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The Select"Commlttc_:.-~n _Assa~slnatlons (the Committee} l/~S 

established in - th_e s econd. session cf the 9~th Conare~ s by 

House Resolution .1540~ . 122 Co_ng. Rec: . 1_41 nt 111035G. (Sept~mucr 

i 
I 

17, 1976)_. Th~ 95th Congr!iss :-rcicon-stftuted the comm! tter. hy llousr, 

Res ·ol_ution 222; · 123 Cong. R<:c· H800 (February 2, ··1977hnd extended 

its dur~_tion for _ the length cf .. the 95th Congrcss ' by ·11ous·c Rcsol~~io1 

· " 1133, 123 Cong. 1lc·c. 112739 (llari:h 30·, 1977), llou~e ncsolutlon 760, 

123 Cong. Rec: 1110254 (September 28,, 1977) granted the co:.:.;,ltte e 

author! ty to make nppl i_c.~ti _ons fo courts . for grants of irnmunity 

and other limited purposes,· and to brinp and dcfc-nd la,:s ults in par ­

ticular !ypcs of cases in order to obtain information relevant to 

the _committee's inquiry • 

. nw·Jegislative mandate ·or the select Committee 11~~ primarily. 

·· The sclect·commlttei or a subcommltt~e thereof 

is authorized _. end _dir~cted to conduct a fun __ n~d c __ ornp~ete 

investigation a·nd _study of the circumstances surrounding 

the assis sinatlon and death of President John F. Kennedy 

and th~ assas s ination nnd d~~th 6f .Hartin ~vther King , 

Junior , and of any other persons the s ele c t co mmilt r.~ 

s hall dctcriine might be relate~ to clthcr . 4eath _in order 

to asc~rtain (1) lihether the." exis"ting h1'1 S of the United 

S i:at~s. tnciuding but not 1 lmited to laws n '1 a tin9 t o th e 

:; ~fa:y a nd pr n tcction of the President of th e United St;;tes, 

. a ssa s sinations of the Pre s ident of the Unite~ S t ates . depri -

1.:~ ~~on of civil ri ; :lt s , a,1J c1:>nt~i ratie s r '! l .,t ~rl th ': rc!o, 

as 11ell a s the. Investigatory jurlsdlctlon · nnd cap~bllity 

"b f a ge ncie s i nd dcpart~cnt: of the United Stntc s Govern ment , 

· nre ~dequa te; either In their provisions ~r in t he ffl ann~r of 

t he ir :n f ,;- :t .~~ nt; 11nd \Z) ~hc ···: ~r ~:,er ~ ';O s-full · :!i :; : l vs~r!:' 

?i nd shi)rfn!J .of 1nforr.t~tinn ~ncl cv\d ~ncc ?'lr.,on9 ,\~ l: n ;:I ;•; <' nci 

1.,3 
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dep~fti:.cn'{;; o"r' the u~i"t~d'st·~t;;;··c-o~-~-~nmc nt d11rl119 the, 

r. i{~f~~~{{E· ·~Aj;:ci~~~~-t'lg.atfon~ int~ thos e, ,bth:;; 
--- - .-·--- .. . 

ll nd ~,,;~Uier ~-;,.Y e·vl"i:tcnc'e or 'informatfon trhich ,,as not fn 

the ;~;-/~~~;·;~ -~/~~y'"agenc~ -~r ·;;:p·a·~;,,;c~t ~f th. Unlt~tl 
-·· _ .. ...-- ...... -~. , ..... - -·-· -·· .. -··· 

States Government fnvestlgatlng either death uould hnve 

_ _. lieen of.:_a_~~i.?._tan_~e to that agency or department, ~nu 

.u hy such information was not provided to or collected 

by the appropriate a_gency or department; and s hall ina~e 

recommendations to• the House. if the select committee 

deems it appropriate, for the amendment of existing legis­

lation or the enactment of new legislation. 

t~e S~leci Committee identified four tnain issues to he analyied 

.::safu

5

sl:irn11(1s) ·1_

0

tsf · lcg.lshtiv_e mandate. First, who uas or ;ic,re the I 
•• President John F. Kennedy and Dr. Hartin Luther King, 

Jr.? Second, · did the assaisl~(s) have any aid or ~ssistance elthcr 

'before . or after the assassina~lon? Third, did the agencies and 

depa'r.traent s of the United State_s Government adequately perro~m ::.-.:.·, 

their duties and functl~ns fn (a) coll cc ting and s haring information 

!prior to the as~.assinations, (b) protecting John F. Y.t:nnedy nncl 

. 11art1n Luther l;ing, Jr. and (c) conducting investig~tlons into eac h 

ossass1nation and coordinating the results of those 1nrestig~tlons . 

Fourth, given the evidence the se lect committee uncover ed, vis the 

amendment of existing legislation or . the enactment of ne" legislation 

appropriate? 

11. Committee Organization 

· The C:ommitt.ee was composed of twelve inembers of the llousc. 

1,.0\JIJ ):-OXt:1,0~1',0..h.a• 

?:.lciiJ.l\tJ)O~ rn't'ftn. },,.,i)I r:.a.,..,,.i,,. CIA).JUtl. L bT.'\"'"'r' ... Dl\l• 
"W'ALTT.P. !: . T.l \..-,1"1'1\0Y, 01rw, ..tc.,:..,...W. rTl:•'AhTll. lltl.:l~ST.Y. cu .. nlCl":t 

·- yY0St-r:11"A':'lfY"J,.l-;r.M:nt:?,t'.a:..:.W ::1.h CIIA.11.L?.\TTIOSZ:.>-~~ 
c:1 •u-;-ru·:1,::11 ~1?;>!l, :-~_..,.,.. :U.):"1-., J. u·,r:>..Jr .. \.,c,) 
ll.1.10:,;.':>;,,, , r:>l•':>. T""__.. 
:>" '. !:1':"":>l.}'lT."U:". J...-11-
:;::0~t.~T "'· :oo>.lL. ,.,.....r\TM,1,. 

Tl,e Cou«nitti,t· 11,H dividrcl Into t>Jo s uhcoinmlttr es, to cnrry 

out the inl'est lgatio n of the tHo major cases within il , ;,;;ndJtec. 

l·lc1nber s serving on tbc l1 of th~ sub~ommittc~ ~~re as i·~110~1s: 

;-,1,..-i,1.-,,. .. 1\1 
.f,.u, .,. r....,uo . !/ - · 
.;..l•J'.~~, 
:;1c:1!. ::: 01011 7i\S::Tr.

0

l'~ o---oa 
rn ... -.r .. •A..\TIITA,0.(. )UJ.\:L 

, __ r;_ .. _,..!.-;"'7 ____ -- .... . -,..;J.- ·--

N-'-• )U 
,,1..-....,J-'-U 
~i--;::t:.~.JJ • 
";"1.l.T~1,._71.mr-r:: ci·.o.: .. ...... 
.,, l ,o:..:>:... l'O le".:J __ ........ .. -- ... ...... --· . . :--::.::.·.::.':.·.·.J 
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l l 1.'..:·0r3an 1-z~.:lo_n:..of the . . ~taff . _,.....,.;.·"..:.:.~--- .• 

T!~e:8!.~,i!mt.?!--100.~."o.t,the . st.a ff. i,as designed 'to i.icfl ltHn t h~ 

1~plc111t?_n_1.1fJDl)f::-Ci.[_;~ h·L1n.Hst1g~tive pl~ns · t hat h~!i l>~ _t n formulahu 

for ~ach. Clise·:-· The chi.cf counscJ. •. J~ho was ·appointed on July 1, ----· . ·--=- -. . . .. ··- ·---- .. . .. . 
1977, l)eaded., tfi.C?_.cntfrc . staff •.. The. substantive lnvestl-gHlon teas 

divided into . two task forces, cine t~~1nvestigate the death of 

President r.ennedy and another to 1nvestl.gate ·t he tlealh of Dr. l'.lng. 

tac h task for~e~~a~ headed by a deputy c hie f -counsel and then f urth er 

s ubdivided to focus on particular issues that had been identified. 

The individual teams on each task force were composed of a combination 

of attorneys, ·Investigators and· researchers t hat uor~_ed to9ethcr on 

part lcuh r ~reas or issues. (S.ec ·the sc hematic diagram that depicts 

the f unda me nt~J orgaillzation . . of -t he staff.) 

CHIEF COU~HL Si'tClht COt.r1SEl 

OEP~n (:!;iff CC:).~SEL 
P.U 

LECAL UNIT ,IJl~llt!STRATl\'E 
UIIIT 

CEPUTT CllltF COU~l!L 
J n 

SPtCIAl 
!X'IESf.lGATiO~S 

· · ...:... . • 

SPEC IAi. 
L------111!'/ESTJc:.!.TI0:15 

.. tach tea"' fl3s ... comro~ed nf a co:,,blnatfon of flttorncvs, Jnvestlp~lnrs anti 
lleseHchcrs. 

1 V, Jlal:i:··up···of· t he HlY.-JFK Document Systems 

in po s scssfnn of approxi~atcly 370 cu~fc feet of filr ~. The rnatcri,,1 

contained In those files reflected the following cDt 39orl ~s : . · 

l) Ch ~~f fic,t motcr l nl~ on lonn from fetlerol '•!>1·ncfc:; 

2) Classified ~at~rfals from f ederal ~g~rcfts vhor ~ no 

sl lpul ot lo~ .. o.r .. loM 11,,s m>tle; 

3 ) Unclns s fflcd ~aterlal s from fedcr~l age"cl r, : 

~ } H.l t ~rf a l s ~~n : ro ! ~c! b v !:n::,ml tf' •• 1: ,. .., .,.,. "''- --~ ' · --' 
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,, . liccn -~l~s-Hled by fr dcral ,encl es (I. e., docu 01P. nt i-e­

qu csT littc~s, not ~s fr om cl ass HI ctl docu:;,en t s ) ; 
_ ....... ~.,;--:.·~-=-. - •. • • 

5 ) · }1 ~,t,!l,!;-J-il~-5::<>.n..:.1.oan. rro111 prl -va te indivldu 3ls; 

. si-::11atcr..l_11Js. :9en~rat.eJl.-,-a.n_d . • a~.qu1r~d .. h.Y the H arr 1n the ~--- .-::.~ 

.··· -~c~uf~~2ii~1ts.i .. 111vesti ga t ion, incl ud I n.9 , Jiu t not 1 lmftc d to: 

··· :~J:;..;.rn·tcrv.1 c1(. reports, - . ..::~:. _. · ···· 

-.a •,--_\) ~~t~t-go_l ng~ D·~d -• 1 n: oml.~g· ~O~r:s pondl?nC<! 

·cge~~les· an~ Individual s, 

c) outside contact reports, 

~o ~ nd fror:, 

d) inaterlals nnd reports generated by scientific con-

sultants to th! Committee, and 

c) dcposit1on transcripts; 

7) Transcripts of Committee opcn session hc~rlngs ond 

r,cetlngs; and 

B) Transcripts of Committee executive scssion hearings and 

meetings. 

As noted, many of these materials were loaned to the Committee 

by federal, Stbte and local gov·ernmental agencles, ns well . as pri ­

vate individuals. Beciuse of their historical signiflcnncc, t~~- · 

Committee was concerned about the ultimate disposition of these 

materials once they were returned to their original custodians . 

D1scusstons ~ere had wtth each of the agencies to ~ssure the re ­

tention of the affected materials and the.Committee requested that 

wherever possible, they be retained Dqd kept separ~te within the 
i 

agency' s file. Those dlscu.ssions resulted In the folloidn!) dispo -

sit ion: 

1) The C_en_tral Intelligence Agency 

o·: -·-ii11·-;lbss'ified matcr.lals (with the ex ce ption of 

Commlttiie Interviews , depo s l tlons nnd executive hearing 

transcripts) were returned to the ngency . The ngcncy 

Pgree·d·Jo _s·~ ore _the materlnls sepH,,tcly fror: i ts 

·other f11 cs·; 

2 ) Th e r~~!r?l Dur~~u or lnvestig)tion. 

n. All clPSsifled materials were returned to t he 

nureou. They nrc to Le 1n~lntn!11 c- d "·pnrotely. 

3) . The Dallas ·Police Department. ~ 

'fin e>cept1un to thn cotc9o ry " "s the dtctobcl ts nnd topn of thr. · 
police dep•rtment contalnln? the so und s received on the d , p hrtmr• '. 

· pollc! radio on no v • . 2~, 1953. These ~~terl~ls utre turn~d over • 
,, . • 11 - ~·-·-~~~--!-~:::·~=~--~J~ ~~~u co r 1sx or lcr l o l, , bodi l y 1, ~r~. 

I 

1/ 



I. 
i 

'.i_t . \ 
·- '\ _ _ ,r._-. ... , •• ~ •. 

. --· -·-·.···· .. -· .··~-- ·; ·---·-· 

t ·,;_::.\ .. - .. . 

t 
.... 

'; , 

-

.· .--. -- . ..... . 

f.• 

5-
- ·-·· -- ·-· ·· · - . ---- · 

" • n11_in_a_tcrlals loaned to . he- Commlttcr, i,y 

"(h~-H~s Pol lee were returned . ll,~ ;:, Her.is 

..::ha,1'.'.;Jir-~Y 1 OUS°l,Y- be ~TI~3 l TI tJ 1 n~d ~ c pa r ,1 ~ e l y. and 

. . _.:: ... . :,_.~ __ ;.,.._._:·.,_· .. ,;-'-=':i",fl"i:::Coritl nue .to~.be-• so . -, .,, ..... : .. ....... , .,, ... ,.. . . · .. c:··.-::,· 

·,. ··4)··. ·:si,;;,:#~~~~i~i'tstl'fct J\ttorn~y -General's Officn . 

°.:-::~~yr:,;;_~tcjl~is.;;t:c~cc.lved--f-roni Sh-~lby County \IHC 

·;~,:-,r,"~:retur.!l~_ci/,·rlicy 'Hf_"sepfr'atcd fr1>m othc1, tnaterfols 

-~·-held' in that 1>ff1'ce> 

·S) The Depar~_ment of ·state· 

',"::···· 

12. At-:}~': Department ,·s request, · 1111 -documents delivered 

to the Committee by the Department of Stnte ~ere 

turned over to the National Archives. 

F,11 iaate_rhl,s )caned the Commlttee by private ·indi\'iduals ~iere 

returned upon request. • 

V. Document Retrieval-General1y · 

Prlor to September, 1977, both the MLK Task Force and the JFK 

Task Force filed their docum2nts alphabetically, by subject, in a 

random fashion. lleither task fore!? made any attempt to index c.r,. ·: 

cross-ref .. rence-lts· mHer'ial s·. The present syst~m Has initiated 

ln Se;,tt,.mber of 1977, in _ order to c·orrect this deflcit?ncy : 1/ith 

the cxci,ptlcn of . the f .. atures r.ientloned below, th!! filing systems of 

both task forces are Identical. 

VI. Th .. HL~ Document Filing System 
i 

All documents 1n the filing system bear n sfx-uigft number. 

The first two di2its of this n~~ber refer to the month.in ~nich 

the document \/a_s placed into t he system. The last four digits 

compose the :ic qucntfal 1_dcntify1ng numbt?r as~1gncd to the particular 

document . Thus , the first document placed into th!! system bears 

the number 010001. ~t the beginning of a ne~ month. the sequ , ntial 

11p_rnbcrs retu"rn::-fo .. one; _l/ius, 010001 ldentlffes the first document 

placed lnto th~ system tn· September of 1976: 020001 f<lentlfic- s tht· 

first clocu~=n: pl~:ed 1nto the syst~m in Oc~ob~r of 1976; ~tc. 

" /Ir, exc1·pt1o·n to this cote9ory wn, the picture· tn~on lty 
·=-··:· ····-··-·---'l.a,y Hoorcman of_Jhe asHssfnation. lt 11~s turned ovc•r-

to ~he Deportment of Justice . · ·· 
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. ':: : ·-::. •'" .;.., ~· ·- . .... . .. .. ;··-·:~l'l.e_~h!'.~:S:-~'·.1J.~=Jletto.11c:se~t!~:!ng ,- fnformatfon has th e nu1>be r ·cf the· 

' me· 11~5:_~~~J'.·~j;ir_el:~. f~llows t~e numerfcal seq~-~nce u~tfl he 

·obtafns::t."h"t;~-~:-t1anls:--lf·h·e- ccieS
0 not hHe the -file number. th 

'fnfor;li,o_~_1:"/~in-,'.~b-~ ~bta_fned by consuitlng the systec'.s cnrd 

· ~ · .. 

. cntalogul? index •. This index fs a cross - r ·efere~ce, by subject, and· 

person, --of:.eve.ry d~cument fn the system. These cards nre alpha be~ 

~tize«f. ·w1t'li"i.:ac·h-.;card bearing ·th~ number· a'~d ·a brief description 
--·· ·-----·· ---·- .. . 

'of the document 'to whfcli it has r1iference.". /Is t result, someone 

having only~ subject heading may locate t~e proper file nu1>ber or 

num!iers · for ·ttie document by locnting . the· subject or person alpha• 

betfcally. a--1s then !I simple iaatter to obtain the document by 

following the numerical sequence, ns described previously. 

Vil. The JFK--Document Filing System 

LHe the 'iiLI( system, all documents in the JFK system benr a 

s1x-diglt number. There nre: howe~er, two major differences. Flrs 

the first document p1aced.1nto the JFK system bears the nu~ber 0000 

(unlike the HLK system which begins ttfth 010001). Th~ second.dif­

ference is that the JFK system employs sequential numb~r1ng through 

out. The ffrst two clfgits do nof .. have reference to the month that. 

the docum~nt ttas placed into the system, os is the cose with the 

11LK system. 

L1ke its HLK counterpart, the Jfi system has a card catalogu~ 
l 

tnd2x , arrJnged alphab~t1ca11y by subject and person. Consequ,n::.1) 

the two methods of document retrieval describe<! In ·the JILK section 

are equa11y __ 01_>pl_ica~,.~~t'o _the JFK system. 

Also coritainea ··1~· bcith the HLK nnd JFK systems, n1though not 

nur:1ericai·1y_ ordered, :Dr.e. various -"'ls~ellaneous ~nd bulky fi1es. 

Examples Include the files of the Committe~'s first ch1ef _counscl, .. ·~--.~ -· - - · ··: .. .. - · ... . : .. --··-· .. :- .. .. . . ·. 
llichard Spr~_gue, __ inm~_te· records obtained from the Hlssourf Stotc 

P2~i t~ntiary_~..11..;.t_ ~ef_f~rso_n Cl:y, 1'iis.;ouri, l'Bi ~nd Cl,\ .nat~ri~ls 

· released under Fi07l.A., etc. 

Vil 1 . Documents. ncqu1r!n9 Spcc1al Security 

• • ·:-• • • . ••r, •·••., • -•-•.-• -•••. · • 
o) _Jnform~nt information, A number of the indivldu>ls 

1ntervt~wcd :,j ·i':-,c · ccim111lt ~e? provided infor;nH ion of n nl9h1y Ho s 

. tivc. nature. St,ouJd thi s 1nformhtli:,n o.r Its s ourcfl b~co:,,c !:no""· 

thc/c· 1;;ci1-;id·~-.·; ·; ;.,1,ht 0 0 ;-~b}tc·t-~d -t~ rt ~~ or scrbu~ bodily ~,c: 

I 
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i~ . . ., ... ,·~~-~-~~~:-':~--~:L~~~:~:· ;·~:;~:::-~~:~~:·t~rl~a 1~ r~1d!!ng to t heH Individu al s hav~ 

~.;:,:>-.-31i:~:.,.:_ ,.;_:,:.:.::,·.:~"-:->,,...: :::.~;;;~:"._P).;~~;:J.ip~~!?~f~'.'J;i.i:~J:'}.Y·:i1Xr:-e.."'.:,:~ ~.n._c,lu?_e!J_.}n .tNs..,.sys.-:. 
·· ·-·· tcm _a_r~~..:_1::'.':e~~./?atlv e rfl~s ns __ well ns card cataloguo_ refer-

.,,·.--.:-··· · ... _._.. . - cnccs ·t~~~sourccs, :· Because s uch contacts 1,cre logged into t he . 

,;~.:;~- --~~::_·.::_· · ~ -~: :~ ~:~-:~~:~:~.-~--:~:,:~~~-I~~~~~::;:r ;y:::m~~-m~I. ~~;e; s d-~~~ ent- 1 og ha s . 

~ •.·. - .:---. ·: . . --·~ . _ ... ·· ·· ... _._·- · ' · b) .. ·.· S~n;ltive I~-f~rmation .: Staff reviews of the l:lng Sci:urfty, 

;· .. . · .--.~·-·-·- ··· -·--.:~·-_-.- ··--·.:..- &nd __ COlHTELJlRQ.;f fl\~~--~ -a-v·e-- been put. into .ttie s"p~c1al sysl~tr1- because. 

fn many· frisff~~cs; ··th~mi..terfals ~:;..;";~~ed ~;: ; still classffled. . . · ···· - , . . . . . -
c) Immunize~ Testimony • Complete.isolation of testimony re-

. - . - --- ··-· -
_____ ce1ved from lfftnesses to whom the Comniitteii granted .so-called •use. 

immunity ··;j'u-~i~g .. the course of Its executive hcn!ngs is vltai· to 
. ·-·· --- ·. .. . ·--· . - . -·- . ·- ·ena!Jle""the··s·overnment to meet fts · burde·n or"-d°emonstratlng that 

' '· 

. ·.,__ 

·, , __ ... 

;;-- . 

.~. 

.-- .~ -

cvl dencc prcs."enle.~_Jn . l\nY future· c·rlminal prosecution of such wit­

nesses was not ·dertved from immunized testimony taken by the Com­

mittee. for that _ reason, ell J~~JJ_n~zed _ test!_mony taken In executive 

(closed) s ession was therefore secured 1n the s pecial s ecurity 

system. •. !!·.-:-: . 

: · · .d)"·--A~-t~osy Photographs. · The Comm! ttee · has a number of photo -

gn;,hs re.la ting .-to -t he Kennedy -and King autopsies. For rea so"s of 

- "pe:-s;~al-p~lv~~y; the;e photog~aph~ -s hould ·not .be _released, 

e) Classified Information. Because the Committee had occess 
.,• 

to ra~ ~ntelligence ffles from. the C~A
0

nnd FBI that were classified 

(rangln9 fro,:, Confid~ntlal to Top Se~ret), ~11 qu~stlonlng of 

p_rescnt and !o.i:_m _e_r CIA and FBI employees ba se d on s uch :naterial s 

that was rccorded~ii-:1 iilir-¥f ew. reports, hpe recor.dfngs, deposit ion s 

- --· --~-=::':7' ;·;::: == _:_:.::~~d exec~-tf ve -~ear1n.::gs ·t;a n;crl;t~~- wa..,;l ~-;i; I~ - ~he sp~ci 211 · 

-... _ :-

s ccu.rl ty sy s t~;;,:· ... 

lX. Administ~ativ~Records 

·-j-~~_';ddltlon t o · t he investfgathe records , the mahria1 genH• 

~tcd by the Cc:" :".'!!tee ln : l:Jd ~s ·_ the l"e :-J_,-· tl s of t~e Chid Clerk's 

Office, t he Budget Off1~e , and t , e Chief Counsel s nd Stnff Director's 

offic_e. ___ _ 

.'".·--: : .. ':'~ .. :· :·::- ·:.~ .:.: ~:- _,::..:::.. ::· 
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