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MLM.O ANDUM FOR fiHE ATTOINEY GENERAL

Re: Martin Luther Xing Regort

In November, 1975, at your direction, we undertook to

J:cviow ard investigate varicus mwatters pertaining to Dr. Martin
ather Xing.  Sgecifically, we sought to determine vhether the

I-‘:s- harassed or comnitted othar illegal or improper acts >
against Dr. King during his life, and whather the FBI was
L;v‘plicatcd in his death. Implicit in this review was an effort
to determine whather| the FBI's investi"ra‘:io*l of King's death
w5 thorough and honest, or whether it was tainted by the ceaorlier
effcrts to discredit King as discussad balow. (W)

In conducting our review, we relied prijrarily upon the

Martin Luther King files at the FBI headquarters in Washington.
Trose files ave voluminous, and we were unable to review them, -
all. 1/ Ve reviewed none of the files in Ztlanta or Memphis, =" ./
and w2 did not undertake a program of intexviewing key witnasses., &
Ve did cooperate with the staff of the Senate Select Committes

on J’ntelli_c:ence, and [they with us, and we have recc_m_ly had the
borefit of seeing the findings and conclusions in their upccing
report.  (In general,| they confirm our cwn views indeperdently
arrived ak.) (v

Based upon this selective review, we have found that the

Fol undertook a systematic program of harassient of Martin Luthes

King, by means both legal and illegal, in order to discredit him
¢l harm both him and| the moverent he led. €9

Ve have not found a basis to believe that the FBI in any
vy caused the death of Martin Luther King. {v)

1/ Cw= the attached memorandum, M Thy O v-o¥ una.r, ¥zrch 31, J-J:‘Dz
2ees £ and 3, for CBe.c;cripticn of files roviews
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- W2 have also fourd no evidence that the FBI's investigation
of the ascassination of Martin Iuther King was not thorough ard
honest. 2// W) ‘ :

Harasstent cof Dr. Martin Luther King

- Our review confirms that from the late 1950's until Dr. King's
death, ths Director Of the FBI ard a group of his subordinstes
carried cut a systematic campaicgn of harassment against Dr. King
and, by jirdirection, |several cf his colleagues. The attach

"~ 51-page werorandum from Robert Marphy to me of March 31, 1976, docu-
ments in some ¢atail the events vhich made up this campaign. A
brief cutline of our findings follGws .('C,\)

«+..CLASSTFIED: TOP SECRET...EXEMPT-(b) (1)

- 4 Fimsmy o - - s o e P :

- 2/ Sinca tha completion of the FBI's original investigation 3nto
King's death, there have been mmeorous allegaticons of the possible
invodvenent of co-conspirators with James Earl Ray. Each of these
has been promptly investigated by the F3I and the Civil Richts
Divisich, including one which was completed only a few weeks ago;
ard ancther which is currently underwsy. In cther words, the
Martin Tuther King File is still open, and has never besn closcd.
in this sense, any further investigation, as reccrimended in this
Iesrorandhum, should not be characterized as a "reopening" of the-
assassinaticn caze, hut rather as an additicnal or centinuing
investigation into areas either already covered in sowe degree, or
not covared at all./ial - : )

0P SECRET




'.7.‘-’"' ',. A S L =3 - ,Ur e e e B N e R

-
s

T S M s ot < CLASSIFIED TOP SECRET. .EXEHP.LUFDEP (b) (l) '

A | _7)(-(“5

In 2ddition to this reason, howaver, the early files
revezl that much of the King investigation was based upon a
~ perception, xeal or imaginad, mat Xing was using his influence
" to discredit the FBI ard cause Hoover to be replaced. To the
extent that this vas a cause for the FBI's investigation. plainly
it was an extra-legal one which was not justified even by the -
- sanevhat different standards of operaticn ard perceptions which
p*‘avau_ea in the Bureau at the time. (;U _ - o

- CEE 'I‘hn nature of the Bureau's 1nvasts.ca\_10n sLmlflcandv 1
i " changed when in 1964 Attorney General Xenmnedy authorized the e
wiretapping of Dr. Iﬁr-g, and therebv gave official sanction to the
Bureau to intensify its surveillance. RAgain, this au*nfrl::_lon,
when viewsd by the law enforcewent standards of the te, appears
.40 have been within the authority of the Attcrney General. While
hls judgment in avthorizing it might ncw be questionsd, one must -
covcluap that at ,he tn.n‘e H'1== authorl"aL_on was technically legalc u)
‘... 'The wr:etaos scon lod the F”I to add a new dx"e::'smn to iits
Jn"pqtz.. ation, the collecting of parscnal infommstion abmt Dr.
L ‘V\JJ.:, through r'x:lc‘vm one surveillances | (misars) of his hotel! xoms. . - - L. 5.
7 The evidence oF [... (b)(?)(C)...........]st?. ms £6 Bave con- - T
- firmed Hoover's Belizf tpat Xing was 2 dangerou [(b) (7)) (©)] |
re./oll,v_o“:.,_v who should be exposed and *ealc.c:z as a leazer 1a

2 civil rights noverent W) T -® v e N

v o

I‘- is i.. this ensuing long carpaign.to &1 scredit King that _
‘the fureau most "16217y overstepped its investigative and law - | . .
.. . enforcement functions. This is not'a Judgment which rests ugon - _ i 2=
.the benefit of hirdsight. As ah investigative agency, the FEI ‘

‘had no legal authority to make such de terminations nOr IO act

. ‘upon them. For reasons beyord the scope of this analysis, the
nistorical fact is that the Depariment did not contxol the FBI
effectively in such matters. We have sesn no records in the files
that the Attornesy -Jen\.ral or cther key department officiais ere
‘advised of the actions taken to discredit King, althouch cercainiy

. the prcduct of the mccco;one surveillances was known to Attorney 2
General Kennedy and the White House. The Attorney General did . -
retrieva th= "S"*‘;::J‘_.Lon of a "monogrash" or mercrandum cutiining

allegations of Ccrmunist comnections and highly personzal ard
 Gercgatory 1nfor‘5::1on apout ¥ing, b.:t if is unciear whether this
was done primarily o curb the Bureau's impropriefly Of O preser-.re -
tha credibility of the Attorney Gene_ral's earlier public conciusicn :
thet King wps free frcm Communist Party influence. (C\) '
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_ Cartha ue:““ n,. Ags stant D:Le'"‘or

Oourtnov "vaps, A.) 1st<.n*‘- Dirsctor (retired)

FBY officials who Da*t_r'mo ted in the
vel are as follcw

King case &t a

J. Edgar Hoovo =y Direc‘cor. {deceased)

Clyde 'Io.,.ccn, nsuogla te Director (Geceased)

Alan Ee]_rront, Assistan- to the Director: (r°“J€ad)

(rei;ired)

William SLlllva_n As i “t DlTeCtO“ (retired)

Jame'z Bland (,n;ef Subveralve Comro" Sactvoq ( L.J_r&l)

AJOS‘?-PA’? A; SlZOO, A551 stant to tre Assus’cam_ ]Du:ef“ cr (T"“'_Lfeal

Fred J, BaL.. ::Tardne;_, Cblpf ~n:_erral S%u.:«"y Section {recired)
}l
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- Courl.n LVans 2ppears more as an honsest broker -
General Xernedy thzn as a principal,
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