr. Planders’
memorandum, but very much involved in this matter, is the
issue of what are ®duplicate® documents for purposes of the
Preedom of Information Act. The Bureau has rejected = still
informally, but very emphatically == the position I espouse
(and with which you agreed in your informal comments on my
earlier memorandum to you). Lastly, but very important, is
the matter of the scope of the fee waiver granted to ——
Mr. Weisberg. In my view (and as intended by me at the :
time it was granted), the waiver extends to all records abomt
the King assassination, about the Bureau's investigation @£ o
the King assassination (not at all the same thing), about §'
the "security investigation® on Dr. King, and about the '3




(2)

Bureau’s dealings with and attitudes towards its ®friends®

and its “critics” as they relate to the King case. The -
key point is that it extends to records by virtue 6f their -
subjects and contents, to the extent they can be located ~ =
with a reasonable effort =- and is not determined by wheze e
and how the Bureau has filed the records. Although the -
Bureau has departed from its initial position in both the

Ring and Kennedy cases (that the only relevant records

are those filed by the PBI in the main files on those cases
and/or the very principal “players®), it has done so very
reluctantly and to a very limited, factual extent. I am
personally convinced that there are numerous additiomal
records that are factually, logically and historically
relevant to the King and Kennedy cases which have mot yet

been located and processed = largely because the Bureau

has ®declined” to search for then.

It is perhaps unfortunate that Mr. Weisberg is
the principal requester for King and Kennedy records. BEe
has heaped so much vilification on the PBI and the Civil
pivision =- & considerable part of which has been inaccurate
and some of which has been unfair =- that the processing of
his efforts to obtain these records has almost become an “us”
against "him" exercise. My view has always been that the
two cases are too important to the recent history of this
country for that attitude to have any permissible operatiosm.

The problem I have is that, although I know
that what the Bureau wants the Committee to approve would
contradict or be inconsistent with promises made to
Mr. Weisberg by Bureau and Department representatives,
and to representations made in court, and to testimony
before the Aboureszk Subcommittee, I do mot have the time
to carry out the extensive research that would be reguired
for me adeguately to represent Mr. Meisberc's interests

“before the Committee, in an effort to avoid the very real

blot on the Department’'s ®scutcheon which would result from
the approval of the Bureau's posftion. Accordingly, if this
matter is to be placed on the Committee's agenda, I stromngly
zecommend that Mr. Weisberg and his lawyer, Jim Lesar, be
invited to attend and participate in the discussions.

oc: Vincent Garvey, Bsq. -
Civil Divisien o

.nupoctor Planders 3
 Pederal Bureau of Investigation 3
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Mr. Barold wWeisbesg : 7
7627 01¢ Receiver Road S
PrederIck, Maryland 21701 oL e w
Dear Mr. Welsbergs ) -
\

On Janvary 16, 1978, United States Distriet v
Jofge Gecrhard Gesell erdered the Peleral Bureas of Tavestie .- i
‘gation to make a copy of Che materials conmcermimg &he .. - ....-
assagsination of President Sehn P, Rennely which were .
. wcheduled for release en January XV, 3978, sveilable. e = - -
gou at mo eharge. By letter dated tareh 31, 1978, ¢d

your attormey, Mr. Lesar, the Department ef Justice.alvl

gou that records ef the Department of Justice 13eF -

pursvent to the f{mavestigations of the assassi {ons of -

, Qregident John P, Kennedy and Pr. Rartia Luther \Kieg,

foo would be fucnished to you pursvanf 6 yoet Faguests

ender the Preedom of Information Act (POIA) without echarges—

88 & result, & consiferadble volume of materlial frem ewr
Headguarters and & mmber of eur fleld effices m hn

t-n!ched to you at mo charge.

L8 ey ;
:
, |
» \
v N
- .
. .
.
i

Hovever, after the granting of this fee u!nr

ou have mede additienal ceguests feor material which yew

1feve {8 related to the assgssimatieas end for whish .
oes shonld also be waived

The fee n!nr J:ntca by e-i. Gesell was _
specific as to seope in t 48 particulacly vefezred

te the materisle scheduled for release ea Jameary 8, o
1978. The Depactment of Justice letter of Rarch 31, ;m. s
416 mot gpecifically address ¢to what exteat the walver - -- _
vould Do applicabie. This letter, signed by Rr. Quinlen l. .
2y J%.o On Hehalf eof ltm-u Ccaonl elvlutt ﬁl % ?:
thea the Acting Depsty Attep Q&l >
g:i-at a8 belag .nlnbh ¢! r'
tice osmpiled puceuant h eha umemu-u.. 3 .
sassinatiens of Presidest Keanedy Sc, Raotll -
uﬁg. o J8.° 3¢ fs euwr -ﬂouaﬂ cm- = g
pree nn was pot ehgoop gor opee tie perpesp ¥
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- &oen u:ocuud_ puresant 00 the PORR. . . ... - sroe
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meo Baveld Wold sy | LI AT Eeioen

of Goeiding o Issve as G0 the soepe since the question™ o
ef scepe ves mot & matter mmimtua the eimey T
gt fo elear mtounouuclhuzhﬂwdn&« .
palver granted after material eeatal in the gececds ,‘-ﬂ‘;:-
our main case Ciles of the ReaneSy enl Eing assass{ s

ntcr.o thoreugh eensideratien of this angeer b
§¢ Das Deen deternined to 1imit the fee waiver to the .
@ateriel which has alceady Deem @ent te you, and gh _

golleving epecific ftemss . - .. T v, e, 8 e
(1) The Delles Pleld Office special fmdex
. (3 2 S §ndex) to the Eennely essassinaties
materialsy

- e =

(2) A& crose-reference (to e prepared) of . - ius s
previously relessed Bev Ozleans Remmely —- .0 -
assassination Gocuments Co thoee frem | - =~
Sallas end P31 Bealguazters (FBIER)9 °T°7 07

(3) BDecuments fzem the Ballas and Wev Ocleems -_l.
Cennedy eseassination matecials which you . ...
were afviced Da@ Deen previeusly processed :
at PRIEQ, but which we are waadle to lesate
fa the materials released fzem PBIBQ? . . .--—- - -

(¢) Documents eoncerming either sssassimstiea . .
which vere referzed by the ¥BI to ether o
govermment ogencies, vwhenever theese
aze zeturned te the ¥BI for geleane.

Sovever, cestemary €eplication and search fees viil be -.
asseosed for all ether materisls requested gou suwch .
as, but met 3imited Qe Pecender &, 1979, reguest
for FBI cececds furale ¢to @erteis e-nm-:un Committoes .
.Ouring their fuvestigations ef the zing ond Keanely naul-,*..
satiens, end geer Ny 22, 1980, ceguest Cor Gocwmomts ~_ . ;..
pertaining to the processing esd pelesse of n-& i il
assassinatiea gecerds peeviessly éiselesed ender | DO, =

) . & % & -‘?_&‘0-'-

Smeag tde fosters eensidered ia seashing Wde T T -
Setornisstion vere the ameest oF saterfel elrealy i=ed.
relsticaship

[ 3 charge, the
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