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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
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HAROLD WEISBERG,
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and 78-0420
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Federal Bureau of Investigation,

Defendant. :
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AFFIDAVIT

My name is Harold Weisberg. I reside at 7627 Old Receiver
Road, Frederick, Maryland. I am the plaintiff in these consolidated
cases. My prior professional experiences, subject matter expertise
and medical and physical conditions and limitations are stated in my
prior affidavits.

1. As I have previously attested, I provided a considerable
amount of information and extensive documentation to the defendant
in my numerous appeals. Some of these appeals are not readily
retrievablebbecause they were parts of even larger appeals on the
same subject matter and because several students who provided part-
time assistance in some of my filing misfiled extensively. Once I
discovered this, I discontinued student assistants. From time to
time I come across misfield records and file them correctly.

2. Within the past week to ten days, most recently supper

time Friday, May 6, I received copies of FBI records disclosed to

other requesters. I examined them and found records pertinent in
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this litigation. As I have alleged, the FBI has not stated that it
requires discovery from me to conduct proper searches; 1t knows it has
and has not searched for and processed pertinent records and for this
it needs no additional information from me; it is withholding pertinent
records that are not filed in the main assassination files it has
processed; and doing what the FBI demands of me would be extraordi-
na;ily burdensome if not impossible. I do not recall any FBI
attestation in attempted refutation of my sworn statements.

3. During the same period I located a misfiled. appeal pertaining
£to now retired FBI SA James Patrick Hosty, Jdr., former Dallas Oswald
case agent, dated 3/15-16/79. I also found references to esight other
Hosty appeals and amplifications of appeals. This copy of my 1l3-page
appeal has attached to it a list (Exhibit 1) of the documents appended

to the original copy of that appeal. There are 26 attachments to this

one of many documented appeals. This reflects that, as I attested

earlier, I provided extensive documentation, that all of this docu-
mentation exists in the FBI's own files, and that no assistance from
me or anyone else is required for it to make the long overdue approp-
riate searches. The extraordinary volume of records, all of which
and more I provided voluntarily and the FBI now demands over again,
are simply beyond my capacity and that of my copying machine. (The
use of my copler already exceeds its engineered 1life and I cannot pay
for a new one from my monthly Social Security income of $335 a month.)
. As I attested earlier, Hosty was involved in and involved
the FBI in several sensational scandals of enormous significance and

he and other agents were disciplined for their alleged failures in



in the Oswsald case. Page 1 of the above-cited appeal refers to what
I provided, an FBI record pertaining to one of the investigations of
the Hosty scandals. (Attached as Exhibit 2) While this record
establishes the fact that the Hosty scandals and disciplining were
public domain, it also addresses several other questions remaining
in this litigation.

| 5. One is the fact that Oswald's murderer, Jack Ruby, was a
probationary FBI informer. The Dallas Jack Ruby 137 ("criminal
informants") file remains unsearched and withheld. I attested to its
existence and identified it correctly. The FBI has not denied its
existence. It certainly did not and does not require any discovery
from me to locate and process an existing and correctly identified
file.

6. Another of the still existing questions pertains to the
alleged destruction of investigative information. According to this
FBI record, Exhibit 2, it is the testimony of the FBI Director that
it "does not destroy investigative information." The latter supports
my 1ldentical earlier attestations, which include the requirement that
there be a citation to where the same informstion can be retrieved
if any record is to be destroyed.

7. BEven when JFK assassination materials are duplicated at
FBIEQ and even after the passing of more than a decade, according to
other recently disclosed records, the FBI denies permission to destroy
even duplicates located outside FBIHQ. On March 15, 197L, the Mexico
City office asked for permission to destroy its 15 volumes of pertinent

records or, in the alternative, for permission to destroy records of



10 years or older. (FBIHQ 105-82555-570L, MC 105-3702-1386) The
response of FBIHQ (105-82555-570L, MC 105-3702-1387) was that "you

should not destroy any serials maintained by you in same,”

meaning
this case, because "of the importance of this case and the fact it
is always under review.” An internal note of the FBIHQ copy also
refers to the "high past interest in this matter.” -

' 8. Indicative of the enormous amount of time that is required
of me for such searches when I do not have the FBI's indices, which
it does have, I state in this appeal that one small part of it
required an entire day of searching to establish that a single
pertinent Dallas Hosty record was both pertinent and withheld as
"previously processed" when the Dallas copy is an entirely different
copy and it, rather than the nonidentical FBIHQ copy, is the subject
of the investigation. I provided copies of the pertinent FBIHQ and
Dallas worksheets, the official testimony which establishes that marks
on the Dallas and not the FBIHQ copy are the subject of the investiga-
tion, and informed the defendant that the disclosed (outside this
litigation) FBIHQ copy "is not identical with the Dallas copy, which
is the subject of the inquiry over Hosty's conduct in the JFK
assassination investigation with regard to both Oswalds."

9. Bearing on the extraordinary burdensomeness of the totally
unnecessary FBI discovery demands is ;2a=f¥§ti that this search,
which required a full day in 1979, before my three surgeries and
their major and severely limiting complications, I could not begin

to duplicate now except by expending, which really means wasting,

much, much more time. Moreover, as is obvious, the FBI did not need



any information from me and the information I did provide voluntarily
was both completely accurate and more than it can even pretend to
need.

10. I also attached and explained the significance of FBIHQ
main assassination file Serial TL62X (of which pages 1 and 7 are
attached as Exhibit 3). This record, a memorandum routed upward by
the FBI's then assistant director and inspector general H. N. Barrett,
pertains to the Hosty/JFK assassination investigation and to FBI
testimony pertinent thereto before the House of Representatives
Subcommittee on Civil and Constitutional Rights "by four current and
former Dallas Office employees." Barrett also refers to the FBI's
"detailed review" of this testimony, which belongs in both Dallas and

Imvestigatson
FBIHQ files, is pertinent to the JFK assassinatioq* was ‘and remains
withheld from me, and I provided the FBI with all the information
needed to retrieve and process it. It does not need discovery.

11. The FBI pretends to need from me all the records I have
and gl;_thgt I know about the existence and pertinence of the Dallas
so-called personal and confidential files, of which no records of
searches have been provided in this litigation. The FBI also pretends
that all the relevant Hosty information in Dallas is in the Hosty
personnsal file. However, the FBI knows very well that this is not
true and the fact that it is not true is reflected at the top of page
7 of Exhibit 3. This reflects that, although both memos pertain to
the same subject, neither is in both the personnsl and personal and

conficdential files but one is in each of them. No record of any

search in either of these files is provided in this litigation. No



discovery froﬁ me is‘necessary for these searches to be made and the
information I have already provided is ﬁore than adequate.

12. At this point in this appeal I also referred to the
continued withholding of the pertinent inspector general's or "Gale"
report of the time of the assassination investigation pertaining to
Dallas shortcomings and failues in that investigation. I appealed
this withholding. I followed immediately with appeals from the with-
holding of two identified reports that "were the subject of public
testimony and are part of the FBI's disclosed internal inwestigation,
copies of which should exist in Dallas.” (No search for them has
been attested to in this instant litigation and I received no response
ta this appeal.) I stated that "the means of withholding appears to
be filing of JFK assassination investigation records in personnel
files only and not including copies in the" assassination main files.
I described this, without dispute, as a departure from FBI practice,
which is to make duplicate filings in such matters.

13. I next stated that of those withheld records, which belong
in Dallas files, one "is identified on page 6, last paragraph, as in
67-798 as 3048. It is described as a Dallas airtel of 12/8/63 in
response to the questions of 12/5 and 12/6 'enclosing among other
things an undated 2li-page letterhead memorandum (LHM) captioned "Lee
Harvey Oswald, aka" responding to 15 of Gale's questions.' This
description (i.e., the FBI's description) places the record clearly
within my requests. Denial appealed."”

1i. One of the pertinent records recently disclosed to another

requester (referred to in Paragraph 2 above) establishes that even

more than the pertinent Dallas records I identified correctly as



hidden at FBIHQ in the 67-798 file is hidden there and is withheld
from me in this litigation. Although it is captioned "LEE HARVEY
OSWALD INTERNAL SECURITY - R, Dallas, Texas," the title of the main
Dallas file on Oswald and of the companion FBIHQ file, this record
is not from that file. It is filed as 67-798-3050, as a personnel
record only and not as an assassination investigation record, which
it is and is captioned - its only capt ion (Exhibit L.

15. 1If there had been any search at all after my appeals and
several affidavits, because I did provide the correct file and serial
jdentificat ion, this additional and pertinent record just one number
removed from it and possibly other pertinent and withheld records
would have been located almost automatically. It is my recollection
that ultimateI%Egﬁﬁ:f?%;ovided with a copy of 30L8, without any
reference to 3050 or any other such records.

16. This illustrates the accuracy of what I provided in my
appeal and that pertinent records are hidden by not filing them
where they belong. With any search of its indices, such hidden
records can be retrieved by the FBI, but an FOIA requester has no
access to the indices and in this case the defendant claims - without
any basis in fact - that records not filed as assassination records
are irrelevant.

17. Bearing further on this is the fact tha each of the two
attachments is from two other and different files. The first is
filed 67-L94012, with what appears to be two serial numbers, 133 and
17. The second is from 62-99359. Both are pertinent in that they

relate to the Dallas and New Orleans offices and their investigations.



18. The content of these records reflects their pertinence
and the extreme gravify with which the FBI's top echelon viewed
these matters. Director Hoover's notations and directives appear
on all three parts of Exhibit L.

19. Most of the withheld names have been disclosed by the FBI
itself, including even Hosty's name (on the first page of the second
récord, where he is 1.). Even the withheld subject matter has been
disclosed by the FBI, including on the first page of the Gale memo-
randum. These unnecessary and improper withholdings, which could and
do protect no one and were put into the public domain by the FBI
itself, are characteristic of the ignored appeals pertaining to such
withholdings that I also filed in these consolidated cases.

20. All of these records are assassination records but,
despite the quoted captioning and thelr assassination subject matter,
not one is from any assassination main file. They are, nonetheless,
pertinent. The FBI merely arranged it so that they would not be
retrieved in a search limited to the main assassination files.

21 Also bearing on the seriousness of the investigation of
the Hosty/JFK assassination investigation scandals is a Department
of Justice record (Exhibit 5) I had with this Hosty appeal.' (It is
also an FBI record.) While it does not identify him by name, the
potentional per jury charge in this particular Hosty matter was against
the former Dallas Special Agent in Charge, Gordon Shanklin. I attach
Exhibit 5 because it confirms what I stated earlier. The identifica-
tion of Shanklin is in another Department record disclosed to me in

response to a King assassination request. It identifies him by name.

I had no occasion to establish a Shanklin subject file so I cannot



attach it readily. The refusal to charge Shanklin was cited to justify
declining to make a similar perjury charge against James Earl Ray's
brother John. Shanklin was precedent for declining bootstrapping.

22. 1In the official as well as in private inquiries into the
assassination and its investigation and in my special interest, the
fqnctioning of the official agencies, whether or not there was perjury
or even consideration of perjury by the top FBI man in Dallas is very
important. I believe that it also is important knowledge for the
general public.

23. In earlier affidavits, as a subject-matter expert, I stated
that embarrassment from these "shortcomings," to use Director Hoover's
word (in Exhibit L), is motive for withholding and refusing to make
genuine searches. I referred to the sworn statement of Jack Revill,
Dallas Criminal Intelligence lieutenant (who was assistant chief in
early 1980), that Hosty told him the FBI "had information that this
Subject (Oswald) was capable of committing the assassination.” The
entire FBI explanation of not having told anyone about Oswald before
the assassination is that he was not known to have any predisposition
toward violence. Revill's statement disputes the FBI's claim in its
own defense. (It later became known that on Shanklin's direct order
Hosty destroyed Oswald's letter threatening to bomb the FBI and/or
Dallas police. Hosty received this letter a few weeks before the
assassination.) These recently disclosed records and my review of
the cited Hosty appeal reminded me that the Warren Commission had

published Revill's affidavit. I attach it in support of my earlier
attestations as Exhibit 6.



2li. My cited appeal also quoted Hosty's Warren Commission
testimony on the allegedly nonviolent Oswald. (The Commission was
not aware of the Oswald bombing threat and Hosty did not inform the
Commission of it.) "When asked ... 'did it occcur to you that he was
a potentially dangerous person?' Hosty testified, 'No, sir,' adding,
'there was no indication that he would commit a violent act' and 'no
indication that he was capable of violence.'" My appeal included, as
Bxhibit 1 reflects, copies of this Hosty testimony. If Hosty's own
official reports, that Oswald beat up his wife, do not constitute an
"indication that he would commit a violent act" and is "no indication
that he was capable of violence," it appears that a written threat to
bomb the Dallas FBI and/or Dallas police headquarters, Oswald's threat
the FBI suppressed for a dozen years until after it was leaked, does
appear to be more than sufficient "indication that he was capable of
violence™" and "would commit a violent act." (I also attached to this
appeal Hosty's own report that Oswald drank to excess and beat up
his wife.)

25. The FBI pretends to need all I know and every record I
had in mind in its pretense that my Hosty appeags are somehow |
inadequate and that it required additional information from me in
order to make the searches it should have made more than five years
ago. I believe that this one of many appeals provided all the infor-
mation required - if any was required, as from my kngwledge I know
none was - for the FBI to make the searches not yet made and attested
to. The just disclosed information I cite above 1s the FBI's own
information, of which it was well aware. It was readily retrievable

if the FBT followed the accurate information I provided in this cited

10



appeal. It is not often that an FOIA requester can provide the

precise idéntification of the wrong file in which pertinent information
is hidden, but BExhibit L, recently provided to another requester by

the FBI, confirms my accuracy.

26. Several of these just disclosed records reflect, as I had
attested and stated in appeals, that the field offices use other files
for JFK assassination information. One of these, a Hosty record
(Exhibit 7), also pertains to the House investigation. But in Hosty's
office it was not filed under personnel or in the assassination or
House Committee files. It would not surface in any search limited to
the main assassination files. The widely;:i:: "bombs" to which Hosty
refers is his published accusation actually suggesting that the FBI
was in a virtual conspiracy with the KGB in taking him off the Oswald
case and in taking the Oswald records, which he had, away from him.
Bearing on Hosty's truthfulness and on FBI motive in not making a
proper search is his statement that "There is no information within
my personal knowledge which I have not furnished" to official bodies,
including the Warren Commission. While his language is carefully
gselected to evade, he did not provide the Commissinn with the
"information within my personal knowledge" pertaining to Oswald's
pre-assassination threat to bomb the Dallas FBI and/or police and
to his personal destruction of Oswald's written threat.

27. Whether or not ths FBI can retrisve information topically
or files by names became an issue whan I alleged that, knowing better,

knowing that it had no files on "critics" as a topic but does have

files on the "critics"” by name (I even provided some of ths file

11



numbers), the FBI deliberately misinterpreted the Department's
directive to search for_and disclose such information to me in these
cases. The FBI has yet to deny my prior attestations in this regard
or to make any response to its records I provided in which it states
explicitly that it does not file by such topics as "eritics" and
cannot retrieve by seafching under such topics as "critics." Several
records just disclosed to others pertain to this. One of these
records attached below (as Exhibit 13) disclosed the involvement of
the FOIPA branch in this and its knowledge that retrieval is impossible
by topic.

28. Exhibit 8 pertains to one of the more important items of
JFK assassination evidence, the Dealey Plaza curbstone that was struck
by a bullet or part of a bullet during the assassination, evidence the
¥BI omitted from its five-volume report to the President on the assas-
sination. The FBI's Legal Counsel Division and its FOIPA branch have
extensive knowledge of this because of their involvement in my C.A.
75-0226 in which it and records pertinent to it are central. All the
information pertaining to it are in the FOIPA branch. Yet when the
House assassinations committee made a "topical" request for curbstone
information, the FBI replied that "regarding the pisce of curb removed

' it "is a topical, research item and not retrievable

from Main Street,'
from FBI files as set forth."

29. Also bearing on the FBI's resistance to disclosure, even
to the Congress, to which I attested is its two records attached as

Exhibit 9. In them it insists again that "topical information ... is

not suitable for records retrieval.”™ With regard to the well-known

12



snformation requested, the FBI could have located it immediately by
merely consulting its indices under the name of the contributor,
Dallas Police Lieutenant J. C. Day. But over and over again in this
litigation the FBI states that it was directed to make only a topical
search, which it and the Department knew is impossibles

30, Two of these newly disclosed records (Exhibit 10) pertain
to more of this FBI withholding routine (even when the request is
from a Congressional committee) and to the kinds of searches and
assistance provided by New Orleans FBI FOIPA officer, Clifford
Anderson, who has filed a sworn statement pertaining to his searches
in these consolidated cases. The committee's request pertained to
the Town and Country Motel. I doubt there is a New Orleans FBI agent
who does not know that this motel is owned by the alleged Mafia
chieftain, Carlos Marcello, or that it figures in its investigations
pertaining to hiﬁ. (One of the New Orleans FBI's recent cases led
to Marcello's conviction on more serious charges than its earlier
prosecution of him for striking sn FBI agent who was posing as =
news photographer.) Anderson allegedly reviewed the New Orleans
jndices and found "no retrievable references to Town and Country
Restaurant (sic) which would assist in the search of New Orleans
files." What files were searched is not stated. In addition to the
certainly extensive Marcello files, in other litigation Anderson
provided me with King assassination records that pertain to this
Marcello motel. (The restaurant, as of my last knowledge, was part
of the motel operation.)

31, I have attbested that searches are not normally made Dby

13



FBI special agents, that those T deposed in several lawsults testified
that they are not permitted to meke searches, and that searches are
made by the FBI's clerical personnel. One of the matters still in
dispute in this litigation pertains to records relating to statements
made by former FBI clerk, William Walters. When the House committee
desired records of his employment; as Exhibit 11 reflects, the search
was not made by Anderson but by the New Orleans Office Services
Manager. |

32. My requests include records pertaining to the FBI's end
New Orleans District Attorney Jim Garrison's investigations. I
attested earlier to the existence of several lists of such pertinent
persons prepared by the Department. The FBI has not disputed this.
Txhibit 12 reflects that the FBI also had, prior to its providing of
attestations in these cases, gtill another listing of 117 such
persons and that it had done the searching and pro&ided the committee
with records pertaining to 23 of these persons. None of this has
been provided to me and the fact of these completed searches is
withheld.

33. In Paragraph 27 above I refer to another of these recently
disclosed FBI records that reflects the involvement of the FOIPA
branch in providing requested JFK assassination informaetion to the
House assassinations committee. This is stated in =xhibit 13, which
also refers to matters still unresolved and not attested to as
searched in these consolidated cases. This FBI document, not provided
to me in either case, pertains to my JFK and Martin Luther Xing
assassination lawsuits, but my jdentification is withheld from this
other requester as outside the scope of nis request. This 1978 record

states that the FBI had by then segregated approximately 60 file
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cabinets of information pertaining to both cases. Their contents are
described as "The material, which includes sensitive ELSUR logs,

highly classified security files, appropriate tickler files and a
separate index system.” Two of the unresolved and unsearched matters
in these consolidated cases are ticklers and ELSURS. No search in

t hgse segregated files is attested to by Phillips or anyone else
although, as this record states, these 60 cabinets hold "both Bursesu
and field office materisl." In this connection, I emphasize the
artificial language to which SA FOIPA Supervisor John Phillips resorted
and on which he based his secondhand attestations. What he attested

to was keyed to records that at the time of his attestation were

physically located in the field offices. Obviously, all that had been
loaned to FBIHQ was not, physically, in the field offices. At least
some was in these 60 file cabinets nobody has ever attested to searching
In this exhibit the Bresson memo of October 31, 1978, page L, states,
before the excision that identifies me, that "An issue concerning scope
of our searches is still unsettled.” The FBI never made any effort to
resolve any such issue with me in these cases. What follows the
excision on this page does not refer to these consolidated cases. It

is limited entirely to my King assassination case, C.A. 75-1996, where
my requests are not worded like and are not for the kinds of information
requested in these consolidated cases. The statement that FBI records
used by the committee were " made available to the FOIA litigant,"
unnamed me, is untrue as it pertains to JFK assassination records. In
this other case I received no voluntary disclosures of such informstion

and only slight and incomplete disclosures after successful appesls or
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et the direction of the other court. (The FBI's deliberate rewriting
of my actual requests in the King case also limited it to main files,
initially to a single mein file. From it alone compliance was
impossible.)

34h. I attested earlier that the FBI's stoqgwalling and with-
holding policies and practices are not limited to me but include
Congressional committees, particularly the House assassim tions
committee. This is reflected b;untly in Exhibit 1L, the FBI's
communication to the Attorney General's liaison with that committee.
What the FBI actually objected to providing the committee pertaining
to the JFK assassination is the field office files within this
litigation. What it provided to the committee pertaining to the King

assassination is only part of what it had processed for me in C.A.

75-1996. The FBIHQ records it let the committee have are only those
it was compelled to disclose to me and others in the previous December

and January.
35, If the committee could not be turned off and restricted,

then the FBI proposed as a compromise limiting it to only a fracidon

of the records disclosed to me in this litigation, to only some of

of the "documents in the Dallas Field Office post-assassination files

for a very narrow time frame." (Emphasis on "very narrow" in original.)

What it disclosed to me, from New Orleans as well as Dallas files,

{s their pre-assassination records as well as all of their post-

assassination records, with no "very narrow" time frame limitation.

36. The FBI even refused to permit its former Oswald special

agent in New Orleans "to review certain old investigative reports

written by me which directly and indirectly concern Lee Harvey Oswald,'

16



about which this agent was to testify before that committee - (EXhibit
15).

37. Rarlier I attested that a Dallas record disclosed to me
in these consolidated cases (and not disclosed to that committee)
caused serious embarrassment to the FBI and led to an official House
request for a further investigation by the FBI, to which the Attorney
General agreed. I stated also that both the FBI, including its Dallas
office, and the Department have since then stonewalled and not done
what the House was promised, now after more than four years. Exhibit
16 is two FBI memos pertaining to this matter. In the first the |
request of the House is dated as of January 8, 1979, and in the second
the FBI Lab begs off and recommends that the work be farmed out. To
the best of my knowledge, this still has not been done. The FBI does
admit that one of the possibilities of computer enhancement of this
Charles Bronson film, about which my prior affidavits provide  full
details that are entirely uncontradicted, is what it refers to as
"substantiating the conspiracy theory" of the JFK assassination. (The
Dallas FBI, after viewing this film, stated that it was valueless
because, although it included the assassination, it d4id not include
the building from which the FBI claims all shots in the assassination
were fired from a single window. In fact, the movie film alone
includes almost 100 individual pictures of that very window with no
Oswald in it and back inside what appears to be two objects in motion.

38. These recently disclosed FBI records that it did not
provide to me, although they do pertain to the JFK assassination

investigations that are the subject of my requests for FBIHQ and

field office records, confirm my prior allegations of its general
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practice of stonewalling, which includes refusal to search in
compliance with my actual requests; that it did not and does not need
any discovery or other assistance of any kind from me in making
searches now; that in the past I voluntarily provided detailed and
exhaustively documented information that is what the FBI now pretends
it needs, that I have not provided it and must under Order of the
Court. The FBI actually withheld from the duly constituted
Congressional committee what it processed for me. What the committes
requested is what the FBI should have processed for me in this
litigation, all of the Dallas and New Orleans pertinent records.
However, if the FBI had complied with the Congressional request, it
wauld have processed many pertinent records it withheld and withholds
from me in these consolidated cases. It would have had more difficulty
in withholding them from me after processing them for the committee.
39. While these newly disclosed records, which are not complete
because more remains to be processed and disclosed to other requesters,
do not directly address all the matters in dispute in these consoli-
dated cases, they leave it without doubt that the FBI had and has not
searched for much of this information it knows 1t has and that it
needs no help from me in now making these searches still not made

after six years of stonewalling. They also reflect the accuracy of

AU
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tne exvensive information I provided volunvarily, at the request ot tne
Devartment, and they pinpeint my accuraey in idemtifying the tricky filing

for some of the embarrassing and still witnh=1d vertinent informacvion.

FREDZRICK COLNTY, MARYLANTD

Before me this 5th day of wmey 1983 Deponent Harold ileisberg
nas appearad and signsd tnis affidavit, tirst naving sworn that the
statsmsnts made therein are trus.

my commission =2xvires. July 1, 1236
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Memoranum

o’ : Mr.J. B. Adams

oM ¢ Legal Counsqh*/ _

supject: HO

On 9-16
Subcommittee on Civil and
© that the Subcommittee will

Commission that
tion, nor did we

organized ' ,

when Ruby failed to prov

_involved ina union killing in

this year in which he stated
~ information. :

A Enclosure
1 - Ml‘. Ada.ms -

USE SUBCOMMITTEE ON CIVIL .
AND CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS OF THE
- COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

75 Alan Parker, Chief Counsel for the House
Constitutional Rights,
hold hearings at the earliest opportunity oa ,
matters relating to the assassination

. Parker said that Chairman Edwards does pot want to
reopen the assassination inquiry, but he feels
address certain questions that have been raised concerning the alleged
destruction of a threatening note received by the Dallas

Lee Harvey Oswald in Novem

with Jack Ruby. Among the matters to be examined by the Committee

are allegations that the Bureau's Office )
possibility of an assassination attempt at least fiv

. the assassination. In addition,

we had no knowledge of Jack Ruby prior to the assassina-
have any information indicating that

on nine different occasions in an
Parker said it was his understanding
ide any useful information to the Bureau.

also claimed that Ruby, who was then

serious questions about Ruby's relationship with the Bureau and with
elcments in organized crime.
note was, in fact, received from Oswald, the Committee want} te know
what the note contained and why it was
Lo contradict the testimony by Mr. Kelley before the
that the Bureau does-not

Enclosux;e. '
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1 - Mr. Gallagher - Enclosure
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pate: 9-11 -75_

advised Inspector Hotis
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that the Committee must . O

of President Kennedy. S

-

-
-

in Dallas was alerted to the _
e to ten days prior to
the Bureau reportedly told the Warren

he was connected with '
the Bureau had contacted Ruby
attempt to recruit him as an informant. -
that these contacts were discontimzed
Itis ' |
known as Jack Rubenstein, was . . i

charges r

1

1939. Parker said that these

Finally, Parker said that if a threatening

destroy seems, ..
Subcotmittde 'e:“tér

destroy,in?eqtiganvn-;.
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1 -Mr. Mix{l; ~ Enclosure N &' ‘
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. ' Lot Mgiog ..
) : MR, CALLAHAN . ‘ DATE: 12/31/75 gooflieedCon
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- o Lotarstory
2.0 ;\\1 Logel Comn,

W
jno“ * H. N. BASSETT Y.
(e . . é’"' Ploa. 8 Soul. _
SUBJECT: - ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY <«Vlg5
. - 4 ,

2, I,
. Vo ERS

(LEE HARVEY OSWALD NOTE TO FB)) =

Yologhone Ra.
Puesre Ses'y

The purpose of this memorandum is to advise that a detailed review
has been made of the testimony of four current and former Dallas Office
employees before the House of Representatives Subcommittee on Civil and
Constilutional Rights of the Comnittee on the Judiciary (Edwards Committee),
conducted on December 11 and 12, 1975. These employees, namely, Nannie
lee Fenner (clerical employee); J. Gordon Shanklin (former SAC, retired);

. SA James P. Hosty (now assigned Kansas City Office); and SA Kenneth C.
Howe (now assigned San Diego Office) were called to testify concerning the
visit of Lee Harvey Oswald to the FBI Office on an unknown date prior to the

assassination of President Kennedy on 11/22/63, at which time Oswald left ?)
4 note with Mrs. Fenner for SA Hosty. - ,

’,
A
11;.

¢
A
<

—r——

This matter of Oswald's visit and note was Investigated by the Inspec-
tion Division and the results of this inquiry were furnished to the Attorney
General. Mr. J. B. Adams testified before the Edwards Committee concerning

this inquiry on 10/21/75 and the testimony of the four cited individuals was a
follow -up to this earlier testimony.

Fenner's Testimony

A review of Fenner's testimony on 12/11/75 generally followed that
of her affidavits furnished under oath with the only major new information

being that she testified that Oswald was still in the office when she took the

note to then ASAC Kyle Clark. She testified that she Immediately took the

note to the ASAC in the event the contents were of sufficient importance that

he would want ‘to,have Oswald dotagled. On her interview by the Inspection ‘

Staff she ncver mentioned this dev&lopmcent to us., a . :

e o St 102: FEr- 87 (_ﬂo A ) 74‘ oﬂ(
When asked as to whether she had ever discussed the Oswald note

and visit with anyone else in the' FBI (other than Helen Miy, "ASAC Clark: and
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Meinorandum to Mr, Callahan ' -
Re: Assassination of President John F,. Kennedy . _ |

a block stamp date of 12/8/63. The ASAC, Dallas Office, made a search of
the Dallas personal and confidential file (maintained by the SAC) and contained

- therein is Shanklin’s undated 24-page LHM in response to Gale's questions;
however, this file does not contain Hosty's memorandum of 12/6/63. The LEM
docs have a notation that copies were filed in personnel files of Hosty, e
and two other Agents. . '

When Hosty brought this matter to Mr. Kelley's attention by letter
dated 10/24/73, he furnished to Mr, Kelley two copies of his 12/6/63, four-
page, single-spaced memorandum, both copies bearing differing handwritten
notations and/or corrections. Hosty also furnished to Mr. Kelley an undated
routing slip directed to Hosty with the notation "Jim - for your disposition, "
initialed "H," presumed to be Supervisor Howe. A review of these two
documents fails to detect any wording by Hosty, either direct or implied, that
he "should have notified the Bureau earlier," or as set forth in Shanklin's )
memorandum, "Althoygh it possibly would have been better to do so prior to
8/23/63." These items turned over to Mr. Kelley are now filed in Hosty's
Bureau personnel file L™ T In his letter to Mr. Kelley and with

. reference to his 12/6/63 memorandum of explanations, Hosty acknowledged

' he was aware that Supervisore Howe did make alterations to his answers
'twithcut my advice or consent but with my knowledge." Hosty wrote that the
answers appearing in Shanklin's overall memorandum of 12/8/63 are not
“these answers either.' Hosty continved that it appears his answers were
changed a second time, probably on 12/8/63, without his knowledge and
reiterated the most obvious change is the false answers to questions 5 and 6
In which he is falsely quoted as saying, '"'IPerhaps I should have notified the .
Bureau earlier." Hosty contended this wording constituted an admission of
guilt which he did not make at any time. : -

(It is noted the wording Hosty claims was changed is set forth in
Shanklin's undated 24-page LHM, under question 5. A review of question 8
contains no similar wording but does state the "reason for not reporting to
the Burcau the various investigative steps being taken are covered herein-
before.' It is assumed Hosty feels this phrase, particularly "are covered
hereinbefore" encompasses the gqucstioned wording referred to above in the
response to question 5.) .
It would appear that after Shanklin got Gale's tzlephone call to answer
the 16 questions he had Hosty and llgwe prepare their responses and furnish a
- memorandum to him, which he then incorporated into one overall response .

i,
. :

“Te CONTINUED - OVER N

g O iemtanshats 5 AT 3]

T L T T ST S A SR Y T N T
WA e MNLQEM‘.&&W S PN




. . ' _ . Cﬁ7-UJ—h/Uf&U
o : N BoWSOLIDATED
ExX N IB/T

. OVnCess Ot w0, W0
“diat 1948 Mnvelae
- * . ° - g.Au-dC“.ll l . (
.

UNITED STATES GUV LRNMENT

W—-
L] » .
[
»
[}
.
-
v
\
.
%
v
[]
-
Y

Mpm ra ndum ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HERELN 1S URATASSIRT orPe
vuda __D n
WHERE SHOWN OTHERWISE, .-

‘ :A: MR. DLSON pDATE: December 10, 19‘33
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SUBJECT: (Y, ' _LEE HARVE S'V——LD ) . casete f C- ! ; /34 “""7/:/

& {{V [NTERNA' URITY R Exaniiss 1,01 ..b——-——- 7MOM& ‘
w0 \ [Qz X T vag ~ Cus assd

. K‘ Director ms{:ucted that comple*e analysis be made of an vestig tive
deticiencies in Oswald case and analysis made concerning any necessary changes

in our procedures re handling cases of this type -- analysis re proce u.W \
%G/(

-

L
r

-

PTRE S R AR
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and dissemination policies handled separately.
RESULTS OF' FINDINGS RE INVESTIGATIVE DEFICIENCIES:

Zu - ~-1t is definitely felt subject Oswald should have beeu on the Security
Indev (ST) based on following facts: (This is based solely on information in our
filé5 at time of and prior o assassination and does not take into consideration T
mformation subsequently developed.) (1) Subject's defection to Russia and statement
that he never would return to United States for any reason. (2) Stated he was

r. Marxist and advised Department of State he would furnish Soviets any information

"' he had acquired as Marine Aviation Electronics Expert. Also affirmed in writing

alleriance to Soviet Union and said service in Marine Corps gave him chance to _

observe American imperialism. According to State Department Oswald displayed -

alr of new "Sonhomore' Party liner at that time. (3) Upon returning td the United

States Oswald chspla_{ed cold, arrogant, general uncooperative attitude.and refused

Ty to take Bureau Polyzraph test to determine if he had cooperated with tij@ Boviets or had
\\\cm-re,nt intelligence assignment. (4) On 9/28/62 it was learned Oswald was subscribing

5* to "The Worker, " east coast Communist newspaper. (5) In April, 1963, earhed he

- s
h .

o

.

T

, - had been in contac* with Fair Play for Cuba Committee, New York, and‘pa.ssed out
\ E X pamph,efs and had placard around neck reading "Hands Off Cuba - Vwa_Fide.l: Uy
PR (3) Wrote letter June 10, 1963, to ""The Worker' asking for literature saying he was -
forming Fair Play for Cuba f‘ommittee in New Orleans and he sent honorary .‘_ . :
: r\memberqhip to "those fighters for peace’ Mr. Gus Hall and Mr. B. Davis (Beh ;, -
» Davis) (7) Arrested August 9, 1933 New Orleans, passing out Fair Play. for . G
f"uba pamphlets on street. ohor tly thereaiter interviewed on radio and said’ Russiz, *
' had gone 80 t_f)n CnmmuniSm and Cuba only real revolutionarv country In w erd LR
\ today. (8) -- e T R e ""'“"'“‘"‘"'y A%
)\ g Nw"’”’"“" oy
V¥ < niatd and ‘feat of Govprnment employees Who handled Instant casg o, i
‘natn*ain subject did not come > "within SI criteria Ynspe ctor does not agree, believing™
‘ ‘.. that Oswnld c'ng_p .within, fouowiﬂg cate:ory' "Invest igation has ¢ developed infor ma*iog
that an ] T Trdividual thou; rf\ not am "2 member. of or T _participant in the _achvjtigs__&_

™

"\ %m_v‘_ersive ov-ir'm_(zat ':}, ﬁas anarchis» Oqeg unona.ry bheliefs an <e__yAt0 seize’
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Mem) rar;du_rn for Mr. Tolson
Re: Lee Harvey Oswald

! upon the opportunity present sen*wmnwmmm

j safety as shown by overt acts OLsm.&emwmmmmmg&yw&M
} throuzh reliable sources, informants or {ndividuals.™

: Upon _subject's return from Bussia 1o Texas on 6/14/62 _J.nLe.r
+ viewed and displa ed a recalgitrant attitude, The only investigation conducted was
: to interview a nunber - of Goverpment officials, three relatives and check with two

{Communist Party informants. The ¢ase was then closed after a second interview
w1th h subject by Dallas report dated 8/ 30/62, No nexcrhborhood or employment sources
developed Wwife not in\‘ermev@, man covers or other techniques not used to deter-

—— e A - i

ine_whom Oswa.ld in contact with or_ whether he had i intelligence assignment.
nspevtor feels this limited investi

. wation madeuate Da_llas “Agent responsible for
delmgaencies until 3726/63 was fj@ - Zhaerbe St e W ho 18 now retired,
‘a.n no explanatjons obtained frOm _Dim. B N

Dallas reopened case 3/26/63 assm'neg fQ.special 4 Agente Tl T
{Jr., and_supervised. by Fileld Supervisor el o - 0g After sending Bureau a
letter on 3/25/63 setting out leads to deterimne Dawaid's employment and consider
linterviewing Oswald's wife, the Bureau was not furnished any_information until 8 '23/83
jand then only after the Bureau rad made inquiry of Dallas. It was not until '8/10/63 that

\ Dallas reported supject Oswald T subscribed to "The Worker” on 9/28/62 and on April 21,
1953, had been in contact with New York Fair Play for Cuba Commltiee, advising then

)that he passed out Fair Play for Cuba pamphlets and had placard around neck reading

————— e
-s______

" :&‘* !‘,'.'
. ____‘_‘______,_..._%}- -

_ "Hands Off Cuba - Viva Fidel.” Rellef Superyiso B ':5.'.,«.---#..-@“*1!‘-‘“.:-_ wdvised he rece:
: | information from New_York concerning subject’s SUDSCripLOn O Lhe v jorzer’ and
-1

tooc no action e*{cept to route 1t to former Agenfgr . u/ He ‘advised he d did not feel

this information warranted reopenlnar case. Inspeclor does not agree, ee, put feelsin s In
light of_subject’'s_defection, case should have been reopened a.t first indication of
i { communist sympathy or activ ﬁ '

ce 4t

f Special Agen v‘v‘"f’ Yadvised that New York did not report Oswald's,

}4/21,/53 Fair Play for Cuba coniact to Dallds until letter segt §/27/63 and Dallas did
not _feel it necessary ! to report it to ‘Bureau until 9/10/ 63. Fooii a.dmits it ssibly_

Would. have been better to have reported on_this matter earher.

Special Agentfis. s it ’4 New York, h handled this matter
\{ and states information was recelved fron_1 a_nonymous  source ,;md ‘fhat because of
heavy volume of such material he handled. urgent matters first rst and finished ¢ enti.re
processi.ng at approﬂmately the end of June, 1963.

1,

"~‘upervmsor_ o e, New York, makes similar .r_explanation. ..
l Inspector feels_66-day delay P to 6/27/63 e—hrel_y too lonz to procesg
! 3 i 1 such ma.terial, particu.arly inasmuch as New York in no y position to determine value

of some of this material to other offices who ha.ve ctiy.e cases opened on individuals
{ concerned. o '
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". Memo for Mr. Tolson
Re: Jee Harvey Oswald

her in March, 1963, because they

11/1/63 no intervie
information from New Orleans.

houn?i"cfbeca.use se of her immigran

'S ector feels _this

- =t mm—

™. dvised Dallas consid

M a vtsed that after Oswald’
wvas conducted of Mrs. Os
B ™ advised in

M@F ba as,pro ucmossibli
v(itmxl.)

it is felt she would be far more likely to coop

g_sta.tus in order

o

ered the most Important aspect of this
case the mtervxew “f Oswald's wife and did not deem it advisable to interview

developed infgru
excess and beat up *wife on several occasions. kg
§0-day "cooling-off period" and’then couldn't locate
XOrlezms located them in New Orleans and advised Dallas on 7/17/63. No mstructicns

glven N grlea.n:? 78] mterview Mrs. Oswald.

aion that Oswald drinking to
“stated that they allowed a -
Oswald or his wife untll New

-

s return to Dallas was verified on
wald because Dallas awaiting
vestigation was deslgned to,
avoid having Oswald's_wife "g'am the unpression she was being_ harassed of

that the interview when conducted

entire facet of investigation mishandled. Mrs. )

ancﬂnsm cfor leels best time

¥ informma tion from her ¥ would be after she was beaten wp by_her husba.n?:fas
serate When angry at Oswald than

| Oswald' s wife living with her.

U

where e he would noE n' ave access |

agrea. New Ories % Orleans suomi'ted

e g s

in New Orlea.ns wnre to ascerta

New Orleans had not repo

lOswald deﬁn Fely ¢ shouid have. beeq_interviewed

Oswald's place of employment and
Not recorded in_ [fle. On 11,/5/63 Mis Pafne Tecon
‘information as to Oswald's Tesidence address,
{his wife at Paine's house oOn 1/2 and 3/63. _At
'in abeyance and no further inve investigation made un

{ certain he wa ) possession of all &
possibly interview Mrs. Oswald
& he wuusfﬂled'm holding investigati
i
\

had any further data T2 and New Orleans ns RUC

\@‘«O)n"

otherwise.
"‘),.)‘M FWL W o ,U\
1;/1[ 3_p31_las determined from Mrs. Ruth Paine that Oswald

working at thp S Texas School Bogk ] “Depository ®
Shot fired T oy -Dswald). Mrs. Paine unaware

e states h

al

Tplace Trom wh hich assassination
of Oswald's residence but stated

e made pretext telephone call to

| ﬁms cold Os Oswald re51dmg with Mrs. e.

ntacted and unable to furnish

en but atated Oswald had visited

this point Dallas. held investigation
til assassmatmn.
pHopdihaidatone

» explained that he held inved igation in abeyance to be

nformation from New Orleans so he could

and conduct further investigation. He wag,

: Mexico Ci_tj ity but felt 1t because Oswald was emplg_y

aware as of 10 0/5/63 that Cwald _‘had been in contact with the Soviet Embassz in

ed m__onstrategj_c oosxticm

to. 11:{ ormation 1n3portamt to ] natmna.l dgfense thz&

tion in abeyanc_e.. Inspector deﬁnitelz does not

T6-page report 10/3 Wu}eads outstanding

in Oswa.ld

have intensified investigation in light of Oswald'

S W hereabouts. No indication New Orlear
7§ case by form 11/19/63. Even if
rted all information in their possession, Dallas should,

s contact with Soviet Embassy

vl g sod not held investigation In abeyancs.
. and not heC 1

e

™h.dvised he
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" "Memo *o Mr. Tolson
Re: Lee Harvey Oswald -y

7and concurred with the ma_mierzin

feel Oswald made Security Index .

. 1)) discussed.above tnvestigative siop
'b,o S which handled, Bot T ang

ot
. ta, . -

‘ ) Ve QRER Sl ic ol e AT Mt et @;’)

T Lead set out by Dallas in March 25, 1963, letter for Dallas to deter-
I mine present employment of Oswald and, thereafter, determine whether wife should
i be interviewen. This was_not followed by_Bureau for approximately five months

until 8/21/63 when Dallas was asked about this 1ead after subject arrested in New

: | Orleans for distributing Fair Play for Cuba pamphlets.” Seat of Government Super-
T visor o e states additional investigation r not conducted until subject.
L . \ arreste ubd activity inasmuch as he reviewed investigation and

! evaluated that subject wasnot "engagzd in activities inimical to the United States.
T Tr T ostates did not feel interview_of subject’ $wife warranted and did not_feel
case sauild be reopened at Bureau on §/ 25/ 63 merely to follow _D;_Llas—re consideratic
of inferviewing Wit fimmoe 22Vised e did not feel subject's activities came
\{within purview of SI criferiaa

-

L { It will also be noted that stop placed against subject in Identification
R Division which was removed bY by O 10/9/63 after subject arrested in
' New Orleans f{or Fair Play for Cuba Committee on 8/9/63. e advised stop

was placed in event subject returned from Russia under an assume e and
was inadvertently not removed by him on 9/7/62 when case closed. Inspector feels
=Y~ in error in removing stop on subject in Ident on 10/9/63, particularly

| d.*tg_r “eun st On 8/9/63 for Fair Play for Cuba Committee activity in New Orleans.

s we_might have missed further arrests without Stop in Ident. Inspector also feels
Rdheeélmg erred in not having-rdditional investigation conducted wheén subject

| returned to United States and Gheesling wrong in rot-Having subject placed on SI.

e

Instant case supervised at Seat of Government by Nationalities

Q/S' ! Intelligence Section regarding Fair Play for Cuba aspects and the Espionage
Section regarding defection aspecti stz i Co L elions Skt "'*L: @

g Seat_of Goyernment Supervisor fg i moe Ty iy OY sed the Kair Play .

b for Cuba aspects_of this case {rom 8/10 un A% —11e Tailed to have Oswald. -

[

l put on the SI in spite of Considerable ‘Fair Play_for Cyba actlvity coupled | with_sovie}

! | defection background, Y5 explanation he claims he did not feel Oswald met cxiteria
‘ ection background, - 'cx.i.; 22
i

for inclusion on SIi.
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" * Memo for Mr. Tolson
Re: Lee Barvey Oswald
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put subject on SI, stating he did not feel Oswt ¢ criteris
that although case assigned to him since 10/ 10/63_he did not

after agsassination stating he had general idea of ba,qiggr.qiﬁd_,of__ca_s,é. He explained

review file un

-

that his preoccupation will il lap Espionaze Cas recluded his reviewing complete
file. Section Chie e e TR e advise ORE el over-assigned. Durhg
October, Bl g Supervising 104 cases with voluntary overtime 2'34". Instant

case would have required approximately owcg_m‘s to completely reyviev.

ey handled case n New Orleans from 7/18/63. No.
report submitted unfil 1 3V v, Bureau. not advised until report of 10/31/63,
that Oswald g_x_‘ote’t_q_“_'l“hg_‘{f_g\;ker‘l_‘;}n June 10, 1953, requesting literature to
assist him in establishing Fair Play for Cuba Committee in New Orleans, and sent
honorary membership cards for Ben Davis and Gus Hall. Kaack advised that
although investigative period extended from 7/23 through 10/ 25/63, continuous
attention was afforded this case. -

-

R supervised case and shares responsibility for delay
in advising Bureau; also falled to put on Security Index, saying they did not feel subj
met criteria. :
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" Memo for Mr. Tolson Sl
Re: Lee Harvey Oswald

OBSERVATIONS:

As indicated above, there were a number of investigative and
reporting delinquencies in the handling of the Oswald case. Oswald should have
been on the Securjty Index; his wife should have been interviewed before the )
Assassination, and investigation intensified - not held in abeyancg AR
e L o e w1 It was handled by two different Sections in the
sion, L€ Nationalities Intelligence and Espionage.

,..Ai;”""".. R Rad b
N kT AT

as ... did not_see instant file or participate

Ipe TV s case, it is {elt that they have certain over-all responsibility
for properly indoctrinating and  training subordinate supervisory __pegqr_mgl_%i should

be censured. This also applied to Inspectorg., == " ey who heads the Esplonage -
Research Branch, and Assistant Director -

enddpine

DOmeE St P GEN T
While Section Chiefs
in the supervision of

T s = S .

A,

3 b A
e L
: S

/63, did pot have an opporunity to review

i

- p X ol ‘ S -
ey assigned Dallas since 422

- g

) teever. it 1s felt that they have over-all responsibility for properly.
l training and indoctrinating subordinate personnel and should be censured.

—-———

Concerning the administrative action recommended hereinafter, there

is the possibility that the Presidential Commission investigating instant matter
will subpoena the investigating Agents. If this occurs, the possibility then exists
that the Agents may be questioned concerning whether administrative action had been
taken against them. However, itis felt these possibilities are sufficiently remote
1 that the recommended action should go forward at this time. It appears unlikely at
this time that the Commission's subpoenas would g,o,do to the A% nt level. -

s 17, i W IPES T AT N R At B —
RECOMMEND ATIONS: AR Sl s 2308 - \‘n@'i’; ey

S

. 1 AR 2R % (Veteran), Dallas - Censure and probation
for inadequate Investigation including earler interview of Oswald's wife, delayed

reporting, failure to put subject on Security Index, and for holding invest igation in
abeyance after being in receipt of information that subject had been in contact with

Soviet Emba ssy, Mexico City. If approved, to be handled by the Administrative

Division.
20

N l; W J ey




" Memo for Mr. Tolson % '.
Re: Lee Harvey Oswald 3

AR

-] ' A R Lt Ay :

. 2. Field Supervisor B s id (Nonveteran), Dallas - 2
Censure and probation for failing to insure that case more fully investigated and
reported, for not placing subject on the Security Index and for concurring in

decision to hold investigation in abeyance. If approved, to be handled by the
{ Administrative Division.

. y 4 W/é{/ %ﬁ‘(}j{ A

03, B . ke Veteran), Dallas - Censure for failing
to have Oswald case reopeué‘d “iter Dallas informed that he subscribed to "The
Worker," east coast Communist newspaper, 9/28/62. If approved, to be handled
by fh;/Admlnistrative Division. !

L 10 W
At %M

' 04, PR LEVECR i G Lt (Veteran), New York - Censure for
failing to promptly dissemihate Fair y for Cuba information to Dallas concerning
| subject Oswald. I approved,.ta be handled by the Administrative Division.

1

nl
LA Vel
o

WAL FELITTN
chAfe

‘ 0 5, i, ookt in i Veteran), New York - Censure for failure to
insure that Fair P for Cuba information concerning Oswald more promptly
disseminated to Dallas. I approved, to be handled by the Administrative Division.

, '}.;(.%[/ %ﬂ . 'ﬁ% ‘)\\‘
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.Memorandum for Mr. Tolson
Re: Lee Harvey Oswald

o : ',‘ ;& (Nonveteran), New Orleans - Censure for delayed
reporting and failure to put on Security Index. If approved, to be handled by the
Administrative Division. o

'3,'
.7
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" , / 50 .

I g B e el (Nonveteran), New Orleans - Censure

for failing to {nsure that there no delay in reporting this matter and for
failing to put subject on the Security Index.

M}{%& %, ﬂék.

Og. Seat of Government {f s Lhanss: s g (Veteran) = ‘
1
i
\.
1
\

Censure and probation for failing to instruct the field to conduct background
investigation concerning Oswald, upon Oswald's return from Russia; failing to have
Oswald's wife interviewed; also for removing stop on Oswald in Ident on 10/ 9/63;
failing to put Oswald on Security Index and for not reopening Bureau file to

' \ follow on Dallas after Dallas sent out letter on 3/25/63 to consider interview of

. { Oswald's wife. If approved, to be hand ed by the Administrative Division.
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Memo for Mr. Tolson
Re: Lee Harvey Oswald

A 910, Seat of Government Supervisor guertanin, VAL
] p Censure and probation for fa ling to take action [ et Tataic
completely review file untﬂ after assa,ssination e :
IZ(/ | | more vigorously after g o Tl ot - 2 T
’ failure to have subject plar.e on Securi y Inde
Administrative Division.

i _‘. % ///Vy % 4(%_\

\\ O 1. Seat of Government Supervisor

Censure for failing to place Oswald on Security Index, in. spu.e of con51derable Fair
Play for Cuba Committee activity coupled with previous Soviet defection background.

9”“‘ /M‘W % | {X'

012. Seat of Government Supervisor Gl isiie i
Censure for delay in handling incoming 10/18/63 cablegram irom exico City and
for not putting subject on Security Index.

Qj)f/ﬁ Wﬁf& : ;‘;— C*'-';-""‘I"‘W‘ Mf. .
G

n
4("‘ e : ) 'L rqs«' A

"- i

Censure for over-an re:,ponsibzhty in this matter . v
Ohh S e e
1 Vo, A )

. e



3 ﬂ,_l‘yﬂ’~"/f1_:lm{‘.~ Tt e, A .

——— o —— - —— e -t L s o c e am f o= cis ot

SR . ( (:-"“‘rrg- () -~

' (oECRET

Memo for Mr. Tolson
Re: Lee Harvey Oswald

ey

| . With respect to the individuals listed above who are veterans,
they have had more than a year of Bureau service. Accordingly, they should
be entitled to 30 days' written notice in the event they should be involuntarily separated,
reduced in grade or salary or suspended for more than 30 days. They would also ’
have a right of appeal to the Civil Service Commission for any of these actions.

I

(i p’./‘x"

Uowinz {ndi

XAy

"::'-‘A ' ta.tm nts 4
0 the | ice. In addition, copies of explanations of Lundquist and Hoeg are
attached. \
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Memorandum Mr. Gale to Mr. Tolson
Re: LEE HARVEY OSWALD
INTERNAL SECURITY - R

RET, W

ADDENDUM:  C. D. DeLoach:hif 12/10/63

l I recommend that the suggested disciplinary action be held in abeyance
until the findings of the Presidential Commission have been made public. This
action is recommended inasmuch as any "eak' to the general public, or particularly
“to the communications media, concerning the FBI taking disciplinary action against
its personnel with respect to captioned matter would be assumed as a direct admis-
sion that we are responsible for negligence which might have resulted in the
assassination of the President. At the present time there-are SO many wild rumors,
gossip, and speculation that even the slightest hint to outsiders concerning disciplinar
action of this nature would result in considerable adverse reaction against the FBL )
1 do not believe that any of our personnel will be subpoenaed. Chief Justice Warren
has indicated he plans to issue no subpoenaes. There is, however, the possibility
that the public will learn of disciplinary action being taken against our personnel
and, theresfore, start a bad, unjustifiable reaction.

La Y g

ADDENDUM (AHB:csh),12/10/63:

YT 1s sigpiilcank to note that all of the supervisors and
officials who came into contact with this case at the _seajt__og govern=
Zont,. as well as ageénts in the TI ¢1d, are_unanimous in_the. op inion_thatf
Oswald did not meet the criteria for the Security Index:., I1f this is

\ so, it would appear that the criteéria are not sufficiently specific to

include a case such aS Oswald's and, rather than take the position that
all of these employees Vere mistaken in their judgment, the criteria™
S55G1d B& ohanged. —Th1s has, now been Tecommended by Assistant Director

Gale. _(’_ \ K ’-4
Aside from the abgve, 1 agree gjith Mr. ach's observations.

G e T a
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" . UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT e . v
. i - .
o Memomna’um o j
C 13\ /\ MR. TOLSON . pATE: September 30, 1964
, A

yé‘,{,\ J E. GAL?'A

i )3\31 .  SHORTCOMINGS IN EANDLING LEE EARVEY OSWALD
MATTER BY FBI PERSONNEL =
. = .
! <

} With regard to Warren Commission report Director nated, "I w%nt: this .
carefully reviewed as pertains to FBI shortcomings by Gale. Chapter 8 {ears ‘a8 to
pieces. Also I want memo of what we have done to plug our gaps. Ialso “want to ma.ke
certain we check and make certain proper disciplinary action bhas been taken a.gainst
those responsible for derelictions charged to us. "

& = ~—

r Menoo randum dated December 10, 1963, Mr. Gale to Mr. Tolson, recommended
the following ddministrative action, which was approved asaresultof a reﬁew ot L
|  Oswald's file by Inspector which reflected serious shortcomings:
' E DALLAS L /".
oL Moo P, ¥ (Veteran) - Censure and probation for madequate
mveshgation mcludmg faﬂurp to interview Oswald's wife until after assassination, dela;
reporting, failure to put sub]ect on Security Index, and for holdlng investl tion in abey-

ance a.{ter being m receipt of information that subject E&ati0 Sty e e

2. Fleld Supervisor ™ (Nonveteran) - Censure and probation
for failing to insure that case more i y Investigated and reported, for not placing
subject on tl;'e Security Inde*c and for cmuncurring in decision to hold investigation in
abeyance.

3. B e od (veteran) - Censure for failing to have Oswald ca.se
reopened after Dallas 1n_(01 med that he subscribed to "The Worker, " east coasii'“
‘ Communist newspaper, 9/28/62. R ,-—-/; 09
- R, T (Nonveteran) - Censure for over-aﬁ”responsibﬂit'j
" in ths matter. N \ . /Q,. |
f \ 5. s AT NOW N Sap Francisco) (Nonveteran) - Z Censure for

D Sl R g 2

over aJlreip‘éZ\;}}h yj‘“ }‘i’/: \ NEW%ORK - ——Mfé/c('\-jj/
SRFEENES - i ;:; S S T et eran) = Censure for faﬂing to promp!? dissemm
Fair Play for Cuba. mioront. D‘alla.svconcernmg subject ( Oswald. . L:—-———— :

i N R (Veteran) - Censure for faflire to fnsure that Fair

Play for Cuba nfor u;atioq concerning Q§wa1d more promptly disseminated to Dallas

R SECer i- ! ] q .
JBG:wmj (4) HEI‘/GJED-;:Y smj; e T2 " f‘ﬁ S TR ety b !

oL
L Mr. Callahan L e pu U it e oot 1518 TR
nc.

& K P;-:-f—_’ézkﬁm'k‘) I\J\J 4 v \313 5oL o
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" Memo for Mr. Tolson
Re: Lee Harvey Oswald . . : .
A NEW ORLEANS _ P R,
v ML P L . T
) ‘ vl M s i N :‘.",‘ * ! Q'
_ L R i Nonveteran) - Censure for delayed reporting and failure - { .:
to put on Security Incex. B is now retired. T B

RS (Nonveteran) - Censure for failing to insure that

el tter and for failing to put subject on the Security

Index.

ol Lk "™ Veteran) - Censure and probation for
failing to instruct th nd investigation concerning Oswald, upon
Oswald's return from Russia; failing to have Oswald's wife interviewed,; also for

removing stop on Oswald in Ident on 10/9/63; failing to put Oswald on Security Index
and for not reopening Bureau file to follow on Dallas after Dallas sent ocut letter on

3/25/63 to consider interview of Oswald's wife. | .
LR e »SNonveteran)‘ - Censure and probation for

failing to tale actionffl ji& P failing to completely review file until aftez

assassination; failinr ] o press more vigorously after g sxatatn ooy

: ' 9;‘.‘“.‘“‘-..- AL e ~>%and failure to have subject placec B0 security Inde

P e ¥ IR R SR Veteran) - Censure for failing to place-
Oswald on Security Index, in spite =% considerable Fair Play for Cuba Committee ~ _.". "5
activity coupled with previous Soviet defection background. T
. 4. sk vy ¥ (Veteran) - Censure for delay in handliing
incoming 10/18/63 cablegram from exico ity and for not putting subject on Security

ey A v T NTT R A oy VY

hdexo . - . \
. ! -
oy o RS Y W o e AT Tl G et S8 o
s S s g emRmng
~ ; Lioa all Nonve erans) -
-

i v 2 b JEY VY
A0 inepOnindhe g

it L e SR S i .": L SR :
ensure for over-all respon ibility in this matter.

The Commission has now set forth in a very damning manner some of the -
ealmesses for which we previously disciplingC Ouf personnel guci s

same glaring W

' lack of vigorous investigation.after we had established that g

’, B o AT LT otred The Commuission specifically citicizes Brimmy \

: e orous eliorts to locate and interview Oswald regarding WDIescies matters and
=Y ostified that certain informati

Inspector feels this criticism certainly is valid. i .
t with the Fair Play for Cuba Committee Was

furnished by New York on Oswald's contac ,
ngiale’ when he received it and this statement is set forth in the Commission’s report.
As in sent and Supervisor were censured for this delay.

dicated above, a New York Ag _
rrrTcertainly should not have testified that information from New York was
".:rf-**""'testiﬁed concerning

his failure to conduct investigation from November 5, 1963,

-2 -
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Memo for Mr. Tolson
Re: Lee Harvey Oswald

A

until after the assassination. g ~Jstated that on November 1, 1963, he receiveda
copy of the New Orleans repori w “h reflected that Oswald had given false biographic
infarmation andf - J stated he knew he would eventually have to investigate this and
was "quite interesled in determining the nature of his contact with the Soviet Embassy
in Mexico City." When asked what his next step would have been@ yreplied:

I o R

"Well, as I had previously stated, Ihave between 25 and 40 cases
assigned to me at any one time. 1 had other matters to take care
of. 1 had now established that Lee Oswald was not employed in &
sensitive industry. I can now afford to wait until New Orleans
forwarded the necessary papers to me to show me I now had all
the information. It was then my plan to interview Marina Oswald
in detail concerning both herself and her husband's background.

"Q. Had you planned any steps beyond that point?

WA. No. Iwould have to wait until Ihad talked to Marina to see
what I could determine, and from there 1 could make my plans.

"Q. Did you take any action o this case between November 5 and
November 2272 _

“A. No, sir." 4

When questioned by Commission concerning why he did not disseminate the
information on Oswald to Secret Service, g = testified he interpreted his instructions
as requiring some indication that the person p nned to take some action against the
safety of the President or Vice President before making such dissemination. He
testified he participated in transmitting two pieces of information to Secret Service
pertaining to President's visit. He further stated he did not realize the motorcade
would pass the Texas School Book Depositoery Building. He testified he did not read
the newspaper article describing the motorcade route in detail since he was interested
only in the fact that the motorcade was coming upma in street "where maybe I could
watch it if I had a chance.” Inspector feels tha fece Lo testimony as quoted in the
Commission report makes the FBI look ridiculous and definitely taints our public imag
for efficiency. If we had made a proper investigation of Oswald we would not have

been so vulnerable. L

s =4

o

R
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Memo for Mr. Tolson : . . x.
Re: Lee Harvey Oswald ' : s R b
-y iy g
v . LI - S :
In connection with interview of Mrs. Ruth Paine on November 1 and 5, 1963,
the Commission indicates that Mrs. Paine advised a Bureau Agent that she did not- s
know Oswald's address. She was not asked nor did she volunteer Oswald's telephone o
ro number, which she did know. The Commission intimates that Agent should have
asked her specifically re phone number so Oswald's current residence could be located.
_ This interview was conducted bygri -l s oY dvised he did not ask
: Mrs. Paine re Oswald's telephone e smuch as Mrs. Paine informed§;:
- she did not know Oswald's address or how he could be located. Inspector feels g

should have been more specific in his interrogation and asked Mrs. Paine if she had
i Oswald's telephone number. :

IR Y]

>
~

Ty also testified that conditions in the Dallas police station at time of
_ detention and .nterrogation of Oswald were "not too much unlike Grand Central .
. Station at rush hour, maybe like the Yankee Stadium during the World Series games.™
: It is questionable whetherfe-""=3hould have described conditions in such an :
o editorializing and flamboyant manner but rather should have indicated conditions

' were crowded and if called upon to give an estimate of how many people were
located therein, to give said estimate.

The Commission's report reflects that after the assassination a number of
poxes which appeared to be used as a gun rest by Oswald in the Texas School Book
Depository Building were procéssed for fingerprints by both the Dallas Police
Department and the ¥BI. Some of Oswald's prints were found thereon, but the
Commission noted that "most of the prints were found to have been places od the

carton by an FBI Clerk and 2 D Police Officer after the ¢arton hedl been processed

»

them with his bare hands in wra ping same SO R "’ could personally
carry them to the Bureau. B = denies g gloves or any covering
on his fingers. He is an experienced Clerk and states he is well aware that s hands

: are not to come in contact with evidence to be examined for fingerprints. jg

| with powder by the Dallas 2. Special Agent gl st aiiannalis Tadvised he
{instructed s P e @ that the cardboar xes were gvidence, had
to be processea V) gerprints, and under no ymstances wad he to touch

;‘ Ladvised he has never previously wrapped original evidence but only evidenc paages
‘.f. L . e e
! L
N -4- Sala
P T e

e e e m mm e e fmie =T —— e ——
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Memo for Mr. Tolson
Re: Lee Barvey Oswald

which had been prepared with evidence sticker by Agents. He states mstant’ packa.ge}
. did not have any label indicating it was going to the Latent Fingerprint Section and
| \p Lo only information he had was that it was to be handcarried to Bureau headquarters.
! Inspector feels Special Agent
supervising this matter to insure

T

(¢ | o

o

P
B

T culpable f{or not more closely handlingand - . *-
.t the Clerk's fingerprints were not placed on the ™

Py

~

evidence, particularly in view of the importance of this case.

‘

%

it el
1 y a

fac

| case which have now had the effect of publicly embarrassing the Bureatymis,

The Commission report indicates that we did not have a stop on Oswald's -

passport with the Department of State and did not know Oswald applied for a passport

in June, 1963, to travel to Western European countries, Soviet Union, Finland and

i poland. This is another specific example of how this case was improperly investigated
! The same personnel are responsible for this example as were previously criticized
 for not using appropriate techniques and making a more vigorous and thorough investi-
| gation, to determine o it hn

Jhether hie had intelligence

L the Commissio :
s did not warran placing a stop on the passport as our investigation
evidence that Oswald was acting under the instructions or on behalf of any foreign
Government or instrumentality thereof. Inspector feels it was proper at that time

to take this "public" position. However, it is felt that with Oswald's background we
should have had a stop on his passport, particularly since we did not know definitely -
whether or not he had any intelligence agsignments at that time.

The Commission has criticized the FBI for taking too restrictive a view of
its responsibilities in preventive intelligence work and that even though there were no
Secret Service criteria which specifically requested the referral of Oswald's case
nor was there any requirement to report the names of defectors, there was much
material in the hands of the FBI about Oswald, the knowledge of his defection, his
arrogance and hostility to the United States, his pro-Castro tendencies, his lies
when interrogated by the FBI, his trip to Mexico, and his presence in the school book
depository job and its location on the route of the motorcade which should have been
enough to induce an alert agency, suchas the FBI, to list Oswald as a potential threa
to the safety of the President. .

OBSERVATIONS:_

We previously took administrative action against those responsible for the
investigative shortcomings im this case some of which were brought out by the
Commission. Itis felt that it is appropriate at this time to consider further .

administrative action against those primarily culpable for the derelictions in thfislt-
e

that SA Hosty had the primary {nvestizative responsibility in 3
| the primary field supervisory responsibility, and Special Agents s
T the primary Bureau supervisory responsibility.
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\ \to the Secret Service. Oswald should have been on the Security Index but was not, - -, -

1" contact, E. H. Bechtold, head of the Veterans Serv

cb C probability we would not be sustained. In his view,
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Memo for Mr. Tolson . . :
Re: Lee Harvey Oswald . . L~

ot A% of X
> ‘{‘. ol

It is also felt that the information on Oswald should have been dissen;init;h

In this regard it appears that prior to the assassination we were unduly restrictive in not
-~ {making available :

{that Inspector i ey Who has over-all charge of the Security Index in the
Domestic Intelligen

N, should be censured for not having sufficient imagination
and foresight to initiate action to have such materia’ feminated to Secret Service. -
It is likewise felt A itat to the Director M i =iz

e 2> ghould be censured for
the same reason as fheg ¥as well as for his over-all responsibility in the entire
‘matter.

of Security Index subjects to Secret Service. It is felt -

3
i

=y the Director said, "1 want 2t
Service Board since he 15 a veteran and ascertain whether they
since his derelictions have now publicly disgraced the Bureau. " The Administrative
Division has thoroughly explored this case with its Civil Service Commission (CsC)
e Staff. Bechtold feels in all |
T red main offense is his mis-
handling of the Oswald investigation, and that this is the only possible basis for a succes
.. .7 However, g ~wwas censured and placed on probation
12/13/63 for his grossly inadequate investigation of the case. Bechtold said to take
action againstjge.- >again for such offense would place s in_double ijeopardy. He .
gaid CSC has always ruled that after administrative action has once been taken, the sam
offense cannot serve over again as the basis for further action. He considers it very
unlikely that the after-acquired bad publicity would persuade CSC to depart from this
" precedent.

In regard toj

<4

iy ful adverse action-agains

.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

| L + N TN (Veteran), Dallas, be censured, placed on probati
and suspended for 3V days e relictions In this matter. (As noted above, he was
censured and put on probation in December, 1963, and removed 3/25/64. He was order
transferred from Dallas 9/ 28/64.) I approved, to be handled by the Administrative

0. SAE e (Nonveteran), Dallas - Censure, Probation and
transfer from his office of preierence for failing to insure that case more fully L
investigated and reported, for not placing subject on the Security Index and “_ y
concurring in decision to hold investigation in abeyance. (1t will be noted that 7elERE.
was removed {rom Supervisory duties on 4/9/64 as a result of his derelictions in the
Oswald case.) If approved, to be handled by the Admi.nist_g&ive Division.

9&9 \Qd\l\ -ﬁf%fN %
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' Memo for Mr. Tolson .

t

[ .- P R
e A e ot > T et

Re: lLee Harvey Oswald

- ""-.—“""H .- ' 4
. b 3 N4
N

Iy (Veteran), Dallas - Censure and probation for fal ling
to have Oswald ¢ Bimilid or Dallas informed that he subscribed to "The Worker, "
east coast Communist newspaper, 9/28/62. X approved, to be handled by the "= "/
Administrative Division. PR Rt

_ 4, B s e g Veteran), Domestic Intelligence Division - Censure,
probation, and transfer to the field for failing to instruct the field to conduct background

investigation concerning Oswald, upon Oswald's return from Russia; failing tohave /-
Oswald's wife interviewed; also for removing stop on Oswald in Ident on 1079/ 83; '
failing to put Oswa:d on Security Index and for not reopening Bureau file to follow
on Dallas after Dallas sent out etter on 3/25/63 to consider interview of Oswald's wife.
It will be noted that on 4/8/64 00 oi Y WaS ordered transferred, because of his
derelictions in the Oswald case, napolis, which transfer and prospective demot!
‘ from GS-14 to GS-13 were gubsequently cancelled in view of the opinion of CSC that

the demotion would not be sustained if he appealed. The CSC opinion was yased on its

A

-mentioned in the Hosty case. R is, thereiore,
anie : his king of

14/ 1

\ ]
5, B e RS (Veteran), Domestic Intelligence Division - ‘]

Censure and pbatio for {ating Lo place Oswald on Security Index, in spite of consit

Fair Play for Cuba Committes activity coupled with previous Soviet deiectiog _backgr_c

3
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Memo to Mr. Télson ’ -

Re: Lee Harvey Oswald

8 B ok e onea (Veteran), Domestic Intelligence Division - Censure and .

probation for delay in handling incoming 10-18-63 cablegram from Mexico City and for -

not putting subject on Security Index. I approved to be handled by the Administrative . f:

Divisi . ' . K ‘/ vl
4

PP
LRt
~

e T

T\ Bt kb o it ™™ (Nonveteran), New Orleans - Censure and continued
on probation for failing to insure that there was no delay in reporting this matter and
for failing to put subject on the Security Index, it being noted he was put on probation as
result of the inspection letter dated 6-22-64 for shortcomings detected during the

in-
spection of the office. If approved, to be handled by the Administrative Division. \/
a

I g he,

A (Nonveteran), Dallas - Censure and placed on J
probation for failing to propyrly handle and supervise this matter to insure that the
Clerk's fingerprints were no placed on the evidence, If approved, to be handled by
the Administrative Division.’ ' :

A

, P SRS NHEEONE Nonveteran), Domestic Intelligence Division -
Censure for not exercising sulligien imagination and foresight to initiate action to
have Security Index material disseminated to Secret Service. I approved, to be /
handled by the Administrative Division. oy

oy
Wht wutet

L)

P - 'u*‘*“f“’m ks
his over-all responsibil
Adminidrative Division.

D R e it S S e (Nonveteran) - Censure for -
ity in this entire mattdr. If approved, to be handled by the
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Memo for Mr. Tolson
Re Lee Harvey Oswald ' . . | :
) w03 t:

subj c

- PO

AR NN (Nonvete

Domestic Intelligence Division = Censure,
oval from supervisor :

ted from GS-14 to GS-13, and transfer

e Tailing to completely .
o press more vigorously i
and failure to have

aced on AT 1LY | ”‘“V- eatdled by g Adm%stratlve

Divisiy {é/t» %ﬁ% J'- -7 ’

12. No aclion is being recommended against B e G
tired as of 5/1/63 which retirement was brought about by his ransier to Springiield a8
a result of this case. (Transferred 4/10/64).

i ey

M L
‘.:.‘?L—-i‘;?‘;’!.x

e
T T

who were ge feallas n period
previously been censured for their over-all responsibility and dd not personally 5ee,
or handle the investigation as it developed prior to agsassination. The primary
responsini lity for the investigative delinquencies resis with the investigating Agents
well as field and Seat of Government supervisors. Also, no action be taken againe
ey, e Dallas, for having his fingerprints on the cartons as it 1s
T imary lault of the Agent for not properly overseeing this {mportant

14. Action with respect to determining if changes Director ordered in disser
ing material conc erning Security Index subjects and defectors to Secret Service wert
put into effect and are being handied separately a8 is inquiry re status of new criter:

of Secret Service concerning information to be furnished them. Also being handled

separately is determining whether Security Index sufficiently liberal so as to insure
ho may present a danger tq Pres

Secret Service receiving names of all individuals W

-9- @\'\ ST
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Memo for Mr. Tolson
Re: Lee Barvey Oswald = =

LI
a e
TSR B

R
7 recommended concerning Special Agents ™ ",
g ST ook g In New York inasmuch as they were 3 :. '
previously cen concerning this matter and they were merely disseminating © _:
information from a 'bag job " where they obtained and photographed appraximately -
200 pieces of information. Oswald's name had no significance to processing

Agent and he processed patently urgent material first. This information obtained

by New York on 4/21/63 sent to Dallas 6/27/63 and Hosty did not report same

- to Bureau until 9/10/63. Hosty previously admitted ""possibly" would have been

better to have reported earlier. The New York delay did not affect the merits
of the investigation.

2

It is noted that SAs Hosty, g i aalintitsr i ”
veterans with more than a year of Bureau service. gly,
be entitled to 30 days' written notice in the event they should be involuntarily
separated, reduced in grade or salary or suspended for more than 30 days. They
would also have a right of appeal to the Civil Service Commission for any of these .

actions. y
/.

Enclosures: Attached hereto is memorandum J. H.Gale to Mr. Tolson dated
December 10, 1963 re Lee Harvey Oswald reflecting previous inquiry and action
taken. '

Lt

OSTY ' o AT
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e September 24, 1964
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as follows:

We should keep

Pursuant to Mr. Tolson's request, my views are

'f"f“ﬁ"' .

in mind that regardless of our

, cooperacion or participation that this motion picture will
be released and, therefore, it would be +o the Bureau's

advantage to lnsure that

our position and the outstanding

work the Bureau performed in connection with the President's
assassination axe presented in the most favorable light and

this can be acconplished
project.

only by our participating in this

1+ would seem clear, however, that prior to

committing ourselves fur
script and the report to
by the Warren Commission

ther we should review the entire
be issued this weekend prepared

. . * Mp. Belmont states in his note .that it would be

advisable to get across
with the Warren Commissi

the message that the FBI worked closely
on and performed the authoritative

{investigation upon which the nfindings™ are based. 1 agree

critical of the Bureau,

< position of supporting t

lwith this with the exceDd

e B
(

a

- REC-3

N -

-
-
=~

tion that if the "findings" are .
I doubt that we should be in the ¢
he Commission's findings. ~ A

. Sullivan

BP9~ 256\ ¥
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! Clarence M. Kelley ) DATE: October 20, 1975

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation

Harold R. Tyler, Jr. | )
Daputy Attorney General {/&kkbi\

Lee larvey Oswald Note to.FBI - _ . 3

Iy staff and I have reviewed the Criminal Diwvision’'s
investigation in this case and the recommendation of
Assistant Attorney General Thornburgh. I agree
with his conclusion that this is not an appropriate
case for criminal prosecution at this time. There are
no substantive offenses committed by any of the possible
subjects that are within the Statute of Limitations.

The only possible theory of prosecution would be by

way of a perjury indictment for colorable false

testimony relating to events that took place some

12 years ago. Mr. Thornburgh's decision not to go

forward and bootstrap a criminal prosecution on

such focts is an imminently fair and wise exercise

of prosecutorial discretion. The Bureau should, of course,
take whatever administrative action that appears

necessary. .(:::::::
. . -
: o i

95772




Commissiy, Exhibit No,

- Movouber 22, 1943

faptaln WP, Camaway
T reatal Servioe Mo

SUBJECT: Lee Harvey Cowald
. : 605 ¥isbath Street

M Yavamher 22, 19623, at apnroximataly 2:50PM, the underaigned officer
mabh Sreedal Apgent Jumas Hosty of Lhe l-'edar-aj Bureau of Investligation in
Y Bassmonl, of the City Hal)

SO Shan Lime Special Agent thoaty related to this offlicer that the Subject :
w3 aowmener of Lbe Commndsl Party, and that he was residing in Dallas.
.

w0 Buhlant wan arrasted for tha mucder of Officer J.D. Ttpp:!. amv. is a

v

Viobems Buspect In Lhe Assassination of Premldent. Kennedy.

"o Informalion regarding the Sublect's affiliation with the Copmunist
barhy L2 the fors. Anformation this officer has recsived fmm Lthe Federal .
aren f Ypvestlgatlon reparding saam.

H

Vb Nosty fhrther stated Shal the Federal Bureau of mvesfifza tion was
sanre of the Sablact and that thay had Infommation that thia Sublech
'var carvble of cammditing tho assassination of Prasident Kevnedy.

. . ‘ ?.nepac ;r mybmitt end
1

i | G AN \%ﬂ/}ﬂ

J;.u:.k Hovill, Lieutenart

\?ﬂn&m L Intellpenes Section

Yan tn and suhsor i bed Yefora ma, thia tha 7th day of Aprily 106+,

-0 /7 L T

- . ’l/; LI R P .,/,xf;v._{- . /C/

. $IANCES poox
Notary, Dallas County, Dallas; Texas:

Conpaipsrony  Byrrmrr
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HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS.

teletype, 9/13/78.

Enclosed is signed statement of SA JAMES P, HOSTY
JR., pertaining to his contact with

/237

—Nc,

Y1 OCT 3 1978

Rt

O e oY
. . r ~ Gowsols p,fré/.:
FD-36~Rev. 7-27-76) e 2 (///[5 /T !
: - ‘ FBI ‘W
TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION: :";0“ ,0")' d___'_.-;
1) Adm

0 Teletype (] Immediate {3 TOP SECRET ! S :1‘
(] Facsimile [ Priority ] SECRET W
(3§ Airtel (] Routine [J CONFIDENTIAL E LT ey
CQEFTO 1jj"i__z
(3 CLEAR e |

[ B "‘b.'

Date _9/13/78 T R
------------------------------------- i ph e
NI S
rioamara 3y :\

J TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (62- -117290)
Attention Supervisor DREW CLARK,
Congressional Inquiry "Unit
FROM : SAC, KANSAS CITY (175-84) P

v
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JCL:1ib B
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bz\w‘e% 3@' T, Transmlttedv oo er
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Kansas City, Missouri
September 13, 1978

I, James P. Hosty, Jr., hereby make the
following free and voluntary statement:
' On August 30, 1978, a person identifying himself
2+ IR -« 2c ted 5e by
telephone at the Kansas City Office. -questioned me
concerning certain allegations that took place on November 17,
1963. _stated the incident implied I might be a "friend"
of a person who was now known to have been involved in anti- (Eiﬂ?hi\\
Castro activities in Dalias before November 22, 1963. I told |
-these allegations were false and unfounded. This |
information was furnished to FBIHQ by teletype dated August 30,
1978 captioned "House Select Committee on Assassinations (HSCA)".
-again cal‘led me at my residence on September 8,
1978, but I did not talk to him at that time.
All knowledge that I have concerning the assassination
of President John F. Kennedy is availdle to HSCA. There is
no information within my personal knowledge which I have not

furnished to either the Warren Commission, Senate Select

Committee on Intelligence, House Judiciary Committee Sub

Committee on Civil and Copstitutional Rights, or the HSCA.

Loe -




-2-

T have no recollection of stating or implying
to-that I had any "bombs" to report to the HSCA. CW"\Cb
T have read this statement consisting of one

and one-half pages and it is true and correct to the b;;t of

my knowledge.

es P. Hosty,

Witness :

828 L.

C Lawn
A551stant Special Agent in Charge
Federal Bureau of Investlgatlon
Kansas City, Missouri
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- Legal Counsel Division
Attn: Mr. Heller

- Mr. Bailley
Mr. Foster
Mr. Glaquinto

S
)

August 11, 1978

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS
U. 8. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA)

Reference is made to lettsr $o the Attorney Genersl
frem G. Robert Blakey, Chief Counsel and Director, HSCA, dated
July 28, 1978, requesting delivery of two items pertinent %o
the John P. Xennedy assassination {nvestigation. '

This confirms & sonversation of August 2, 1978,
betwveen Ms. Jasqueline Hess, HSCA, and Special Agent John S.
Giaquinto, YBI Headquarters, where Ms. Hess was apprised of
the status of the two enumerated items get forth in the

referenced request.

Specifically, Item number one, regarding plece of
eurbd removed from Main Street, is & topical, ressarch item
and not retrievable from FBI files as set forth. Ms. Hess
soncurred and no further action 1s being taken bY this

Bureau.

Regarding Item number two, Ms, Hess was advised
of the fact that there 1s no additional, retrievable infor-
mation concerning James T. Tague not elready provided to the
HSCA within the John P. Kennedy aessassination file.

ycémn

62-117290

ORIGINAL AND ONE SENT TO ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GE
CRIMINAL DIVISION, ATTENTION: MR. ROBERT L. Kgggg?’

NOTE: See Director, FBI letfer to Assiatant Att

orn a
"=Tminal Division, Attention: Mr. Robert L. Keuch, Eitei"‘“l’
August 11, 1978, captioned as above.

1)

- e Tt
r

- . -

. -
1

R e g

Trelaing

Pobile Ath. OF. , |J [ ag
Tolephone l-.'__ ), ( : l)fﬁ' pepy .
Discter's Sac'y —  / MAIL ROOM ! /— IDORSURE

(X )129°" firY

e g = ey
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Assistant Attormey GCeneral JEIRAL GoviRGae  July 31, 1978

Criminal Division
Attention: Mr. Bobert L. Leuch 1 - Mr. Mintz
Director, ¥BI . s Attn: Mr. Heller
1 - Mr. Balley
1l - Mr. Kent

@cﬂax SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS Attn: Mr. Payne
v. 8. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA) 1 - Mr. Foster

Inclosed are the original and two eopies of &

memorandun responding in fall to a July 25 1978, HSCA 1l

of request, which asked for B i AR

HSCA

he information requested is not such that it 1is
retrievable through the FBI's normal, reccrds retrieval methoed.
However, a reasonable effort has been made to seareh logical
areas of the voluminous flles on the assassination of .
President John P. Kennedy in order Sa assist the Committee. ( //

Youilro requested to furnish the Committee 2 copy‘
of the encloased memorandum setting forth the results of our

search.

losures (3)

117290

St e (1) et RECIA é,b//?,zfd-——///;;_/

[ )

NGTE: This matter has been coordinated with the Latent Finger-
pAf{nt Section, Tdentification Division. The HSCA has been
advised repeatedly that toplcal jnformation such as 18 sought

1Al this request, 1is not suitable for records retrieval through
$ normal method. Prior to receipt of this request, in respon
to a telephonic inquiry, HSCA was specifically advised that
retrieval of jnformation pertaining to the "latent palmprint"

Aswe. Db 11t , a topical matter, would require a research effort by t
Dw. AD Adw. —{ISCA as it 1s not A& proper.subject for the normal, FBI retr

Asss. Dte.: method. The HSCA was invited to review the assas ion

e S —f11es already in 1its possession or which were availab e T

Cia. lov- ——4t atl FBI Headquarters (FBIHQ) since it 1s believgd 4$hat all
4 __information sought i3 contained therein. For reasond“Xriown
Lawemy —to 1tself, the HSCA persists in requesting informaklign fre

Lwd Gt —the FBI which 1t could retrieve through its own pesearch ertort
2o b 1f it chose to do so. In addition to approximately 50 Mman’
Ted. . — hours of ressarch effort through FBIHQ files, a representative

e
Pt on. . 4 §
K:»h__. SPQP’.“D g,W SEE NOTE PAGE TWO. . .
' — AL ROOM Lo
: - A PN 11.\’-“‘140_ Oatd¢ ¢

1. A
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HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS
U. S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA)

of Latent Fingerprint Section contacted the original latent
fingerprint examiner, Mr. Latona, to no avail, regarding the
disposition of the "latent palmprint” 1ift. -Contact was also -
made with Mr. Marion Johnson, National Archives and Records
Services (NARS), who advised that the "latent palmprintg” life

was not at NARS and that the HSCA had contaocted him already

in that regard. Mr. Latona testified before the Warren ", 4
Commission on 4/2/64, at which time the latent 1ift was left

in its possession (Bufile 105-82555-3025). Bufile 105-82555-4900
reflects the FRI transmitted the latent lift from C 13 (the rifle)
to the Warren Commission on 9/16/63, indicating the Warren :
Commission may have returned the lift after 3/2/63, and pricr

to 9/16/64. Since SA Drain originally obtained the 1ift

from the Dallas Police Dspartment on 11/26/63, it would have

been procedurally correact for FBIHQ to have eventually

returned the lift to the Dallas Police Department through the
Dallas Office. Dallas Division was also asked to check 1its
special indices for the identification of a document that

might show the final disposition of the "latent palmprint”

1ift. This effort was unsuccessful.

RSN, - -

. ——— 2 — -



Mr. Mintz

Attn: Mr. Heller
Mr. Bailey

Mr. Kent

Attn: Mr. Payne

- Mr. Foster July 31, 1978

EOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS
U. 8. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA)

H e
i

This responds in full to she Jwly 25, 1978, letter
of request $0 the Attorney General signed by G. Robert Blakey,
Chief Counsel and Staff Directo : 1qh asked for

#S<

As the Commistee has been advised previously (n
response 0 a telephonis inquiry, she “"latent palmprint” lift

eonstitutes a topical mattsr that precludes retrisval of records
through the normal methods available at PFPBI Headquartsrs (FBINQ).
The Committee was also advised previously that documents
pertaining S0 the disposition of the "latent palmprint” lift
gould be found if the Committee searshed the Fresdom of Infor-
metion Act release of assassination filles already in its
possession er documents available to it at FBIHQ. However,
in an effort to assist the Committee and only decause some
research werk in this area had been done previously on ancther

_ matter, the FBI undertook limited researseh which has located

. a pertinent latent fingerprint worksheet. This worksheet, which
was among material previously reviewed by the Committee, will
be delivered to an HSCA representative as YBIHQ.

Yor reports made to the PBI by a representative of
the Dallas Police Department adbout the "latent gulnprine”.
- the Committee na‘ refer %0 documents 105-82555-356 pages
' 378-379 and 105-82555-5061 pages 25-34, which should be in
its possession already.

ORIGINAL AND TWO SENT TO THE ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL,
Yom > _CRIMINAL DIVISION, ATTENTION: MR. ROBERT L. KEUCH.

B d Oep. AD lov. S
EE%% Aces. Div.s NOTE: See Director, FBI, letter to the Assistant Attorney
- o tw—~feneral, Criminal Division, Attention: Mr. Robert L. Keuch,

e, _____dated July 31, 1978,-captioned "House Select Committee on

el _—__Assassinations, U. S. House of Representatlves (HSCA)."

e Vo b St
e N1 aes
Roc. Mot

'i-.::;_-_ ; BOWSUR /) /7% 2ty
/fe?{wn 7 (Mﬂn 12242 v //e//fl%‘v,:;zt

Dlrecine's Sea’y MAIL ROOM



. . HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS . . .
U. 8. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA) N

e ® -'-. ., e .

§ Although documents revealing the £inal disposition
of the original "latent palmprint” 11t are not retriesvable
_through limited research, it has been ascertained that the
original "latent palmpring” 1lift was received dy the FBI from
the Dallas Police Department en November 26, 1963, and may
have been rsturned to the Yarren Commnission for its further
review as late as September 16, 13963,

Where information or documents are not provided,
they are either not retrievable from FBIHQ files or are not
provided pursuant to She Memerandum of Understanding.

|
'
'
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Dacember 20, 1973 - Mr. Mintz

(Attn: Mr. Heller)

1
Diraector, TRI 1 - Mr. Bassatt
1l
)

Mr., Foster

<HOUSE SELRCT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS Mr. Glaquinto

U. 8. HOUSY. OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA)

Amralistant Attornev Senaral

Criminal Divieion : YEIDRRAL COVERmMERD
Attention: Mr. Robart L. Xauch '

Refarence is made to latters to the Attorney Ceneral
from 0. Robeyr Blakey, Chief Counse)l and Dirmcror, BSCA dated )
’\anmnhw* 22, ‘9134 .uld Decmbnr 11; 1973, g

?-ﬂ&arﬁs.x' A \q i
‘““’*M%M*WMMXW’M@" L

Fnclogmd are an ort;n_ml and one copy of a memorandum
which reaponds tn the above requesate and advises chat the
requestad material has been delivered to the MSCA.

Enclosures (20

ég(i;;})r7) ',’fi*

NOTE: A review of New Orleans Fleld Office files entitled, —

T “Jack Leon Ruby" (NO 44-2064) indicates that the

New Orlesna Diviaion covered rhe lead re the Town and Country

Morel as set forth in the attached HSCA request dated

November 27, L978. On December 11, 1978, Michael Ewing advised

That del ‘voery of this material natinfies the November 22, 1978,

reques=. Additionally, delivery was made to Mr. Emving re :
The "-’dward Partin waterial.
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J{:OU"{;‘ SELECT COMMITTEE OM ASSASSINATIONS, US HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HSCAY, BUDED: DEC. 15, 1978. . o _
REZ AU AIRTEL TN ¥EW ORLEANS, DEC. 1, 1972, v e

NEW ORLEANS TRANSSHIPPED THE ENTIRE MAIN AND INCIDENTAL
PRESIDENT YENNEDY ASSASSINATION FILES TO FBIHQ, FOIPA BRANCH IN SEPT?_
1972, FOR SPZCIAL PROCESSING OF A MASSIVE FOIPA REQUEST. A REVIEW/":]'

G- NEW ORLEANT INDIC S ONDEC. 4, 1972 BY SA CLIFFORD H. ANDERSON

‘s ¥

BT
%
SHOWT NQ RETRIEZVAPLE REFERENCES TO TOWN AND COUNTRY RESTAURANT WHICH

WOLLD ASSIST IN THE SEARCH OF NEW CRLEANS FILES,

REQUEST OF FRIHe. IN ROOM 6926, FBIHQ, LOCATE AND REVIEW NEW }JS’

¢
W,L?

‘3

RLEANS FT

Vo L

"l

AA-2Q64 ENTITLED, “JACX LEON RUBY, LEE HARVEY OSWALD

<

ICTIM, CR, TBUFILE A4A4-24016, AND IF NECESSARY REVIEW MAIN

" Preeg (2 - /) 7270 1388 "
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> ¢A3CAY, BUDED : DEC. 15, 1978. ) N
= RE BY AIRTEL TO MW ORLEANS, DEC. 1, 1978. ’

NEW ORLEANS TRANSSHIPPED THE ENTIRE MAIN AND INCIDENTAL

e PRESIDENT XKENNEDY ASSASSINATION FILES T0O FBLHQ, FOIPA BRANCH IN SEPT.,_

4_" 197%, FOR SPECJAL PROCESSING OF A MASSIVE FOIPA REQUEST. A REVIEW/'{]_ ,)

_M F M"?_d ORLEANS INDICES ON DEC. 4, 1978 BY SA CLIFFORD H. AMDERSON =
f‘ SHOWS NO RETRIEVABLE REFERENCES TO TOWN AND COUNTRY RESTAURANT WHICH
WGULD ASSIST IN THE SEARCH OF NEW ORLEANS FILES. ,

REQUZST NF FRIHQ. IN ROOM 4996, FRIHQ, LOCATE AM) REVIEW NEW Y}
N3 FILT 44-2064 ENTITLED, “JACK LEON RUBY, LEE HARVEY 0SWALD C L
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TRANSMIT YIA: { (RCEDENCE: CLASSIFICA : PR
%’r ) Telntype ) Immed inte () TOP SECRET .- . . 5
}3} ) Facaimile ™ Priority " (O SECRET ) -4
i DAl [ Routine {3 CONFIDENTIAL !
t | . _ : COEFTO .
S | _ (3 CLEAR : .
1

, - Date _1/2/784

0 R v vjnpsignyfgnymmpnye MR
j_ { ™ t DIRECTOR, PBI - ATTN.t« CONGRESSIONAL INMQUIRY UNIT, RM 8988

O | *ROM: SAC, YEZW ORLEANS {66-2878) [(20UC)
A‘.;LL - ‘/

IS TOECY COMMITTEE ON

ASSASSINATIONS, U. 5. - : .« - )
MAUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
(H3CA) .

.

RmBucal to NO, 12/29/7% and NOcal to Bureau, 12/29/78,

Nn Dacember 292, 1978, Mr. LEO W, HEBERT, Office Servicas
Managar, NO Divimion, PRI, advised thare ars no reacorda axisting
from whicH information .could ba retriavad o subatantiate attendanca
nf duty of former Security Patrol Clark WILLIAM 3, WALTER in the
MO Office on August 10, 1963.
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Atromtiom: Mr. Zobwrt L. Teach P - o
Mracner, TR - GWE;

Q WOSE STLICT COMCITTEY OF ASSASSIFATIONS ‘
To TTROUSY O ArrnesSmN AT (ST AU

- - 1l - Mr, Mintz
Actn: Mr. Heller
1 - Mr. Rassett
- . F N
Asalatant Artorney Cenmaral ' i,_ MM:. GZ:t:Into ’
Crtwinal Diwiaiem : qnnc-lbur 7, 1978

e

Pafarenen La wede te lettax ts the Attornay Cevernl from
Ge Mwhert Tlakmr, Chlaf Comnse) smd Dirmctor, ASCA, adated, royuasting
mpacd? e Infaroarion abewt 117 individuals dovexrided ae ming partineme
o che Jotwm Y. Teenedy sssassinacion Lerwmstigatiom.

Toclomed sre sn arizinal and ona eopy of & wmemorsndum which
rempondn o Lhe abors retoeast. AMdditiccelly, one cowpy of mmferencad
miatad Teowent 1w attached. '

e lomeene {32

NOT®Z: The attached mdated request was hand-carried to the Congressional
Taquiry Unit on 12/4/78, subsequent to call from Miss Jacqueline Heas,
USCA, inquiry as to the srtatus of said request and her being advised
that the request was never received at FBIHQ. It is additionally noted
shat upon review of the 117 names enumerated therein, material regarding
21 of rhe individuals had been prepared in respouse to an HSCA request
refd 5/12/79. Miss Hess was so advised. .
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE Asst. Obe.:
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION cA:. ::m
Memorandum =
- [} . Leborarery '
TO  : Mr. Bassett ﬁﬂE/ﬂV DATE: 10~12-78 Pt oo
' 1 - Mr. Adams Ros.tym. —
1 - Mro McDemotg::..'h' b —
FROM : D, m’m& 1l « Mr. Bassett Peicaihs. OH.
. 1 - Mr. Awe B e
C:? l - Mr. Bresson —
SUBJECT™_HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINAT 1 - Mr. Ryan
U. S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA) 1l - Mr, Foster
' / . l - Mr. Giaquinto

PURPOSE: To advise that captioned Committee is expected to
conclude its work regarding the John P. Kennedy-Martin Luther
King, Jr., assassinations probe and cease operations on or about
. December 31, 1978. Additionally, this memorandum is being

< Submltted 1in order to solicit responses from the Disclosure
Section, Freedom of Information-Privacy Act (FOIPA) Branch,
and Records Systems Section, Records Branch, regarding their
respective positions as to the disposition of the voluminous
material prepared for tQQ HSCA.

DETAILS: The HSCA was formed in September, 1976, by the
Ninety-fourth Congress to "study the circumstances surrounding
the details of John F. Kennedy and Martin Luther King, Jr.,
and any others the Select Committee shall determine." Subse-
quent to the formation of the HSCA, the Congressional Inquiry
Unit (CIU) was formed at FBI Headquarters to process requests
submitted by the Committee for pertinent FBI material.

To date, the CIU has processed two hundred eighty-
three (283) requests from the Committee providing them with both
Bureau and field office material pertinent to these assassination
probes. The material, which includes sensitive ELSUR logs,
highly classified security files, appropriate tickler files and
a separate index system, 1s currently stored in approximatel
sixty (60) file cabinets located within the CIU's secure
temporary office space in Room 8988.

—

Mr. G. Robert Blakey, Chief Counsel and Directon
HSCA, has advised the Committee will conclude its public hearings
this November, issue 1ts report soon thereafter, and, as mandated
by Congress, will conclude its business on or about December 31,
1978. With the dissolution of the HSCA and the expected dis-
solutlon of the CIU, the subject of the proper disposition of
the voluminous material prepared for the Committee needs to be
addressed. Therefore, the CIU is setting forth the following

p.ec/on;me‘ndation. EX-].ZZ REC-SOéOZ - / / //__9(’_//0— “’{Glﬂxi
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HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS
U. S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA)

RECOMMENDATION: That the Disclosure Section, FOIPA Branch,

and the Records System Section, Records Branch, make a pre-
liminary survey of the material which has been prepared for

the HSCA. Additionally, that upon the review of said material,
these Sections furnish their addenda to this memorandum setting
forth their recommendations as to the disposition and, 1if
appropriate, subsequent storage of saild material.

/ "

" .
o | |
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APPROVED: Am. Sery, Leme1om
Cleacter Crim. lnv.___ i ¢ :';-m.’\
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Re: Memo Ryan to Bassett, 10/12/78
BOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS
U. S. BOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA)

o~
ADDENDUM OF THE RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION (RMD) (CMG:ssi 10/24/78)

The Records Research Staff has reviewed the material
which was processed for the House Select Committee on Assassi-
nations by the Congressional Inquiry Unit. Approximately
60 cabinets of processed documents, tickler files, and an
index system will remain after original files are returned
to respective BQ and field office storage.

RMD will accept the 60 remaining cabinets of material
for storage and maintenance. Due to the sensitive nature of the
contents, .the cabinets should be locked to restrict access and
keys should be affixed to a separate key ring for maintenance
in the Tele-key cabinet in the Piling Unit. Cabinets should
be numbered in a fashion that will permit cabinet arrangement
for retrievability. ‘

J

This memorandum should be referred to the Printing }y’};
P

and Space Management Section, Personnel and Space Management

L
-"' St ol

]
. Branch, Administrative Services Division, for information
o in view of the critical space problem with which RMD is \
——ii ] confronted.
~rma ) Legal Coun.
i O APPROVED: éﬁ: ‘sn',,"—-— Plan. & 1m0 L e
- S e Rec. MgN1.
oo AN Oirector _______ dent. __ Tech.Servs______
- p ;! Assoc.Ob. intell. Traning __
pA ’ Cep ADAdM. ___ | ;poratory Public Atfs. Off.
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Memorandum D. Ryan to Mr. Bassett
Re: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA)

t

ADDENDUM: FOIPA BRANCH 1gg;xtdp 10/31/78
RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION

An informal survey of the material prepared for the
House Select Committee on Assassinations (ESCA) by the
Congressional Inquiry Unit was conducted on 10/27/78 by
Section Chief Bresson of Disclosure Section, FOIPA Branch,
along with SAs John A, Hartingh and John C. Hall, Legal
Counsel Division. It was observed the material includes
voluminous records which are not pertinent to the Kennedy-
King assassinations, i.e., extensive ELSUR logs and other
file material concerning organized crime figures, as well
as certain extremist organization files.

FOIPA Branch is currently involved in litigation
regarding both the Kennedy and King cases. An issue con-
cerning scope of our searches is still unsettled; NS

Oon 10/27/78 the matter of our retention of copies
of the material furnished HSCA was discussed with Shea.
He is aware that a significant portion of record material
furnished the Committ®&e in response to specific inquiries
has not been considered by us to be within the scope of the
FOIA request. In this regard we have, in the past, made
available to the FOIA litigant in this matter documents
which were publicized by the Committee, and which would not
have been included in the FOIA processed material. Shea
concurs that production of records for the Committee does
not, in itself however, bring those records within the scope
confines of the FOIA litigation, and is prepared to uphold
our FOIA searches which utilized the indices to retrieve
the main case files regarding the assassinations and closely
related main files both at FBIHQ and selected field divisions.

-4 -



Memorandum D. Ryan to Mr., Bassett
Re: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA)

Of course, the Court, which is presumably aware of the fact
the FBI provided records to the HSCA, may not accept Shea's
conclusion regarding the extent of our searches, and may rule
that any records sought by and provided to the Committee
would be within the scope of any FOIA. request.

It can be anticipated that the published HSCA
report will generate additional FOIA requests. Retention
of the record material furnished HSCA will greatly assist
us in locating documents responsive to these regquests since
they are maintained in a manner which will enable their
retrieval by subject matter of the Committee's 283 requests
referred to in this memorandum.

ROVED: Adm. Serv, Lenal Coun.
‘%/ i i Crim. lnwv, Plaan. & Inzp,
Ib Oirector Rez. Nignt. ﬁﬂ _
4. Assoc. Dir. dent. ____  Toch Servsl —
~p. AD Adm, nteit. Training -

Qep ADtnv. T Laboratony ____ pupiic AffS O
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Memorandum D. Ryan to Mr, Bassett

Dated: 10/12/78

Re: House Select Committee on Assassinations
U. S. House of Representatives (HSCA)

ADDENDUM OF SECURITY. AND SPACE MANAGEMENT UNIT (SSMU),
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVEES DIVISION «eror~ 11/9/M8

SSMU is aware of the critical space problems with which the
Records Management Division (RMD) is confronted, as well as many other
similar space needs by other divisions. Unfortunately, we have reached
the point where there is no longer any available space in the building.
SSM U personnel recently surveyed the space occupied by the RMD and
believe that suitable arrangements can be made for secure storage of the
60 cabinets of material. SSMU will be in contact with RMD personnel in
the very near future to discuss proposals regarding this storage.

APPROVED: Adm. Serv, Legal Coun.

¢ ZCrim. Inv. Plan, & Insp.™
Olrector T Rec. Ment, ~—
Assor. Dir, Ident. Tech. Serve 7
Dep. AD Adm, inteil. e Trainine b
Cep.ADIav._—__ ‘aboratery pymispes oy T
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TEDIRAL GOVERNMEND
Assistant Attorney General June 7, 1978
Criminal Division .
Attention: Mr. Robert L. Ksuch 1 - Mr. Mintz
Director, FBI (Attn: Mr. Coulson)
o - , , 2 - Mr, Bailey

1 - Mr, McCreight
HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSIRATIONS L1 - Mr, Foster
U. S. BOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA)

Enclosed are the original and two coples of a
semorandunm responding in full to an HSCA request of
May 11, 1978, which asks for delivery of "VHNEEEESERNIEE

The Comnittae 1s mak this requast at the YRI's
suggestion in lieu of a request for all President John F.
Keunedy assassination files in both Field Offices.

Several weeks ago, HSCA Staff Member Robert Genzman
informally inquired regarding the feasibility of obtaining .
all assassination files from the FBI's Dallas and New Orleans
Field Offices. He vas th dvised that the sheer volume
of such files (approximate 3, volumes or 170,000 pages)
:gld create a u;creagurden on the 2{ to obtain, reproduce

process them for HSCA acce 23 évu'y. 0~
i3] Y779 292957

It was goi.ntad out that such an undertaking
should be approached with judicious consideration since,
as the Department is aware, in a case such as the asgassination
of President Kennedy, all substantive information being
reported and recorded by intra and interoffice commmications
was ultimately included in reports or commmications furnished
to YBI Headquarters (FBIHQ). The HSCA has already had access
to or dalivery of all such reporting from the FBIHQ files on
the President Joim ¥. Xermedy and Reverend Martin Luther King,
Jr., assassinations. TFurthermore, the HSCA has also received
Asesc. Db deli{very of the his Field Office files in the King .
b A0 M — assassination and these should amply demonstrate FBI reporting
-— procedures. 1f the Committee has found anything to the
. contrary during a review oftfliese files, it should, perhaps,

.. be requested to identify such a specific instance in oxder
to show cause why 1 uires review of the voluminous
o the assaczsination l°£ ﬁeqzidg_u

13/
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Assistant Attorney General
Criminal Division

Attantion: Mr. Robert L, Kauch - ' . s o .

- cmgas—

In order to assist the Comaittse, it has been

suggestad to Mr, Genzman that the Committae maks this ~°° ":_

present request so that upomn delivery of the preassassination
documents, it might thoroughly analyzs saad compars the

Fleld Office documents to the FBIHQ documents already
furnished. By so doing, it should become apparsnt to the
Commitrse that no substantive information bearing on the
eourse or outcome of the Lee Harvey Oswald investigation

was onitted from reports or commmications ultimately
directed to FBIHQ,

. In addition, it has been suggestad to Mr, Ganzman
that, once the HSCA has had smple opportunity to thoroughly
digest the contents of the preassassination Field documents
as compared to the FBIHQ documents, should it have further
reservations about the type of informaticn residing in Field
Office files and not sent to FBIHQ, it might then consider
requesting documents from the Dallas Field Office post-
assassination files for a very narrovw time frame. If this
fails to satisfy Committee requirements and if you concur,
the Committee would then be offered a copy of the Freedom of
Information Act release on the Dallas Field Office President
John ¥. Kennedy assassination files, which will be produced
in response to a pending request from Mr. Harold Weisberg.
However, it is estimated that at laast 90 days will bde
required to process the Dallas Fiald Office files requestad
by Mr, Weisbaerg. . :

In short, an existing court order requires production
of ths Dallas and New Orleans Field Office files for
Mr. Weisberg. Absent a compelling rsason not presently in
evidencs, it is felt that a Committee requast for a separatas
production of all Dallas and New Orleans Field Office files
would create an undue burdea on the FBI's already strained
resources in this area and should be resisted strenuously.

You are raquestad to furnish a copy of the memorandium
uth.m. . . : BN e

“$

Enclosures (35




'Assistant Attorney General

Criminal Division
Actention: Mr, Robert L. Keuch , = = = ' R

NOTE: This response had been coordinated with the Freedom
of Information - Privacy Act Branch and Legal Liaison

and Congressional Affairs Unit, Legal Counsel Division.

It is felt that this response should be used as a vehicle

to acquaint Mr, Keuch with the HSCA's overtures toward obtaining
the massive Dallas and New Orleans Field Office files,

Upon review at FBIHQ, it was noted that no Serial 4 exists
in the New Orleans file on Oswald., New Orleans airtel to
FBIHQ, dated 5/12/78, captioned "Lee Harvey Oswald,” advised
that "there was a mistake in the original serialization

of this file, and there is no serial numbered four."

AL e i e R e Tl e
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August 7, 1978
QUISIDE sourcr.

James B. Adams, Associate Director . N
vHarold N. Bassett, Assistant Director,
Records Management Division

Federal Bureau of Investigation . i

Washington, D.C. 20535 O~ | .. Aele T v e -
| oA T T

Dear Jim and Hal: ' C:bo;(ﬂ v enmt pas

Please accept my thanks for your considered, albeit negative,
response tO my request for permission to review certain old investi-
gative reports written by me which directly and indirectly concern
Lee Harvey Oswald. After reading both letters, I can confess some
consolation in having a better understanding of the reasons for the
Bureau's declination of my request.

I can only hope that the current confusion in the public's
mind concerning the assassination of John P. Kennedy, born of
fantasy woven by irresponsible writers on that subject, is not, in
fact, compounded through political expediency that cries for a
scapegoat rather than enlightenment based on fact.

If I can be of any help in clarifying misconceptions that evolve
concerning the Bureau's investigations involving the John F. Kennedy
assassination, I shall be happy to be of service to the Bureau or to
the HSCA,

Sincerély,

L/ arcun

&

rren C. de Brueys
4827 Michoud Boulevard
New Orleans, Louisiana 70129

wedes foec o e 0> L 123290 = /098
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UINITRED STATES GOVERNMENT UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE Aset. Biv.:

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION Ada. Sarvne

Memorandum e —

el

Laberatory

™ - Director pATE: 1/12/79  ——p2ip

Rec. Mgne,
Tech, Soren. o

Legal Co mqe%ﬂ/f”\-f Triainy

Public atls. ON. .
Yelophona fm. .
Directos’s Soa'y 0

st wmper: GOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS
= (HSCA)

: PURPOSE: The purpose of this memorandum is to advise of a
S rerommendation from Choirman, HSCA, to the Attorney General

: . that additional processing work and analysis be done on a {ilm taken
jngt hefore the Kennedy assassination.

DETAILS: Py letter dated 1/8/79 (attached) to the Attorney General,
¥YSCA Chairman Stokes recommends that the Department of Justice
ennduct digital image processing work to enhance the quality of a
segment of movie film taken hy Charles Bronson a few minutes be-
fore the assassination of President Kennedy. It is also suggested that the
Denartment of Justice refain experts from HSCA '"Photographic

Fvidence Panel’. Alist of members was attached to the Chairman's

letter. SL 1la 'REC47 é D, ’// y 7 j__,/%

On 1/10/79 Robert L. Keuch, Deputy Assistant
Atormey General, Criminal Division, Department of Justice advised
no dpeiaion hag heen made on Chairman Stokes recommendiTn Aot s
he would advige the FBI 28 soon as a decision is made.

P

- Q FE8 1 1979
RECOMMENDATION:

Tia r;:quested that the Laboratory Division ‘-EW;
Director as to the feasibility of such an exammntion..l“,d 1) 19
me

A T° .
I

é ' \3 v Adm. Sarv, Legat Coun
-

Plan, 8 InsSD
Crim. Inv.
o Assoc. il gnd/” 1. Training
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1 - Mr. Herndon 1 - Mr. Cochran Kf/’ 3 :
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TNITED STATES GOVERNMENT UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE  Asst. Que.:
- - v FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION - M. Sovs.
\:l/ IY /’ . 1. 1av, ———
jf INATLAY, Qndlﬁﬁ?l 1 - Mr. Herndon o
Laber )’(V"
O.l! 1
TO - Mr. McDermott patx: 1/16/79 ';;:_-‘ f:;—-:
Roe. Mgt
/ 1- Mr. Xelly o Sem. —
N TaL . B, Her_j_'\_don J laing

) /ffff%"f// 1 - Mr. Richards Peblic Ay, OH.

Telophone Ra.
Directar’s Sag'y

*

}
sungxcr:&{O’JSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

HECA
Reference Legal Counsel to Director memorandum dated 1/12/79. . /TI/ ‘
PURPOSE | N—

To advise the Director regarding the Laboratory's capability in the field of
digital image enhancement, and relate-feasibility and costs concerning the analysis
of the Charles L. Bronson film utilizing non- Bureau facilities and consultants.

S W - MY

The Laboratory has a video digitizer for use with the ngttal Equipment
Corvoration (DEC) computers utilized by the Laboratory. This system was obtained
for preliminary research and study into the applications of image processing on
forensic evidence. It i3 anticipated the system harcdware will be fully functional by

(late Fehrary, 1979, with at least two years scheduled for initial software conversion,
L..-mrimentation and application studies. However, the Laboratory is capable of
concicting limited radimentary digital experiments with the equipment that is presently
aperational and can perform a mumber of photographic qfuqu It must be noted that
the Laboratorv’s digital system is experimental and designed for owmlm reae

itime operation, a8 opposed to the high-resolution examinations condu&teg.
aar'ier nesassination gshadies.

1..4 1979
L QS

Tor the Laboratory to adequately r'onr*uc* high-resolution studies on the
Bronson film, which r-nnqtqtq of approximately 30 frames= of color S-millimeter fim,
it iy esgtimated that 2 or 3 outside facilities and at least 3 consultants, as suggested
by the HSCA would he necessary. Qutside facilities are required for quality film
renroductvn, high-resolution digitizing and computer analysis. In addition, the
no-vir-eq of at least one full-time and one part-time Special Agent would be required.

Pased off limited unofficial U‘qumf_a, it is estimated the cost of this study would be
appm:rm\am*w $50,000. .o+

- Al 7 .
Enc. /. '{\ \_/x.v“ :‘E\M‘\
Y- Mr, Adams
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Memorandum from R. P. Herndon to Mr. McDermott
Re: JOUST SELECT COMMITTEL ON ASSASSINATIONS
{ASCA)

5 3
D

mhe requlta of the study could range from a no conclusion (high probability)

ta 2 definite conelusion that 2 individuals appear in the questioned book depository
window (low probability), substantiating the conspiracy theory.

! The anly obvious benefit 1o the FBI as perceived by the Laboratory is the

' experience and analytical 'mowledge gained that can be directly applied to the Bureau's

i own image processing effor*s. Enclosed for background information is a report
entitlad "JOHN F. XENNEDYV ASSASSINATION FILM ANALYSIS," conducted by
Tranciz Corhett, Ttek Corporation, Lexington, Massachusetts. It should be noted
that the photographs of this enclosure are reproductions and, therefore, are of
limited enzolity,

RECOMMENDATIONS

. 7)) In view of our limited capability in the field of digita! image enhancement

S and the fact *hat F2I conclusions conld be considered self-serving by many assassina-
bion fffg, it ig recommended that should the Department agree to examine the Bronsc
fitm. it should he contracted 'o outside experts by the Department.

a0 et aliann T Al Pany
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M. 1 e,

() If the Department agrees to such an examination, that an FBI Laboratory
expert be permitted tn serve as an observer on behalf of the Department and Bureau
to farther enhance the Laboratory's capability in digital image enhancement.

Am. Srev, Lrant Fonun,
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