: { the Veterans*
Administration today to pay about
15,000.i in fines .and. legal fées for

-+ sisting (
: ‘docummts had fmled torev
*  existence of computer systems thgt},' ,
- ~tracked radiation-claims.~ e
The VA displayed a “callous dis--

.. .regard for all. processes of court,”
was gunlty of “a reckless disregard

* for. 's. obligations” to re-
2 quests for infor-
mation in a suit, and provided an-
swers ‘filled: mg{\ “distartions, mis-
representations ‘and m:sleadmg ins

+ formation,” Patel-said.

©  She ordered. the agency to pay
- the veterans’ legal fees and costs on
.~ all matters related to its failure to-
. produce information, - an ‘amount
-« estimated at $100,000 by Gordon.
“«.{Erspamer, a lawyer for the veter-

ans, “-Patel -also” fined ~ the VA
$15,000° for takmg j

§ - money paid: into 2 coust: fund for
' student aides to the federal Judges ;
AThe judges -actio . a|
strong message tq the ,
_not outside our legal system, ‘said |
Erspamer, whose fatlier ‘took part:
“in‘a post—World War: Il 'atom bomb-

--test and died in 1980 of leukemia.- -
L - Justice Department lawyer Gepa
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