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Thu fortiou of the ~.r~7Jlfu.~ ~~l't~i~ th.i: ~!~ ts.~~ of 

"'~t r~dies. ~i.""11 nvc.il~bl~ i.:a\{{~ t!V~"lt: th~ J~~,i";,;· o! th& 

com;.ty e.ou:-t rejecta cli.tt I ttc;~-u~; .G<.n!.Tei i~ ci~ilrJ:·;f. r-rivilaee 
,- L .. • ·. , 
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I~ • • • . ,, • • • . ', '• 

ro1:le1= .. lH? tm:tJU&.,~ fc<kr.«.l }'.;l)\;t,g~ ¢(1!'l'.:O.'iZ F~C~i..<!.C~.£;.C u::~~ lO 

U' .s. c. 11,!l. 
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. 
to t:J.~.: £ c-d~ 1 ~:r t.s c::f "'1:1 d.·.,.u t:c:. tii::n or c:d.r,1i~:? l 1 rog e-

c.--utic:2 (.o;~::::w in. " ftat~ ,~~""=.:.c:i·~,i~~t:..:.., . '·. 
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t-~t t!f Ci:m,:;:tf::~G £~,: t.k~ •:H·:'C?tl'"~.fk.::. or plJ~jz!J::.~t 
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··· tl1~ p-=±~"".- ··!1-..u: ::t1td-~·~·-,t;.wpuad· k.l u,:~., -n3 lro~.!".f"Z"-- ~.:.c..!.t.,1- .. 

~..a.J.."'~ ~~:-;. ·~ .. ~ \-1> .. n~ eJct~ 6i!:.:.e 4:'.:."1r.rru.;tlva r'" .. ~ ... ·''i-·:'J. ~o. 

6Vtll.~i..t..!?:/ I~ Ml dlli:i~ t.o tus_,s.;,--: t.~~ ~~ti~'\ 2.ol .. ~-..tld 

~F(v3 . . . . ·, ~ '~,-
u.'f ~~ ~1~ ·&-~ .C.ri~ U!.l!1 p17i·~ to l~~,3 ,~u ~ .~ r.! f:.:tet th-at. 

\'.:i'ue b"tL~~ ci;.1!-C(J ~~-tild n.l.!.4!:.:.1.lly 111.rt. i~~..a ~u....-...i ~t:..l:.!.:ti 
~¥~~1 ~~::.i~t:r W!"Q Ct'i:h."':~~. !.ll . c;:.S~.R Of t:1::~~1• i.!~~ 

'1 

~ .. 
,I 

. ..,. -.·.' . 



. ; ., 
.i ,, 

1:};)~.·~r::.":,:;;;:,·:~·~~~,:.:,'.?\f,'.,'.'fi,~::l':2':<·~·:::·.-.;'.~,l''.1\11~~1~;11:.:\I·'.IZ•!::,11,3'j;J~i.'..'.l\-?:l'..·~··:.:.ts·,·.~\',',..'..1('~•>! ... i-.··t.:.:,·.:·,w.~·::.,;.·.i~;-w,~·;.\>!\"•,U\'.\\1::'.•,r.-.i~·.'1•,.1.:.·.;;•.,\'l' '~'1 .•1• ,(,\l~;,\u·.;.:1;,1u·. ~·.l·,•~\ll,<".'.!''-''-~'-"'"'' ''"' lfl:.1-...:•.1.nn.:\l?Un.'\US:•'1',J\;'U'-'"' ..... ''''"'"""""' '-....,"'".,,.," '"'"-....,,,. .................. ... _ _ ~-----.. ,w ... ----·--·~--. 

' 

• I 

V 

''* ii ~ ( .!) elm;b3ta fr~. th'! r.ro-:.u.~i.tf.-ru1 of 
ths i;c,~t:!..~~ c.-pi.~lialt.io~ i:i oo7J.£?lf of 1~::U.-<"'.~G.:..:..S 
rn 4.-.;~t..e,dy ~~ u.;;.tr..a:d.ty oi .a S::..-,L~ cll!e·~-:' tut 
,-,,~:,:;Q Cl.iSt"oq lw.B f.t!)C: l.-.c:Ba dJ.~t~ C"J th~ jt~i• 
~~t of o Sut..a t!C"~t: • .. • If t'.t~ fE:,~:;kr .. tw.re .ot:1r~. 
t:o ~;::l31.L:.atf.c~~ by f·<:::~ c.!GU\!.!!;9!1 Ei.ll(.l-ly U.~~­
~..tct1.~j;' icy of ~ tt:$.U erf!k~ it W<"J:1ld t:er!a-1:, ~~ ,, ::, 
p.~ Fflrla.-a.l ec--!rtt: ~ t..~ pro:.~t.!c:i c::f Fe-r...fu-~1· . 
af.!u..{tr'S f'l."tl~~ut:.itd f~ ll!:t.!1 <.o·.;.::d~t:!'.d ic t.11e :::.-•:... 
ccc=ea of offic.ir.l 6t7. vt s. ?~. 155,, tOda 
Cc~., 2.d S~,;. {1945) • 

I 

' 



'"\ 
:1\ t: 
\ 
l 

,, 

/ 

-. . , 

.•. . • . 

.. 

{. "j 

~ 

..... 
• , . ·. 

··:. :,· .-
. • ..... ·~ -

- - - --~·-_ 

.. .. . , ..., 
.. . ... 

• ... · 
• .; ':; 

I .. .. .. . 

--;- -- . ; - -·--.,. .. ... .•. 
\_;- . I . . --· · .. , _. 



~ ,- · · · """' .cc · -· ' . · . no-. f ' -~ ~ "".W-'.w'oCu'hll'.lZi: ~' . ;,_ ~ ""W.i®;q,1£-"'1.W',mf.ll'!J'g,.~-,, .'L.;.<,'-'f.,,.,_. ~~,z=I'.il-lf.c., •. coO:~r..=2c.;h<,c£< .::C•. ,Ci;.;.:.''.c.;_2:] 

~: I \;) ~ J ' I ,' 
~. t ---·- ---

! i. t_/11jt.i/O. 12 
y . cncurr COURT OF D;\LL\S COUNTY 

/ STATE Of AJ.;\f!\2·:i\ 

/ IN TIE 21\TIER OF ) 
) ' 

/ Ci'I.AND JURY Il1VESTIGAII0!l ) I 
' i 

i 
! 

. ) 
L h:ov'!::.-IBER, 1963 > 
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/ 

I 
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L/ C~Ili CF PRIVILEGE BY T~ ,/ 

:/ 

j AX'l'OONE"l GE!iZ!LU. OF THE UNITED STATES --~ ----~ 
1. On or· tfbout October 17, 1963, George c. Wallace, 

Governor of the State of Alsbama, issuad a public st~terueot 

chareing that the United States Departmeut of Justice had 

provided the Reverend H,~rtin Luther King with transporta­

tion while in the State of Al~bslll.1, and t~.zt the ~aid ?..Ing, 

1111 r~cial agitator :md troublemsker who hs.i; cau!led <k:!l;:,nstr.:i­

.ti.:me to occur throughetit th13 Unit-ed St.'1tcs can now apr,ar­

~ntly travel at .the ~penne of the United Stn-~es Government." 

A copy of said statement as rcpo~ted in the !1ootgomery Adv~r­

tiser and BirminghP.-m Fvst He:rald of October 17, 1963, is 

m:me;<ed as Exhibit A. 

2. In ., letter dated October 28, 1963, '1--!illUUil F. 

Thetford as Solicitor of tha Fifteenth Judicial Circuit of 

Alnb.?=a (11:::>ntgc,~ County) to.Tote to the Uoitcd States 

A.t:to:-ney for t:1c 11icdlc District of Alo.oo:::a reciting the 

ahove c~rge, and, refer;=-ing to a denial tbreof by the 

D::-:,-:1rt'~•mt of Justic~, i:tatcd l';r:at 11 [w Jhilo there is no 

· .. lol.ltio:i of 1:t"::o lav involv~,, I 2m i:;u'!:n,J.tti.1g such 

.. ,. 
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l'..S a t.,JJ.tter 0£ public intc::'::st''; hi the :.m:l!l ie:.:t.cr be 

i::::l'r'ited th.a Deyarb..~nt: of Justice to r,nr.r.!.da ~it-c.es:iea for 

the Cr:.md .Jury. 

E.-.hibit B. 

3. Il)• lotter d&ted lfo•Jt:?Jr.b~r 4, 1963, add:.:-esned to 

Hr. Thetford, Ikrkc ~ai.-shall, Ae:iietruit Atton~y C-,,..=;eral in 

·ch.i.rse of the Civil Rights Division of t!le D~art=o(?nt of 

Justice, decl!~ed the eforo!!aid invitat:ion 0,1 the g:.:o,;.nd 

in a se~ret proceeding ou a l\'\a'tter admittedly b~yond tha scope 

of tho G°J:'a.."ld Jury's legitimate inquiry." A CC?Y of th~ s~!d 

letter is c!Il.~e.xed ~ E.vJiibit C. 

4. O:l t~o:.rccl,tir 4, 1963, th;;, Cl~rk of this Court foi;ued 

ideutic~ eubpoen~s ccmzw.nrling tho sppP-aracce bsfore the 

ebo;,e Gra:'ld Jury Oil t:overaber 13, 1963, of the following 

officers of t.'1.o Civil Rights Div'ic.ion of the De:,:ia4t.-rent of 

Ju:;;tice: Burk~ !:furnhell, Azafatant: Attorney C.:?nernl; John 

D.:Jar, First /;,.gsfatant; 8nd Richa=d Wruwerstro::J, David R. 

5. ~ Ro-J~~li'.:it!r 6, 1963, the Depart.-.zeat of Ju;;tica 

1t: !tall tii::atEXI the.:"ein t:h.?.t tho D::part-

2 

-·' 
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auto.nobile in. connt:ction l·liLh r..cv.:.-rcnd King' a tr;,.nsr,ort.ntion 

fr0?:1 nir:uingham to Selma w~s b~acd en misinfor,r;ation and 

w~s therefore erronE:ous. It was furrher stated that the mis­

information t.•as bu.fed on statements civen to the Dep11rtrneat 

by Thclton l·Ie:'lder£on, en attorney in t:hc Civil Rights Division, 

who re:signed from the Dcpart:Iuant of Juc-tice oo lfov=~cr ·6, 1963 . 

On Hovember 5, 1963, Mr. Hende::son.voluntarily geve the Depert­

ment a correct state;nent of wi,.'.it had occurred, oe.mely, that an 

l!.Ut=bile re:nted by the D~p:..rtrnent and b~ing used by h!rn for 

official business had been lo .. ncd by hio1 to a private citizen 

"ho subs·~quently used the a.uto:-:-obilc to drive th.e F.t,ve:..·,md 

King from Bindngham to Selma on October 13. The use of Lhe 

automobile f:ir unoffic1.:il business ,,aa contrary· to Depart.i::ient 

of Justice regulations. A copy of lh9 Dcpart.l!lent of Justice 

:;tate::ient of November 6, 1963, is enna...'Ced as Exhibit D. 

6. On Noveir.ber 7, 1963, Blanchard HcL<:od, Solicitor 

of Dall.as County, C!-:ide e public announceru(:nt st&ti:ig thnt the 

aforesaid sub}'Of!?;liS h&d bee,n i$sued .snd that the principal 

l1:1sineas of the g:,:-nnd jury wo~ld be to investigate the role 

of the !',epartment c:,f JuGtico in the racial um·est in the e.rea. 

In thiG c.onnectf.cn Hr. Mct.eod is quoted as stating: '\:e do 

1,ot i..ntcnd t'.o c: .'j:Ll off our 1.i:r-.,c.stigation just bees.use a pare of 

tl:e ~-~i~h r-:'"' "ee:f1 told. We :l!)tcad to let the /..m;;ric..,.n people 

I· ··o-..; \.'he; .;r:-e tbi i-e11cfo:rs iti t,~~te:dng the activides of }~rt in 

,:13 :L!t.E::nd 1·0 ;:,:·· ,;,in is'J ~ctek-n ;ig long ,,s ne:cessc.ry to ect 

t!;,~ f.'l.-".'.t:i. '' A -:cpy o= r·::c. !-:cl :;od 1 s etr.tez . .?nt u.s r~i,crteod in 

- 3 - .. 
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7. On 1;ovcml>cr O, 1963, }:r. David H, Hsrlin, en 

nttoruey ia th!! Civil Rights D:l.vioion of the Dcv-:11:t:mect 

of Jultica, w~s pcraon~lly ,erv12d ~1th a subpo~ca cow­

c.,andini:; his £1ppc.;;r1mco before the above Gre.nd Jury on 

Uover:il:.cr 13, 1963, to 6ive teoti.mony before. the aeid G:c"nd 

Jury en i;-.ztt:ers pending be.fore it, and it appears thllt other 

officers of the DepartIIY-:nt of Justice m:iy be r-bilarly served 

-..d th subpocmcs _ cc,i;;;c....:i.nding their a:,,pc.!.nmce before the Gr-.ud 

Jury for the r,Am3 purpose. 

a. The Department of Justice b!ls c..'!de a. cora:pleto di:.-

c l,o~ura rC?g:irding tha iuci.Gc~1t which h.:ls 6pparently prec:ipi-

tated the Gr .. nd Jury investigation. A re~por.sible offi.cial 

of the State of Alabaii:,.3 hac 1.t.ated th!it no violation of th~ 

laws of that State occurred in concectioa thareYith. It 

m,verthclei;s appear& that the Grand Jury may seek to elicit 

£roll! !·!r. Hil:l!.n attd otbar officers of the I>ep:;.rt::::t:ct of Ju;1tice 

testiL!)-ony·or docu~e~tc. or both, relati?lg to the role. &ctivitica 

or kuo-.;lcdr;c of the :>epsrtl!,ent of ~us:t:ice or of its officers or 

er.?j>lc·j·c~s, in connection with racial relations, unrest, dc:non-

6t .. ntions, disorci~r!', differ~nccs or conflictG in the Statn of 

,U.1.be.r.1'! or claC'""·hm7e, or re:lat1og to crl:nes or ~o~oible crit:as 

Rr ia ing c-Jt of or cor.riccted with auch rncial reL-itior.s, dcc~u-

9. P1;r:;:u~:,t to the r.ut:f1od.ty vested in ~a by the Co:1-

tbt t~e i;1.viag of :!.ny tectic:cny or the p:i:odt1ction of cay 
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docul!.'ento rcl11tin& to the: vubjcct!I r:nuror;:r~ted tn the rrc­

ceding ~ragreph hGreof, o~ the giving of ttoy tcrtimony 

or the procuctio:J of nay docum:?nts ... ,hich ~ight be cieemed 

to const:l.t:uta a "1nive::r of tha cleio of privilege hc;re w-:ide 

with re~pect any Guch testimony or dDcucents, by ~ny officer 

or cn.-:,loyee of the De~tD!<.nt of Justice, \::ould inte.rfru:e with 

ir,ves t:i.s,!'! ticmo by the Deparbncnt of· Jus tlce of \•iolo tions of 

tho la.1,:;u of the United Stat(:9 l:!.od cnfoi:ce.1D'-1nt by it cf aucb 

lawri • would b9 prejudicial to tho effici~nt operatioo of th:! 

snid Derartr.:.ent &nd WCJld not be io the public interest. 

Therefore, es Head of the Ifc~rtl;"'ut of .r.!stice, I do herC;by 

assert the pri~ile&ad ntatus of F.11 euch testil:!~ny and docu­

meotn sn~ do hereby direct 1-I, ~vid H. l't.'irlin. and any oth-:!r 

officer or employee of the. Dcpartl:Y.':nt of Justice <:ho l!llly be · 

s~rved with a cubpoena to nppe.ar aod testify or prodcce clocu­

lI·ent:s before the E-aid Grand Jury, co the basis of such cl11im 

of privilege, respectfully to decline to give any i;uch testi­

mony or pr~uce any such documents. 

Attorney ~nEral 

Dr1te~:,.?·'a:1hin(iton, D, C. 
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/ •. / EXHI.MlT A 

y rUBLIC STATEMENT OF C'..OVER!-:OR GEORGE C. WALLt'.CE 
/ OF t.LAil!·lSA J..S REPORTC> IN l'ii.4 MOlITGOW::rtY ADVERTISER' 

L/ OCTO.flER 17, 1963 I.ND I.:J:P ••• HiliGB.lJi POl:T HE..~LD 
1 L\ OClu!lER. 17 • 1963 

'· I have bce:n infcrmt!cl that / , tty. Gen. r-e.lne:dy's 
Ju1;tice Dep,uto1ent hc>fl l'rcvicled Mortin Luther King 
with trsr11;portatio11 while he is in· the State of _Alo ­
b.-:::ie. In !'-let, he h.ea b~cn trsvelling throughout the 
etate in vehicles =entGd by the Justice Dept!rl:m',!nt. 

"Thu ia not 6Urprid.ng to ll!8 -- but it is a n1ct­
ter ~hich should be e~lled to the attention of the 
pc•opla of this country. A raciel agitator and troubh:­
m.sker u·ho has ci11.1s1=d de;xiru:trEltionn to occur th:.oughout 
the United States ce.n r,0w 1:pparent;ty · l-re•.el at the ~­
pi?nse of the u.s. ~overni:12nt. 11 

• 
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j \.'illiem F. Thetford, Solicitor 
lJ.· 'j ,., , '1,: • 

J t.nury D. Smith, Deputy Solicitor 

·1 
· fnnk \I. Riggs, III, Deputy Solicitor t__/ EXHIBIT B 

4 OFFICE OF 1HE COLIClTOR . 
I \ Fifteenth Judicicl Circuit of Alabama 
'-i / County Cour.t House y V,ont0o;:uery 4, /,labEcia 

ljoctober 28, 19&3 L/ RECEIVED 

L-{Honoroble DP-n P.L1rdeman 
1-j.U. S. Dictrict Atto:r.n.ey 
L.f roet Office fuilding 4 

i....f Oct. 29, 1963 
United .States ,\tt~rney 
4 Hicldle Dfo trict 

/ of Alabcir.a . _._ .. i·lcntgorr.cry, Alabama 
I 

De.er l-!r. Hardc-:nDn: 

The Governor of Jlebnm!! lu.i: chr.rged that the 
Civil Rights Division of th.e United l;:tctc:J Depnrtmcnt 
of Justice lu!.s been furnishios t:r&neport~tioo for 
recinl agitators in AlEbama. This cherge has b!!en 
dtnied by the Department of Jue:tice. 

i-,'hile there is no viclation of State li:w 
!.r.'7.::lved, I em submitting 5\lch evidence EC may be 
c;v:i il6ble to our.. ,«)vcmber Grc:nd Jury es e matter of public 
lPtere~t. It is our desire to conduct a completely 
;:Gir and 1.mpsrtii-.l im•estigetion in this matter. Should 
the Justice Dcpsrttne::\t hev~ ~itnesses cvAileble to testify. 
I will~ glad to bring thera b-2fcre the GrEnd Jury. ---· ·~~--------7 Yours very truly, 

(S) 

J.( Wlllifl{ F. 1i.lE:TroRD 

WFl/hbj 

I 
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~ EXUIBIT C 

L./. Novemiber 4, 1963 

L-/ AIR !14,.11,-SPEClf.L DET-JVi:RY 

Y, llo!!.'.lrEble William "fl• Thetford 
'-1. Solicitor 
':-/, Fifteenth Judicial Ci~cuit of- hlaba~~ 
L.!.J. Co\!nty C::,urt liou£e y · ?font:gome.cy 4, Ala hnr.'lll 

Dcsr Mr. Thetford: 

Hr. Hru:-d~n hes fori.~rded to ma your letter of 
October 28, in Hhich you sttite th.at you ere l!ubitti:ng 
evidence to the ?~vertl.l3r Gra!!d .Jury "st: a catter of 
public inter~st" releting to charges concerning the 
use of eutom-.:,biles rcmt,;:d by Dt!pr.rtcer,t of _Justice · 
lawyers. 

Y~,.;.r letter ~tates tr~t no vlolation of state 
1o11w is involved. 

In view of this fllct, I see no point in fu..'""tlich­
ing witne2sct to testify in a secret proceedin:; on a 
;n.?.t:ter c1drait:tcdiy be,-ond the Ecope of the Grend Jury I s 
:i.e~it1.xut1te inq'.!i±"y". The fccts on this C':attcr h..we bec.n 
1;!.v~ to the p-:lb-U.c through a Gtete-.n:mt ifio'.Je<l by the 
I>..--;,pertm-~t oc October lB, 1%3. 

For your kforl!Ultfon I ~nclose a copy of the et.ete-

J!n::: le: ru.re 

. er.: llc n. ~:!::l Wi~c!cl!a:!.:2 
. U.8. J,tr:.o;:ney 

·.·:· ~·_ ~-· tri:r';~~cy, :",.la. 

I 

. , L/ wm~ 1-~nSHtJ.L 
/ /,f:ii.litDnt /,ttorncy Ge?:2ere.l 

1 / Civil Rights D!vicion .,. 
··- .- --- . ·--

. ::· 
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!.-{ l:Ovember 6, 1963 y S t~te.:uent by Depe.rtu.ont of Justice 

Reports -..·ere publi'ehed in Alebar;i.a la:;t II.tOnth thnt auto­

mobile& r1rntcd by the Depc:r~~nt of Justice were used to 

trans.po.rt . R.c.veri::nd Uarti.n Luthe.:-. King from Biritlngh.e.m to Scl,;:;a 

on the ev.:.oing of October 15. 

Tha Doport.-ment of Justic,e isEUi!d a ntatc:i.is?nt on October 18, 

asserting thttt rio Buto:i.cbilcn re:1tcd by the DepUt!mmt of Justice 

had been used to driv1:. Reverend King ei.ther frO!.'!l Ilirw.inghmli to 

Selma ar from Selma to Montgw...>ery. 

No car r~nted by the Dcpart:r:lcnt ~as used to drive a~vercnd 

King fro;;i Selm.t to Mo::itnorr~ry. ll9w.:wcr, a car rented by the De­

p£rtme11t c:nd being ueed by a i)cpm:tir.:.eot lawyer wns loaned to a 

privsto cici::en ~ho 6Ubsequently drove Reverend King from 

Bi'l"i!lir.ghan to Sel~ on October 15. 

0-..zr!.:?g t:hi& t~, tho attorney, Thelton lhmdcrso:l, rc=ined 

h,i;wcis s \:~S · cant::-:sry to · D2pttt.m2ut of Justice rcgulntio::is. It 

was al!lo ccotrnry tel a £.tc.t!.'..:.,nt uhich 1''.r. Henderson originally 

12:~t n!gnt: ~i;.:i.d volunterily ~li'ia a correct eccolmt of wh.;t oc-
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~ Article in Selma, Alabama 

{)sUBPOLmAs SEt.·r 

0 

L/ l.:.YJIIllIT E 

TillES JOURNAL, November 7, 1963 

JlBTICE OFFICIAI~ 

The principal bu11ir.ess of the Dall.as County Grend Jury 
\:hich will ITICAt on ~ovcmber 12 will be to invci;ti&ate th2 role 
of the Justice Dcpr:rtment in the recial ur:rest in tld!! erea, 
Circuit Solicitor Blanchard iicLeod decl~red today. 

''We do not intend to call off our :tnvei;ti~ation j uet 
bec.c.use a psrt of the t1.--uth hs.s b!!en told, 11 _McLeod suid. 
''\-:e intend to let the American people. k,,ow who s.rc the lc.!ldcrs 
in foittering th!! activities of l·L-u-tin Luther King. 1;e intend 
for thet to be our main business and he intend to rem.'tin in 
r,ession as long i.s necessary to get the facts. 11 

McLeod 1 & state=nt c8m3 en the basis of no. admission by 
th2 Justice Dep&rt~~nt that a c.er rented by the Dep~rtment had 
b.;cn uced to trnni;port t{,'lrtin Luther King n.-om Ilir-:.ninghwll to 
Sch:l.a for a speaking eniag~~nt in mid-October. The Juctice 
Depr.rtment had ~arlier d,mied the . charges. 

McLeod diuclosed that subpo.?nes had been sent to scv<::ral 
Juotice Department officials ortler!.ng their appc£ro.nce bcfcre 
the Grand Jury, and he ~pec~lated that, 

l..J "As soon e.s they found out ":hat we ,~ere doing and 
reslized that thsy would have to tell the truth 
under oeth they decided to lld.::iit that a Justice 
DcpQrt:.:"~nt CAr had beco us~d to bring King to 
Se lllll\. " 

Since some of th.e Justice Depert.~ent officials a~d em­
ployees to '1-:ho:n the eubpoocas were sent do not live in Alabii.tr.a 
chc.y cP..n oot bs :.-eq•.1:!..red to appear be fore t:..l-is Grand Jury, UcLcod 
expl~iood, but be ~d.ded that he was int~rested to see if the 

. .Fedc::-.E.l .Govc:~r:t -'\"iould -honor· lbc- req:.tests for their· appc.::r­
.:mcee. Tho e'!Jhpoon.~3 •,;ere sent by registered mail, ho &£id. 

"At tho tir.-a t±:,t -:.,s gcve ioforz;;ation to th!! Juctice 
D.:)p,1~tn.e:::it t?'..1-t r..n~ of the ciare r~~ted by them was u6ed to 

·· - .. i.:rWHf.ort Kin.; to Sc,h'!~, _. tl1cy ~.Ued it nnd accused us of lying, 
yet L.:: that thr.e tut; Jcst:ka Dept'.-..:l;r.,r:nt hc,d nll the fact& they 
h..:,vc nm: &11d tli'ly dt;!J ·M1 nlt. th£fr employees evililsble for 
q:.1a:t~.ooi.7it:. 11 

, . . ..... H,:.::i~:;-,£ (sf~, ,· .. tJj.ed . ..1'.l!a.tke Ilepart:u:cmt Attorney Th!:lton 
p. ....... ~Jr:.on thR 11£;;:q...:g,or.t" i.11 t~ C~:.io, pointing out that 
P.LnJo~sc·n ~~ubt.la~s cld ~~t i.:;I,e a~c~n~crn4nts for King's ri<le 
::o S::!1?1.'l cJ.c:::..:.. 

Sh!-.:. if£ .!-f.~ · :':.&:::i:~ h..!::l ~:-.r1..~.: c.(lle:d Henderson tha 
. , ' t- I ,. ,-, f" • ~ . • .,; - 1 d i;ci::pef;;, . ..:-._ .... ~ ;~ n .t:A .... r. .tn a lls'!l~?c::::nt cmJ.i yester<l:iy 
~1 ,, • ,,, .• tty t!.. li • I: ~L 11 i t ... . !:.r,.!! c.,"L-. ..r. ... a r,.:,t- o ... u .-D over-a ~ct vitie& of the 
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Juiit!ce Depr..rtrosnt in fmr.cr.tin& civil d~sobadicncc in Aleb£Ullll 
it is .pllrticula.:-ly re&rettable they havo £1uen fit: to ms.ke 
Tnelto:i H.imdereon, a Nog:.oe Justice D2partw,,nt leuyer, thl! 
official !lCElpagoat of its rJi&conduct." 

''!ha lie thE.t vas told in dt?i1yi.ng the c:h.art:e u:acle by 
officiz:.ls of tha State of Al..b:':.UIS. ~nd the Shr:r.1££' s Depr:rt:rr;znt 
of DcllAS County is indicative of m!lny other untrue &tate1r.cr,ts 
mad.a by the Civil Rights Division of the Justice? Depc.rtmcnt 
and r~cial ~its.tors ::.uch ll.!J ~..arl:!.n Luther King. 11 
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1111. 1\ ·1 ;u, 'N~ Y Lt J,i..:tAL 

M.r:-. Pnttin3c.r. 
1-1.:. '.l'hornb1.. rgh 

l:' .t r•.::i.~n hilV(.> the H;J.r.tin Luthr;ir K'inr.: 
11:. '.~ .:!::::.;:i.nat .!. r..n file rcvie•.ved at onZ·.:: 
.i;, the li9ht c;f rc.•c.:ent tci::timony 
,"?, 11! mak!.! a r.eco11oil:f!nc:i:1 tion as trJ •,..-r;e tlir:r 
tJ-1.:.: case s!lcu ld h~ rc~opon<:d. 
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(l)ffirt' uf tip.' _il.,llnntt'!! C!i>t'1H1ntl 
ll111nl1i119tu11, Il. Ql. :rn5:rn 

January 12, 1976 · 

Honorable Henri B. Gonzalez 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D .. C. 

Dear Congressman Gonzalez: 

As you are awar,, I · previously authorized staff 
members of the House Select Committc~ on Assassinations 
(94th Congress) access to material in the pos·session · 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation pertaining to 
their investigation into the assassinations· of President 
John F. Kennedy and -Dr. Hartin Luther King, Jr. Much 
of the information contained in these files is covered 
by the Priva~y Act, 5 U.S.C. §552(a), which prohibits 
the dissemination of agency records of this nature to_ 
unauthorized persons. Of course the Act, 5 U.S . C. 
li552(a) (b) (9) ,· exempts requests by committees of Congress 

.fro·m these prohibitions. 

I am advised, however, that during the present 
hiatus period in which the House Select Corrunittee on 
Assassinations has not been .reauthorized, there would be 
·serious questions of violation of that statute if material 
is supplied to staff members. I have asked that this 
matter be reviewed. 

In the meantime . the FBI will continue to process 
the requests previously receiv_ed from the Select Committee 
and prepare c,iocuments so that they will be ready for 
transmittal when the committee is recreated by the 
95th Congress. Thus we can try to minimize any delay 
caused by this pause. 

You have my assurance that at the tinie the Select 
Committee is reestablished by the 95th Congress, the 
Dep,artmcrlt will again provide· access -to the relevant files 
and materials. 

AG -tt3 
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I k11lH~ ,l.11;1 t: Ll11..:. IJl!p:,r t:1111•,1 (; J.ol>k:; Lu t'h'il rd t:o 
· 'r.on t i.n11(?cl coopC'r:i tion. w:i. th your commi l: tt!c ,incl t:hC! 

Con~rc::;s. 

cc: Hon. 
Hon. 
Hon. 
Hon. 
lion. 

Sincerely, 

~ ~ J"t.1._ 
·tdward H. Levi 
.Attorney General 

Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr. 
Pet~r w:. Rodino~ Jr. 
Don Edwards 
John J, Rhodes 
Samuel L. Devine ·,, 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
THURSDAY, APRIL 29, 1976 AG 

. ' In response to inquiries fro• the news media , 
regarding the Civil Rights Division's review of the Martin 
Luther King files, Attorney General Edward H,,Levi today 
issued the following statement: 

L 

I have directed the Office of Professional Responsibility, 

headed by Michae~ Shaheen, to complete a ~eview of all recoids 

in the Department of Justice concerning the Reverend 1Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. The Civil·Rights Division, under the 

personal directio? of - Assistant Attorney General J. Stanley 

Pottinger, completed on April 9 a five - month preliminary 

review of file~ at FBI headquarters. As a result of this 

preliminary review, the,civil Rights Division has recommended 

that the review be carried forward to completion with an 

additional examination of records at FBI h~adquarters and 

field offices. It is believed :that more .than 200,000 documents 

may be involved. 

On the basis of this prelim~nary review, Assistant 

Attorney Gerieral Pottinger stated that his tentative conclusions 

were (1 ) there was no basis to believe that the FBI in any way 

caused the death of Dr. King, (2) no evidence was discovered 

tha~~he FB1 investigation of the assassinatiori of Dr. King 

was not thorough and honest, ~nd (3) instances were found 

indicating that the PBI undertook a systematic program of 

harassment of Dr. King in order to discredit him and harm both 
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:):n ordering on April ,26 the complete review by Mr. 

Shaheen, I directed that the investigati~n be completed 

' forthwith and that answers to four.specific questions be . . 

furnished· to nie a~d FBI Director Clarence M. Kelley on the 

basis of the review of all documents: 

-- Whether the FBI investigation of Dr. King's 

assassination was thorough and honest; 

Wheth~r there is any evidence tnat the FBI was 

involved . in the assassination of Dr. King;· 

Whether, in light of the first two matters, there 

is any new evidence whi:ch ha"s come to the 9ttention of the 

Department concerning the assassination of Dr. King; 

-- Whetner the nature of the relationship between the 
... 

Bureau and Dr. King calls f _or criminal p.rosecutions, disciplinary 

proceedings, or other appropriate action. 

Mr. Pottinger pointed out that the ·civil Rights 

Division has been continuously investigating allegations 

conce~ning . the . assassination of Dr • . King . as _these allegations. 

come to the attention of the Dep_artment:. 
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POST•Nr W!.Wl Ul 11A11C.,Hl, INC 

~1.iy 10. 1916 

Attorney General Levi 
Dcpnrtment of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear· Mr. Levi: 

\1 

I am forwaraing·the enclosed transci"ipt to you at 
the request of Mr. M~rtin Agronsky. 

Sincerely, , 

- ~7-~~~ 
James L. Snyder 
Vice President/News 

JLS:sec 

· Enclosure 
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l'fllrl'IAI, TI\ANSCIU l''J' 

AGIWNSKY J\NlJ COMPANY· 

(uirc<l 5/8/76) 

Martin Agr?nsky: · The Senate Intelli~enc~ Co~nittce charges the 

FBI with having used lawless tactics, with having 

fomented violence and unrest in. its effort to 

denigrate the Black Panther Party. And there are 

further revelations about the FBI's campaign of 

character assasination against Dr. Ma~tin Luther 

King, Jr. 

Martin Agronsky: Listen, let's talk about ... we only have a couple 

of minutes. ;.about something that i• truly distress­

ing. U~, we have the second of two reports again 

from the Church Co~mittee, the .Senate Intelligence 

Coiruni ttee, on the utterly shocking and lawl.ess- -

which is the word that th~ Committee used in 

describing it--conduct of the FBI in dealing with 

character assasination of Martin L.uther King, Jr. 

and with an effort to denigrate the~Black Panther 

Party. Now what distresses me about the situation 

as far as Martin Luther King is concerned is that 

the Attorney General of ~he United States, Mr. -Levi, 

having conduc~ed this internal investigation· 

appar.cntly has ·over_rul ed a Stanley Pot ting er, the 

.Assistant Attorney General to whom he delegated 

i 
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Carl Rowan: 

AC.IWNSKY Ii CO. (5/11/76) ·• l':IJ\C LIYO 

the investigation nn<l hns <lc~i<le<l to continue 

invcstigation ' insille the Department- -will not 

go outside to appoint a commission to really 

look at it. Now how can the FDI, or how can the 

Jµstice Departme~t, or the Attorney General, 

if you like, really please himself and his 

department? 

Well, Martin, this is part of the old insanity 

we}ve ~een going through since Watergate came 

up. I'm sick and tired of people wanting to 

,investigate themselves. 

·Martin Agronsky: Yeah 

Carl Rowan: I mean with all of the dir~iness and all of the 

,· 

Martin Agronsky: 

nauseating violations .of law involved in all of 

these FBI activities, .I don't want anybody in 

the Justice Department doing-the inV'CstigatinR. 

They couldn.'t control things and . they couldn't . 

investigate when .J. Edgar Ho_o".er was around and 

I'm not.willing to trust · them to do it now. 

·Peter? 



Peter Ll:wgor: 

ACIIONSKY Ii CO. (!i/11/76) • • P:q:e three 

We~l, I think that uh, you know, it seems to me 

that the i~vestiga~ions have been completed • . It's 

now what you do ab~ut i~, Carl. 

Martiri Agronsky: That's (garbled), 

Peter lisagor: 

Carl Rowan: 

Peter Lisagor :. 

,· 

·=· 

I 

If some outside outfit were to investigate 

they'll repeat what the Senate Comnit~ee has done. 

No.. W!!ll, uh Martin, uh what Levi is talking 

about··they've looked at their files in the 

Justice Department, but out in those regional 

offices ihere are a whole host · of documenis 

that I understand nobody has really looked at 

'and I'd rather have a blue ribboned group of 

citizens look ~r it, and let's get the mess over 

with, than to have the Justice Department do it 

and nobody believe them • 

. You used· the word denig.rate. I don't know whether . 

that came out of the report about the Black 

Panthers, but they moved · on the Black Panthers 

in a way to de·st·roy them· and -I°t · led to shootouts, 

it led to murder of, uh, some of their lc:alers 

and so on. And in Chicago where· this, one of 



Martin Agronsky: 

AGRONSKY ~ CO. (5/R/76) P:igc four 

the major shootouts occurred·aud Fred Hampton, 

the leader of the Black Panthers was killed, Martin, 

they're still under lawsuits you know, there's uh, 

still several million dollar lawsuits ... (garbled) 

the police ..• ,. 

That isn't good enough. 

(garbled). 

That isn't good enough ... 

Peter Lisagor: No! I'm saying . denigrate is a mild word . 

. , Martin Agronsky: Well, that's the last word, Peter. Thank you, 

gentleme1;. 

,' I 

· :· 
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Attorney General of the 
United States . 

Department of Justice Building 
Washington, D.C. 

Attention: Jack Fuller, Esq. 
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'3)41 House OFFIC~ DUILDINC . l\t'NEX Z. 

VlltSl,tlNCTON, ;'),C, 20Sl5 

Jilnuilry 13, 1977 

The llonorilb le Ed1'iilrd H. 
Att01·ney General of the 
Department of Justice 

Levi . , · 
United States 

·.waihingtoh, p. c . . 20430 

·- D~ar Mr. Attorney Generil.l: 

?_ 

I · take this opportunity to ackno\'/ledge receipt of and thank 
.you most sincl!rely for your letter dated January 12, 1977, l'lhich I have 
just received. 

I expect ihe Select Committee l'liil soon be re-established but 
want you to knm•1 I am very grateful for your courteous and considerate 

.. cooperation. 

CC: HorF. 
Hon. 
lion. 
Ho·n. 
Hon. 

With ·kindest regards, I am 

Thomas P. O'ne·i11, Jr. 
Peter W. Rodino, Jr. 
Don Ed1·1ards 
John J. Rhodes 
Samuel L. Devine 

srcerely, a . 1 i &{tt~· tjJJJ..-1.f~ 
Henry B. Gbnzalez 1/.1 
!.~ember of Congress 
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The Honorable Griffin B. Bell 

a.,c!rcl l!:ommillcc 011 mf~,,1ir;i11nlio111i 

~l./1;,, ~Jour;r o( l\cprcncnlnlilic!f. 
:>HI ftOU~i. orr-,cr. DUILOING, J\NNCX 1 

WASHING·roN, o.c. 20~15 

February 3, 1977 

Attorney General ·of the United· States 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 2~430 

. Dear Mr .• Attorney General: 

As you m·ay know, House Resolut.ion 222, passed February'2, 1977, 
re-es·tabl ished · the House Select Committee on Assassinations. Fol10~1ing 
the termination of the life of the Select Conmittee on January !j, 1977, 
I was advised by former Attorney General Levi, that the s·taff· of the 

-Select Committee would no longer have access to information within the 
custody of the Federal Bureau o.f Investigation. 

Enclosed for your information are copies of correspondence 
between former Attorney General Levi and myself. 

I would very much appreciate it if both myself and Congressman 
Richardson Preyer could meet with you early next week to discuss access 
lo documents as well a·s other matters of mutual concern. 

With kindest personal 

"'itii~ /i¢1~ 
. . HEN.RY 13. . .GONZALEZ 

Chairman 

~ 

'L, 

-,·. .. ~ . '"' :-. 
r I ...,, ,•, 

·\:: ·r . 
... ··.: .,., s ~:·-:'.:"-=' 

~ \~}'i\ 
·r-

l.; . -

I -

!~ ... ~, 

· ....... -

~ 
F 
I . 
i· 
I 
L 
~ 

f ·' 

. . 
r '•. 

:~{ 
·"' ' 

________....._ 



., 

,~ ?="'.~. ---
0. :. 

j r ... ·· 
~ 
i 
! .f 

I 11 ! \.'-I /.1)1( 11, I 111. 
I IT<ll(:\J;)' (;J;:,s1;1t,\I, 

·, 

'C--.. r-
(J. r:,11 :,> 

!~ · >.. ; 

,_ z 

~ -~ 
.. ·-r.· •.• :t> .. z~ 

r .. --............ ....,,...-;----~·-"·"'3'~ 
..::.·1 (' 

. :·· 

\. 
... . ·:. 

.. , .. . 
_, . '.~ .. ~~-~":..,. 

•: 
.· .. 
... ":~• .. . 
. · .......... ': . 

. .. --·.f <~·: . 

r~·-; _ _i_:l-:f-_~-·-----.:----.. -_--------------------------........ ==-=,,.,..-=.,,.,==,.,..-..,.,.=="""==.::.~ 

~ ·;;;f~~t .. A 6 ff J y 
~ f~ ..... -~ .-. ,· ... ... .. 
£ -/itt~i~f~J.;:~• .":."'f? ,jl\~- ;~,v' J~--~~;s:.. •.,_;·~::,. '·,, ' ·,. ~- ,, ,::' ·~ . 
?·j 

·., ... 
.. ~.J)·~·.: : , .. 



~::.~c.c~:.a<.·.c:_::_;:,-:, __ ::.c.:c_ __ c~<,...::.:.0c~~-:'i!I:,~:.-"" . ,,c~~ffi.:V.!lll',il!'i!ZL,,,z~ ··"'-'?• ,.-.,,2,, ~-~-~=IL£?,;,~~-2~£Qo,r;_L ,5".0.: .. s:•,·_:., 

~ 
~j 

~; 
f:J 
~~/ 

fl 
ti 
~; 

~ : 

I 
I 

1. 

J\JJU,i !.'.1.1.CJH.:R 

... ?, 

VIJ\5HINGTON, D.C. 20~10 

ri ·-: 

JoL Ii\ 10 :io 'riH '11 
OE.Pi.OF JL'S1\CE 

K/dl UHl1 .· ~ 
J July 11, 1977 

The Honorable Griffin B. Bell 
Attorney General of the 

United States 
Department of Justice 
Washington~ D. ·c. 20530 

Dear Attorney General Bell: 

L 

T 

.. . ,; .. ...... . 

RECE\V.Eu 

' 
;lij 1 5 \977 

O.L.A. 

In the enclosed article copied· from "The Review of 
the News''• a publication printed in Bel~ont, Massachusetts, 
serious allegations are made against ·the late Dr. Martin 
Luther King. The article speaks of surveiilance records 
kept on Dr. King and alleged Communist associates. 

I believe that files on Dr. King should be made pub­
lic and the allegations carefully checked out. . FBI Director 
Kelley has outlined in recent correspondence with me the 
various ways in which results of the FBI's surveillance of 
Dr. King are available, including the report of a Justice 
Department task force and the Senate hearings on intelli­
gence activitiei. 

Director Kelley suggested that I write to you directl~ 
regarding any decision involving the release to the·general 
public of FBI investigative resul~s in the King investiga­

'tion. I would, therefori, like to voice my support for 
such a decision. There is no need to keep any files on 
Dr. King secret after such a long time. 

I would appreciate any comments you might have on this 
matter'.. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

)1_~~--~--
-.-/-?,~-.~-·· ... ::.(-t. ·:.:! .;J: .. . - i 

l
• :ldr,oli:,L1'.T G~ .lv.:.flfA.'; j 

~ I 

111. ,JUL 1 ~", 1()77 ', I 

O.H.O.M. J 

/ Enclosures 

.OrFICI:. Of LECIS0>.i1VE1..:-r;. 

r:,,:,- I ,=,:r,9' y,._.;-! . 
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a SE,-;ATOR Frank Ch-urch (D.-ldaho) 
has turned \he Senate lntelli~cnce 
Commillee inlo a vehicle for smeorinc 
the late F-.B.I. Director J. Ed~or 
Hoo,•er. Hoover's prh·ate files shov.: 
that he hncl brcomc convinced thnt 
1-fartin Luther J, ing was a person of 
low moral chnrncler who had fallen 
under the control of the ·communlsL,. · 
Churr.h claims io- find this absurd. 
Allorn11· Grnrral Hobert Renned~·. 
howe\'er, clid nor find it n bsurd in 1 he 
leust nncl n111hori1.ed F'.1:1.1. WT\'eil­
lancr of Kine - includini: wiretnps, 
which were maintoined between 1963 
and l9G6. 

Those wiretnps and other evidence 
proved thot Mortin Lulher l{ini: was 
indeed o peT'on of low morn I chnrncler 
who lind fnllcn unrler ·the control nf 
the -C-i,mnfunist,. Hui Senntor Churrh 
lws, like Hirhurd Ni~on, ducked the 

D,umber l, 197S 

... . 

by Hobcrl H. J!ecilcr 

issue hy refusing lo release the damn· 
ing t_npes. And the "Liberal" pres.< has 
cooperated hy laboring lo create the 
myth thnt Martin Luther King was an 
innocent \'ittim of Dirrctor Hoo"tfs 
bad temprr. 

The F.!3.1. hos been srrusro of piny, 
ing "dirt)' uicks" on _ Martin Luther 
Kini:. ll has been accused of threaten· 
in~ lo releast information in ils fil"" 
thot wnuld hnvc hren dnmogini: to 
King's respr.c\nhility. And nlmnst 
nothing hns l,crn soirl nbnut Mnrlin 
Luther King's notorious immornlity 
and Communist assorioles. The N<'U' 

York Times, on 1':o,·emhcr 19, l9ili. 
commented: "The commiUet staff . 
memLrrs said they rould find no jus• 
tification for the burcnu's allork on 
Dr. Kini;," Thr Senntt lntelli,:cnct 
Commillrr would like 11~ to helirve 
ll111\ Mnrlin Luther ),in~ wn• umler 

.'ot-.. 
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,un·dllance· because he criticized the 
F.JJ.I. . ' 

We do not know who! informnlion is 
in the iuL,1 antinl F.n.J. lile on TJr. 
l\in,:, hut we du know 111111 r,•en· tire 
mos! rursor~' look nl Mnrlin l.u1lrcr 
!{in,:'~ p11hlfr record ,hould rnn\'inre 
the- rnc..·rc!St 1\•10 1h111 thrrr wn!'- ,·rrv 
1;111Hl rt·nst111 ;;,r l)iri•clor l loo,·~r !CJ co~­
siilcr J{in,: "ilongcrous.''. · ... -

Mnrlin Luther Kini: wa• quoted in 
the Nl'w }'urk 1\'c,r/d TC'ir,:ram of July 
2;3, l!JG4, u dcclorin,:: "(/ am) sick 
and tired of people ••yin~ this mo,·e· 
menl hes liern inliltreled b\' Commu, 
nisl.s anti Communist sydipn1hizers. 
There are a. many Communists in 
this freedom mo\'ement n.s there are 
Eskimos in Florida." One hnrdh· ha, to 
look at tht entire "freedom· mo,·•· 
men!" lo find r.,·idence of Communist 
inliltration - tlrou~h the lt\·el of in/ii· 
tration waE overwhelmin~ when the 
whole mC1,·eml'nt is considerrd. Rath, 
er, lo bt scrupulously · fair, lei us · 
look direct!~· under Dr. Kinf• nC1se -
at those person, closest to him - and 
set what we find. 

Jlunkr Pitt, O'Dell came tCI wnrk' 
for thr Southern Christian Leadership 
Confe~enre (S.C.L.C.l late in 19fi0 u 
Dr. Kin,:'s ,i:arr consultant. In the foll 
of 19u:? he wu promottd to erlin,: 
staff direclor in charre. of ,•nt er rei:i•· 
trali~~ a~-d inte,:rntinn workshops. 
Durin,: this period, O'Dell wns n mem• 
lrer c,f tho Nntional Comminre of 1he 

·. Con1111u11ist l'nrt~·. The "Lib,·101" 
press i~nnred it . Finally, on October 
26, 1961, the Sr. wui, r.lohr,Drmo, 
era/ rr,·rnlrd !hot in J!l56 nnd J!i,._~ 

2 

lluntrr !'ills O"Dcll hnd lll'cn identi• 
fi,•d under oath a, o Communist 
uri:nnizc,t. 

\\'hnt did Mnrtin J.11th1•r l\iu~ du? 
· H,· onrmurwccl 1h01 Ire hod dischpr~i·d 

Cornrudc O'Dell. 
A frw m"nth!- Jntcr ii wus di!i.rOV• 

,•rc•d lhnl 0'1)1•!1 hnd uul lu•1•11 fi0

rt'f! 
hut 1uumot<'d, ond \\'US now runnint: . 
King'• lar,:e New York oflicr! \\'hen 
the story hit. Dr. Kini;- claimed to ha,·e 

' di,char,:cd O'Dell a second time. A 
iuli,cquent chock b·y U.P.l. deter­
mined that Hunter Pitu O'Dell of the 
Kational Commillet of the Commu• 
ni,1 Party was still employed by Dr. 
.M ariin Luther J,in~. 

Dnyard Rustin i, the noloriou, 
homosexual l\ini: called "a brilliant, 
efficient and cledicoled 1•ri:onizer and 
one of the best and most persua,i\'e 
in1rrpre1ers of nom·iulence." He was 
!1-PC'TPIIU)' and ad\'i~or to Kin;: from 
l!l5G 10 1960. and went with him to 
Oslo lt• recei\'e the Kobel Prize in 
1964. 

Ru!-tin wai an or1=anizer. recruiter, 
and fund-raiser for · the· Youn~ · Com• 
munis·t Lea,:ue, sel'\·ed 2@ months in 
prison durin~ \\'orld \\'ar Jl for rofu•· 
in,: to do work required of those who 
were cons~jentiou" objectors, wa!­
,:h·en GO days in Joi! in C1<1ifornia for 
l.ewd \'ai:rancy in l!l!i3, ond whilr.­
workin,: for Kin,: wn~ onr Clf only fi,·e 
"impnTl in! ol,sel'\·rr•' nt thr Com mu• 
nist l'nrty's clnsrd ,door 16th nnlionnl 
con,·cntiun in 1!15i. '!'hot is only part 
of th• record. 

Frrd Shulllosworth, lon,:time firld 
srcrrlnry of l,inr,'• S.C.l .. C:., w11• 

Tlor ~rtlrw 0111,, ~lWS 

•I 
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,. 
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--prcsiden( of !he Snul lirrn Conference 
Educotionul Fund (S.C.E.f.). This· 
gruup wos thuroui:hly investi~sted by 
CommiLler.s of both the House and 
Senole nnd rerwnledly found lu hnvr 
Leen D 111njur ·communist op_crnlion. 
On No,·cmuer 2G, J9G3, Shulllesworth 

· wos one of lwo honored iuesls ol the 
15th annh·crsnry dinner of the No­
tiu"nl. Gvardi'o11, .described by a Con­
i:ressional Committee as "a virtual 
official prnpni:andn orm of So,•iet Rus­
sin." A former bootle~i:er, Fred Shut­
lleswurth's Communist. Communist 
J-"ronl, and radical activities fill three 
typr"Titten pa~es. Kini: •~id or Shul­
tlesworlh: "H"·erend Shuttles"·orth·is 
my principal nide. \\"hy, he ga,·e me 
my start and hr sd\"ised me from the 
vt1y lirsl. I depend on him." 

James Bevel was Martin Luther 
King'• chief aide in Chicago. He has 
declared: "We must move u, deslrPy 
Western Capitalism." At a Black 
Pnwer rally at llcrkele.,·. Colifornia. in 
1966 Bevel announced: "One of the 
proLlems of not being able lo bum 
down the slum• or Chicei:o is al this 
point not ha,·ini:-thf'" properdisciplirll' · 
require,:! for the problems or carr;·ini: 
out thoi kfod or a mission. Thal is why 
w1• hnv1•n't lmrnrcl it clown •••. We 
nr1• r.nini: tu l,1· pnrt nr nn int1·rnntiu11ol 
revolution tu end sla,·er;· • , •• I i:ucs~ 
I h•te \\'cst.,rn Ch,iJi2<1tion more thun 

. most people ••.• " 
'!'lie "1!1•,·rrNul" llr\'el continu,•d lo 

·,·mphnsir.e tlll' clcslructi1111 uf cnpitol­
ism, and then he !old the cr,.wd that, 
when John ]'\ cnnrdy wof. J>rr~idcn.t, 
llrvi·l I ind 1old pruj,Lc: _"H ll,r ViNcuur. 
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j11mp1•d Jockic in my h11ck yord, 
.wouldn't pull them uf( h,•r." 

W~·ull ;r, Wnlkcr, stoff aide t_o 
Mnrtin Luther Kine, wtts cdiloriol ud­
visor to the M nrxisl -Lrninisl l'rnpr•· 
·sivr Lul,ur Movcinenl. He wns II rn;nil­
iar snpporler of Communist fronts. 

M~·lr• Horton "'8S dirrclor or il,c 
Hi~hlunder Center, nn ou1~ro,.·1h of 
the H i~hlonc!cr folk School, in Tennes­
see, where Kini: wns trained. Marlin 
Luther Ji:in~ wns in fact listed as o 
sponsur ·or the li,~hlnndcr Center on iL• 
stationery. Hori on roncrh•ed thr Hi~h­
lnnder Fulk SchPol, drscribed by R 

,Juint CommitH•r uf the Tennessee 
J.r~islnt urr os "a m~elin~ pl ore for 
known Communists and fclluw tra,·el­
ers.'" The Gturi:ia Commission on 
Education termed ii a " Communist 
Trainin~ Sr.hool." 

Jomes DombrPwski was another 
memLer or the Communist Party who 
was• close friend nnd ad,·isor 10 Mnr· 

' tin Luther li:in~. Law enforrrment au-
1horitie• obtbined a rnnctllrd check 
mode out to·K inr from thr Communist 
front S.C.E:F. which wa, sirned by 

·Dombrowi.ki .and · Bcnjumin Smith. 
Smith. acrordin~ tn Senator J nm•• 0. 
Enstland tD . -Mi.sissippil, " ••• i• 
n·~is1cn•rl un,i1,r 1hr fureil!n A~1·11ts 
lh·~i•lrntion · Act "" 11n 11i:e111 of Field 
Cu~u,, ... 

ln o letter diseovrrrd 1,y ~o,·err>-- -· 
mrnt in\'r,;tiJ!nlors. ]{in,: wrotr lo 
Cnmrndr DumLrow~ki: "Deur Jim: 
'.11,is is just o 111111• to 11rk11ooll'li,il~r 
rrrcipt of your l1•111•rs or rcrcnl dnlc. 

"\\"c. loo. wen• rnorr thnn h11pp~· l11 hn\'~ 
you in c,ur )unnl". tJw (clluw,.;h.ip 1t1·w. 

l 
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very re--·ardin,: •••• Very sincerely 
yours, l\1nrtin." 

Corl and Anne Broden ha·ve both 
been lon,:time, notorious members o( 

the Communist Pany workin,: in the 
Loui,,·ille area. The Brodens, of(icer• 
or the S.C.E.F., wert pnrt or the "Lou­
is,•ille S,•ven" - a ~ruup responsil,le 
fur purchasin,: a house in an all -1<·hile 
area of Louis,·ille, sell in~ il. lo a ;,;eiro 
ramily, and thrn dynamitinc it to stir 
up racial tr<111blr. 

Ring wrote, a letler to the Braden• 
in 19~9 urgin~ lhrm to brcome per• · 
manenlly associated with his Southern 
Christion Lt•nder,hip Cnnrer~nce: 

A phnto~roph tnken at the 6th on• 
11unl conference of the S.C.L.C. in 
]962, and found in the files of Jomes 
Domhww,ki. ,how• 1,·1or1in Luther 
Kini:, Carl nnd AnnP Broden, ond 
Jame• Dnmlirowski, and describrs 
Kini: on thr back as " respondini: LO 

Anne Hrnric:i"• ,peerh.-
Aubrry \\'illium~ was president of 

S.C.J,.F". until l!IG.1. In 194& thr t:.S. 
Senntc rcjccted his appointment tn a 
i:n\'ernm!'lll post brcause of hi• nJ'filin• 
lions with the Cornmunisi nppnrftlus. 
In rnb.1, \\'illiom• wns identified under 

. onth n• ·n mcmher of the Communist 
J>or1y hy two wiurc••r,,. 

Two ) ;l'Or> Jnter, in l!lii., J<inr, wns 
photoi:rnphed with Williams. M_yle• 
Jlor1on, A liner 13crry (o mcmlier of lhc 
Ccntrnl Cmmniltrc or the Communi.i 
l'rrrtyl, 1111<1111 her Ccrrnrnrir• nl n Corn• 
muni~1 trninin,: ~rhool in Tcnncs~ec. 
l,ir,~ u·frrrcd In \\"illinm• a• "one of, 
thr·rmhlr J'll'r~onnliric~ ,,r nur timr,:.'." 

Jl,;Jph Uu,·id A l>l'rnnllry wn• Mnr• 

tin Lulher Kin,:'s top oide from the 
time of the J\1ont~onr<ry Bus Boycott. 
He surce,•dcd Kini; as head of the 
S.C.L.C. AlicrnAthy accompanied Dr. 
l,ini: to that :Communist tra ,nin,: 
•chnol in Tcnnts.<ec in 19&i. And they 
had more than their radicol commit• 
mcnt in common. In lhe 19f>S , .• ;. or 
Alabama , •• l)aui.s, •worn testimony 
was introduced rciardini: •rxuor iib•r· · 
rations committr.d by Ahcrnothy on a 
J[,.ycnr-nld ,:irl. who ,on,: in the rhoir of 
his church. 

Not onl~· i• Abernathy on octive 
supporter of •uch Communist causCli 
os 1hr effort 1.(1 frrr Communist Ani:rln 
Do\'is. but in 1!172 hr " 'HS on honun•d 
~ue.i of the Sm•ict l.;ninn nnd ufCnm­
munisl East Gcrm~n~· (G .D.H. J, where 
ht· declored: "A> pnstor nnd thro­
lorinn. I am or tht opinion t lrnt the 
G.LJ.H. emhnrlic~ whnt wr aspire to in 
the world." Two hours l,efore his dc­
pnrture )rp told a Communist Party 
prrss ronferencr: "\\lint wr nrr ,till 
ri~htin~ for in tl,r U.S .A. is whnt has 
alrcad~· liern arhir,·ed in the G.D.H." 

Thr East Gr.rm on CommunisL< ra,·e 
Aliernnthy n mrdol. nnd rrpnrird -thnt 
nrcnti of their lcadin~ rclii:i,,11, Front 
had '"inr man\' vrnr~·· hrl'n in r.orrP~· 
pondcnrr wili, 

0

Morti11 J,u1l1rr l,ini:. 
Tiu·~· irrrsi·ntrd tire "l!r\'i,rt•111I" Ali,·r· 
noth,· with a Germon edition or Corel· 
ta S~oll Kini:"• M." Lifr With Martin 
J,utl,rr Kin~ •. • .,,J he drclurcd: "l'rc,i• 
d1•n1 l\rnrw<I)· onr,· Mid iu \\'rst llcrlin 
tlrnt Ire wn• o B1•rli11rr. I wnnl to 
chon~c lhot nnd sn~·: 'l om o Cili1.rn of 
tl,r \ Cnmmu11i.,t) Germon Dcmocrotic 
llrpulilic.'" 

Th, ~nl,w 01 Th, NCWS 
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LtTTI.& wonder that after fon,:lhy 
in\'estii:ntiun the Joint Lr,:islotive 
Committee on Un-Amcri<Rn Acti\'ities 
for the Stat,'. of Louision• concluded in 
its thrre-pnrl n,•pon on the activities of 
S.C.E.F. that the Southern Chri,tinn 
LebdershiJ> -Conference, headed· by 
Mortin Luther Kin,:, w~s "substantial. 
ly under the contrul uf the Cornmunist 
Party. thruur,h the innueni:e of the 
Southern Conference F.tlucnlionnl 

·Fund·(S.C.E.F.) and the Comml.lnisu 
who mona,:e iL" 

If Mnrtin Luther Kini: was "sick 
and tired of people sayinc this mo,·e­
mcnt hus Leen infiltrated b" Commu­
nists_ and Communist ,:ymi,nthizers." 
il was because he knew it was true. 

And su did J. Edi;ar Hoo,·tr and the 
F.B.I. Director Hoo\'er spoke out many 
limes lo warn of Communist im·oh·e· 
menl in the "ch·il righL," mo,·ement .. 
On one occasion, he said: "\\" e do know 
that Communist in·nuenre does exist 
in the Nei:rn mo,·emenl and it is this 
in_nuence which is \'iially important.", 
Hoo\'Cr declared that the Communist 
J>arly "strh·•s only to exploit what are 
often lci;itimate Nei;ro comploinu and 
i;rie\'ances for the ad,:ance_111ent of 
Communist objec1h·es , , . . Racial in­
citlen\., .ore moi:nified and drama­
ti1.ed ·1,y Communist, in on effor1 to 
,:cnrrntc rur.inl tensions." 

Mrs. Julin Brown is a brave and 
i:r•ciou, Necro lady •• i:~ spent more 
than nine years as a member of the 
Communist J>nrl)' in Clc,·efond, ser\'• 
in,: ns on ,undcrco,•t•r operative for the 
F\·dernl Bun•nu of lnv•sti,:ation. Ac• 
cording to Mrs. l.!ro"'"ll: 

b,umL'•r ~, 197S 

- ·-·------- ... -·-·-· -- . . 

.. 

••• hfr. Kin,: wa., onr of thr 1,,or•t 
rnrmie., m,v proplr rvrr /u,d, 

J knou• that it i$ ron.,iderrd pr,ur 
tastr In !Peak ill of thr drad. But u1hr11 
sumrunr uri•rd t/1r l'llrmir,· of 011r 
rountr;,· U"hi/r a/it•r, and hi., nomr i• 
.,till uud h.,. hi.< wmrode, tu pr'o'motr 
anti-A maican arthritics, .,/iauldn 't 
pcup/r who knnu· tl,e truth spraJ:!t111i f 

J learned man~· surpri.,in,: tliini:s 
while J .<rr<•ed in thr Cummuni.,t Party 
for thr FBT. Communist lcodrr., tnld u., 
about t/1r drmun,trntion . .: that u:011/d 
br .,tarted, t{,e protrd morchrs, the 
demands that u•ould be mndr fur mn.,­
.,iur frdrra/ intrn•cntion. Eucry Com• 
mi;ni.tt u·o.1> ordcrC'd In hC"lp ccmuinrt" 
/\meriron J.'c;ror., that u•e arr no bet• 
Irr off than .,/ours. ll'hrrruu ure u•rnt 
and u:hotl'P<'r wr did, u:l' W<'rC' to pre,. 
molC' race, consc:iou.incs.~ and rc.,cnt:­
mrnt, brrausr thr Communi,t, know 
tho·, the technique of dh·idc end con­
quer really u·orks. 

Irr u·ere also told to promo:r Mar­
tin Luther King. ta unitr ]\'e,:rur.• and 
u:hitc., behind him, and In turn /iim 
int(I .,ame. sort of not;o11al hrru. Wr 
u:rrr to /nok to Kin[! a.< thr leader in 
thi, ~tru,:clr, thr Communi,ts said, 
brcou~r hr u1a.t on our &idr ! 

J r.nou· the:,· wrrr ri11ht. brrau.<r 
u:l,ilr I u·o• in thr Communi.,t /'arty I 
lrornrd thilt Murtin l,11thrr Jiin,: !JI• 
trndrd a Communist truinin,: .«hool. J 
lrarncd that srucral of hi., aide., ai1d 
as~i&tnnts u,crr Communi:,.-ts. that l,r 
ri·rci1•rd fund, from Communi.,u, und 
that hr u·a, ta/:inc dircctiu11s /rum 
Commu11i.(t ,1-, 

Most America~ 11cucr look at the 
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Cr,mniunisl prcsK in. t/11'• country. If 
t/11")' d,'d, the)' u,uuld learn that thr 
Cumm1111is1., /ou,,d Mortin Luther 
Kin,:. lie u•os one of their bii:,:nt. 
hrrucs. And I know for a fnrt the Cum• 
muuis/$ wuutd ncuer l,aue promoted 
him, /i11n11rrd liim, nncl .<uppurtcd him · 
if the,\' c11uld11 't trust him. lie carried 
out tl,eir orders just n.• slaL•i.,hl\' os 
Purt:,• memi/crs in Cleueland, Ohi~. ·· 

Lillie wontlerthnt F'.H:I. Director J. 
Edgar Hoover coiled Martin Luther 
King "the most no1.0rious liar in the 
country.·~ 

We do not know what additional 
information Mr. Hoo,·er had on Kini:, 
but after years of electronic sun·cil­
lonce he cert a inly knew much more 
thnn wr hovc brcn able to present in 
this brief sun·ry from the public rec• 
ord. Yet thr Senote lntelli~ence Com• 
mittee hns refused to release the F .B.I. 
lile on Kini:. They chose instead to 
altack the F .B.l. for usini: "dirty 
tricks." and memben of the Commit• 
ter staIT said ;,they could find no justi• · 
fication for the bureau's atuck on Dr. 
Kini:." lnc.redibly, a U.PJ. release on 
No\'ember 19, 19';5, declared: "A to_p 
FBl~ffidarsnicf\\\dnesd~y th;i the 
Bureau had no lc~al justification for ilS 
smenr'. cnmpaii:n o~ainst Dr. Mortin 
J,utl,r.r J,ini: ,Ir. hut ~uspcctrd, with• 
out r,·iclt•nrr. hr mir,ht be under 'Com• 
muniP-l inOuc:ucc. • " 

"Susprcted, without ci:idencc. 

·-
. ,. Thot i~. n~ we hove ~cen, !.i,1nply 

nnt true. And thr distortion i~ intended 
lo doinoi:c tl,r rrputotion of bcith the 
F.B.J . and the lute Director J. Edg11r 
Hoover.• 

John J. McD,·~~11,u, Assisinn.t Di• 
rector uf the F' .. U.1 •• ~pnkc· on 1'0,·1·111her 
21, 1975, before a -Connecticut puup 
which oids fomilics of policemen, firr• 
men, ond cnrrrctinM officrrs kill~·d in 
the line of dut,·. lie snicl the F.ll.J.', 
six-yeor surniliance ~f J\1artin.Luther 
lGni: wns juslifil'd becaus• of concern 
!hot Kin~ wu lnnuenr.ed hy sub,·cr• 
sh·es. He 1iu1 it this way: "\\'t did whnt 
we felt we hnd lo do for the welfRre of 
the notion ol the time. Don' t for~rt 
thry iraa'ir,,/.• at1d Commi,i,i.,t.,J were 
boinbin~ lh• Penlo~on. They said they 
were ~oin~ to shut dnwn the ~o\'cm­
ment.'' Another F.H.J. official rP· 
minded us thot the Kin~ projects 
"wer~ started al ·a time when cities 
were bein~ burned ..•. " 

We belie,:e m·ost Americans would 
apee that our law enforcement author­
ities should . hep under sur\'eillance 
nny person or ~roup about which there 
is substantial e,·idence of in"olvcment 
.i.n . such crimes u; revoluLionary vio­
lence, Communist sub,·ersion, and con• 
spir11cy ";lh a~er.ts of o forei~n pnwer to 
o,·erthrov.• thr U.S. Gn,·crnmcnt hy 
furct' nnd \•_iulcmrc. Tu th<' t•xtrnt the 
F.11.1. m11i111i1i111•cl such s11n•rill1111re un­
der J. Erl~or 11110,·c•r. wp heorrily OJI• 
plaud its cffuns. a II 

Jtcprints of this copyrii:htcd nrticle, "Thr J,ini: File," nrc 11,·nilulile 
nt ten fur one tlullnr from 

The Hc,·iew Of The News, Delmont, .:llossnchusclts 02178 
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Honorable ,7oh."'l l-!clchcr 
Uni tecl States S,mate 
Washington, D. c. 20510 

Dear Seaator 1-!clchcr: 

. July 18, 1977 

•• 

On behalf of the Attorney Gcncrnl, I would like to 
nc):nowlcdga receipt of your letter of July 11, 19T/ concnri,ing 
the relei:!ss of files on Dr. ::artin. Lut.."'lcr King, Jr. 

l'le hope to be sending you a rnoro _detailed rcsponne 
SOOl'lo 

S-incerely, -

/s/. 
Pntrilin-H. Wnld 
J\ssistant Attorney General 

. : 

... , 7" .. \ -
... _.c..-:i... ..... -~ ... 

...; 
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<Dfnrr uf tl1r-!l.t111rnl'U ®l'lll'ral 
UJnnl1ingto11, 'D. (£. W530 

December 12, 1977 

The Honorable John Melcher 
United States Senate 
440 , Russell Senate Office 
Washington, D • . c. 20510 

Dear Senator Melcher: 
·, 

This is in response to your letter ·concerning the 
public relea·se of the results of the FBI' s investigation of 
l-lurtin Luther King, Jr. 

~- As Director Kelley has informed you the results of 
the FBI' s investi'gation have in large measure been made 
available to the public ~ . FBI officials testiflea· at length 
before the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence about the 
re~~lts of the Bureau's investigation and produced extensive 
materials for the Committee's review. Th~ Committee, of 
course, has issued a public report on the i11vestigati.on. A 
task force appointed by the Department of Justice conducted 
an intense and lengthy study of the FBI's investigation of 
Dr. ~ing and wrote a thorough, detailed report which was made 
P.Ublic. . 

The Department's report, which is enclosed, was the 
result .. of a nine month review of all Department of Justice 
materials concerning Dr. King. It was written so as to prov.ide 
as much information as possible to the pu.blic without disclosing 
information related to the national security or materials which 
would cons~itute an unwarranted invasion of privacy. 

I hope you find ··the- ~eport helpfUl:~ 

Sincerely, 

~::~l~ 
Attorney General 

Enclosure· 
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