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1. On or about Cctober 17, 1963, George C. Wallace,

Governor of the State of Alsbama, issued & public statement
charging that the Unifted States Depariment of Justice had
provided the Reverend Martin Luther Xing with transporta-
tion while in the State of Alsbsma, and that the said ¥ing,
"a racial agitator and troublemsker wﬁo has caused damonstra-
tions to occur throughout the United States can now appar-
ently travel at the expense of the Unite& States Government.
A copy of said statement as reported in the Montgowery Adver-
tiszer and Blrminghem Fust Herald of Octobexr 17, 1963, is
ennexed as Ezhibit A.
2., In a legter dated October 28, 1963, William F,
Thetford as Solicitor of the Fifteenth Judicial Circuit of
Alabaza (HMontgom: County) wxote to the United States

Attorney for tae Middle District of Alabama reciting the

~

winlatlon of state law Ruvolved, I a» submiiting such

. = Ly &
evidence as mey bpe avallable to our November Crand Jury
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2s a matter of public intewxsst’; in the saps letter he
izvited tha Departwment of Justiece to provids witresses for
the Crand Juxy. A copy of the said letter is ammaexed as
Exhibit B,

3. By letter dsted Eovaﬁber 4, 1563, addressad to
Mr. Thetford, Burke Marsghall, Asaistant Avtornsy Ceneral ia

charga of the Civil Rights Pivisicn of the Departmessnt of

that thare waz no purpcse 'im furnishing witnassa2s te testify

|
s J . % > E X
in & secyet ?recee?iag on @ maiter admittedly bayond thae scoge

1
of the Grand Jury's legitimata inguiry.™ A &opy of the said
letter is annexed as Exhibit C.

4. Om Novezber 4, 1863, the Clerk of thiz Court issued

identical subposnss commanding tha appeargecs bafore the

sbova Grand Jury on Hovember 13, 1963, of tha following
officers of the CiLiI Rights Bivision of tha Denartment of
Justica: Burke Harshaell, Assistant Attormsy Gemeral; Joba
Doar, Fizst Assistant; &nd Richard Wassersivom, Bavid H.

Copies of tha sfew

¥zylin, Arvid A. Sfthar, gud Founeth HeIntyra, aiftoimeys.
Ezai& subpoenss wera transsmitted to the

5. Ow Hovedber 8, 1963, the Department of Justice
iszued & statenmsit rszarding €he transpertatiom of the

Roverand Tather 2ims, It was sgsted therein thet the D=
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7. On November &, 1963, Mr. David H, l&rlin, en
attorney in the Civil Rights Division of the Departwent
of Justice, was persenally served with a subpoera com-
wanding his appcoarance before the above Grend Jury on
Hovember 13, 1963, tg glve testimony before the said Crend
Jury on mztters pending before it, and it appears that other

officers of the Department of Justice may be similarly served

with subpoenzs commanding their appearance before the Crand
Jury for the game purpose.

8. The Department of Justice hes made a complate dis-
closure regavding the| {ncideat which bas epparently precipi-
tated the Gramd Jury ﬁ?vestigaticn. A responsible official
of the State of Alah&mq hae stated that no violation of the
laws of that State occurred in compection therewith., It
nevertheless appesrs that the Grand Jury may sesk to elicit

from Mr. laxlin and other officers of the Department of Justice

testizony or documsnts| or beth, relating to the role, activities

or knowledge of the Department of Justice or of its officers or

empleyess, in coumnestion with racial relations, unrest, demon-

strations, disorders differences or conflicts in the State of
2 - |

o

lating to crimes or possidble crimes

Alabamz or elsewhere, 0# re
\

arieing cut of or cornected with such racial relatiens, demon-

gtratisnas, uorest
k-

» ¢xrordere, differences or conflices,
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3. Pursuant s the authority vested in m2 by the Cone
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United States, I have deterwineg

that the giving of any testimouy or the production of any
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documents relating to the subjects enumerated in the pre-

ceding paragraph hereof, or the giving of any testimony

or the production of any documents which wight be deemed h»
- |

to constituta a wai%é% of the clzim of privilege here made
%ith respect any suqh‘testimony or decuments, by any officer |
cr employee of the ﬁeﬁatmﬁnt of Justice, would isterfere with '
investigations by thé Department of Justice of violations of

the laws ¢f the United States sud enforcement by it of euch

lawe, would be prejsﬂirial to the efficient operation of the
seid Department and wes1d not be in the public interest,
Thevefore, s Head of the Departwment of Justice, I do hereby
assert the privilegediﬁtatus of all such testimony and docu- i
ments end do hereby dﬁr&ct Mr, David H, Marlie, and any oths i
officer or employee o? the Department of Justice who may be L
sevved with a subpoené to appesr aud testify or produce docu~
ments before the said Grand Jury, ocm the basis of such clainm
of privilege, respectfully to'éecline to give any such testi-

mony or produce any such documents,

Dated: Washingtom, P. C. \5




| HMaury D. vmith"Juthy Sclic
Frepk W, Riggs, IXI, Deputy
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Judiciael Circuit of Alsbama

| County Court House
L_{Hsntgomery 4, Alabama

Honoreble Ben Hardenman
LjU. 8, District Attox

£/Post Office Buillding
) _/;‘ Montgomery, Alabama

Degr Mr. Hardemsn:

The Governor of

October 26, 1963 L] reczrvep
‘4J Cct, 29, 1963
United Btates Attorney
[{ ¥iddie District
/of Alabzma

ney

Alabema has charged that the

Civil Rights Pivision of the United States Department

of Justice hes beea
racial agitstors in
denied by the Depart

While there is
invelved, I em submi
svailable to our iNov
interest, It is oux
fair and impaftial i
the Justice Departwen
I will be glad to I

{;‘f}?l ]’ hbj

furnishing transportation for
Algbzma, This charge hag been
rment of Justice,

no viclation of State law

(tting such evidence &g may be

rember Grand Jury eg & matter of public
* desire to conduct a completely
nvestigstion in this matter, Should
sent heve witneszes avalleble to testify,
ring them before the Gvsﬁd Jury.
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;7Youra very truly,

(s)

//// JILLIAM F. TIETFORD




L/ EX#IBIT C

/J November 4, 1963

L_jAIR MATL-SPECIAY, DELIVERY
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Honoreble Willism |
Solicitor

Fifteenth Judicial
County Court House

Thetford

Circuit of Alzsbama

Montgomery 4, Alabama

Dasr Mr. Thetfor d’

iz, Bardeman hag forwarded to me your letter of

October 28, in whi
evidence to the No

ch you stete that you are eubmitting
vember Grand Jury "as 2 watter of

public interest” releting to charges concerning the

use of autemrbilas
lawyers,

Your letter st
law is involved,

In view of th
ing witnesse& to t
matter aémit*edly

iegitimate inquity,

rented by Department ef Justice

steg thet oo viclation of state

is faet, 1 82e no point in furnisgh-
estify in secret procesding on a
beyand the scope of the Graad Jury's

| The fects on this matter hsve been

given to the publie through 8 ststement issued by the

Bbpartp&nt en Octo

For your infor
=ant.

Eazlosuyre 1

Hone Dem Rerds
U.5, Atterney
fontpenery,

«e

fla,

bar 18, 1963.

r%ﬁticn I enclese 8 copy of the state-

——

577v%ry trely yours,

eman | L !
| / Aesistant Attorney Genersl
/ Civil Rights Bivision
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| _ L7[ EXHIBIT D

Statement by Department of Justice

Reports were publi$hwd in Alabama last month that auto-
mobiles rented by the Repartment of Justice were used to
transport Reverend Martin Luther King from Eirmingham to Selms
on the evening of Ogtobar 15,

The Dagartment;of Justice issued a statement on October 18,

esserting that no suiomcbiles vented by the Depertment of Justice

had bsen used to dri%z Reverend King either from Birminghaﬁ to
Selma or from Selma to MHontgomery.
No car rented éy the Department was used to drive Reverend
King from Selma to Montgomery. However, a car rented by the De-
partment and being used by a Department lawyer wes lcaned to a
privete citizen who subsequently drove Reverend King from
Birmingham to Selma on Cctober 15.

During this time, the attorney, Thelton Henderson, remsined

Bovertheless, the use of the car for uncfficisl
business was contrary to Pepartment of Justice regulations. It

g

wes also contrary to| & stetemsnt which Mr. Henderson originslly

gsve to tha Bapa:im@#a of Justice. Mr. Henderson cawe forward

lzst night and vakﬁﬂ;&fiiy gsve & correct accoumt of what oc-

L
syrrad, He hascoiftaltted his zesignation to the Department and

1
it has boex ac¢ﬁwfed£
\
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T~ Peagritmert| T&&s ¥efy oaich that its eaxrlier state-~

meat 88 o the we® pf & oaxy rentsd by the Department in conmec-

tiex 7L Peverew Hisg's tramspertatien froam Birmingham to

Soima was bASe™ oo misiaformatisn and, therefore, erroneous.




Justice Departwent in fomenting civil d
it is particularly regrettable they hav
Tnelton Henderson, a Hegreoe Justice Pep
official scepegoat of its miscuanduct,”

“The 1ie that was told in denying
of Alsbams aznd the Sherifi's Department

officiels of tha State

of Dallas County is indicative of many

Jiscbedience in Alzbama
e scen fit to mseke
artment lawyer, the

. the charge made by

other untrue statenents

made by the Civil Rights Division of the Justice Depariment
and racial agitators such ss Martin Luther King."
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