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ro. 7? - 17C:P 
( C.A. ~o. 7~ - 0249 ) 

: ·:LLJ -~.~~ P. ~l~::.:-:-~:-, Dire:ctc~, feCer2l 
'..· :.i r ~ :i V O ~ I :: '"r" ~-~ti ~ 2 ti 0 ;! , ~ t = 1 • ' 

trr~! lees rcsr~ctfullv ~ove t'nis ':'our t 

( F'OH ) for ~ocu~en t s related to 

to puh1ish :-;e:. ·:·-

of 

? e j eral ~ur92u cf Inv~stiEation ( FBI ) rccoro~ concerning the 

as3a~sination of President John F. Yennedy . In resp o n~e to ap~cl -

lant's rt'q uest, rele::.~ed 2,581 ?a ; es _of inventory wort -

=.heet.s· utilized in· the proc(!ssing of those recor:!s 2nd detailed 

the l egal bnsis for t.he f e~? excision~ r:J ade . 

c1.ppell~n t, a.pr, e llecs 

filed detail e d affidavi t s 2ddre~sin; the co~plete nature of 

~ pc cific a lly, Cxe~ption 
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tration of iofor:;ant~. £.i:e::,ption 7 (C) ... as cited to support the 

withholding of 1nrorsat1cn identifying third parties and the FBI 

agents who produced tte worksheets, tterebi protectin~ the~ 

afainst um~arrantecl invasions of pri v2.cy. Exer;ptio::i 7 (D) was 

ass<:,rted to protect the identity of a confidential s0urce F..nd 

infor~ation furnished only by that source, an~ to re~cve the file 

and S%bo1 nu::ters or FBI informants whict could reve~l their 

identities. Fin~lly, Exe~ption 7 (E) was invoked to protect two 

i:-:vest.igative techniques so as to avoid ir:1p2.iring their future 

effectiv~ness. The District Court, in an un~ublisbed opi~ion 

and order, upheld appellees' clai~s of exe~ption on the asserted 

bases, rulin~ in addition th~t Bxe8ption 7 (D) covered any ~onfi

dentiel source, be it an ind~vidual, an agency, a business or an 

instituticn. I!l a judgr:ent filed on l~ay 12, 19SD, this Cotir·,,t· af

firced non the ~asis or the opinion of the District Court •••• R 

The decision of this Court provides icrortant clarirications 

of the scope of Exenptions 1, 2, 7 (C),. and 7 (D), and thus should 

be available in publisbed form for tbe guidance of tt:e District 

Court and for other courts and litigants across the country. In 

particular, this Court's :ruling concerning ExeD;:,tion 7 (D) :;;ade 

clear for the first tice that an FBI infor=an\'s file and sy~bol 

nu::::bers, as 'I.Jell as his identity, cJ.re exer:pt fro!:? disclosure -

ThiB s e.r:1e issue H2S ar r;ued. before the 

United States Court of Appeals fer the Sec:::>!!d Circuit a_pproxil"'.~tely 

8.sc! cJ Cnth 2.-:;o in the c2.se of J:'eer;0y -.:. F:•I, lfo. 79 -62 67. It t.;s 



in ........ 
l• ........ 

t\~ tetcr~inat!o~ :'?! file 

1/ 

Di~trict Court!'.' -::oul1 

3void allouins si~ilar cl~i=s in the f uture, only to be ravcrse1 

~ \.. -\.,< .. :::: 

,_ 553 (:"..)(~)(D), 

i I ~-. i :-: CG 

7inc::: t~is 
t.::e r::~~:~ict C·:•urt. di~ 1! -~t p ~i Cli~~ !t~ 

\ c· Li r t -2 '.'?: p 11 c i , l y -= ~ 0 o r:: c: d th~ t C· T) in i o n , 
l~ the Federal 

opi.r.i::>:-: .:i nd 
the rr~.sc~t 

·· ~-i. ::: t r- i c t C ~) :1 rt c ;_i: r, ! ~ r. ~ t t a c ~ e 1 h J;~ ~ ; n s. D ;;· ~:.: ~ i ~ , a 3 in Pa : ~ ~ r-: r v • 
7:-:··c-·~, 175 t'.:-. J:;:r. r:i.c. 2.te:, 5:~ ~.2~ ·j-:7 c, ~~7E ) . 
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cas~ be published. 

- ~ -

fesoectfelly sub~itted, 

c~tRLES r.c. ~Uf? 
United States ~ttorney 

As,~Etant United States Attorney 

CO!JST F .. ~·!C~ .J..i·• ?EL~~ I C1 B.B 
A3sistant United States ~ttorney 

CE~7IFICtTE OF SERVICE 

I f·LSR:'.?Y CETITIFY I t~at a cc,iy cf the foregoing Hoticn 'ha!3 

heen nailt2d to c0u11sGl far appellant, ,Jane::: R. Les2.r, Esquire, 

91G 1Gth St:;-eet, '.' .~-:., ;"_600, t.'ashir,[ton, r-.c., 2[?006~ thi~ 10th 

~ay of June, 1980. 

Cc,!-; _.., ':" :'.~ ! : C ~ L • ~ =.' L ~""' I O ~ E 
Asii~tent Unit e ~ 3tatcs Attor~ey 


