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FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

_ UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY — 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20530 

JAN 11 1977 

TO: The Attorney General 

- Michael E. Shaheen, Jr., Counsel U cM. 
Office of Professional Responsibility 

Report of the 
to Review the 

Department of Justice Task Force 
FBI-Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Security and Assassination Investigations 
  

By your memorandum of April 26, 1976, you 
directed the Office of Professional Responsibility 
to complete a review of all records in the Department 
of Justice concerning the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 

you requested that 
In ordering this review of all documents 

answers to four specific questions 

be furnished to you and FBI Director Clarence M. Kelley. 

You requested to know: 

(1) Whether 
assassination was i 

(2) Whether 

was involved in the 

(3) Whether 
there is any new e\ 

tion of the Departr 
Dr. King; 

(4) Whether 
and Dr. King calls 

the FBI investigation of Dr. King's 
thorough and honest; 

there is any evidence that the FBI 
2 assasSination of Dr. King; 

, ain light of the first two matters, 
yidence which has come to the atten- 
nent concerning the assassination of 

the relationship between the Bureau 
for criminal prosecutions, disci- 

plinary proceedings, or other appropriate action. 

I transmit herewith the report of the special 
task force that was formed for the review you requested 
and to respond to the questions you asked. , 
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I wish to sblise you that the report and 
appendices are to be classified Top Secret by the 
Bureau. Accordingly, these materials should be 
handled as so classified. I shall await your 
instructions before sending the report to the FBI 
for ‘classification, ... af 

Enclosures: 

3 copies of referenced report 
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q- ot | 2 : ww I. Introduction _(P- L-i2) i. 

ii. The COMINFIL Invest tigation is Opened: tober 
XV 1952 (pp. 12-23) G . se 

Iii. Concern in| the FBI and the ‘Kennedy Administration 

> : Cver Alleg gations of Communist Influence in the Civil 

Rights Movement Increases, and the FBI Intensifies 

. the Investigation: Oc tober 1962.- October 1963.. 

_ Introduction and Su ummary Cp. 24- is 

“A, The Justice Department Wans Dr. King about ~~ 

Advisors A and B - January - June 1963 7 

{pp. 26-34) (a) Me oy . : 
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B. “Allegations About Dr.. King g Hearings en | 

the Public Accommodations Act and the Adnini- = - 
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_stration's Response: July 1953 (pp. 31-37} 
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. E. Steps Taken by the FBI in 1964 to Diseredit 

Dr. King (p- 101) (4) 

: 1. Attempts to Discredit Dr. King with the 
: Waite } House ‘Gp. pOb=nOz) () — A e 

ae Attem mpts to.  Discredit Dr. King with the : a | 

Cor ngress (pp. 102- ave) fr es 

_. 3. “Attempts: ro Disct Leas ft Dr. King with ._ rag 7 oe 
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5.0 Attempts to Discredit Dr. ‘King with th 
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3. Atkempts to Discredit Dr. King BY Using . 

‘ the Pres {op. 166-172) 

4A, Attempts to Discredit Dr. King with Major 

Political and Financial Leaders (pp. 172- 

173) V)- 7 . _- . : ; : . i 

- §,° Attempts to Disered it Dr. King with Con- = 

~ gressional Leaders Ge D. S174) yy “t 2s 

  

   

B. COINTELPRO Operations ge ast King (pp Loe : 

2 176) “ : 2 ; Pat 

  

forts. 3 ‘Discredit King During ae 

(pp- 3 7181 yy 7 : 7 ‘+ . arr o .. Hk a     
‘ 

D.. Attempts to Di eosedet Dr. King's = Reputation TS egee 

ha J. «After |His Death (pp. 1817 ra5 2) 

1 f 

        
a 

7 

     


