lire Fred Graham 6/11/8%
C35 Kews

2000 M St W

Washington, D.C. 200356

Dear IFred,

when 1 wrote “eorge Herman I planned to write a tew reporters who knew me

and correctly understood my work because there was no doubt that the F3I and DJ were

again trying to use me to rewrite FOla and becuuse they wefe making it clear they
were poing to move for contempt because I was absolutely refusing to conform to
the revision they had already procured from Judge John lewis Smith. If that came
to jass9, and unless the FBI backed down it was, I did not want only the official

version to be known to roporters.

I didn't get many letters written before I had to return to preparing

afridavits in opposition to the FBI's moves. After I wrote George I rewembered that

you ar. the legal correspondent but I never got time to write any more letters. I
have just finished the draft of that afiidavit, so this update.

when I did not comply with Smith's order and told my attorney that I am
resolute in this the IFBI's lawyer made pretext calls to my lawyer to warn him
that he was going to have me "thrown in jail" and to scoff at the state of my
healths When my lawyer gave him no indication that he was getting anywhere and
when I still retused to comply with Smith's order, he ghifted to another sanction
and aolled that the case be dismiswved — with the initial searches still not made
aft r mor: than five ye rs and without even a pro forma attempt at justifying she
withholdingse

Heanwhile, I'm in contempt on another basis -~ I've not and will not pay the
FBI's counsel fees in seeldny: discovery and sanctions. So, unless they back down
a;ain, they'll face the need to cite me for contempt and Smith flails a nonstop
FBI rubber stampe.

ilowever they may back down, I see them as establishing another limitation on

0LA that they'll uge against all requesters and for most it will largely nullify



the acte Whether they try to Jjail ne or et dismissal, they'll have what they'll
use as a precedent unleus 1 can stop them. So, I' e been spending what time I can
perfecting the record. +this maéans, nothing to Smith, who ignores anything that is
not frou or favorable to the FBI, with incredible congistency, and more than any
Judge I've ever been before, is comfortable with overt and proven perjurye. And
while the appeals court is growing incrensingly weary of FOIA cases, particularly
when contronted with i8I bad faith, which ghey aspparently fear to confront, I'm
making the strongest case yet of this, with the issue still on searches, where in
the past 1've established a few precedents on appeale I sec no r.al choice and
there is nlways the off chance that Congress will pick it up, as they did with one
of my eurly cases, which it cited as requiring the 1974 anending of' tlie investi=-
gatory file: exeuptione

detve askeo vmith to make soue of his rulings interlocutory so we can tuhe
them up on appeal before the end of the case. I don't know if ny lawyer will be
able to persist, these cases have been that costly to him.

Until there was this clear and present danger to the Act, 1 made no effort to
interest anyone in the press because just about everyone seems to have adapted to
of ficial mendocaty and Lo find it not newsworny. HowWeve fy lor all ol my esperiunce
with that, and it tajnts all my cases, it has never been as total as in this case.
I think this is in part becuuse the Fil -nd W asswue omith will take anything from
them and will be as prejudiced as he has been and thus they can largely udilify
the Act, at leat for a time, and probably because of the potential embarrassment
of the records they've refused even to search fore I n what has been disdosed there
is much that is mebarrasing to them. Unless you are iuterested, 1 won't take your
tine for those items.

I have a copy of the coﬁplete case record, as does my lawyer, jﬁm Lesar,

1000 Wilson Blvde, Arlington 22209; 276-0404.

One of the matters on which I've prevailed, without pet having accepted the



FBI's proposed coupromise, is photogruphs, of which they've affered me 100 8x10
glossiesg. If CBC woul! like any for its archive, I'11l be glad to ask for them
and nalke them available.

wpeukdiys of makinyr wailable, circumstincds have torced we into a public
role, not what a writef prefers, and 1 do my best to serve it well. I make
everything l've obtained available to anyone, includén,: those whose beliefs
1 detest, By now I hive close to a half-million pages of once secret official
records and they are fairly well arranged for accesse (Unsupervised and we
have an ancient but still laboring copier.)

Because George also referred my letter to Hobert Schakme I'1ll be writing
him, tooe I hope neither ol you minds my providin,; each with a copy of my
letter to the other to suve me time. 1'1ll not get to nail either letter until
my wife is able to make the copiese T'm not nermitted to gtand still at all -
and 1've adapted to brushing my teeth sitting down, shaving sitting down and without
a nir:ror, etce Nothin;: is a problem after you once feel the breeze of the flapping
wings of angels!

1'11 also send copies to my lawyer so he'll know that if either of you has
any interest I'd like you to have access to the entire file.

Best yishes,

Harbld Wdisberg



