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_ . ‘17 . Leg1$1at1Ve History and Handate_ . E

The Sc]uct Comm1ttee on Assass1nations {the Committes) was

ffrst e{tab?iihnd in-the second.sgssion of the 95th Congress by

louse Reso]utiogi15403 léZ Cong. Rec, 141 ht.H1BSSQ {September -
17, 1976). Thz 95th angréssffdiﬁﬁktituted the committee by flouse °
Resolution 222, 123 Cong. Rec. HBOD (February 2,°1877) and cxtended j
jts duration for the length of the 95th Congress™ by House Rcsalutwoq
'433 7?3 Cong hec. H2739 (narch 30. 1977). Hou e Resolution 760,

123 Cong. Rec. H10254 (September 28..1977) granted the cozmittee

authorfty to mnkn app11c§t1pns to courts for grants of immunity
and other limited purposes, and to bring and dufdhd lansults in par-
ticular .ypes of cases in order to obtain 1nfornation relevant to

the commlttcc s inquiry.
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The'Tcglsﬂat1ve mandate of the select Committee vas primarily
defined 1n house Rc,o]ution 222 1

" The sz1ect committee or a sub:nmmittne lhﬁrcnf

is au,hor1Led and directed toconduct 2 fUII and comp]ete

1nvest1gatiun and study of the :1rcumstancus su.rounding

- the assassinatian and death of President John F. Xennedy
“and tha assassinat1on und death of Hartin Luther k)nq.
Junior, and of any other persons the se1cct cormeLrL

4sha11 dctermIne night be re1ated to efther dnath in order

- DA . " to ascertain (1) sthether the existing laws of the United

Siatés, 1nciudin9 but not Timited to Jaws rg1ating to the
foty and protection of the President of tq; Uniled States..

.assassinai%ons o% the President of the United States, depri-

vation of civi) righis, and conspiracies relatzd theretlo,

as well as the investigatory jurisdiction-and capsbility -

‘of sgrneies and departﬁcnts of the United States Government,

“are adeguate; efther fn their provisions or in the mannme of
their snfarceaant; and {2) whe'-iar hers wss ful) disclosure
and shoring.of information z2nd cvidence among aguencies and
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R . departments of the United States Government adeguately perronmrxa

cs GQVanmenL duxlng (he

_Igations 1nto those doat h”

s N o and Jhc&her any evidence or 1nformat10n Hh1ch vas nnt in

the pnéscssinn of any agency or department or the United

e L T T PO

States Government investigating either death would hizve

e been 07 a;sistan:e to that agency or dcpartment. uﬂu

why such information was not provided to or cc]lncted .

by the apprapriitc agency or department; and shall make ot
reconméndations to- the House, i the select committes .
deems 1t appropriate, for the amendment of existing legis-

]ation or the enactment of new IegisTaticn.

. "' The Select Committee 1dent1fied fuur main 1ssves to be analyzed
to Fulfiil its Teg*s]ntive mandate. First, who was or srere the
-‘aﬁsass}n(s).nf'Pre;ident John F. Kennedy and Dr. Hartin Luther King,
idr.? 'Second,'did the assassin{s) have any aid or assistance either -

‘before .or nfter the assassination? Third, did the agencies and

their duties and funct1nns in {a) collecting and sharing information
Iprwor to the assassinations, {b) protecting John F. Kennedy and
‘Nartin Luther king, Jr. and {c) conducting investigations into each
.assassinatian and coordinating the resu]ts af those investigations.
- Fourth. g1ven the evidence the select committee uncovered was the
. anendnent of cx1st1ng tegislation or the enactment of new Tegislation

apprupriate?

.- 171, Eomn1ttce 0rqan12at1on .

S The Committee was composed of twelve members of the House.

They were:

: ¢ LOUI ITOXID, Oble, Culrmes .

U RICIARDION PREYER, Nerih Candirn BAMUEL L DIVTNT, Onle
SALTLR T. PTAUNTNDY, Dinvisl of Colwmba SFTEWART B BUKINNTY, oo rrtiest
YVONKE RRATHYAITE DUNTZ, Calllanaly THARLLS TIIONE Nebwsta
CHAsTAFTEN] 2000, vl AR L WAV IR Stadaan
AUANILD P TOIRD, Tiwammey

YLOYDLYITOUN, I

RODEAT ¥, SDOAN, Fanyimais

The Cnmmittcc wds divided inlo two subcowmittecs, to carry

pui the 1nvestigation of the two major cases within its msndote.

Hewmbers scr"wng on coch of the subzommittes were as {ullous:

-n.-._,u.... th ‘\J-.—;\u:m
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The,urg“njza¢1pn:qf”the‘staff was designed "to focilitate the

1mp]cment§§1hh_ﬁfgthukinvestigative plans that hag bn?

for cach case ~=The chicf counse1

n formulsted -

»_Who was appointed on July 1,
1977, headcddthn_cntirc staff.,

div

Thc substantive {nv ‘estigation was
jded 1nto two task furces. one tu 1nvest19ate the death of
Prcsidcnt Kcnnedy and another to investigate the death of Dpr, king.
Each task force” was headed by a deputy chief counsel and then further
subdivided to focus on particular 4ssves that hao heen fdentffied,

The fndividual teams on each task force were composed of a Comb1nat1un

of attorneys, 1nvest19ators and researchers that uorbed together on -

particular areas or issues. (Sec ‘the schematie dlagran that depicts

the fundamcnta] organization of the staff.)

o e — 2 otiEF couNsEL SPECIAL COLMSEL
S - — T .-
DEPUTY (HIEF COUYSEL LECAL UNIT . ADTHISTRATIVE lczpurr CHIEF COunszc
LS . . unIr IFY

’ 255°'T. D PUTY DEPUTY CHIE - CHIEF ASS'T, DEPUTY DEPUTY CHIE
Lf’VfTI.A‘DR OEF COUI(S:L RESTARCHER TVESTIGATO CUIEF COUASEL |_RESLARCHER

- ' ) .

e (Bl er r*r«s [ [ieac . [
SPECIAL : ) } SPECIAL ’
e S;]GATIU-‘(SI . IHYESTIGATIONS

? Each team was COm“OJCd of a combination of Attorneys, ]nve<Liu11nr$ end
Researchcrs.

Ve megke- Up of" the MLK-OFK Document Systems

As thn anﬂlttF’ enterad the month of December, 1373, i* was
in possession of approximately 370 cubic feet of filex. The material
contained in those files reflected the following cotsgories:.

1) Classificd materials on loan from federal aornclies;

?) C]as<1f{nd oaterials from {edera) apanpcics whers no

:Llpu]atfon of loan was made;

3} Unclnssified materials from Tederal agencles:

S

Haterials oencroted dy Cammittam xradd ohee nos conee



been classiTied by fndéra] sencies (f.e., document ve-
quest‘gﬁgfg;s. ggé;s from classified documents);

- 5) -H{jggéagézﬂn;;pan.from private individuals;
- ;,‘6)“"Hatcri}ﬁs;gcn;ratgyﬁnpﬁ‘Agguired”hy the staff 1n the

'"V%iCQ;FSETDﬁgﬂtiéinvestigation.-1nc1uding. but not 1imfted to:

) _w__EPPQanﬁrandu1ncnmifgﬂcnrrespondcnce to and frem
- ngeﬁéies~anh individuals,
L c) outside contact reports, :
d) waterials and répurts generated by scientific con-
;;EEIQﬁts to the Cnmm{ftec. and
e) deposition transcripts; s

7) Traznscripts of Committee open session hearfngs ond

meetings; and ’ '

B) Transeripts of Committee executive session hearings and

meet%ﬁg;. ' e ’

As noteg. many of these materials were loaned to the Committee
by fgdﬁra]. stote and local governmental agencies, as well as pri-
vate individuals. Because of their historical signiricance.‘tqu .
Committee wa: cnncnfnég about the uitimate disposition of these
materials once they were returned to their original custodians.
Discussfons were had with each of the agencies to assure the re-
tention of the affected materials and the Committee reguestad that
wherever possible, théy be retained u?d'kcpt separate sithin the
agency's file. Those discussions resulted in the following dispo-
sition:

1) The Central Intelligence Agency )

u:-milimgi}Ssgfked materials (with the exception of
. Euéﬁittge 1ntcr;1ews. depositions and execwtive hearing
t?anséripts) were returned to the agency. The agency
" " aprecd to store the materials separately from its
"other files.
2) The Federdl DBurcav of Investigation.
R. ﬁil.clussified maoterials were returned to the
Bureau. They bre to be matntatned separately.

“3) Thé Dn11a; Police Department, *

S Jin exception to this category was the dictabelts and toper of tho.
police department containing the sounds received on the dtpnrtmmq
“police radio on Hov. 22, 1963, These naterisls ere turned over i

Y Moamsebmmnt ~F Sueaina

...... aNITLTT e eviey o FISX Of serlouws bodily haram,
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2. A1 materials Joaned te .he Committes by

—'tﬁglagiias Police vwere returned. Thiese {tems

‘ . — . ;bpﬁ,ﬁFiViously besn—aintainzd separately and

P R TS TR Uou

SO R Y5 INETY ‘mstrfct Atturney General's Office .

A -1 ==UheTd dn that offfee. - e
. : _' . "5) The Department of- State: oo

"he Department 's request,’ n11‘documnnts delivered

to the Committee by the Department of State yere
. turned over to the Hational Archives.
,s' . ' . . A1Y materfals loaned the Committee by private individuals siere

returned uvpon request, ¥

V. Document Retrieval-Generally"

Prior to Sgptcmber..1977. both the MLK Task Force and the JFK
Task Force fi]ed their do:umnnts a]phabetica]]y. by subject, in a

random fiShIDn. Nelther task force made any attempt to 1ndex or,-

cross-reference” {ts mateérials. The present system was 1nitiated

in September of ]977. in order to corrcct this deficiency. Hith

the exception of the features nentinned below, the f111ng systcms of

both tzsk forces are fdentical.

e YI. The MLK Document F§ling System

i : )
A1 documents In the filing system bear a six-digit number.

The first two digits of this number refer to the month.in which

the document was p1aced into the system. The Tast four digits

compose the ,equcntiul 1dentify1ng numbnr assfgned to the particuvlar

document. Thus, the flrst document placed 1nto the system bears

the number 010001, At the beginning of 2 nev month, the sequential
numbers return_to. one. Thus. 01000 1dentifies the first document

e e p1accd into the system in September of 1976: 020001 fdentifics thL

first document pla:ed fnto thz system in Qctober of 1975; =tc.

* An cxc«ptinn to this cateyory wes the F)C[ur«_ taken by
.. Mary Mooreman of_ the assassipation.  Jt was turned over
to the D»par*ncnt of Justice.

I R L IS A L L
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EFETy.fol]OHS the numerical sequence uﬁti] he

jﬁanfsf;”lf'ﬁé‘aﬁis'ndt have the fi]e number, th

tnta]ogue 1ndex. This 1ndex s a cross- refereqce. by subject, and-

person. of every do;ument in the system. These caras are alphaber

t1zed. with e_.

'fgrd bearing the numbnr and 2 brief description
of the ;Ség;;;;-to which 1t has refnrence. As & result, someone
having only a subject heading may locate the proper f1le number or
nunhers for the document by 1ocating the’ subjcct or person slpha- '
bctica11y. I1t-is then & simple matter to obtain the document by
following the humericii ;é;ﬁénce; as désé}ibed prcviuus1&.

VII. The d?knDocument ?i]ing System

Like the HLK system, all documents 4n the JFX sy;tem bear 2
six-digit number. There nre] however, tvo major diffcren::s. Firs
the first document placed into the JFK system bears the nunber oobo
{unlike th;"HLK system which begins with 010001). The second’ dif—
ference is ihat tﬁe JFK system employs sequential numbering through
out. The Tirst twe BTgiﬁiAqq_ﬂof"hgve reference to the month that.
the doéument was placed into the system, as is the case with the

MLK system.

-

Like its HLK countcrpart, the JFK system has » card catalogue
indax, arranged alphabetically by subJect and pcrsnn. Consaqurwt?g
the two methods of document retrieval described in-the HLK section
are equa11y app]ucab]e to the JFK systemm—w

Also contained 1n both the HLK and JFX systems, aIthough not

nunﬂr1ca11y,ordnred,_nre_various misce?1an°uus and bulky files.

N Examp1es 1nc1ude the fi1es of the Committee's first chief counsel,

Richard Sprague. 1nmnte records obtajned from the Hissourf Stste

Psn]t:ntuary_{ﬁ_fgf farson City, Missouri, F21 and CIA matarials
“released Q;dér F.0<1.A., etc.

VI1). Documcnis.ncquiring Special Sccurlty

n) ~Informant 1nformat10n; A number of the fndividuals

interyiowed 5y the Commlttez brovided information of a highiy sens
~tive nsture. Should this information or its sources becose Lnown,

! e e e -,
fhese indlvidvsls might dbe subjected to rist of serious hadify har



5;'a1 secur{:y system.“ Included, 1n this sys- |

- _.enccs to‘th@fﬁ“:ources. Because such contacts were 1ogged into the .

b)_ Sensitive Information.i Staff rcviews of the K{ng Securtty.

and COIHTELPRO fi]eS'hHVe‘been put 1nto the spec1a1 systcm because,

in many 1nstnnccs. the mater1als revfewed ure sti]) classified.

c)" Immun{zed Iest{mun . Comp?ete iso]ation of testimony re-~

;% e w—.Celved from w{tnesses to Hhum ‘the Committee granted so~called "use.

1nmun1ty during the cnurse of {ts executive henrings is vital to

(T ITULLUTIEIUTTTL T T enable” the “Government to meet §ts-burden of demonstrating that

cvfdence pre;entegnjn,qny future criminal prosecution of such wit-
nesses was not-derfved from immunized testimony taken by the Cem-
mittee, Fur that reason, 217 immunized testimony taken in executive

(c]osed) session nas therefore securcd in the speeial security .

- R i as el — - o rgerme .

system.

-hrjaj-"hﬁteosy hhutoﬁhaﬁhs.- The Cohﬁittee'has a number of phote-

grzphs re1ating to-the Kennedy -and King autops{es. For reasons of

) pe*sonaT privacy. these photographs shou]d not be rc1eased

e) tlass{fied Informat1on. Bccause the Committee had pccess

o raw 1nte111g-nce f{Ics from the CIA and FBI that vere classified
{rznging from Confidentizl to Top Secret). a11 qu-st{oning of

prescnt and former CIA and FBI employees based on such ﬂatcr1a1s

sccurity system.__.én e '..e.m.,- .

IX Admwnistrat1ve Recoras ’ ‘ -

- In pddition to the 1nvest1gat1ve recurds. thc material gener-

ated by the Committee Inzludes the vezards of the Chiel Clerk's
' Uffwce. the Budget foiee. and the Chief Counsel snd Staff Director's

__office. .
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